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Hollywood Letters 


Puzzle and Pam 


A season not generally accepted 
with glee by the foreign repre- 
sentatives of American film com- 
panies is the upcoming tourist trek 
abroad. In recent years, due to the 
hefty. visitation abroad of indus- 
tryites, including exhibitors, com- 
pany personnel and Hollywood lu- 
minaries, the foreign reps—both 
American and natitves—have been 
carrying an increased work load 
in efforts to entertain the visiting 
firemen. 

Complaints from abroad are be- 
ginning to sift back to the home- 
office international toppers relating 
to the number of visitors arriving 


in foreign countries armed with 


letters of introduction from New 
York or Hollywood executives. The 
foreign reps have no beefs anent 
according the VIP treatment to 
legitimate visitors, such as news- 
Ppapermen, company staffers, ex- 
hibiters and Hollywood performers. 
The complaints stem from the in- 
creasing number of fringe people 
and individuals not connected with 
the industry who come supplied 
with the letters of introductions. It 
is difficult to asgertain, according 
to the foreign reps, who is or who 
is not deserving of attention since 
the industryites abroad are not al- 
ways fully aware of the importance 
of an individual in the United 
States. Hence, anyone with a let- 
ter from a U.S. film exec is usu- 


(Continued on page 63) 


N. Y. Philharmonic Opexer 
Newest Culture Item Up 
For Theatre Television 


Theatre tv, heretofore dominated 
by sports as a boxoffice attraction, 
appears set for a whirl of long- 
hair fare come this fall. In addition 
to the presentation of the opening 
night of the Metropolitan Opera 
under the auspices of Nate Hal- 
pern’s Theatre Network Television, 
theatres with closed-circuit instal- 
lations will be offered the opening 
performance of the New York 
Philharmonic direct from Carne- 
gie Hall, N. Y. Promoter of this 
event is Stadium Network Tele- 
vision, headed by Ed Dorfman, for- 
mer .executive of United World 
Films. 

Dorfman is pitching his attrac- 

tion for Oct. 7 while the Halpern 
offering is set-for Nov. 8. Dorfman, 
whe has been working on his long- 
hair project for a year, appears 
set to roll this fall. He has com- 
pleted his arrangements with the 
Philharmonic and also has working 
arrangements with Philadelphia 
and Boston orchestras. Promoter is 
Currently attemptihg to work up 
terms for presentation to exhibs. 
P Halpern has the opera sewed up 
or three years and is working in 
Ouunction with the Metropolitan 

Pera Guild, which will sponsor 





“ed event in a tie-up with a local 
Charity, Local groups are working 
(Continued en page 63) 


of Introduction 
Europe's Filmites 





Civic Distinction 
Superior, Wis., June 8. 

Certain cities of yore 
boasted they were “good show 
towns,” in that the people 
were spenders for tickets and 
applauded appreciative ly. This 
burg now asserts a_ special 
claim to civic distinction: it is 
America’s best theatre-pop- 
corn town. Other towns sell 
two bags of popcorn per five 
admissions but Superior has 
Statistics proving an average 
of four-five bags per five film- 
goers. 

One house, the Tower, flatly 
states it’s kept open only be- 
cause of popcorn profits and 
would otherwise close. 


F ee 9 Bo 
Urovisiolh DOWS, 
U e 3 i 

London, June 8. 

First. Eurovision programs were 
received in London Sunday (6) 
with outstanding clarity, heralding 
an era of international television. 
Afternoon transmission from Mon- 
treux featured the Narcissus Fes- 
tiv2z!l. and evening 
Rome included 2 Vatican tour and 
an address by the Fope in four 
languages, concluding with 
apostolic blessing. 

Despite BBC warning Saturday 
that test transmissions were un- 
|satisfactory and the experiment 
|may have to be abandoned, defini- 
| tion frequently approached the 
| quality of local telecasts, although 
| there was occasional instability in 








reception and a_ short picture 
breakdown from Montreux. 
| Vatican transmission spanned 


| 1,000 miles but picture quality was 
|}adequate, revealing in detail St. 
| Peter’s murals. The Pope described 
| the event as a symbol and prom- 
| ise, adding that barriers and preju- 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Broadway Stage Angel 


Set as Pennsy Censor 
Pittsburgh, June 8. 

Mrs. Jewel Frank, Pittsburgh 
social and civic leader and also a 
songwriter who turned out “Go 
GOP,” which was sung extensive- 
ly at Republican convention in Chi- 
cago two years ago, has been ap- 
pointed by Governer John S. Fine 
to the Pennsylvania Board of Cen- 
sors. She replaces John Fisher, of 
Sharon, 
short time ago. 

Post pays $5,000 a year. Mrs. 
Frank has also bought shares in 
many Broadway shows in associa- 
tion with Hi Hirsh, Pittsburgh 
lawyer. Hirsh is a power behind 
the throne in the Fine adminis- 
tration. 








pregram from | 


whose term expired a q 


ENG CLASSY CAPER 


BAOOKLYN CURE 
- FOR INFERIORITY 


By JO RANSON 


Brooklyn, itself suffering an in- 
ferivrity complex because nobody 
goes there nowadays except to see 
the Dodgers or relatives, has 
dreams of a “classed up” Coney 
Island in the next two or three 
years. Park Commissioner Rebert 
Moses. has started throwing his 
weight (never to be _ underesti- 
mated) against the inhumanly con- 
gested beach which makes sanita- 
tion not a problem but a nightmare. 
Meanwhile Coney has a $3,000,000 
sewer system under way and also 
plans to cage the rowdies who have 
driven away the better middle class 
elements. 

As for the 1954 season now un- 
der way, Coney is marked by (a) a 
lady whale that’s fragrant (2) a 
new game, “One Ring OVer” in 
‘which customers throw wooden 
rings over Coca Cola bottles and 
, collect not coke but parakeets and 
(3) an extensive waxworks display 











of attempted assassinations of 
American statesmen by Puerto 
Rican terrorists. 

The Coca Cola bottles (Pepsi 
Cola, in this instance, doesn’t hit 
the spot) are part of a so-called 
game of skill which has swept the 
seaside amusement center. More 
than 35 game operators are snar- 
ing nickels, and dimes and quarters 
from the perspiring pilgrims. 
Lucky peasants are paid off in 
parakeeis or stuffed dolls. 





| of coffee remain the choice prizes | 
an | 


; at the numerous roll-down game 
| parlors dotting the alleys and other 
; crannies of the spa.) 

who is a modest 75-feet long but 
smells to the stratosphere, is 
| housed at Stillwell Avenue between 
| Surf Avenue and the Bowery. She’s 
| getting a whale of a play at two-bits 
| (Continued on page 22) 








Posters, Anyone 

Since the release of the 
Judy Holliday film starrer, “It 
Should Happen to You,” which 
treated of a dame who ex- 
ploited herself via billboards, 
some individuals and firms 
seem to have taken that form 
of personal advertising seri- 
ously. 

Latest manifestation ap- 
peared last week on Broad- 
way, with a .personal message 
to Lee ‘Sharon, who strip- 
teuses at the nearby Latin 
Quarter. ‘Billboard read “Lee 
Sharon—I dig you the most” 
and was signed D. C. 

Recently, on another Broad- 
way corner, a large sign pro- 
claimed the virtues of David 
Levy, “Ameria’s Number One 
Salesman,” for a midwest mill. 
However, few have gone so 
far as Al Bernie a few years 
ago, when prior to his going 
into a vaudedate at the Roxy, 
he bought time on WMCA to 
plug himself. 





(Cans | 


The whale, known as Mrs. Haroy, | 
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Pajama’ Success Story of Season For 
Musicals; 2d 10%, Paid to Backers 


*By ARTHUR BRONSON 


The °53-'54 legit season’s sock- 
eroo has been the musical, 
Big stir currently in Ger- | “Pajama Game,” which came into 
many is a stunt called “Tagder | N- Y. at the tail end of the season, 
Offenen Tuer” (Day of the bes May 13. In only its fourth week 
Open Door). This is apparently |W. this musical is a sure bet to 
a delayed German version of | recoup, and before the autumn. Of 
the American radio dodge ; the four or five musical plays this 
known as the “Pass Book” (| Season, it probably will be the 
which was heavily exploited in {only one to pay off. And it will 
the U.S.; charge was usually | Pay handsomely. — 
$1 for the book of coupons, | Returns on it will be unusually 
as against two marks (50c) lo- | Quick. Show opened on a Thurs- 
cally. |day, and on the following Monday 
. Here, as in the States, the | the first 10% return was mailed 
passbook purports to admit |‘? investors. A second 10% was 


5 as 





; | 
‘Pass Book’ Hits Germany | 


Berlin, June 8. 




















bearer free to all sorts of ine- | Sent out last Thursday (3). As- 
atrical, sports and eating | suming that it will run at its pres- 
places. | ont capacity pace—a safe bet— 
— |'show should pay off by its 18th 
e 

All J le Tr ails "Goan Oe ue os 
Reason for the show’s solid coin 
position and celerity of returns 
is fairly simpie. Show was budg- 
The film camera continues to re- show tryout week in New Haven, 
place the gun as the prime weapon | and three more in Boston, to ca- 
|of “hunters” who warder into re-| pacity, and instead of the usual 
| mote jungles of the world. Holly- road tryout losses, made about 
|indie filmmakers for pictures with! Producers are Frederick Bris- 
'exploitation value has led to un-| son, Robert FE. Griffith and 
Harold S. Prince. Brisson, Rosa- 
lind Russell's husband, is from the 


| week, which will be mid-Septem- 
3. 

Lead to Boxoftice eted at $250,000, with 20% over- 

ictall, and came in for a little 
wood’s desire for authentic action | $6500 profit. Management is tak- 
| usual explorations. In addition to | 
Coast, and raised about two-thirds : 
| 
| 


'“different’” background footage, 
there is a growing army of ama- 
teurs who are returning from re- 
mote regions with documentary 
footage. | 


“ The eye is no sg et un-| 
oe Aceway SROel ule tas bene People Want Solace And 
Escape, Not Realistic Films 
Against Reds—Johnson 


surprised when backwoods tribes 
World conditions and _ tension 


offer to sell their services as ex- 
taday are shaping audience tastes, 


ber. It can make between $12,000 
'over $180,000. It played a nine- 
|footage as well as the search of ing the bows on this. 
the professionals on the hunt for 
of the financing there. The other 
two raised the balance from small 
(Continued on page 60) 





| tras. In India recently, for exam- 
| ple, associate producer Frank Fer- 

rin found the people of Mysore, a 
|fairly remote region, anxious to 
| follow in the footsteps of an illus- 





jtrious countryman, Sabu. The says Nunnally Johnson, 20th direc- 
| visit to Mysore resulted in tor-writer, who graduated into the 
| “Sabaka,” a full-length feature megging field with “Night People.” 


| which will be released b~ United 
Artists in August. 
Ferrin, associated with the Frank 


Discussing the latter film in 
N. Y. prior to leaving for the Coast 
yesterday (Tues.), Johnson ex- 
(Continued on page 10) | pressed disappointment over the 

|reception of “Night People.” “It 

NBC Sets Sights On | certainly isn’t the success it ought 
. . : . |to be,” he commented. “I guess 

Mecca Pilgrimage Pix | people just want escapist entertain- 

NBC is going to try for some-| ment. They don’t want to hear any- 
thing no one (from the Western | thing about the political situation 
world) has yet been able to accom- | —_ alge vers b, ~ = day- 

ae ilgrima o| after-day out of the headlines. 
Po ene >: -' | And he added with disgust: “I 

The network’s public affairs di- don’t even want to hear of a pic- 
vision has assigned its stringer in | ture again that has anything to do 
Kurachi, Z. D. Barni, himself a| With Communism. I suppose the 
Moslem, to join a pilgrimage, | answer is religious films with a 
armed with camera and to get pic-| message of solace and hope for the 
tures of the Tomb of Mohammed | ™ture. : 
and the Kaaba Sanctuary. Only| Johnson has been in the East 
a few from the West, including | locating for “Black Widow,” a mur- 
Lawrence of Arabia, have ever| er mystery with Ginger Rogers, 
seen them . | Gene Tierney, Van Heflin, George 

NBC isn’t quite sure Barni will Laat and Peggy Ann Garner. He 


be able to get away with it. (Continued on page 53) 
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Lung 
Advertising 


Gone, Man Sues Cig. Cos. For 
Smoking as Harmless 


~ ‘Like Shooting in the Sun’ 








By ROBERT J. LANDRY . 


| 

Another round in the figkt} 
against cigaret advertising on the 
air is coming up. The tipoff has 
been passed along to temperance, 
church, medical and other sources 
which are alarmed by the increase | 
of lung cancer. The tipoff is this: | 
a precedental case will soon come 
to trial in the midwest. Ira C. 
Howe of Festus, Mo., has sued four 
cigarette companies and a national | 
chain of grocery stores charging | 
that he contracted cancer of -the 
lung, and lost one lung surgically, 
as the result of claims made in 
advertising that smoking is harm- 
less. Howe is demanding $250,000 
damages. 

That full propaganda use will be 
made of the Howe case is clear 
from the prominence given it in| 
the initial newsletter on “Smoking 
and Health” produced by publicist | 
Roy Norr, who has been the ob-' 
vious brains behind most of the} 
attacks in the past two years 
against cigarets. Norr argues that 
the cigaret companies’ defense 
that “no conclusive proof” has 
been established cannot, by itself, 
stop the Howe case from going 
to a decision. Chimneysweeps’ can- 
cer, which dates from Sir Percival 
Pott’s dictum of 1775, could be the 
legal precedent. Norr suggests that 
the tobacco lawyers know this, and 
are worried, along with the net- 
works which, having been obliged to 
pass up whiskey advertising, don't 
like the implied possibility that 

(Continued on page 30) 


WHEN ‘UNITS’ UNNERVED 
BRITISH MUSIC HALLS 


By JESSE FREEMAN 


Alfred Zeitlin, whose rather, 
skimpingly detailed obituary ap-' 
peared recently in VARIETY, was a 
pioneer in producing and traveling 
American revue-type units in the: 
British music halls. The current 
generation has hardly any notion 
of the impact of such “innovations” 
at a time when vaudeville was in- 
tensely personal and any change 
of business methods which threat- 
ened or increased the probability 
of more acts working more dates. 
or less, was immediate in its emo- 
tional reaction. 

It was around 1913 when Zeitlin. 
an agent for music halls, started 
the vogue for units. This was in 
collaboration with Con Conrad and 
Ned Wayburn. Dyed-in-the-wool 
oldtimers raised a big holler in the 
London of that day. They contend- 
ed, and they were right, that units 
would be at the expense of book- 
ings for individual turns. The units 
had a considerable fad both in Lon- 
don halls and in the provinces 
while worried performers stood by 
and sweated it out. 

In a year or two World War | 
came along and then there were 
never enough acts to go around. 











Robert Taylor’s Oil Well 


Omaha, June 8. 
oil drilling firm in which 
Robert Taylor is associated has 
brought in its first well at New- 
castle, Wyo., in the state’s eastern 
sector. 

SS a 


An 


Simmons, affiliated with 


‘humble spectator, 


. the 


THOSE EXPANDING PARKS 


Pacific Chain Opens 25th Drive-In 
—Starts 26th 
us Los Angeles, June 8. 

Pacific Drive-In Theatres will 
open its 25th ozoner, the Rose- 
crans, next week and will then 
start construction on its 26th, to 
be known as the Covina. 

Each of the new theatres repre- 
sents an outlay of $300,000, exclu- 
sive of the land, and will have a 
capacity of 1,500 cars. 


Behind-Scenes-And-Necks 
View Wins Respect For 
McCarthy Video Experts 


By FLORENCE LOWE 
Washington, June 8. 

The person with a tv screen has 
a front row seat, to the country’s 
current number one attraction— 
the McCarthy-Army hearings. 
But, as in all top show biz produc- 
tions, there’s a behind-the-scenes 
operation that not even the front 
pew stub holders can see. And in 
this one respect, even the most 
jam-packed in 
the aisles of the 200 seat Senate 
Caucus room, has an advantage 
over the comfortably-seated living 
room viewer. 

The hustle-and-bustle of the 
hearing room is necessarily lost as 
strategically placed cameras 
concentrate on the stars of the per- 
formance, training the sharp eyes 
of tv on such principals as Senator 
Joseph McCarthy, the committee 
members, counsel for the various 
sides, the witness of the day. The 

(Continued on page 13) 


STEIFEL ‘CAN'T BELIEVE’ 
BOXER BRIBE CHARGE 


Philadelphia, June 8. @ 
Heavyweight Clarence Henry’s 
arrest in New York on charges of 
trying to “fix” the fight between 
middleweights Bobby Jones and 
Joey Giardello at Madison Square 
Garden, Friday night (11) had re- 
percussions in the local film 
colony. 

Sam Stiefel, former Hollywood 
producer and Philly theatre-man, 
took Henry out of amateur com- 
petition in Los Angeles in 1948 
and financed the first years of his 
career as heavyweight contender. 
Stiefel said he was shocked by the | 
report, and “I wouldn't believe it 
un'ess Henry told me himself.” 

Stiefel said Henry, an amateur 
sersation in Hollywood in 1948, 
was brought to him by Johnny In- 
drisano, former Boston fighter and 
a Hollywood consultant on boxing, : 











who was working at the time on 
Stiefél’s production “The Big 
Wheel.” 

The producer bought Henry's 
contract outright and put the 
fighter, his manager and trainer | 
on personal payroll. At the end 
of the summer. of 1951, Stiefel 


turned the heavyweight over to 
Frank (Blinky) Palermo, Philade]l- 
phia fight manager. Stiefel said the 
fighter cost him about $15,000, “for 
which I never cut him a dime.” 














Baldies Pose a Television Problem, But Wig Biz Is 


Overcoming Sensitivities 








OBOLER USES OWN DOUGH 


His ‘Bwana Devil’ Profits Behind 
Spear’ 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Arch Oboler’s next 3-D produc- 
tion, “Spear in the Sand,” will be 
made without partners and without 
outside financial backing. It will be 
bankrolled by his profits on 
“Bwana Devil.” 

Picture, currently in the writing 
mill, is -slated for a September 
start at the Palladium studios, in 
Copenhagen, with finishing touches 
to be made in Hollywood. 


: Minevitch Sets Parisian 
igiseerk: j Record Revamping Inn; 
| ‘REALISM Town’s Smartest Looker 














HORACE HEIDT 


Currently On Tour 
Under Personal Management 
WALTER PLANT 









































By By GENE MOSKOWITZ 
AL BLOCK Paris, June 8. 
ss Borrah Minevitch probably set 
eee eee a record in his tour-de-force of 


- ‘ le ly redoing a centuries-old 
Now I ama kid who likes real- | complete y1 g Louis in a 


: ate Ore as ‘cafe on the Ile St. 
a say Ws jet (ome carry | week. Long shifts rapidly shaped 


i a ” ‘this into a refurbished, but still 
hag Bie ey get) phe’ possessing its archaic charm, up- 
| parture in private eye stuff, and | Stairs club, plus an immensely 
stresses realism. To them it wasn’t | domed cave for the more cabaret 
ireal for cops to be screeching all | aspects of the club. No. 1 Quai De 
ithe time, so they decided to tone | Bourbon was inaugurated last 
,down. This did so well that each | Tuesday (1). ey 
player decided to underplay the | Reps from all walks of show biz 
other one. If the program gets two, flocked to the colorful isle which, 
decibels softer, this may turn out up to now, possessed no gathering 
to be television’s only weekly offer- | place. Crowds filled both sections 
“Silent Night.” Another of the club and overflowed into 
place we've decided to go in for | the street at intervals. Outside, the 
realism is in toys, especially dolls.|curious islanders gathered to 
| Now. the wav I look at it, a doll is, watch the ; outlanders who had 
supposed to make a child get to! made the first beachhead in cen- 
‘like little children, in the hope that | turies on this tight little island. The 





ing of 


vv 





Hollywood, June 8. 

Much has‘ been said and written 
about bald-headed men; that they’re 
romantic, industrious (“grass 
doesn’t grow on a racetrack’) and 
havea certain gentle charm. 

This much can be said against 
them: they're not for television. 
The shining pate, the glisten of an 
unthatched scalp and the luxuriant 
lack of a vegetated skull have made 
these slick-domed and now hapless 
mortals the anathema of camera- 
men (“it’s like shooting into the 
sun”), 

Out of which has thrived a new 
industry, a byproduct of the elee- 
tronic age. It used to be that fur- 
tive calls were made on beauty 
shops for a hair dye, a facial or 
other artifices to rout those tell- 
tale evidences of advancing years, 
What has long been the silent 
prayer of the actor, “God save my 
hair,” has assumed even greater 
importance now that the actor is 
the guest in a million living rooms. 

No longer does the un-hirsuted 
thesp sneak into Max Factor’s, 
Perc Westmore’s or a dozen other 
emporiums of the ersatz hair-do 
for a “fitting.” Hair has become 
standard equipment and the baldiés 
recede from recognition” at the 
casting offices in conformity with 
their hair line. When the seba- 
ceous glands become dormant and 
there sprouts not a jot or tittle of 
filament, the actor knows full well 


(Continued on page 61) 


ETHEL MERMAN’S 1006 
CBS-TV CONTRACT 


Hollywood, June 8. 








Ethel Merman’s contract with 


‘one day they will be pleased to, St. Louisans are a clannish lot, | CBS-TV was completed last week. 
have a child of their own. In our and many rarely make the trip | Web will get her exclusive services 


day and our grandparents’ day, a abroad, which they consider is 
doll was a nice, mute thing that a crossing the Seine into Paris. 


from September of this year to the 


A | following June during which span 


child could tuck into bed, unmind-| bit frustrated, inbred and suspi- | she will do four one-hour shows 


ful of the actual problems of par- | cious of the new, they have a so- 


enthood. ciety, Society Des Amis De L’Ile 

But that doesn’t go for today. |, St. Louis, for the preservation of 
Realism set in! 
dolls are getting to be so big the 
‘child can’t bring ’em in for half- Minevitch shrewdly had a Beaux 
fare at a movie house. Next the, Arts rep on hand to inspect and 
dolls started walking. As if this; make sure that the original con- 
wasn't enough, they started talking, (Continued on page 61) 
and velling “Mama”! 

Now, that wasn’t too bad, but 
when they suddenly have the doll 
crying, sneezing, wetting its pants, 
and regurgitating, I say that is go- 
ing to far. It’s enough to have to 
burp your kid at five in the morn- | wpe’ a. : 
res gpd ole having to diaper her Louisville-to-New York show train 
doll! has prompted a second Broadway 

Now we come to the movies: The | Playgoing jaunt from that south- 
movies used to be a wonderful | &™ locale. Boyd Martin, drama 
place to relax. When the movies @ditor of The Courier-Journal, 
got so bad that they had to put Louisville, who arranged for the 


tenance of the island. 














chlorophyl in the popcorn, the initial ss oe ane tee 
pa ' 2 repeat trip for the latter part o 
Continued on page 10) this month. Martin had to turn 
down about 65 bids for the May 

| visit. 
| Second Louisville Legit Train 
Hot Weather Joe E. | will accommodate 100 persons, 
Al Bernie goes into the. | shelling out $87.50 apiece for trans- 


Copacabana, N. Y.,July 22, for | portation, hotel quarters and tix 


three weeks. This is Bernie’s | to “Sabrina Fair,” “Ondine,” “Solid 
third summer engagement at |Gold Cadillac,” “Oh Men, Oh 
the Copa. Impresario Jules | Women,” “Tea and Sympathy” and 


Podell has 
hot-weather 


dubbed him 


“the | “Wonderful Town.” 
Joe E. 


Lewis.” 


Plays are the 
same as were covered by the first 


First of all, the the historical and spiritual main-| § : 
| ing in October at the rate of $10,- 
, 000 monthly. 





LOUISVILLE SHOW TRAIN | 
BRINGS QUICK REPRISE 


Large response to last month’s | 





| Katcher and 
| Purdom in role of the late pianist- 


with no less than two to emanate 
from the Coast. 

Pact calls for Miss Merman to 
get $100,000, with payments start- 


She'll also have the 
right to approve the rest of the 
show. 

NBC said in New York that Miss 
Merman is scheduled to head up 
one of Leland Hayward’s Monday 
night spectaculars next season, but 
date was given. Broadway 
singer made a January and Febru- 
ary appearance on the web’s Col- 
gate “Comedy Hour” at a reported 
$50,000 for the pair of dates. 





EDDY DUCHIN BIOPIC 





But Lawyer Says Metro Jumped 
Gun on Publicity 





Metro claims to have purchased 
the life story of Eddy Duchin for 
production next year. Film will 
be based on an original by Leo 
will star Edmund 


bandleader. 

Studio’s purchase announcement, 
however, was refuted in New York 
by attorney Sol Rosenblat, execu- 
tive director of the Duchin estate. 


| Rosenblat declared that while Me- 

















the film star in a 10-well drilling “Now that he’s in this trouble, | Be rnie has just finished six | Louisville contingent. Second |tro’s purchase price had _ been 
program, said the Dupler-Yates I sincerely hope it turns out to months on the Kate Smith tv | string of theatregoers will leave | agreed upon, there were yet many 
Robert Taylor No. 1 has been set be a mistake. I just can’t belirve show, averaging one appear- Louisville June 28 and return| other details to be settled before 
with pipe. Clarence would do any such thing,” ance weekly, July 4. ithe purchase could be finalized. 
pe — ae —_ = _ = 
on — — 
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Telethons continue in bad odor. the 


é latest in- mockery of the 
fragrance coming from Providence, R.1., where like this: $3,500 
razzie-dazzle promotion laid an egg. The snapper 10% 
on the fiasco was provided by the Providence 


Bulletin: “In other words, jt cost nearly five times 
as much to make a net of about $500 below last 
year’s net.” 

| As usual, the cause was worthy. As usual. the 
| buildup was high-powered. As usual, the disappoint- 
| ments were many. Angry local newspapers attempt- 
fed te pin the blame on some person or persons, 
|They made much of a New York firm of charity 
/consultants getting a fee of $3,500 for talent con- 
} tacts, in the light of the failure of the promised 
Stars to make an appearance. The New York charity 
/expert denied it was anybody's fault, and perhaps 
/he is right in the sense that it’s the whole telethon 
| way of life which is guilty. 


sion is 
event ) 


The 


What came out in Providence is a carbon copy 
of disclosures following earlier telethons in other 
tburgs. The costs are. abnormally high and make 


losses, the 





for special telephones, $300 for pledge cards. 
spells complication and hazard to any local charity 
committee committing itself to an all-night grind. 


Manhattan charity 
an unpleasant incident against him but asserts that 
he, too, is in the red. 
to telethons;, when the promoters also complain of 
stupidest 
to the unreliability of telethonss 


Charity’s Unsweet Telethons 


It goes 
advice, 


“sweet charity’ involved. 
(or 10°°) for New York 


for Theatre Authority permission, $3,500 for 
the tv station, $900 for rental of auditorium, $600 


This 


Presumably more telethons will have to burn the 
breeches of more charity auspices before the illu- 
abandoned that this is a surefire 
for raising funds. Meantime natives will be shocked 
when they learn (invariably after, not before the 
that those 
$1,000 and expenses minimum and that everybody 
else gets paid, and well paid. 


method 


dynamic all-night emcees get 


consultant not ‘only has 


Maybe that’s the final answer 
must tumble 


local auspices 









SNP MTR “IP 


IIE os 


a 


Tog EI 




















i ie 


—~— = = & 


Ss Vea ee 


“Ss ct mee eee te 





ta pe NETRA OTE E DEE Ge 


= a6 





Wednesday, June 9, 1954 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 8 











Turnstile In, Lie Detector Out 


When a theatre installs a turnstile to‘save money, there’s bound 
- te be some question as to whether the guy who goes back to the 
b.o., maintaining he saw the picture is telling the truth. 

To solve this problem, the Pix and other Brandt theatres in the 
mid-Manhattan area, put up signs saying “Positively No Refunds” 
shortly after conversion to turnstiles. 
a thing, management is still straining its judgment deciding who's 
being honest and who isn’t in demanding refunds. 

Said a wag: “They got a turnstile going in; they oughta have a 


lie-detector coming out.” 








‘GWTW in King Size & Stereo Sound 
Cues Film Classics Updating Trend 


Modernization of film classics 


to meet the demands of the wide- 
screen and stereophonic sound era 
may become commonplace. Retread 
treatment apparently will be re- 
served for the “great” pictures of 
yesteryear and not accorded to just 
any reissue. An example of the 
pictures selected for the up-dat- 
ing are “Gone With the Wind” 
and “The Jolson Story.” 

Combined with the original in- 
gredients of the pictures, the new 
look is proving a boxoffice plus. On 
the basis of early experience on 
modernization, film companies are 
combing their vaults in search of 
product suitable for re-working. 
During the early stages of the 
switch to widescreen, the major 
distribs re-released a rash of spec- 
tacle films which they hoped would 
be satisfactory for widescreen 
viewing. However, with the addi- 
tion of stereophonic sound, more 
careful consideration is given to 
the films selected, since the re-re- 
cording of the sound is a relative- 
ly costly operation. 

Columbia added a_ magnetic 
sound track to “The Jolson Story” 
while Metro provided a Perspecta 
sound track for “GWTW.” Origi- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Quantity Not Foe 
Of Quality—TOA 


Theatre Owners of America lead- 
ers, at the special summer meeting 
of the executive committee and 
the board in Los Angeles June 17- 
19, plan to sit down with the pro- 
duction heads of the major com- 
panies and of independent compa- 
nies to seek some solution to the 
current product shortage. Walter 
Reade Jr., TOA prexy, termed the 
upcoming session as perhaps “the 
most important in the history of 
TOA.” 

“Certainly we recognize,” said 
Reade, “the fact that new processes 
as well as an increased number of 
epic pictures have caused a de- 
crease in the number of*pictures 
produced—and, just as certainly, 
we are not pleading for quantity 
rather than quality. But we’ feel 
that there are practical answers if 
we have cooperation and under- 

(Continued on page 16) 


McCoy Backgrounds Pay 
Off When Foreign Story 
Gets Back to Foreigners 


From the standpoint of interna- 











tional relations and in helping our | in the open. 


Government combat Communism 


abroad, the best thing our industry | dustry so far is not on strike, agi- 


is doing is making pictures which 
require foreign backgrounds in the 
countries that are depicted. That's 
the view of Edward Lachman, for- 
mer prexy of Allied Theatre Own- 
ers of New Jersey. Pictures made 
in Hollywood with foreign~ back- 
grounds, Lachman said, are boynd 
to misrepresent small details and 
it is these minute defections which 
the Communist press picks up and 
make a big to-do about. 

Lachman recently returned from 
a six-week trip abroad and sur- 
veyed the film situation both as an 
exhibitor and as an equipment dis- 
tributor, He’s head of Lorraine Car- 
bons, an outfit which has the west- 

(Continued on page 18) 


But since signs don’t mean 
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PAPAL HONOR 


Ed Dowden of Loew’s Made Knight 
of St.’ Gregory 








Knighthood in the Order of St. 
Gregory, a high honor of the Ro- 
man Catholic papacy, has been be- 
stowed upon Edward C. Dowden, a 
Loew veteran of over 25 years and 
assistant director of its Publicity- 
Advertising Department in N. Y. 

Award was conveyed by Arch- 
bishop Thomas E. Mulloy of the 
Brooklyn diocese on advice from 
the Papal Secretary of State in 
Rome on a citation of an “edify- 
ing life of practical Catholicity.” 

Dowden is active in various 
Catholic good works organizations 
in Brooklyn. 


$8,500,000 Into 
Disney Product 


Walt Disney product set for com- 
pletion by the end of this year rep- 
resents an investment of $8,500,000, 
believed to be the highest amount 
of coin tied up for a like period in | 
recent Disney history. 

Major portion of the budget has 
been allotted to “20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea,” live action Cine- 
maScope version of the Jules Verne 
classic. This is slated for release 
at Christmas. Also on the new pro- 
gram for the balance of 1954 are 
“The Vanishing Prairie,” as a fol- 
lowup to “Living Desert” in the 
True Life Adventure feature se- 
ries; “The Littlest Outlaw,” fea- 
ture live actioner being produced 
in Mexico, anc two two-reelers in 
the Pecole and Places series and 
seven ¢arioon shorts. Both “Prai- 
rie” and “Outlaw” are skedded for 
distribution in the fall. As is Dis- 
ney’s custom, all product will be 
in Technicolor. 

Included on the producer’s 1955 


(Continued on page 10) 


Strike Hits Radio In 
Argentine; Film Distribs, 
Exhibs Under Threat 


Buenos Aires, June 8, 1954. 











Strikes, which have been fairly | 
general in Argentine industries for | 
more or less 40 days, have now 
spread to the entertainment fields, | 
and whereas so far the Press has 
not been allowed to mention this 
situation, the spread to radio is 
bringing the whole mess right out 


Although the motion picture in- 


tation has been intense for some 
time, and today film-theatre op- 
erators are threatening to go out 
either tomorrow, or over this week- 
end. 

Distribution office personnel 
have been hassling with manage- 
ment for the better part of six| 
weeks, without reaching any settle- | 
ment. Yesterday the American | 
distributors submitted their abso- | 
lute maximum offers. to the union, | 
which nixed them outright and | 
countered by repeating demands | 
which management had rejected | 
from the start of negotiations. The 
union has served an ultimatum on) 
distributors, 

(Continued on page 18) 





giving them up al | 





MEANTIME ENDS: 
TIES'WITH RANK 


Production of from seven to 
eight “quota” films a year in 
Britain is planned by 20th-Fox, 
Company prexy Spyros P. Skouras 
disclosed last week. Discussions 
with a number of British producers 
are currently going on, he said. 

Discussing his recent trip to 
London, Skouras also reported that 
20th relations with J. Arthur Rank 
had been “completely severed” but 
that it had been done “in the 
friendliest way.” This apparently 
completes the break originally 
caused by stereophonic sound and 
Rank’s refusal to give CinemaScope 
pix extended playing time on his 
circuits. 

Asked what would happen to the 
75 Rank houses that had been com- 
pletely equipped for C’Scope and 
stereo sound, Skouras replied that 
20th product could not play them 
“since we are playing the opposi- 
tion.” 20th CinemaScopers have 
gone to first-run indies in Britain 
with, good success. Also, 20th has 
leased two showcases in London. 
The controversy with Rank started 
when the latter continued to yank 
C’Scope films out of his houses re- 
gardless of the business done. Ac- 
cording to 20th, this was a breach 
of a prior promise. 

Skouras said Joseph M. Mosko- 
witz, 20th v.p. and the studio’s 
liaison exec at the homeoffice, 
would go to London soon to con- 
tinue discussions he had started 
during his visit there. He declared 
he was not ready to divulge details 
of producers or scripts since both 


are still in the negotiating stage. | 


It’s indicated that 20th will not 
produce these films itself but will 
(Continued on page 16) 


Reinhardt’s ‘Rosalinda’ 


Hollywood, June 8. 





As Pathe Accuses Technicolor 


”* 





‘Dolls’ Deal Real 


Final and formal wrapup of the 
Samuel Goldwyn deal for purchase 
of the screen rights to “Guys and 
Dolls” is expected within the next 
couple of weeks. “We're now be- 
ginning to see light,” commented 
one of the parties to the transac- 
tion, in referring to the labyrin- 
thine legalistic work involved. 

Contract and appended docu- 
ments relating to title clearances 
and considerations of the Damon 
Runyon estate now run over 70 
pages. Goldwyn is guaranteeing 
$1,000,000 against 10% of the 
worldwide gross for rights to the 
click musical legiter. 


Metro Butters 
Up Selznick 


Feud between Metro and David 
O. Selznick has been patched up, 
with the film company bending 
over backwards to placate the pro- 
ducer of “Gone With the Wind.” 
Bad feeling stemmed from Metro’s 
alleged failure to give Selznick 
due credit for “GWTW” during a 
special 30th anni program on Ed 
Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” 
video show in February. 

Extent to which Metro has gone 
to satisfy Selznick is indicated in 
the ads and publicity for “Wind,” 
now in release for the fifth time. 
The printed matter contains no 
mention of Metro at all, eliminat- 
ing even the usual identification 
of the company releasing the pic- 
ture. Picture is listed as a David 





Selznick International picture. 





After 20 years with Metro, Gott- 
fried Reinhardt has organized his) 
own independent company with} 


Sullivan’s show two weeks ago 
spotlighted “Wind” and Selznick, 
who appeared in person to talk 


O. Selznick production and as a 3 


+ Long-smoldering feud in the dye- 
works end of the picture business 
exploded yesterday (Tues.) as 
Pathe Laboratories asked the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission to crack 
down on Technicolor. Latter was 
charged with alleged unfair prac- 
tices. 

FTC specifically was asked to en- 
join Techni from describing as “In 
Technicolor” or “Color by Techni- 
color” all pix which actually were 
made in the Eastman color proc- 
ess. In such cases, Techni process- 
es the release prints after the ac- 
tual lensing is with Eastman. 

Pathe charged tnis practice has 
“brought intentional deception of 
producers, distributors and the 
movie-going public and as such 
was unfair competition.” 

Pathe offered advertising show- 
ing, said the complaint, that the 
Techni label was on “The Robe,” 
“How to Marry a Millionaire,” 
“Beneath the 12-Mile Reef” and 
“Prince Valiant,” although these 
pix were in the Eastman process. 

Pathe stated its case thus: “For 
approximately 20 years the dye 


(Continued on page 18) 


Doomed Killer 
Sells His Book 


Columbia is paying $10,000 to 
Caryl Chessman, who is now await- 
ing execution in San Quentin’s gas 
| chamber, for film rights to his 
autobiography, “Cell 2455, Death 
| Row.” Convicted of a total of 17 
|crimes, Chessman, known as the 
Pe Light Bandit,” is to die July 








Jerry Wald, Col exec producer, 
| Was particularly interested in the 
memoirs and arranged for the pur- 
| chase. How the convict plans dis- 


“Rosalinda” as his first production.| about the picture and his career. | position of the cash was not dis- 


Tunefilm, based on the Strauss) 
opera, “Die Fledermaus,” will be) 
filmed in Munich this summer. Two | 
separate casts will appear in Eng: | 
lish and German versions. Cur-| 
rently Reinhardt is negotiating | 
with Kathryn Grayson to star in| 
the English version. 


The 30th anni show in February 
featured production chief Dore 
Schary. Insiders may have noticed 
a basic difference in the views of 
Selznick and Schary. Selznick, as 
a result of questioning by Sullivan, 
stated that the sole purpose of the 


(Continued on page 18) 





National Boxoffice Survey 





Post-Holiday Dip Bops Trade; ‘Coins’ Cops Ist, 
‘Dial M’ 2d, ‘Cinerama’ 3d, ‘Guitar’ 4th 





Most key cities are suffering | 
usual post-holiday slump in cur-| 
rent stanza, with some spots taking 
a beating from changeable weath- 
er. There is not much new product 
to help, either. Pittsburgh and In- 
dianapolis are still trying to over- 
come handicaps of _ transport 
strikes. 

“Three Coins in Fountain” (20th), | 
out for first session to any real | 
extent, is soaring to top position. | 
It is showing up nice to smash in) 
some 17 keys. “Dial M For Mur- | 
der” (WB) is taking second place | 
with 14 playdates. “Cinerama” (In- | 
die) is winding up third. 

“Johnny Guitar” (Rep), fifth last 
round, is capturing fourth spot, 
with many smash to great play- 
dates. In many locations it is bet- 
tering the sock trade registered by 
“Quiet Man,” one of Republic's 
greatest boxoffice winners. It is 
particularly strong in the south, 
including Ft. Worth, Dallas, Hous- 
ton, Atlanta and San Antonio. In 
most Texas cities, it’s running way 
ahead of ‘‘Quiet.” 

“Executive Suite’? (M-G), third 
last week, is fifth. “Long Wait” 
(UA) is taking sixth money while 
“French Line’ (RKO) is seventh. 
“Knock on Wood” (Par) is winding | 
in eighth. “Elephant Walk,” also | 
Par, and “River of No Return” | 
(20th) are finishing ninth and 10th, | 





respectively. | 
“Genevieve” (U) and “Indiscre- | 

tion of American Wife” (Col) are} 

the two runner-up pix. 
“Student Prince’ (M-G), 


with|. 


string of fresh playdates, still re- 
mains very uneven. It is nice in 
Chi and solid 


modest in Denver. 
okay in Louisville. 


shapes so-so in St. Louis, okay in 
Detroit, mild in Denver and slow 
in *Boston. 

“Black Horse Canyon (U), also 
new, is good in Portiand, oke in In- 
dianapolis and mildish in Boston,. 
“Gog” (UA) is rated moderate in 
L.A. 

“Gone With Wind” (MG), out on 
reissue again, is sock on new open- 
ing in K.C., and continuing great on 
second weeks in Frisco and N. Y. 
“Prisoner of War’ (M-G) looms 
nice in Chi. | 

“Carnival Story” (RKO) still is 
fancy in N. Y. and starting out fine 
in Cincy. “Living Desert” (Disney) 
is smash in Minneapolis and trim 
in St. Louis. 

“Secret of Incas” (Par), just get- 
ting started, looks okay in Seattle 


and fair in N. Y. “Men of Fighting | 


Lady” (M-G) shapes nice in Chi. 
“Top Banana” (UA) looms fat in 
K.C. and okay in Chi. “Gorilla at 
Large” (20th) is nice in Buffalo. 
New reissue packages were tried 
this week. “Shane”’-“‘Detective 


| Story,” both Par pix, look about 


best with okay session im Detroit. 


|“Okinawa,” paired with “Fighting 


Coast Guard,” both Republic 
oldies, also are okay in Chi. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9) Ps 


in Cleveland, but | 
fair in Pitt and Indianapolis, and | 
Pic is rated || 
Another new | 
film, “Witness To Murder” (UA), | 


| closed. 

Col intends “Death Row” as a 
factual, documentary story offer- 
| ing no defense of Chessman. 
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Color Labs’ Feud On FTC Camera 
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GERMANS DAYDREAM: ‘WHAT ITALIANS, 
FRENCH DO IN U.S., WE CAN, 700’ 


German film industry, enviously + 
watching what success has been 
had in the U. S. by Italian and 
French features, fails to grasp the 
idea that, whereas Italo and 
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Payroll Pebbles: R ir 
se » » 4. Columbus, June 8. 


Seeking reasons for a decline:in Ohie.business, Robert A, Wile, 
executive secretary of the Independent Theatre Owners of Ohio, 
told his members in a recent. bulletin that unemployment in the 
State is high in comparison to others and high school graduates 
are finding it tough to get work. 

Apparently the fall-off is not alarming, but it is causing some 
apprehension. When 3,000 are laid off in various Canton plants 
and smaller towns in the southern part of the state, particularly 
coal towns, and have men working only two days a week, business 





SURE WAY OF LOSING MONEY 
NFFC Cites Providing Coin for 
Brit. Production 


Challenge United Artists’ 
‘Lucrezia Borgia’ Title 


Hassle has developed over Uni- 





French films have a certain “snob” 
appeal among American audiences, 
German imports:do not. 

“The label ‘Made in Germany’ 





may have that appeal when it 


on: ot neleeeGc tnstrus | 
comes to toys or scientific instru 'on the same subject. 


ments, but not on pictures,” says | 
Henry Lester, rep of the German 
Carlton Films production outfit | 
who is in the U. S. to arrange a 
co-production deal with Paul | 
White, former Selznick exec. | 

Lester maintained that, up until} 
about a year ago, the Germans} 
were not particularly interested in | 
the foreign market and stuck to} 
films tailored to German tastes. | 
Now that the producers are inter-/ 
ested in export, they have swung 
over to the other side and are | 
overestimating their possibilities | 
jin the American market. “There} 
is a feeling in the German indus- 
try that the lack of success of Ger- | 
man productions in the U. S. so 
far has been due primarily to poor 
handling.” Lester related. He 
added that there was considerable 
discussion of dubbing, but a fail- 
ure to recognize that, unlike Euro- 
pean audiences, Americans have 
yet to become accustomed to an 
English soundtrack on a foreign 
film. 

Coeproduction Needs 

Lester, who believes that copro- 
duction is the first and all-im- 
portant step in getting Americans 
acquainted with German films and 
their stars. said he thought the 
lack ef success for German pix in 
this country so far was due in part 
to the fact that they have not yet 
found a distinct style of their own 
—They're just making haphazard 
things that often attempt to copy 

Continued on page 16) 


Metro’s ‘Valley of Kings’ 
Nearest Ready of Three 
Features on Old Egypt 


Discovery of the funeral ship of 
the fourth-dynasty King Cheops by 
Egyptian archaeologists has film 
company ballyhooligans doing nip 
ups to take advantage of the world- 





wide publicity the find has re- 
ceived. No less than three film 
companies have upcoming films 
dealing with Egypt. 

Metro. with “Valley of the 
Kings” set for July release, has 
the jump on the others from the 
standpoint of immediacy and sub- 
ject depicted in the film. The M- 
G entry concerns an expedition 
seeking the tomb of an ancient 
Pharaoh. The first sequences were 
photographed in and around the 
fhree Pyramids and the Sphinx, 
including the Great Pyramid of 
Cheops 

Twentieth-Fox will be represent- 
ed by “The Egyptian.” based on 
the best-selling novel. Picture was 
also filmed on location in Egypt. 
Warner Bros. is currently filming 
in Eg “Land of the Pharoahs.” 





HAL DANSON SUCCEEDS 
GOLD AT NAT'L SCREEN 


Hial Danson, veteran promotion 
exec, has been appointed ad-pub 
director of National Screen Service, 
succeeding Mel Gold, who resigned 


recently. 

Danson’'s previous industry posts 
included trailer production at Para- 
mount and ad manager for Eagle 
Lion. 


——— >? 


Holden to Demonstrate 
VistaVision in Orient 


Hollywood June 8 
Paramount's VistaVision will be 
demonstrated by William Holden 
on a tour of the Orient, starting 
June 16 in Tokyo, where he will 
join Louis Mesenkop, studio en 
pinee Other demonstrations will 


be held in Manila, Singapore and 
Bombay. 

While in the Far East Holden 
Will visit New Delhi, Bangkok and 
Hong Kong to plug three of his 
films, ‘‘Sabrina “The Country 
Girl” and “The Bridges At 
Toko-Ri.” j 


theatre 


| switched 


ted Artists’ French import, “Lu- 
crezia Borgia.” Noel Meadow and 
Sam Cummins are challenging 
UA’s right to the title which they 
are using on their eld French film 


UA has been asked to change 
the name'‘of their import. Latter 
ran into some hot water with the 
U.S. Customs but has now been 
cleared. 


Eastern View: 
COMPO PublicPoll 
Won't Hurt Oscar 


Special committee of the Coun- 
cil of Motin Picture Organizations 
has recommended an annual “Best 
picture, etc..” public poll to be 
conducted by theatres beginning 
this vear. Balloting. under the 
plan, will take place Jan. 1-15 and 
will cover all films released in 
1954. 

The 





committee, comprised of 

advertising executives, 
nixed a proposal for a month-to- 
month canvassing of the audience 
as impracticable. 
voted for the once-a-year sweep- 
stakes to start with. Running it 
On a seasonal basis will be con- 
sidered later. 

Committee's 
drawn at a N. Y. meciing over the 
past weekend. have been submitted 
to COMPO’s three-man governing 


| beard for ratification. 


In addition to the best pic, audi- 


,ences will be asked to select top 
male and female performances and 
| the 
|femme personalities. 


and 
Committee 
reps said it’s hoped that 5,000 the- 
atres, at least. will participate. It’s 
figured their costs will be nominal, 
covering only minor accessories 
and printed ballots. 

Mrs. Alice N. Gorham of United 
Detroit Theatres. who was elected 
chairman of the _ poll group, 


most promising male 


stressed “this is in no sense a con- | 


test. It is a free, untrammeled 
vote expressing the choice of **e 
movie theatre patrons of A” « 
in the five categories des 
on the ballot. There wil 
gimmicks, and the only pri‘: 
be the symbelic awards th. 
be given the winners.” 
Ultimate aim, of course, is 
Continued on page 10) 


HAROLD LASSER JOINS 
U’S LEGAL -BATTERY 


Harold Lasser, special assistant 
and trial attorney for the antitrust 
Givision of the Department of Jus- 
tice in N. Y. the past 10 years. has 
to Universal. He joined 
the legal staff of the film company 


te 





under Adolph Schimel, v.p. and 
general counsel, this week. 
Lasser, in his years with the 


Government, was closely involved 
with many antitrust matters con- 
cerning show business, mainly the 
film industry. 


Zanuck Preps Sequel 
To Unreleased ‘Egyptian’ 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Twentieth-Fox's “The Egyptian,” 
still unreleased, will 
quel. Darry!] F. Zanuck is going to 
Europe this month on CinemaScope 
business will continue on to 
Egypt to look over the ground with 
a view to producing a follow-up to 
his recently completed film about 
the ancient kings of the Nile. While 
there he will inspect the newly dis- 





and 


covered funeral ship built by a Pha-| 


roah nearly 5000 years ago. 


Understood the sequel will have 
the same cast toppers as 


dom, Jean Simmons, Victor Mature, 
Michael Wilding and Gene Tierney. 


Group, instead, , 


reco7.imendations, 


“The | 
| Egyptian,” including Edmund Pur- 





London, June 8. 

One sure way. of losing money, 
judging from a five-year review of 
film financing published last week 
|by the National Film Fimance 
'Corp., is to provide the end money 
|for British production. The state 
bank, which has been in business 
since 1949, shows in its balance 
| sheet that it has already made pro- 
| vision for losses of around $9,000,- 
| 000 of which more than $6,500,000 
|eventually will have,to be written 
'off as bad. Three-Guarters of the 
l red entry is attributable to British 
' Lion. 
| Taking the philosophical view 
that losses were always recognized 
| to. be inevitable, the report implies 
| that it has failed in its prime mis- 
‘sion inasmuch .as fresh private 
finance has “not been forthcoming 
to any considerable extent.” The 
!'NFFC was originally set up during 
the peak of the 1948-49 crisis to 
encourage private investment at a 
time when banks and other financ- 
ing houses were fighting shy of 
film investmen':. 

On the credit side, however, they 





reckon that through their activi- | 


ties, dollars have been saved and 
earned. They also hazard the view 
that the production industry is 
showing signs of moving towards 
stability, provided present aids are 
continued and that “externai con- 
ditions do not grow worse.” There 
is, however, no immediate pros- 
pect of avoiding losses by provi- 
sion of risk money. 

The NFFC report shows a con- 
siderable loss on the financing of 
British Film Makers (Group 1) in 
co-operation with the Rank organi- 
zation. This scheme was initiated 
at the time the Rank group was 
cutting its production schedules. A 
smaller loss was 
Group 2 in association with Associ- 


ated British Picture Corp. Losses ! 


on Group 3 have been “high” but 
the NFFC is satisfied that valuable 
lessons have been learned. 


Point to Distrib Bally 
Other Than Regular Rote 
On Upcoming Releases 





g eagerness to plug upcoming 
éleases with both the trade and 
ne press. This is aside from the 
egular tradeshows which don't 
draw much exhib interest. 

Previews are a reflection of a 
number of factors and partiecular- 
ly the introduction of stronger 
competition with the drop in re- 
leases. Companies, with a big in- 
vestment in their widescreen pro- 
ductions., are selling them much 
harder than before and are tying 
this in with a pitch for exhib co- 
operation. Reasoning is that unless 
the theatres show some enthusi- 
asm, a film can’t be properly put 
across. 


Latest unveiling is to be done by | 


20th-Fox with its “Royal Tour of 
Queen Elizabeth and Philip” in 
CinemaScope and Eastmancolor. 
Previews will start at theatres in 
the key exchanges later this month 
and will be attended by trade and 
press during regular show hours 
with an audience present, Before 
(or after this, 20th will give the 
trade a glimpse of many new 
CinemaScope productions shot 
with its new Bausch ‘& Lomb tak- 
ing lenses. This industry report, 
paralleling the one 20th put out 
(Continued on page 10) 
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N. Y. to Europe 


Anthony Bartley 
Cecil Bernstein 


Phillip Bloom 
Joan Caulfield 
Leonard Goldenson 
Marsha Hunt 
| Sol Hurok 
| 


| 

i . 

| Sidney. Bernstein 
{ 

{ 


Deborah Kerr 

Dorothy Kilgallen 

Anne Jackson 

| Dave Morris 

| John B. Nathan 

Frartk Ross 

| Loren Ryder 
Robert Sarnoff 
Sir Philip Warter 


is affected all over the state. 








Barney Briskin Gen. Mer. 
For ‘Oklahoma’ Shooting 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Rodgers and Hammerstein signed 
Barney Briskin as general manager 
of production for the filming of 
“Oklahoma,” in the new Todd-AO 
process, 

Briskin, who was veepee and pro- 
duction chief of Sol Lesser Pro- 
ductions for 18 yeats, left that or- 
ganization last week and wil) make 
his headquarters on the Metro 
lot. 


Native Vs. Foreign 
Argentine Hassle 


Over Playdates 


Buenos Aires, June 8. 








incurred by | 


} 


Distribs are showing an increas- | 


The issue of release permits to 
American and Italian motion pic- 
ture distributors in Argentina has 
| been slowed up once more, due to 
complaints by the native producers 
that foreigners were releasing too 
many films and taking too much 
_Argentine playing time. 

Sr. Apold, Argentina's 
' Chief and Entertainment czar, has 
promised the Italo-American dis- 
| tributors that he will try to redress 
the situation in their favor very 
shortly, as he is seeking a modifica- 
tion of the native protectionist pol- 
j icy, but in the meantime he has 
had no recourse but to bow to the 
| producers’ will, expressed to Pres- 
ident Peron through spokesmen of 
powerful influence. 


The fact is that Argentine pro- | 


ducers are disgruntled by the ex- 
,ceptionally poor grosses of their 
latest product. As there is no long- 


er a dearth of American or Euro-! 
pean pictures, the public rejects | 


any dud pieture, whatever its na- 
tionality, and the native material 
has certainly included a major pro- 
portion of flops. The local boys 
seem unable to grasp that they 
could have all the playing time in 
(Continued on page 13) 
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Portland Hoffa 
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Georgie Kaye 
Frank King 
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Ray Nazarro 
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Collapse of British Lion Plus Govt. 
Takeover Cause Film Biz Misgiving 


By HAROLD MYERS 


London, June 8. 

The collapse of British Lion and 
the announcement that the gov- 
ernment is to step up and virtually 
run a state-owned distributing or- 
ganization, has provided the Brii- 
ish picture industry with its big- 
gest postwar sensation. The dee 
velopment is regarded with a great 
deal of misgiving even though ex- 
perienced trade executives will be 
appointed to administer the new 
organization. 

Along London’s film row (Ward- 
our Street) there is a persistent 
rumor that Sir Arthur W. Jarratt, 
managing director of the existing 
British Lion Co., will be named top 
executive of the company which 
will be formed under the aegis of 
the National Film Finance Corp. 
and which wil! function as the gov- 
ernment’s distributing outlet. 
There is no confirmation of this re- 
port nor is there likely to be until 
the preliminary details of company 
registration have been completed. 

Since they received the green- 
light from the government last 
week, the NFFC has been taking 
immediate steps to form the new 
distributing body. Although a 
name has yet to be selected, it is 
confidently believed that the words 
British Lion will be retained in the 
new title. Trade insiders con- 
sider it likely the new organization 
will be tagged British Lion (1954), 
Ltd. 

Although there may be some ex- 
ecutive changes, and it is almost 
certain that Harold C. Drayton will 
exit his post as chairman, it is be- 
lieved, and hoped, that there will 
be continuity among the lower 
echelon, particularly in regard to 

(Continued on page 10) 


Smalley’s ‘Antitrust Suit 
Against Schines Throws 
Full ‘Conspiracy’ Book 


Albany. June 8. 
Complaint in a treble-damage, 
antitrust action for $2,500,000 was 
filed in U.S. District Court at Utica 





Monday (7) by Smalley The- 
atres, Inc., and Smalley Norwich 
Theatre Corp. against Schine 


_Chain Theatres, Inc., Schine Cir- 


| cuit, 


| 
{ 





Inc., two other Schine cor- 
porations, J. Myer Schine and 
Louis W. Schine and the eight ma- 
jor distributors. 

It is charged that Schine inter- 
ests corftracted avith the producer- 
distributor defendants ‘greatly in 
excess of the exhibition require- 
ments of theatres owned or oper- 
ated by the Schine defendants in 
(Continued on page 10) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Lita Baron 
Maurice Bergman 
Charles Brown 
Rory Calhoun 
Alfred E. Daff 
Laraine Day 

Fred Hift 
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Al Lichtman 

Max Liebman 
Larry Lowenstein 
Joseph H. Moskowitz 
Murray Silverstone 
Spyros P. Skouras 
William L. Taub 
George A. Smith 
Ear! I. Sponable 
Dave Tebet 

Sy Weintraub 


Europe to N. Y. 


Claudio Arrau 

Irving Brecher 
Robert Clark 

Abel Green 

John Heawood 

Ilya Lopert 

Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
Charles Reagan 
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Subsidy-Suifing Society 


Society of Independent Motion Picture Producers is keeping 
a close watch on film pact developments in France and is pre- 
pared to “take some action i& there is a clearcut subsidy provision” 


in the deal, Ellis 
He added that h 


all, SIMPP prexy, said Monday (7). 
couldn’t take any position until aware of the 


provisions of the agreement. Citing different ideas of what does 


and does not constitute a subsi 


dy, Arnall defined it thusly: “A 


grant-in-aid to assist some particular group or individual.” 


SIMPP hasn’t been a party to 


negotiations, preferring to make its own arrangements. 


has made it clear in the past th 


either the French or Italian film 
Arnall 
at the indies sternly oppose sub- 


sidies which they consider a means of exacting tribute to carry 


on trade. 




















Ex-UFA Film Director Hopes His ; 
History of World May Become Film 





London, June 8. + 


A major literasy enterprise, 
which has already involved 10 
years’ research and will require a 
further three years of actual writ- 
ing to complete, is being under- 
taken by Karl Grune, a former 
UFA film directeur, who has been 
domiciled in Britain for the last 
20 years. The works, which will 
run into seven volumes, trace the 
history of civilization under the 
overall title of “From the Begin- 
ning to the Beginning.” They are 
being penned with the prime ob- 
ject of early filmization, with each 
volume calling for a separate pro- 
duction. 

Two of the seven volumes al- 
ready have been completed and 
negotiations are now progressing 
for a British publisher. As soon as 
a deal has been set, Grune intends 
to visit the U.S. to arrange the first 
of the seven full-length features 
which he envisages will be derived 
from his works. 

The author describes his work as 
an interpretation of the Bible from 
the opening words “In the_begin- 

(Continued on page 22) 


Video’s A Young Man’s 
Biz, Not for H’wood’s 





Metro Echelon Hits Coast 


As part of the company’s policy 
of long-range product planning, 
Metro homeoffice toppers are 
heading for the Coast over the 
weekend for confabs with produc- 
tion executives. 

Headed by prexy Nicholas M. 
Schenck; the delegation from New 
York will include veepee-treasurer 
Charles Moskowitz, sales chief 
Charles Reagan, and pub-ad veepee 
Howard Dietz. Originally produc- 
tion chief Dore Schary was to come 
to Gotham for the talks, but plans 
were altered and Schary cancelled 
his trip east. Reagan returned 
from a month’s European vacation 
on Monday (7). 


India Worsens 


As Yank Market 


American films, already severely 
limited in India, are facing an even 
tougher fight there as the result of 
the projected establishment of a 
Film Production Bureau and a 
Film Institute, Irving Maas, Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. exec su- 
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Kind, Declares Ross 


“Television,” says producer) 
Frank Ross, “is for young people _ 
around 30 or so. It’s a hectic and) 
terrible business.” 

Ross made these observation in- 
N.Y. Monday (7) prior to leaving | 
today (Wed.) for a European trek 
that will take him to all 20th-Fox 
exchanges. Purpose of the trip, on 


which he'll be accompanied by his | 


pervising the Far East, said in 
N. Y. last week on returning from 
a lengthy swing through his terri- 
tories. 


Maas said “the climate is against | public, in accepting and not 
us” in India where the active lo-/ cepting 


PUZZLING OUT US. 


WAYS 








PROMOTION START 
IN FALL-LOURAL 


By FRED HIFT 


With the example of the Italians 
before it, it’s now the French in- 





peculiar requirements of the. 
American market and to come up| 
with an answer to the $64 ques-| 
tion: How can the circulation of | 
French films be expanded in| 
the United States, and which direc- | 
tion should such an expansion 
take? 

French interests will set up an 
office in N. Y. in the fali to aid 
and promote their films Georges’ 
Lourau, Unifrance prexy and also. 
a producer and distrib via Film-) 
sonor, said-in N. Y. last week. Uni- 
france is a French industry organi- 
zation functioning to promote 
French pix worldwide. 

Lourau, fresh in from France 
with his wife, reported that the 
French film agreement with the! 
Motion Picture Export Assn. was 
virtually set, a fact which will net. 
Unifrance $400,000 over a two-' 


subsidy. Coin is to be spent to) 
help broaden the circulation of | 
French productions overseas, with | 
the U. S. only a part of the overall 
plan. 
interested in pushing their pix in 
Latin-America where, according to 
Lourau, they have already man- 
aged to make significant inroads. 


Cites Three Points 

Lourau made three points re his 
outfit’s American plans: (1 He said 
it was his understanding that the 
agreement with MPEA contained a 
specific clause barring use of the 
$400,600 or any part of it for dis- 
'tribution of French films in the 
i U. S. (2) Much depended on the 
amount of dollars the French gov- 
ernment was willing to make avail- 
able. (3) Specific plans had not vet 
been set, particularly since Uni- 

(Continued on page 18) 





DOPING PUBLIC TASTE 


Several ‘Deserving’ Releases Dis- 
appeinting B.O. Expectations. 











7 


eal industry is asking protection of | 


the government. In addition, with 
the current chief censor stepping 
down soon, he expressed fear that 
India’s already strict censorship 


wife, Joan Caulfield, is to plug | might become even stricter. Under 


“Demetrius and the Gladiators,” 
his latest for 20th. 

Asked whether he was interest- 
ed in video—his wifé costars in 


the reorganized setup it'll be under 
the new national film board. 

Growing importance of the Far 
(Continued on page 10) 





CBS’ “My Favorite Husband”— 
Ross didn’t mince words. “We (film 
producers and_ directors) just 
aren't geared to it. It’s a different 
(Continued on page 10) 





DOOB TURNS Ph.D. 


Uses Research on High School 
‘GWTW’ Eagerness Quotient 





As part of the preparation for 
the re-release of “Gone With the 
Wind,” Metro surveyed more than 
2.000 of the nation's high schools to 
determine the want-to-see reaction 
of the teenage population. 

Survey, started in April, tapped 
34,723 high school girls and 31,328 
boys. Analysis of the returns, for- 
warded by school faculty advisers, 
indicated, according to Metro, 
that some 6,000,000 teen-agers will 
want to see the David O. Selznick 
Production. 

Poll, supervised by Oscar Doob 
of Metro, revealed that 90% never’ 
have seen the picture, but that the 
vast majority know about the pic- 
ture and had studied the Margaret 
Mitchell book in school. 

Questionnaires went to 2,500 high 
Schools in every state. Over 65° 
of the teachers to whom the ballots 
were mailed responded with writ- 
the reports. Total enrollment of 
ror Schools that participated was 

3.601. Five states failed to re- 
§POnd—Colorado, Nevada, North 


Carolina, North Dakota and New 
Mexico. 


i 


Figuring out the whims of the 
ac- 
pictures, continues. to 
stump industryites. What has par- 
ticularly irked filmites is the pub- 
lic’s failure to accept certain films 
which, by all standards, are A-l 
jobs and loaded with entertain- 
ment values. The pictures are usu- 
ally backed by critical acclaim and 
are also deemed worthy efforts by 
people in the industry, from the 
(Continued on page 16) 


year period via a quasi American | 


The French are particularly | 


| Feb. 27, 1954. 
| lent to 65c per share on the 2.474- 


ee 


Homeoffice Teams Hit Field, 
As Par Sells ‘Scientifically 





» i 


Disneyland’s Financiers 


Walt Disney Productions and | 





Theatres each is investing $500,000 | 
in “Disneyland,” miniature worid’s | 
fair and amusement park com-, 
bined, which is set for opening in 
the Los Angeles area either next | 
summer or next fall. Disney and 
AB-PT each will have a 34°% stock 


|interest under the initial phase of 


the financing. 

Balance of 32° will be owned 
by Western Printing & Lithograph- 
ing Co. and Walt Disney directly. 
Western Printing, which is located 
in Racine, Wis., has been printing 
and publishing all Walt Disney 
books and comic magazines for 


|;more than 20 years. 





Big Warner Cash 


In Indie Films 


Growing dependence of Warner 
Bros. on outside producers con- 
tinues to be reflected in the com- 
pany’s financial reports. Latest 
statement, covering the six months 
ending Feb. 27, 1954, reveals that 
WB advanced $10.655.842 to out- 
side producers. a hike of more than 
$2,000.000 from the $8.536.006 ad- 
vanced as of Aug. 31, 1953. Lat- 
ter figure is a 50° jump from the 
$4.448.201 advanced as of Aug 
31, 1952. 

WB, meanwhile, racked up a net 
profit of $1,618,000, after provision 
of $1.700,000 for Federal taxes and 
$250,000 for contingent iiabilities. 
for the six-month stanza ending 
The net is uiva- 


346 shares outstanding or reserved 
for exchange. Film rentals. sales. 
etc.. amounted to $34.059.000 as 
compared to $34.281,886 for the six- 


| month period ending Aug. 31, 1953 


The corresponding operation of 
the old Warner company ‘the new 
company was incorporated in 1953 
as a result of a split of theatre dis- 
tribution-production operation) re- 
sulted in a net profit of $1,333,000 
after provision for $1.784,000 for 
Federal taxes and $100,000 for con- 
tingent liabilities, for the § six- 
month period ending February 
1953. This figure represents the 
net profit after the elimination of 


‘net profit on the theatre operation. 





: ‘Shortages’ Vs. ‘Closed Minds’! 








Continued aloofness of many theatremen from 
foreign product, despite the alleged paucity of Hol- 
lywood offerings, has Jack Ellis doing a burn. A 
veteran in major company distribution, who moved 
into the field of importing pix a few years ago, Filis 
finds it “rankling, to say the least, to receive a deaf 
ear by so many exhibitors when you start to talk 

bout foreign product, whether it be English, 
rench or Italian.” 

The point has beén made before, of course, and 
likely will be repeated again and again in the future. 
Ellis believes it is especially fitting at this time, 
though, in the light of the howls anent shortages. 

The exec states: “Why do so many exhibitors have 
closed minds on the subject? Why do they say, 
as had been said many a time, ‘I'll never run another 
Italian film’ or English film or whatever the case 


may be? 
“To understand why these statements are mace ts 
very difficult. They cell me the reasen for this 


position is that they recently played a foreign film 
and flopped with it. This policy of nearsightedness 
is costing exhibitors plenty of money. There is a 
large number of strong, commercial foreign fiims 
available yearly, yet the combined payoff in theatres 
is something to shudder at. If the same attitude on 
flop pictures were displayed by exhibitors with 
American product, then each time a certain movie 
failed at the boxoffice, they would never run the 
same type, such as a musical, western, etc. 

“The best example of how erratic some exhibitors 
are in their thinking is ‘Bitter Rice.’ When this film 
achieved the tremendous success it did, exhibitors 
lent a willing ear to the net Italian film that came 
along. But if the results at the boxoffice on a sub- 





sequent release were not top-flight, then came the 
statement, ‘We are not running any more Italian 
films.’ 

“How fickle can you get? Even with proven fis- 
ures, Which should be the sure yardstick in meas- 
uring the success of a film, you find hundreds otf 
exhibitors looking out the window when independ- 
ent distributors talk about foreign films. 

“If there is indeed a shortage of product, will the 
exhibitors of this country examine with a little 
more patience the releases that have proveu them- 
selves at the boxoffice?” 

This Could Be a Reason! 

Ellis oBines that many foreign producers set up 
unnecessary U. S. marketing obstacles for them- 
selves by sending over pix in their native language 
with no titles. Potential exhib customers, as a re- 
sult, are given only a distorted view of a film when 
catching it in private screenings. 

Either that, states Ellis, or the release is held up 
two or three months until a titling job can be 
done. “Many a sale on a foreign film has been in- 
jured or retarded due to the screening of a print 
without titles,” he says. “Even with a dialog sheet 
the annoyances caused by reading the titles during 
the screening have a very deleterious effect on the | 
viewer.” 

Handling of imports in the U.S. 
pedited markedly, claims Ellis, 
would provide a stamped version of the titles. In 
this method, the titles are simply stenciled on to 
one print for screening purposes. Cost to the pro- 
ducer would be only $500 to $600, according to the 
exec. 


would be ex- 


if the producers | 


By GENE ARNEEL 
Paramount got underway this 
week with a sales and promotion 
merchandising program designed 
to remove as much as possible the 


dustry’s turn to puzzle out the| American Broadcasting-Paramount traditional haphazard elements in 


marketing films and substituting 
what distribution chief A. W. 
Schwalberg terms the “scientific” 
approach. 

Multi-faceted project will be in- 
troduced to all members of the 
Par selling and field exploitation 
organization within the next few 
weeks. During this period three 
teams of homeoffice sales and ad- 
pub reps will make separate tours 
of the country for on-the-spot dis- 
cussions with the entire field per- 


sonne!. “In effect ~we’re having a 
national sales meeting in each 
field office,” commented Schwal- 
berg in N. Y. Monday (7). “At a 
singie national meeting.” the exee 
Stated. “a Mooker or salesman 
might hesitate about asking a 


question or entering a discussion 
because there are 300 people pres- 
ent. In our meetings all problems 
will be freely discussed by every- 
ne.” 


ca] 


The Questien 

How can the peddling of pix be 
reduced to a science” 

Schwalberg replied: “We've arc- 
tually been trying it for the past 
three years. It's the sale of each 
picture individually. Years ago we 
sold 350 or 6) pictures a year in 
almost the same pattern. The cus- 
tomers were there°and we sold 
The economics today de- 
mand the individua! attention 

“The idea is to accent the values 
of a picture as they present them- 
Selves in different areas at differ- 
ent times. his is the broad con- 

(Continued on page 10) 


Foresee $400,000 Gross 
For Marciano Bout Via 
Closed-Circuit Houses 


Based on advance sales and the 
nu'nver of theatres sigmed to carry 
ithe exclusive closed-circuit-telecast 
of the Rocky Marciano - Ezzar 
Charies heavyweight championship 
fight on June 17, the gross is ex- 
pected to exceed the previous high 
of $400,000 for a theatre tv event. 
The top sum was achieved by the 
first Marciano-Joe Walcott fight in 
1952, with 50 theatres carrying the 
telecast 


Nate Halpern’s Theatre Network 





ba 


Television, promoters of the the- 
atre tv event, already has 70 out- 
lets on the dotted line althoug 
there is a possibility that a feu 
may have to drop out because of 
line difficulties 
Prices, 1 general, range fro 

$3.30 to $4.80, with the majority 
of outiets favoring $3.30 tab 
The fight originates from Yankee 


siadium 





BREWER’S CANDIDACY 





Now Official as He Quits 
Allied Artists Job. 


It's 





Hollywood, June 8 

M. Brewer turns in his res- 
ignation as executive assistant to 
Allied Artists prexy Steve Broidy 
next week, following his official 
entry into the IATSE presidential 
race, wherein he seeks to defeat 
incumbent prexy Richard Walsh. 
Brewer, at a press conference 
called following his three-weeks 
junket around the IA grass roots, 
tossed his hat in the ring; claimed 
he already has more than the 600 
convention votes needed for elec- 
tion, and took quite a number of 
swipes at Walsh. 

The former IA Hollywood rep, 
also announced a good portion of 
his slate to be presented at the IA 
convention in Cincinnati Aug. 9-14. 
James V. Sipe of Pittsburgh pro- 
jectionists local 171 is on the tick- 


Ro 


let as general secretary-treasurer; 


Jerry Galvin, Boston, State Em- 
plovees local 11, is candidate for 
first v.p. Other candidates for v.p. 
posts are George Raywood, Miami, 
| Projectionists 316; George Barrett, 
‘ (Continued on page 10) 
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Dreams of Leve 

“Dreams 6f Love,” a French 
import eurrent at the Plaza 
Theatre, N. Y., was reviewed 
by Variety Jan. 15, 1947 un- 
der its original title of ‘““Reves 
d'Amour.” With Annie Ducaux 
and Pierre Richard Willm 
starred. Picture is based 
upon a play by Rene Fau- 
chois and deals with love af- 
fair a century ago of pianist 


The Caine Matiny 
(COLOR) 


Forceful film treatment of 
the Herman Wouk bestseller; ‘i 
strong names, socko b.o, 








Hollywood, June 8. 
Columbia release of Stanley Kramer 
roduction. Stars Humphrey Bogart, Jose 
‘errer. Van Johnson, Fred MacMurray; 
introducing Robert Francis, May Wynn. 
Directed by Edward ene ty Screenplay. 
i 


i y bert dded alog, Michael 
Seshiert; hosed ‘on novel. by Herman composer Franz Liszt and 
Wovk; camera (Technicolor), | Frank Comtesse d'Agoult. 


Planer: special effects, Wawrence W. But- 
ler: orédnction design, Rudolph Sternad; 
editors, William A. Lyon, Henry Batista; 
technical adviser, Comdr. James Cc. Shaw; 
score. Max Steiner; sungs, Jimmy McHugh 
and Clarence Gaskill, Fred Karger and 
Herman Wouk. Previewed June 3, ‘54. 
Running time, 123 MINS 

Captain Queeg : ..Humphrey Bogart 
Lt. Barney Greenwald Jose Ferrer 
Lt. Steve Maryk Van Johnson 


good thesping 
names of Miss 
Willm,” the 


“Aided by 
and marquee 
Ducaux and 
critic added, “it should do 
fairly well in France but has 
doubtful values for America.” 

Arthur Davis is_ distribut- 
ing the Pathe production in 
the U. S. 








Lt. Tom Keefer ....... Fred MacMurray 

Ensign Willie Keith ...... Robert Frencis | 

May Wynn ..-sesseeere- ey we | es 
Captain DeVriess ......-- . Tom Tully | ¥ “Oye cae ewe : 
lt Car. CRAIN és ence ss E. G. Marshall Greenwald's incisive pi oni bce 
Lt. Paynter .....ccceeees: Avnet = — condition revealing that - ary . 
Meatball =. _- ccescese: ... Lee Marvi i was true a 
Captain Blakely ....... Warner Anderson — of unstableness 

Blorritle ......cccesess if Claude Akins | a ong. i “ye : ; 
Mrs. Keith — ......-0-- Katharine Warren | Making a splendid impression in 
Ensign Harding ........-..+.. Jerry Paris | his major screen bow is Robert 
Chief Pudge .............--Steve Brodie male aol the young Ensign 
Saas te ae eee Todd Karns | Francis, playing e young ; 
Lt. Cdr. DicKson .....+..+++- Whit Bissell) Willie Keith to perfection. Also in- 


James Best | +-oduced, and most favorably, is 


May Wynn, not new to pictures or 


Lt. Jorgensen... caeeseeees: 
Ensign Carmody 


Ensien Rabbit 


Guy Anderson 


Whittaker ....-ccecececes James Edwards show business, but never with such 
TOE... ca Vaeceasteupes Don Dubbins j ~ : ' , = 
Paeetrend David Alpert | an important chance before. She 


| and Francis carry the only romance 
‘other than that of the sea) in the 
picture and ‘his character spring- 
boards, as well as concludes, the 
story. : 
When. supporting nominations 
come up at Academy time, certain 
to command attention will be Tom 
Tully's delightfully tough old salt, 
Captain DeVriess, from whom 
Queeg takes the Caine. Also fine 
are E. G. Marshal, court martial 
prosecutor; ship’s personnel Arthur 
Franz, Lee Marvin and Claude 
' Akins, excellent as unkempt gobs; 
| Jerry Paris, Steve Brodie, Todd 
Karns, James Best and James Ed- 
wards, plus Warner Anderson, in 
charge of the court martial, Kath- 


(Aspect ratio: 1.85-1) 





“The Caine Mutiny” is highly 
recommendable motion picture | 
crama, told on the screen as force- 
fully as it was in the Herman, 
Wouk best-selling novel. For ex- 
hibitors, the Stanigy Kramer pro- 
duction. being released by Colum- 
bia, is a topgrade booking, slated 
for strong boxoffice in both the 
class and mass markets. In the 
latter it has extremely good ex- 
ploitation sales points, as well as 
star names, to attract ticket win- 
dow attention. 

Wouk’s novel didn’t reach the 
screen without some _ behind-the- 
scene struggle. Most necessary was 
Navy cooperation. an assist that, 
didn't come easy because the 
United States Navy is proud of its 
record of never having had a mu- 
tiny and, in some quarters, it has 
been charged that Wouk’s book put 
the “system” on trial. The intelli- | 
gently adapted screenplay by Stan- 
ley Roberts retains all the essence 
of the novel, yet it is plain that 
it is the men of the “system” who 
are tried here. The result is a 
tremendously effective human dra- 
ma that draws not a little of its 
wallop from the vital, understand- 
ing direction given it by Edward 
Dmytryk. 

It’s also plainly evident that the | 
Navy cooperated to the fullest—to | 
such an extent that the filmgoer 
has a much larger ctake in the pic- | 
ture than just the price of the 
ticket. There’s an awfully lot of 
his tax dollars represented in the 
production, too, via the Navy per- 
sonnel and equipment put on proud 
display to further the dramatics a. 
well as to showcase the “system” 
and its meaning to this country. 

One of “Caine’s” strongest points 
is its casting. While there are four 
stars named, actually it is an all- 
star cast in performances, from the 
top right down through the merest 
bit. And among these histrionics 
are some performances almost cer- 
tain to make an Oscar bid when 
Academy time next rolls around. 
Such a one is Humphrey Bogart’s 


mother; Whit Bissell, psychiatrist, 
and all of the others involved. 
Scene after scene in the picture 
during the hour and one-half build- 
up to the court martial stand out, 


the beauty and grace of ships mak- 
ing their way proudly through the 
seas. However, the big dramatic 
wallop is the climaxing trial and, 
while Kramer’s production super- 
vision has trimmed the Wouk ma- 
tertal, he could have cut even 
deeper. Despite the overall fine 
quality of the picture, it does not 
always sustain interest during the 
entire 123 minutes of running time. 

The typhoon sequence wil! go 
down in the books as one of the 
most realistic sea storms yet 
staged. It’s a shining credit to spe- 
cial effects by Lawrence W. Butler 
and just another of the top-drawer 
‘facets of Rudolph Sternad’s pro- 
duction design. High on the credit 
list is Frank Planer’s photography 
in Technicolor. Second unit lens- 
ing was by Ray Cory and Cary 
Odell did the art direction. Wil- 
liam A. Lyon and Henry Batista 
share the.editing credit. The Max 


two songs, “I Can’t Believe That 
You're In Love With Me” by Jim- 
my Mc Hugh and Clarence Gaskill, 
and “Yellowstain Blues” by Fred 
Karger and Wouk are spotted. 
Brog. 


Captain Queeg. It is a character | ay i pRaaeoetg 
portrait that will long be discussed | Tanganvika 
among the pros. (COLOR) 


Jose Ferrer, another of the stars, 
doesn’t come in until late but! 
takes over with a compelling per- 
formance as Lt. Barney Green- | 





Routine jungle adventure with 
okay cast, regulation exploita- 
tion angles and average pros- 





wald, the defense counsel who | 
saves Van Johnson, third star, pects generally. 
from court martial charges. No 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Universal release of Albert J. Cohen 
production. Stars Van Heflin, Ruth Ro- 
man, Howard Duff; feautres Jeff Morrow, 
Joe Comadore, Noreen Corcoran, Gregory 
Marshall. Directed by Andre De Toth. 
Screenplay, William Sackheim, Richard 
Alan Simmons: story by William R. Cox; 
(Technicolor), Maury Gertsman; editor, Al 


stock young hero here, Johnson re- | 
veals serious, deeper side of his! 
talent with a thoughtful delinia- 
tion of the Caine’s executive of- 
ficer, Lt. Steve Maryk. Fred Mac- 
Murray, fourth topliner, also has 
a chance, and makes much of it, 





| Clark. Previewed June 1, ‘54. Running 

to sock over the character of Lt. | time, 80 MINS. 
Tom Keefer, the ship’s intellect, | John OR Oe nS ae R Von efit 
rere d ; oes neti eg oa J ut oman 
Beeeant on the surface, a coward! pan Harder (McCracken) ,..Howard Duff 
un erneath. Abel McCracken ............ Jeff Morrow 
‘The Caine Mutiny” is the story ausele eo eeeecccceccees sg ee Comatere 
; Aaipse Rete: . song. | DANY ..ccccscscccvccccs Yoreen Corcoran 
of . Rada weary destroyer-mine AUT. dshccneetinwnees Gregory Marshall 
sweeper and its personnel, over} Nukumbi Prisoner ...... Naaman Brown 


BUGOG FOrtee seek kc céenke Edward C. Short 


which presides—by the book— : 
y (Aspect ratio: 2-1) 


Captain Queeg, a man beginning 
to crack from the strain of play- 
ing hero over the years while he 
hides deep his inferiority complex. 





An okay cast and regulation ex- 
_ploitation angles give this routine 


Keefer is the first to spot the | Jungle adventure in Technicolor 
crack in Queeg’s armor and he | about average prospects in the 
needles Maryk and the other of-|™ore general situation, It’s all 


done to the formula that “‘a tree’s 
a tree; a rock’ssa rock; shoot it in 
Griffith Park.” Name of Van Hef- 
lin, topping those of Ruth Roman 
and Howard Duff on the stellar 
list, will gain it more booking im- 
portance than the picture is ac- 
tually entitled to. 


ficers into seeing it, too. Little in- 
cidents of faulty command build 
until, during a raging typhoon when 
the tired ship is in extreme dan- 
ger of foundering Maryk relieves 
the captain, using Navy Article 184. 
which permits the executive officer 
taking over under certain emer- 


gency conditions, to do so. The Plot of the William R. Cox story 
ship comes through safely and | has an early 1900 British East 
Queeg has Maryk brought up on| Africa setting. The script by. Wil- 
mutiny charges. Just when _ i:/liam Sackheim and Richard Alan 


s¢ems Maryk’' will be found gui'tv | Simmons has Heflin leading a sa- 


arine Warren, Ensign Willie’s rich | 


either for high action, drama or} < 


Steiner score is well handled and} 


row, renegade murderer who is 
using the savage Nukumbi tribe to 
terrorize the jungle. During the 
long trek «through backlot and 
stock footage, Duff, the killer’s 
good brother, and Miss Roman, a 
school teacher, join the safari, as 
well as two kids, Noreen Corcoran 
and Gregory Marshall. Climax has 
Heflin tricking Morrow’s natives 
into panic with a simulated bom- 
bardment, the Lys is killed and 
the hero is free to clinch with Miss 
Roman. , 

The stars and the other players 
are handicapped by the routine sit- 
uations and pot-boiler dialog tl.it 
feature the undistinguished story 
and script. The strain also shows 
in Andre De Toth’s direction and 
makes the guidance unfold the 


footage over a slow 80-minute 
course. 
The new footage lensed by 


Maury Gertsman for the Albert J. 
Cohen production isn’t always a 
good match for the stock scenes 
that are cut in to simulate real, 
not reel, jungle. Editing and other 
technical contributions are ade- 
quate. Brog. 





Gog 
(3-D COLOR) 


Science-fiction thriller de- 
livering fair entertainment 
for that category. For exploita- 
tion bookings, moderate pros- 
pects. 








Hollywood, June 5. 

United Artists release of Ivan Tors pro- 
duction. Stars Richard Egan, Constance 
Dowling, Herbert Marshall; features John 
Wengraf. Philip Van Zandt, Valerie Ver- 
non, Steve Roberts, Byron Kane, David 
Alpert, Michael Fox, William Schallert. 
Directed and edited by Herbert L. Strock. 
Screenplay, Tom Taggart; added dialog, 
Richard G. Taylor; based on a story by 
ivan Tors: camera (Color Corp. of Amer- 
| ica), Lothrop B. Worth; score, Harry Suk- 
|} man. At the Paramount-Hollywood, June 





5, ’54. Running time. 62 M!NS. 

David Sheppard .......... Richard Egan 
; Joanna Merritt ....... Constance Dowling 
. NG. i Se hc cecmeee Herbert Marshall 

Dr. BeMsSM 6o ce cccccesss John Wengraf 

TS eee Philip Van Zandt 

Madame Elzevir ........-. Valerie Vernon 

Majdr Howard cccccveccse: Steve Roberts 

Dr. Carter. ....- Byron Kane 


Peter Burden ... 
Dr. Hubertus . 





David ergot 
Michael Fox 


MAG x oS csk so Ce we dees William Schallert 
ME cvnneesh endketnat bon Marian Richman 
EES ee ee eee Jeanne Dean 
DOES a c.cpusvioscecsicses _...-Tom Daly 
J. ae Sr .... Alex Jackson 
Girl Acrobats ...... Patti Taylor, Beverly 

Jocher 
Dr. Kirby ....- eee ene mwes oes Aline Towne 
SRR et Sa AE 6. Al Bayer 
Security Guards ......... Andy Andrews, 


Julian Ludwig 





A fair amount of science-fiction 
thriller entertainment is dished 
out in this United Artists release. 
It has sufficient ballyhoo angles 
to back up exploitation bookings 
so returns from such dates should 
hit a moderate level. Three-D and 
| color may be added help, although 
the depth treatment should have 
had more gimmicks to go with this 
type of subject. 

Ivan Tors produced for UA re- 
lease, as well as writing the story 
on which the Tom Taggart script 
is based. Basic science-fiction idea 
is good, as are the gadgets with 
which it is brought off. However, 
the film plays a bit too slow and 
| with more talk than necessary, so 
|it seems the climax is a long time 


| coming. Herbert L. Strock’s direc- 
;tion has a tendency to slow down 
‘when involved with some rather 
|long explanatory scenes in the 
script. Otherwise, it moves along 
satisfactorily, developing fair sus- 
pense to go with the thriller aims. 

Top-lining are Richard Egan, 
Constance Dowling and Herbert 
Marshall. This trio, and the others 
in the cast, bring off the perform- 
ances in a matter-of-fact style that 
fits the plotting. In addition to ex- 
ploitable gadgets which abound in 
Mthe footage, producer Tors has 
seen to it that virtually every sci- 
entist in the story is equipped with 
a shapely femme assistant, so sight 
values are strong, particularly in 
view of the fact that the tints by 
Color Corporation of America (old 
Cinecolor) are very good, as lensed 
by Lothrop B. Worth. 


Egan, security agent from the 
Office of Scientific Investigation, 
is sent to a secret subterranean 
laboratory in New Mexico, where 
top scientists are working on the 
first_space station. The work is be- 
ing Sabotaged and it’s up to Egan 
to ferret out the evil-doer and 
bring him to justice. Assisted by 
Miss Dowling and Marshall, head 
of the project, Egan gradually pin- 
points the blame on Novac, the 
giant nuclear brain machine which 
controls every operation in the 
plant, and two five-armed robots. 
Seems that Novac, however, is not 
exactly disloyal to the U. S. Some 
enemy agents have secreted 
mechanism in it io give them con- 
trol and the dirty work is being 
directed. from a fibreglass space 
ship overhead. A Sabre Jet takes 
care of the enemy plane, the robots 
are destroyed and Novae’s intelli- 
gence is back on the right track. 

Science-minded youngsters will 
lap up the ultra-high frequency 








unjustly, Queeg cracks under|fari on a manhunt for Jeff Mor- 


talk and assorted gadgceteering 


' Hebson’s Choice™ 
_-:“Hobson’s Choice” a Brit- 
h Lion release of London 
ilms Da¥id Lean prodaesae. 
stars Charles Laughton, J 
-Mills, Brenda de Bahzie, and 
is being released in the U. S, 
by United Artists. Corp. 
Reviewer Myro opined 
“There is a wealth of charm, 
humor and fine characteriza- 
tion in David Lean’s latest 
British “picture made under 
the. Korda banner. Although 
the film ambles slowly to its 
obvious conclusion, it: should 
have great boxoffice appeal to 
class audiences which appre- 
ciate better type of produc- 
tions. This is also a_ high- 











grade arty theatre offering 
which could — play selected 
dates throughout the U. S. as” 
well.” 








that goes on in the footage, as well 
as demonstrations of helio ma- 
chines, etc. Technical contribu- 
tions are excellent. Brog. 


This Is Your Army 
(DOCUMENTARY-COLOR) 


Movietone News presentation of docu- 
mentary produced in color under the 
supervision of the United States Army. 
Producer;. Edntund. Reek; directer, John 
J. Gordon; story, Joseph Kenas. Captain 
James Altieri; narrated’ by_ Joe King, 
Phil Tonken; camera, Jack Painter, Bill 
Storz: edited by Bill Kosh, John Hughes; 
score, Jack Shaindlin; project officer 
Major Robert T. Blauvelt; technical ad- 
visor, Captain James Altieri. 

Previewed at Columbia studio, May 28, 
1954. Running time, 78 MINS. 








Over a period -of two- years the 
United States Army filmed a de- 
tailed, and dramatic, report of its 
activities. At first intended as a 
documentary for fhe Armed 
Forces, it is now being considered 
for regular theatrical distribution, 
so the general public can See the 
part the Army plays in world-wide 
affairs. It’s a big part. 

There’s little of Army activities 
overlooked in the lensing, which 
makes for some repetition in the 
footage, but the picture has an 
overall interest emphasized by the 
bigness of the subject. Fox Movie- 
tone News’ Edmund Reek produced 
and John J. Gordon directed. Sig- 
nal Corps cameras focus on more 
than 60 vital installations at home 
and overseas to record the activi- 
ties and responsibilities of the 
Army. 


Recruit training in all branches 
of the Army; specialization in such 
lines as parachute, anti-aircraft, ra- 
dar, guided missile; advanced unit 
training stressing fire power, mo- 
bility over all types of terrain and 
under all kinds of situations, and 
new weapons that aré a powerful 
force for peace, such as the atomic 
cannon, are among the film’s high- 
lights. The pictorial report aiso 
details the important part the 
Army. plays in SHAPE and NATO 
overseas, with the cameras cover- 
ing locations in Germany, Trieste, 
Turkey. Greece and Italy, as well 
as the Far East. Problems of sup- 
ply and transportation, and those 
of command are shown. Of interest 
is the use of the telecon for com- 
munication between the Pentagon 
and bases. 


The picture runs 78 minutes, in- 
cluding a prolog message from 
General Matthew B. Ridgway, 
Chief of Staff, and credited with 
the outstanding camera work are 
Jack Painter and Bill Storz. Foot- 
age has been well edited by Bill 
Kosh and John Hughes. The story 
was written by Joseph Kenas and 
Captain James Altieri. The latter 
also served as technical advisor. 
Joe King and Phil Tonken narrated 
and Jack Shaindlin provided the 
background score. Project officer 
on the film was Major Robert T. 
Blauvelt. Brog. 





Monster From The 
Ocean Fioer 


Shoestringer which has story 
value, 





Lippert release of a Palo Alto Produc- 
tion. Producer, Roger Corman; director, 
Wyott Ordung; screenplay, William Danch; 
camera, Floyd Crosby: production design, 
Ben Hayne; editor Ed Samson; music, 
Andre Brumer. Cast—Stars Anne Kim- 
bell, Stuart Wade. Features Dick Pinner, 
Jack Hayes, Wyott Ordung, Inez Palange, 
David Garcia. Reviewed at Loew’s State 
Theatre, Los Angeles, Calif., May 26. 
54. Running time, 64 MINS. 


(Aspect ratio: 1.33-1) 





Here’s an oddity—a well done 
quickie. Lensed entirely along the 
coast of lower California, “Monster 
From the Ocean Floor” boasts an 
interest-holding story-line, good di- 
rection and performances, with an 
added plus factor being a tag that’s 
fully exploitable. 

Film was made independently by 
Roger Corman and, shortly after 
completion, was purchased outright 
by Robert L? Lippert. Yarn pivots 
around American artist Anne Kim- 
bell, vacationing in a Mexiean vil- 
lage which has. been térrorized by 


Wade, who's in the region studying 
plant life along the ocean fioor, 
She’s taken in the monster 
tales; he calls it superstition. She 
eventually comes face-to-face with 
the sea beast while swimming, and 
is saved in the nick-of time by 
Wade, who runs the giant squid. 
like monster’s one eye with his 
one-man submarine to kill it. She 
revives *in his arms, and it looks 
dike marriage. 

» One of the picture’s better points 
is the performance turned in by 
Anne Kimbell. She’s an actress of 
extreme capabaity, a looker to 
boot, and should go far. As her 
Pvis-a-vis, Stuart Wade is good but 
still overshadowed by Miss Kim- 
bell. Supporters have comparative- 
ly little to do save for Dick Pinner, 
who’s okay as Wade’s side-kick. 

Roger Corman’s production sue 
pervision has packed the footage 
with commercial values without go- 
ing overboard, while Wyott Or- 
dung’s surprisingly good direction 
has drawn all suspense from the 
William Danch screenplay. Floyd 
Crosby’s camera work (much of it 
underwater) is another plus factor, 
as is the musical score from Andre 
Brumer. Remaining technical cred- 
its are stock. ‘ 

Film, incidentally, is made up 
completely of exteriors, with util- 
ization of good setting making the 
footage belie its budget. Neal. 


Challenge the Wild 
. (COLOR) 


Amateur - filmed account of 
family stay in the far north 
woods; for family trade in gen- 
eral dual situations. 








Hollywood, June 4. 

United Artists telease of a Frank A, 
Graham production; written, produced, 
directed and photographed by Graham. 
Features Edna, George and Sheilah Gra- 
ham, and Zimmie-the:black-tail-fawn. Nar- 
ration, Craham and Tom Gibson; spoken 
by Pat McGeehan; score, Marlin Skiles; 
son*, Skiles, Les Kaufman, George Fisher, 
Previewed June 1, °54. Running time, 


69 MINS 
1.33-1) 


(Aspect ratio: 

“Challenge the Wild” is a 69- 
minute account of a spring and 
summer spent in the northern 
wilderness by the Grahams—father, 
mother, son and daughter. Produc- 
ed, directed, written and lensed by 
Frank A. Graham and tinted by 
Ansco Coior, the film stacks up as 
okay fare for the family trade in 
dual situations. 


Feature is amateurishly turned 
out but still possesses unusual ma- 
terial, being particularily long on 
animal shots. Graham gets in some 
better than average close-ups of 
Kodiak bears, grizzlies, cougars and 
Rocky Mountain goats. Additional- 
ly, his camera catches coyotes, 
moose, caribou, porcupine, deer 
‘one of the principals in the slight 
story thread being a small faun). 
There is, too, a giant blue whale in 
the calving ground off Kodiak 
Island. 

Much of the film unfolds in the 
northern Canadian Rockies, where 
the family makes its base. Flying in 
with their own small plane, they 
continue then to the Admiralty and 
Barron Islands, off the southern 
coast of Alaska, and Kodiak, where 
in one scene the elder Grahams 
bring down two huge Kodiak bears 
while the young daughter grinds 
the camera. The mother also is 
shown killing two large cougars 
with bow and arrow. 

As a study of wild animals, 
picture is instructive. Pat Mce- 
Geehan speaks the explanatory 
narration. Whit. 


The Rainbow Jacket 
(BRITISH-COLOR) 


British” racing meller with 
strong lecal cast; good for lo- 
eal situations but lacks mar- 
quee values for U. S. 


London, May 27. 

General Film Distributors release of 
Ealing Studios-Michael Balcon production. 
Stars Kay Walsh, Sill Owen, Edward Un- 
derdown, Robert Morley; features Fella 
Edmonds. Produced and directed by 
Michael Relph & Basil Dearden. Screen- 
play. T. E. B. Clarke; camera, Otto Heller: 














editor, Jack Harris; music, William Al- 
wyn; color by Technicolor. At Odeon 
Leicester Square, London May 26, ‘54 
Running time, 100 MINS. 
eo eS eo rep here Robert Morley 
INE fas Se dn tle bine ade c 4 oe Kay Walsh 
ic cts beth os oeGe Edward Underdown 
Georgie Craine ...........Fella Edmonds 
SEE “wloglls-an 14s ga doens't Bill Owen 
> .ah ih Gd akewne baat Charles Victor 
Monica ...........+....Honor Blackman 
Lord Stoneleigh ....Wilfrid Hyde White 
OTM BUS oo cistsccce ees Ronald Ward 
Yi. 1, eee Howard Marion Crawford 
BOOED: 2000 0 00gaee¥ete i .. Sidney James 
SEPEOUD 05 « ou» caive Michael Trubshawe 
Archie Stevens........... Colin Kemball 
OMEN, Sy,as:ethe'atddiantcnt= 6 . Sam Kydd 
MGM eich kumtas ».Herbert C. Walton 
a RR ke ei Ss George Thorpe 
Bermy Loder .:.ceccecess Michael Ripper 
WEE anandbbh eh’ xeietenaa Eliot Makeham 
On ' 05 shins wabe beens ee Frederick Piper 
Ron Saunders ........+++. Brian Roper 


Out of character with many of 
the recent productions which have 
emanated from .the studio, this 
yarn of British horse-racing is not 
among the better entries from the 
Ealing stable. It is, however, goc¢ 
hokum entertainment, particularly 








a sea monster, and biologist Stuart 


(Continued on page 20) 
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53 Kids in Bus—$1 Admission 
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Drive-in ops playing up “Family Nite” rates cf a buck for each 
carload should take note of what occurred at Ray David's ozoner 


in Chadron, Neb., recently. 


After a day. of picnicking, the Chadron school superintendent 
loaded the school bus with junior class members and drove them 
into the ozoner—53 passengers for $1. 

However, there was a happy ending: The kids zoomed conces- 
sion stand sales to a record take, 








COMPO's Quarterly Video Programs 


Omaha, June 8. 


—— 





Idea Perking Despite Failure of MPAA’s Own 
Scheme of Same Nature 





Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations is considering sponsor- 
ship of television shows on a four- 
shots-a-year basis for purposes of 
institutional bally in addition to 
plugs for individual pix. Idea was 
proposed this week by a COMPO 
committee of theatre advertising 
execs and now requires approval 
by the outfit’s three-man govern- 
ing board and its exec committee. 

If COMPO gets off the ground 
with the project, though, it would 
be a spectacular accomplishment 
in view of past experience. For 
more than the past year and a 
haif the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America and American Broadcast- 
ing Company have been at work on 
fully approved plans for a weekly 
half-hour tv show and not even 
the first pilot program has been 
made as yet. Takes time, both 
sides say. 

COMPO plan is uncertain so far 
as bankrolling and other major 
items are concerned. One idea is 
to have the major studios share 
the broadcast expense, with exhibi- 
tors to chip in via promotion of 
the show in their local areas. This 
would be somewhat patterned after 

(Continued on page 10) 





Bluenoses Back Down, 
Don’t Support Attorney 
Fighting ‘French Line’ 


Indianapolis, June 8. 

Efforts of Marion County Prose- 
cutor Frank H. Fairchild to stop 
showing of “French Line” here ap- 
parently fizzed after keeping it on 
front pages almost daily for a 
week. Charges of possessing and 
exhibiting obscene pictures, filed 
by Fairchild against RKO branch 
manager Russell Brentlinger and 
four exhibitors, are pending, but 
his attempt to seize prints of 
“French Line” were blocked by 
Superior Court injunction, which 
State Supreme Court upheld on his 
appeal. Fairchild did get one print 
before restraining order was is- 
sued by quickie raid on RKO office 
here. It was only “French Line’ 
print in vaults at time. 


Fairchild acted on complaints | 


from 
tives, 
screening, then charged 
‘crude,” “vulgar” and “indecent.” 
But PTA refused to support him 
officially when he asked for mem- 
bers to sign affidavits for search 
Warrants on grounds of obscenity. 
Press knocked “French Line,” but 
took firm stand against censorship. 
In at least one instance, exhibitor 
Was required to tone down ads, 


eliminating reference to 
dance.” 


No Wages For ‘Sinner’ 


g Hollywood, June 8. 
‘ Shortage of coin caused Victor 
reget and Robert Hill, authors of 
re riginal screenplay, “The Sin- 
ean to call off their contract with 
enn Nasht and Georgio Ventu- 
rni, who were to have produced 


the picture in Italy w A 
Man starring a y with Ruth Ro 


ri Contract gave the scripters the 
ight to cancel if they were not 
me, te full by midnight, June 3. 
one anounced that only half the 
en ey had been received, where- 
Nar, Whey rejected it and wired 
of i Italy that the deal was 


Parent-Teacher representa- 
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NOT BUYING FOX'S 
SKIATRON SHARES 


Subscription-TV is uneconomic 
and 20th-Fox at the moment has 
no interest in it, Spyros P. Skouras, 
20th prexy, said in N. Y. last week. 


Skouras held that his company 
was primarily interested in the the- 
atres and that the latter would be 
badly hurt if toll-tv came to pass. 
He reiterated what he had said at 
20th’s stockholder meet: That, 
once the entire industry has gone 
to widescreen, there may be some 
tv coin in the oldies. However, that 
day is still far distant. 


Statement of the 20th prexy puts 
to rest reports that the company | 








Barney Balaban Sailing 


Barney Balaban, president. of | 
Paramount, sails on the Ile de | 
France tomorrow (Wed.) 
we of England and the Conti- 
nent. . 


exec will attend demonstration of 


was dickering with Matthew Fox | 
to take over the latter’s share | 
in Skiatron’s Subscriber-Vision. 


; 


Grapevine had it that the outfits | 


for a! involved were either 20th or War- | 


ner Bros. It’s understood that Fox. | 
a partner in United Artists, feels | 


Accompanied by his wife, the | that he will have no difficulties | 


the Par-backed VistaVision wide- | the companies once the’ Federal | 


screen process in key cities and | Communications Commission flash- ; 
will look in on production and dis- | es the green light to fee-tv. } 


whatever getting film product from | 


tribution matters in Europe gen- | 


erally. 
July 5. 


Russia Mails In 
Lotsa Propaganda 


Washington, June 8. 

Subversive literature and films 
from Russia and other Iron Cur- 
tain countries are “clogging” the 
customs offices in New York, ac- 
cording to Rep. Katherine St. 
George (R.,N.Y.), who heads a 
congressional subcommittee to con- 
sider a bill to refuse special low- 
priced bulk mail rates to such 
material. 

Mrs. St. George charged that the 
Soviet color film, “Sadko,” an 
opera, {s laden with propaganda 
material. Film was imported for 
the Soviet Embassy in Washington. 
The Congresswoman will open! 
hearings in about 10 days on the | 
bill which she introduced. 


BARCELONA HOSTS 








He’s due back in N. Y.| ,,>*ouras left no doubt that he} 


didn’t think much of the economic 
aspects of pay-as-you-see, which 
depends on viewers’ willingness to | 


more than anything. This was un- | 


when Eric Johnston, Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America prexy, out- | 


tion video in an Omaha speech. 
He was 
down by Walter Reade Jr., Theatre | 
Owners of America prexy, who, in| 
a strongly worded statement, im-| 
plied Johnston didn’t know what! 
he was talking about. Only outfit | 


lined the advantages of subscrip-/ 


immediately slapped | ‘SUNDERIN’ PLAYOFFS 


Jersey City ‘Obscenity Rap Against 
‘Moon’ Upset by County Judge 


oa 





vv 


Investigate! 

Jerry Pickman was cropped 
in Sunday’s (13) Times Maga- 
zine. He and a group of other 
Par execs were shown in a two- 
page ad seated in a film 
projection room, all wearing 
Van Heusen summer shirts. 

Pickman, pictured at the 
far side of the ad, was left out 
when the insertion was re- 
duced to only one page. The 
full double-truck ran in Life, 
however, Pickman and all. 


5,000 Theatres 
Now Have C’Scope 





“Moon Is Elue” may rise over 
Jersey City and other New Jersey 
localities after all, as a result of 
stili another legalistic green-light 
given the Otto Preminger indie 
production. 

In the latest development in the 
vendetta between United Artists, as 
distributor of the film, and the Jer- 
‘sey City police, Hudson County 
Court Judge George P. Naame last 
week upset the ban imposed on 
“Moon” by the Magistrate’s Court. 

The lower tribunal had ruled the 
picture to be “obscene, indecent 
and immoral.” On that basis, the 
court entered a fine of $100 against 
Arthur Manfredonia, manager of 
the Stanley Theatre, J. C., where 
the film’s opening was attempted 
last January 6. 

Reversing this, Judge Naame, 
| who looked over “Moon” at a pri- 
vate screening, gave this opinion: 
“There was nothing in this film that 
portrayed, directly or indirectly, 





Theatres now equipped te show the dominant note of a presenta- 


with or 
sound now 


CinemaScope 
stereophonic 


without tion as erotic allurement ‘tending 
have to excite lustful and lecherous de- 


passed the 5,000 mark, according sire,’ dirt for dirt’s sake only, smut 


to 20th-Fox. 
count was 4,500. 


Orders for C’Scope equipment vice or voluptuousness.” 


As of May 22, the and inartistic filth with no evident 


| purpose but ‘to counse! or invite te 
Applying 


are coming in at the rate of 200 to’ this test, I find that the film in 


sound. 





shell out coin for quality pix on tv. 259 a week, the company says. They question does not contain obscene, 
Exhibs have always let it be known run approximately 3 to 1 in favor lewd, immoral and indecent lan- 
that they fear a b.o. in the home | of singletrack optical or magnetic guage. pictures and figures mani- 
—. 20th is still hopeful that, festly tending to the corruption of 
derscored vividly two weeks ag0 | by the end of the year, there'll be morals in violation of and contrary 
| 10,000 C’Scope houses in the U. S. to the provisions of the ordinance 


in question.” 

At the outset, city and state ac- 
| tions were instituted against the 
owner of the 


i 


| Stanley Company. 


AWAY FROM CENSORS °° ‘cssrisued'on pase 261° 


Cellini Films, indie distribution | 
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HOME-PAY VIDEO 


(Continued on page 18). 


COLUMBIA’S $500,000 
GUARANTEE ON ‘WIFE’ 





ern Hemisphere rights to “Indis- 
cretion of An American Wife.” 
Coin is in the form of a yuarantee 
to Selznick to be applied against 





U SALES MEETING 


With Enrique Aguilar, Universal | 
manager for Spain, hosting, U’s | 
European sales convention § got 
under way in Barcelona, Spain, | 
this week (7). Among the home-| 
office brass attending are Milton | 
R. Rackmil, prexy, and Americo | 
Aboaf, foreign sales manager. Also 
attending is David Lipton, U v.p., 
who's touring the company’s 
branches on the continent. 

Last week Aboaf delivered an 





“that | 





address in French on the occasion | 
of the gala preem of U's “The | 


'Glenn Miller Story” in Paris. A 
who saw ‘french Line” at | 


it was | 


distinguished audience which in- | 
cluded Rene Coty, president of 
France; Douglas C. Dillon, the 
American ambassador, and others 
attended the affair. Proceeds went 
to war victims of the Paris police 
force. 





APRIL IN CHICAGO 





17° Improvement Over °53, Ac- 
cording to Tax Data. 








Chicago, June 8. 

Chicago theatre biz for the 
month of April registered 17° | 
better this year than in 1953. This | 
is based on receipts at City Tax | 
Collectors office, which picks up| 
a 3° levy on net grosses, Tax) 
revenue this past April touched | 
$95,066 against $81,491 collected | 
from the houses in 1953. 

Likewise, total amusements for | 
the same month, theatres included, 
rose 20° over the previous year. 
Diversions brought in $160,732 last 
April, compared with $133,118 in 
1953. Additionally, tax receipts 
for the first five months of 1954 
are $34,000 over the returns for 
the same period last year. 





his percentage in the pic as it 
plays off. 

Selznick picked up the rights via 
a tieup with Vittorio De Sica, who 
produced the film in Italy and 
London. Stars are Montgomery 
Clift and Jennifer Jones. 

Pic, originally titled “Terminal 
Station,” bows at N. Y.’s Astor 
Theatre June 24. 





Selznick Re-Releasing 
Back to ’38 ‘Sawyer’ 


David O. Selznick’s distribution 
outfit, Selznick Releasing Organi- 
zation, is jumping on the reissue 
bandwagon. Outfit has set an ini- 


| tial group of four of the producer's 


more outstanding oldies for the- 
atrical re-runs. Excluded is “Gone 
With the Wind,” produced by Selz- 
nick but owned 100° by Metro, 
which now has it out in distribu- 
tion again. 

In setting up the new program, 
Frank I. Davis Jr., SRO president, 
has engaged Budd Rogers, member 
of the Universal board, to super- 
vise handling of the re-releases. 
In addition to the U post, Rogers 
is an independent distributor and 


| rep of indie producers. He's taking 


on the SRO job this week. 

First four on the slate are “Ad- 
ventures of Tom Sawyer,” 1938; 
“Rebecca,” 1940; “Spellbound,” 
1945, and “Duel in the Sun,” 1947. 


Distribution agency has yet to be 
set. SRO, which at one time had 
established a national network of 
offices, is now located only in N. Y. 
and L. A. Talks of a deal are un- 
derway with regional (states rights) 
distributors and with a couple of 
major companies. Chances are 
some of the Selznick properties 
may go through states righters and 
others through major outfits, 


outfit headed by Seymour Poe, is 
that has openly come out in favor | ducking all areas which have occ. | Grandmother and Banker 


| cial boards in the initial | 
clad censor, Doarde in tne init! Arrested for Shortage, 
Also Ran Film Houses 


“Sunderin.” Hildegarde Neff, star | 
of the pic, dubbed in her own) 


voice in English. 


| Poe's idea is to obtain as wide a 
| playoff as possible before skirmish- 


| then can be raised that if the film 
is okay for. say, the scuthwest, 
ij why not Ohio? 

; “Sunderin” already has been 
‘submitted to some censor panels 
with varying results. It was okayed 


in N. Y. upon deletion of 92 feet: 


|which focused on Miss Neff in a 
imude scene. But even with this 
|cut, Chicago found the film joo 
‘raw and banned it. It 
| also in Pennsylvania. 
i; Contreversial entry is now in 
| its seventh week at the Ritz, L.A.. 
and has been booked for other 
spots by Fox West Coast, Inter- 
state Theatres in Texas and by 
United Detroit Theatres for an 
opening Friday (11) at the Madi- 
son Theatre, Detroit. 





TRIAL FOR ‘OBSCENITY’ 





S. L. Oakley Vs. Women's | 
Christian Temperance Union | 
| 





Beaumont, Tex., June 8. 
Trial of S. L. Oakley, veepec 
and general manager of the Jeffer- 
son Amusement Co., on charges, 
of showing an allegedly obscene 





'motion picture, namely “The 
| French Line,” in Beaumont and 
Port Arthur, will come up for 





hearing here within the next sev- 
eral weeks. 

The case was scheduled for trial 
ow mid-May but postponement was | 
granted by the court vecause of | 
ithe illness of Oakley who under- 
went a throat operation. 


showings were lodged in March on 
;complaints of representatives of 
ithe Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Beaumont and Port 
Arthur, after showing of RKO re- 
lease, 

Attorney for Oakley stated the 
theatreman would take civil action 
‘in the case, but did not outline 
lthe course of action which is to 
\be taken. 





imade no comment. 


The charges of “obscene” iilm| 


Ironton, O., June 8. 
While the entire mmunity 
buzzed with excitement, Mrs. 


Columbia has shelled out $500,- ing with the blue pencilers. Point Fronia Sexton, 62, charged with 
| 000 to David O. Selznick for West- 


embezzling $114,000 while presi- 
dent of the Citizen's Nationa! Bank, 
Mrs. Sexton 
also is president of the Ironton 
Publishing Co., which puts out the 
Ironton Courier, morning paper in 
this 17,000-person community. The 
paper printed the news of her ar- 
raignment, but not much else. The 
grandmother, who built herself a 


was nixed, business empire in Ironton and in 


nearby Ashland, Ky., also had 
operated motion picture theatres 
in the area, and a restaurant in 
Ironton, and owned considerable 
real estate. 

She resigned as president of the 
bank May 24, when confronted with 
the report of bank examuners. 
M. W. McFarlin, agent in charge 
of the FBI office in Cincinnati, said 


| the shortages apparently date from 
ithis January 


She was freed on 
$5,000 bond. Bank depositors are 
insured against loss. 


Lift St. Louis Interdict 


St. Louis, June 8. 

Without mentioning the Fox or 
Missouri, both Fanchon & Marco 
deluxers in midtown, Archbishop 
Joseph E. Ritter last week lifted 
the ban on the houses that ex- 
hibited the controversial “The 
French Line” last January. The 





raising of the ban was made pub- 
i lie via the St. Louis Register, the 


official! newspaper of the St. Louis 
archdiocese. 

While the text of the Archbis- 
hop’s order uses the singular term 
it is presumed to apply also to the 
Missouri that ran the film after it 
had been shown at the Fox. 


Gehring Pere et Fils 


Buffalo exchange of 20th-Fox 
has a new salesman by the name 
of Bill Gehring Jr. And it’s no ac- 
cident either. 

He’s the son of Bill Gehring, 
20th exec assistant sales manager. 
Gehring Jr. graduated to the job 
| from exhibition, 
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LA. 


Loaded With H.0.s; ‘Gog’ Modest 


186, Tomahawk Dim 66, ‘World Tour 


NG $2,500; ‘High’ 


Los Angeles, June 8. 


First-run biz continues on lower 


level here currently, with even the 
few bright spots not able to lift the 
everall outlook to a satisfactory 
total. Three new bills and a re 
issue combo this week are all light 
at the wickets. 

“Gog-Creature of Tomorrow” 
shapes modest $18,000 in two thea- 
tres. 


000 in two spots. A dull $6,000 is 
seen for “Yellow Tomahawk” in 
two houses. “Queen's World 
Tour,” although upscaled at Four 
Star, looms slim $2,500. 

“High and Mighty” continues 
stout $22,000 in second week at the 
Egyptian. “Coins in Fountain” 
also is good at $14,000, also second, 
at Fox Wilshire. Other holdovers 
are off. 

Estimates for This Week 

Four Star ‘UATC) (900; 90-$1.20) 
—“Queen’s World Tour” (Indie). 
Slim $2,500. Last week, “Rhap- 
sody” (M-G) (9th wk), same. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (ABPT-F&M) (3.200; 1,430; 
85-$1.50) — “Gog-Creature of To- 


morrow” (UA) (3-D). Moderate 
$18,000. Last week, “Gorilla at 
Large” (20th) «3-D and “What 


Price Money” (Indie) (10 days), 
$11,500. 

United Artists, Iris (\UATC-FWC) 
(2.100; 814; 70-$1.10) — “Yellow 
Tomahawk” ‘UA). Dull $6,000. 
Last week, U.A. second-run; Iris 
with another unit. 

Loew’s State, Uptown (UATC- 
FWC) (2,404; 1.715; 70$1.10)— 
“Westerner” (Indie) and “Dead 
End” (Indie) (reissues). Thin $10.- 
000. Last week. “Monster From 
Ocean Floor” (Lip) and “Queen 
Sheba” ‘Lip). $9.100. 

Egyptian (UATC) (1.538; $1- 
$1.50\—"High and Mighty” (WB) 
(2d wk). Stout $22,000. Last week, 
631.400. 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2.296; $1- 
$1.50)\—“Three Coins” (20th) (2d 


wk). Good $14.000. Last week, 
$18.300. 
Ritz (FWC) (1.363: $1-$1.50)— 


“Sunderin” (Indie) (2d wk). 
$4.000. Last week, $7,500. 

Hillstreet, Pantages ( 
752: 2.812; 60-$1) — “Indiscretion 
American Wife” (Col) and ‘“Mas- 
sacre Canyon” (Col) (2d wk). Ligat 
$12,000. Last week. $17,800. q 

Hawaii, Palace ‘G&S-Metropoii- 
tan) (1,106; 1.212: 60-$1.10) 
“Flame and Flesh” ‘(M-G) and “Mr. 
Denning Drives North” (Indie) 
(Palace only) (2d wk). Slow $9,000. 
Last week, $14.300. 

Los Angeles, Loyola, Fox ‘FWC) 
(2.097: 1,248: 965; 90-$1.25)—“Night 
People” (20th) and “Fighting 
Pimpernel” (Indie) (2d wk). Fair 
$13,000. Last week, $21,800. 

Warner Downtown, Wiltern (SW) 
(1.757; 2.344: 70-$1.10) — “Long 
Wait” ‘UA) and “Overland Pacific” 
(UA) (2d wk). Mild $8.000. Last 
week, with Fox Hollywdod, $22,500. 

Orpheum, Vogue ‘Metropolitan- 
FWC) (2,213; 885; 70-$1.10) — 
“Elephant Walk” (Par) and “Under- 
world Agent” (Lip) ‘(Orpheum only) 
(2d wk). Okay $13.000. Last week, 
$22.300. plus tremendous $61,800 
for one nabe and four drive-ins. 

Chinese ‘FWC) (1,905; $1-$1.80) 
— “River No Return” (20th) (5th 
wk). Medium $7,000. Last week, 
$9.600. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1.612: 90- 
$1.50) — ‘Knock On Wood” ‘Par) 
(9th wk). Oke $6,500. Last week, 
$8,300. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631: 80-$1.50) 
—‘Genevieve” (U) (9th wk). Thin 
$1,800. Last week, $2.600. 

El Rey, Globe ‘(FWC) (861: 782: 


$1-$1.25) — “Summer Happiness” | 
(Indie) (16th wk) and “Paris Ex- 
press” (Indie) ‘2d wk). Slow $4,- 
300. Last week, with Iris, $9,000. 

Warner Hollywood (SW) (1.364: 
$1.20-$2.65) — “Cinerama” (Indie) 
(58th wk). Rolled into 58th frame 


(6) after sock $31.600 last week. 
‘Ttalo 6 in Cal. 
talo 6 in Cal. 
Hollywood, June 8. 
_ Alex Cooperman, western divi- 
sion manager for IFE Releasing 
Corp., will have six foreign-made 
features for release in the South- 


ern California first-run market this 
month. 


Pix include four Italian imports, | 
“The Golden Coach,” “Sensualita,” | 
“Three Girls From Rome” and the | 


Ingrid Bergman starrer, “The 


Greatest Love’; the German-made 
“White Hell of Pitz-Palu” and the 
French version of “Little World 
of Don Camillo.” 


Oldie combo of “Westerner” | 
and “Dead End” is rated thin $10.- | 


Slow 
(RKO) (2.-;| town to top returns currently. with | “The Long Wait” (UA) and “The 


226, ‘Coms’ 146, 2d 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
i 2 i ere $515,800 
(Based on 22 theatres) 
Last Year .... ... .$531,600 
(Based on 22 theatres) ~ 


‘Guitar’ Sweet 


$10,000, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, June 8. 
Biz is holding up fairly well here 
currently, with transit strike now 
five weeks old. “Johnny Guitar” at 
Circle is front runner with a solid 
| session. “River of No Return” at 
| the Indiana shapes nice in second 
| week. “Student Prince” at Loew's 
iis rated only fair on holdover. 
:“French Line,” with boost from 
censorship fight, is playing to big 
crowds in simultaneous first-run at 

| six offbeat theatres and ozoners. 


Estimates for This Week 

Circle ‘Cockrill-Dolle) (2.800; 50- 
'80)\—“Johnny Guitar” (Rep). Nifty 
| $10,000. Last week, “Dial M for 
|; Murder” (WB), $8,000. 
| Indiana ‘C-D) (3,200; 50-80)— 
|“River of No Return” (20th) (2d 
wk). 
| starter. 
| Leew’s (Loew's) (2.271; 50-80)— 
'“Student Prince” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Fair $6,500, after $8,000 opening 
| stanza. 

















| Lyrie (C-D) (},600; 35-70)— | 
i*“Black Horse Canyon” (U) and 
| ‘Heat Wave” (Lip). Routine $4- | 


000. 
(Rep) and. 
| (Rep) treissues), $3,500. 
| 


GUITAR’ TERRIF 176, 
| TORONTO; ‘MARIAG’ 66 


Toronto, June 8. 
“Johnny Guitar” is pacing the 





Nice $8,000 after $11,000 


Last week, “Flying Tigers” | 
“Fighting Seabees” | 


Coins’ Sharp $17,000, 
Cleve.; ‘Guitar’ 166, 2d 


Cleveland, June 8. . 

Holdovers are dominating biz 
currently and showing real fire. 
Some exhibs blame sluggish condi- 
tions on strong pull of McCarthy- 
Army telecasts and pull of outdoor 
attractions in suburbania. Stirring 
liveliest reactions is “Three Coins, ’ 
hefty at Allen. Second -week of 
“Student Prince” at State and 
Hipp’s “Johnny Guitar” loom big, 
especially the latter. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (S-W) (3,000; $1-$1.25)— 
“Three Coiris in Fountain” (20th). 
Hefty $17,000. Last week, “Dial M 
For Murder” (WB) $12,000. 

Hipp (Telem’t) (3,700; 60-90)— 
“Johnny Guitar” (Rep) (2d _ wk). 
Fancy $16,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (585; 
60-90)—“‘Moon Is Blue’ (UA). (2d 


wk). Hot $3,500 following $4,000 
opener. 
Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 60-90)— 


“Battle of Rogue River’ (Col) and 
“Bait” (Cel). Good $6,000. Last 
week, “Flame and tke Flesh” (M-G) 
(m.o.), $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 60-90)— 
“Indiscretions American Wife” 
(Col). Light $9,000. Last week, 
“Carnival Story” (RKO), $9,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,500; $1-$1.25)— 
“Student Prince’? (M-G) (2d wk). 
Solid $13,500. Last week, $14,000. 

Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 60-90)— 
“Prisoner of War” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Nice $5,000 after last week’s $7,000. 


‘Wait’ Wow 166, 
Buff; Haste 96 


Buffalo, June 8. 

“Long Wait” shapes as easy 
standout here this stanza with 
socko_ session at Paramount. 
“Miami Story” at Lafayette and 
i ‘Make Haste To Live” at the Cen- 
ter also loom good. “Three Coins 
in Fountain” still is great in sec- 
ond round at the Buffalo. “Gorilla 
At Large” is rated nice at Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘Loew’s) (3,000; 50-80)— 
“Three Coins In a Fountain” (20th) 
‘2d wk). Looks smash $15,000. 
First week was $17,400. 
| Paramount (Par) (3.000; 50-80)— 











i—‘“Johnny Guitar” 


| “Mariag O Prison Camp” off to big | 49ers” (AA). Socko $16,000. Last 
| start. But other newcomers, includ- | week, “Dial M For Murder” (WB) 


,ing “Laughing Anne” and “Siege and “Mystery Lake” (Indie), $14,- 


~ Red gi sadly light. | 500. 
'“River of No eturn” in third | 4 
__|frame and “Executive Suite” in’ ang ing —- Fr olny 
fourth are holding neatly. |““Laughing Anne” (Rep). Good $9.- 
Estimates for This Week } 


: 000. Last week, “Secret of Incas” 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, | , “s 1 2 T 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 694; 698: | ‘Pa!’ and “Blackout” ‘Lip), $10,000. 
40-70/—"Redheads from Seattle” |, Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-80)— 
(Par) and “El Alamein” (Col). Good | “The Miami Story” (Col) and “Iron 


$13,000. Last week, “Gun Fury”! Glove” (Col). Good $10,500. Last 
(Col) and “Geraldine” (Rep),| week, “Yankee Pasha” (U) and 
$11.000. | ‘Ride Clear of Diablo” (U), ditto. 


Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080;| Century (Buhawk) (3,000: 50-80) 
| 1.556; 50-80)\—“Laughing Anne” | —“Gorilla at Large” (20th) and 
(Rep). Light $10,000. Last week,| “Racing Blood” (20th). Nice $10.- 
“Saadia” (M-G), $6,000. |000 or over. Last week, “Johnny 
Hyland ‘Rank) (1,354; 60-86)— | Guitar” (Rep) and “The Fake” (In- 
(Continued on page 22) ' die), $13,000 in 9 days. 








} 


‘Wind’ Wham $33,609, Frisco; Dial M’ 
Hot 136, ‘Wait’ Fine 106, ‘High’ 21G 


San Francisco, June 8. ; St. Francis (Par) (1,400; (70-95) 
Auto races at Golden Gate Park, |—‘‘Dial M for Murder” (WB). Sock 
which are attracting around 100,-| $13,000. Last week, “Indiscretion 
000, hit weekend biz here but the | American Wife” (Col) and “Saracen 
boxoffice is staying very healthy| Blade” (Col) (2d wk), $10,000. 
despite this. Showing at first-runs| Orpheum (Cinerama_ Theatre. 
is especially good in view of 4) Calif.) (1,458: $1.75-$2.65)—(Indie) 
plethora of holdovers. ‘Dial M For | (23d wk). Great $25,500, helped by 





Murder” shapes standout new-| extra matinees and holiday. Last 
comer with sock takings at St. week, $22,000. 
Francis. “Long Wait” aiso is fine} 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 


at United Artists. “Gone With | 79.$1_“Long Wait” (UA) ‘and 


Wind” is starting its second week | ipoy,; 55 ” " 
at Warfieid with another emash | ciation ee tee >, 
stanza in prospect. High and | ness To Murder” (UA) and “Heat 
Mighty” continues big in initial) wove» (pip) (8 d $7,800 
holdover round at Paramount. = te ays), i qeUL. 
Estimates for This Week Stagedoor (A-R) (400; 85-$1.35) 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 65- —"Gilbert and Sullivan” (UA) (6th 
90)—"Playgirl” (U) and “Taza’| Wk). Good $2,500. Last week, 
(U). Oke $10,000. ‘ast week, | $4,200. 
“Black Horse Canyon” (0) and| Bridge (Schwarz-Reade) (399; $1- 
“Fireman, Save My Chiid”’ (U), | $1.20)—‘The Sinner” (Indie) (6th 
$8,500. | Wk-3 days). Fifth week ended Sun- 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; ($1-$1.25)— | day (6) was okay $2,200. “Final 
“Three Coins in Fountain” (20th) | Test” (Indie) opens Thursday (10). 
| (2d wk). Off to fair $14,000. Last| Clay (Rosener) (400; $1)—"Pit of 


week, $24,500. | Loneliness” (Indie) (2d wk). Trim 
Warfield (Loew's) (2,656; 65-85) | $2,200. Last week, $3,500. 
—‘Gone With Wind” (MG) (reis- Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1)— 
| sue) (2d wk). Opened Saturday (5). | “Genevieve” (U) (11th wk). Fine 
| Last week, terrific $33,000. $2,000. Last week, $3,500. 
Paramount (Par) (2.646; (85- Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (377; $1) 
$1.25)—"“High and Mighty” (WB)|—‘“Little Fugitive’ (Indie) (7th 


(ta wk). Still big at $21,000. Last 


wk). 
week, $38,000. 


Good $2,200. Last week, 
$3,000. 











Key City Grosses 
Estimated Tota] Gross 
This Week .......- $2,336,500 
(Based on 24 cities, and 220 
theatres, chiefly first runs, tn- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ..... +... . $2,270,300 
(Based on 23 cities and 208 
theatres.) 


Dial M’ Sturdy 
$11,000, Omaha Ace 


Omaha, June 8. 


“Dial M for Murder” is the only 
entry causing much of a stir here 
this week. It is a solid $11,000 at 
Tristates’ flagship, the Orpheum. 
“Johnny Guitar” on moveover to 
the Omaha still sturdy $5,500. 
Capitalizing on the Glenn Miller 
name, the State is okay with “Or- 
chestra Wives” and “Sun Valley 
Serenade,” two oldies. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 50-75)— 
“Tall in Saddle” (RKO) and “En- 
chanted Cottage” (RKO). Fairish 
$4,500. Last week, “Miami Story” 
(Col) and “Black Glove (Lip), same. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 60-80) 
(Rep) (m.o.). 
Sturdy $5,500. Last week, “Egg and 
I” (U) (reissue), $6,000 at 50-75 
scale. _ 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,890; 60-80) 
—‘“Dial M for Murder” (WB). 
Smash $11,000 or over. “May go an- 
other week. Last week, “Johnny 
Guitar’ (Rep), $10,500. 

State ‘«Goldberg) (875; 50-75)— 
“Orchestra Wives” (20th) and “Sun 
Valley Serenade” (20th) (reissues). 
Fair $4,500. Last week, “Flame 
= Flesh” (M-G), ditto at 50-65c 
scale. 


° ? 
Det. Drags; ‘Dial M’ Loud 
> - 

266, ‘French’ Great 176, 
é ? é e t 
Shane’ 116, ‘Coins’ 216 

Detroit, June 8. 

Biz still is in the doldrums here 
albeit “Dial M for Murder” at the 
Michigan and “French Line” at the 
Adams look great. Return date for 
“Shane” at the Madison shapes 
okay. “Men of Fighting Lady” is 
weak at United Artists. Holdovers 
of “Three Coins in Fountain” at 
the Fox and “Long Wait” at the 
Palms are satisfactory. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5.000; $1- 
$1.25)\—“‘Three Coins in Fountain” 
(20th) ‘(3d wk). Trim $21,000. Last 
week, $26,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
80-$1).—“Dial M for Murder” (WB) 
and “Saracen Blade” (Col). Big 
$26,000. Last week, “Pinocchio” 
(RKO) (reissue) (2d wk), $15,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961: 80-$1)— 
“Long Wait” (UA) and ‘Massacre 
Canyon” (Col) (2d wk). Fine $16,- 
000 . Last week, $23,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; 80-$1)— 
| .prane” (Par) and “Detective 
| Story” (Par) (reissues). Okay $11,- 
|000. Last week, “Moon Is Blue” 
(UA) (3d wk), $9,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (UD) 
80-$1)—“‘Golden Mask” (UA) and 
“Lone Gun” (UA). Slow $12,000. 
Last week, “Arrow in Dust” (AA) 
and “Blackout” (Lip), $11,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,938: 80- 
$1)—‘‘Men of Fighting Lady” (M-G) 
and “Sweethearts on Parade” 
| (Rep). Weak $8,500. Last week, 
“Flame and Flesh” (M-G) (2d wk), 
$10,200. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 95-$1.25) 
—‘French Line” (RKO). Great 
$17,000. Last week, “Executive 
Suite” (M-G) (5th wk), $6,000. 

Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- 
tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65) — “‘Cine- 
rama” (Indie) (64th wk). Steady 
$17,000. Last week, same. 


New Rochelle Film Studio 


Albany, June 8. 

Westchester Motion Picture Stu- 
dio, Inc., has been chartered to 
conduct a business in the produc- 
tion of motion pictures in New 
Rochelle. Capital stock is 100 
shares, no par value. 

Directors are: Arthur Otto and 
attorney Joseph M. McCaffery of 
Manhattan and William Gallin- 
son of Passaic, N. J. 











(3,500; 








ia fast session. 


| toll at first-runs currently. 


‘Carnival’ Swell $11,500 in Cincy; 
‘Wait’ Fast 96, Saskatch’ Big 76 


Cincinnati, June 8. 

Three .new bills are headed for 
the above-par bracket this round. 
Out in front is “Carnival Story,” 
swell at the big Albee. “Long Wait” 
is equally pleasing at Palace with 
“Saskatchewan” is 
racking up a solid take for Keith’s, 
for as good a showing as any in 
city. “Elephant Walk” is a brisk 
moveover at the Grand. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-84)— 
“Carnival Story” ‘<RKO). Swell 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Elephant 
Walk” (Par), $12,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-84)— 
“Elephant Walk” (Par) (m.o,). Stur- 
dy $6,000. Last week, “Flame and 
Flesh” (M-G) and “Gypsy Colt” 
(Indie), $6,500. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500: 50-85)— 
“Saskatchewan” (U). Solid $7,000. 
Last week, “Moon Is Blue” (UA) 
(5th wk), at 75c-$1.25 scale, $5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Long Wait” (UA). Fast $9,000. 
Last week, “Dial M for Murder” 
(WB), ditto. 


‘Wind’ Hot $15,000, K. C.; 
‘Banana’ Slick 56, ‘Roy’ 
Okay 5G, ‘River’ 146, 2d 


Kansas City, June 8. 


Biggest film news is “Gone With 
Wind” at the Midland, playing to 
heavy trade for one of strongest 
grosses in weeks at that house. Big 
money continues with “River of No 
Return” held over in four Fox Mid- 
west houses. Newcomers “Rob 
Roy” at the Roxy and “Top Ba- 
nana” at Esquire are boih pleasing. 
Cool weather with frequent rains is 
a plus factor. 


Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 65- 
85)—“Top Banana” (UA) = and 
“Fighting Lawman” (Indie). Nifty 
$5,000. Last week, “Moon' Is Blue” 
(UA) (12th wk), wound record run 
with $2,700 at 75c$1 scale. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 85-$1)— 
“Genevieve” (U) (8th wk). Oke 
$1,700. Last week, same. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 65-90)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue). 
Great $15,000, and will hold. Using 
upped scale. Last week, “Witness 
to Murder” (UA) and “Saadia” 
(M-G), 5 days, $6,000 at 75c top. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650: 50-80)— 
“Anne of South Seas” (Rep) and 
“Untamed Heiress” (Rep). Poor $4.- 
rat or a “Miami Story” 
(Co an “Spaceways” (Lip, 
$6,500. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 60- 
80)—“Dial M for Murder” (WB (2d 
wk-4 days). Fine $4,500. Last week, 
$10,000, 

Roxy (Durwood) (879; 65-85)— 
“Rob Roy” (RKO). Continues first- 
run policy at house, oke $5,000. 
Last week, “French Line” (RKO) 
(5th wk), $4,000. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gran- 
ada (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 
700; 1,217; 65-85)—‘“River of No 
Return” (20th) (2d wk). Fancy $14.,- 
000. Last week, $23,000, biggest in 
months here. 

Vogue (Golden) (550; 75-$1)— 
“Tomorrow Too Late” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Neat $2,000. Last week, $2,200. 


Murder’ OK $12,000 In 
St. Loo; ‘Coins’ 1046, 2d 


St. Louis, June 8. 

Opening of Muny Opera season 
last week plus lush biz being 
enjoyed by some six ozoners in St. 
Louis county is taking a ag 
“Wit- 
ness To Murder” at Loew's shapes 
as best of new films but is just 
okay. “Three Coins in Fountain” 
looks nice on holdover at the St. 
Louis while “Living Desert” 13 
great at small Shady Oak. It also 
looms nice in second week at the 
Richmond. Local conventions are 
helping to swell biz at the Ambas- 
sador for “Cinerama” 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Indie) (1,400; $1.20- 
$2.40) —“Cinerama” (Indie) (17th 
wk). Fast $18,000 after $21,000 last 
week. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 51-69) — 
“Drums Across River’ (U) and 
“Black Horse Canyon” (U) Opened 
today (Tues.). Last week, “Dial M 
for Murder” (WB) and “Loophole 
(AA), good $9,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,172; 51-69)— 
“Witness to Murder” (UA) and 
“Prisoner of War’ (M-G). So-so 
$12,000. Last week, “‘Beachhead 
(UA) and “Saadia” (M-G), $11,800. 

Orpheum (Loew’s) (1,500; 51-69) 
—“Beachhead” (UA) and “Saadia 
(M-G) (m.o.s.). Good $5,000. Last 











(Continued on page 22) 
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Wednesday, June 9, 1954 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





New Product Lifts 


Chi Biz; ‘Student’ 


Strong. $30,000, ‘Lady’ Hotsy 186, 


‘Coins’ Slick 246, 
peo June 8. 
whntown is perking again, 
conan weather and ‘six new bills 
providing the hype. But return of 
He MBigget newcomer is 
es. e ‘ 
EStudent Frince” which is taking 
a very nice $30,000 at State Lake. 

“Top Banana” is registering an 
okay $9,500 at the Monroe while 
combo of “Men of Fighting Lady 
and Loophole” looms nice $18,000 
at Roosevelt. Surf is getting plump 
$4,800 for “Final Test.” World is 
brisk $4,000 with “Overcoat. 
“Okinawa” and “Fighting Coast 
Guard,” two oldies, look okay 
$5,000 at Grand. 

Second’ week of “Dial M For 
Murder” is neat at the Chicago, 
with Dick Contino helping onstage. 
“Three Coins In Fountain” looks 
lush at Oriental, while “Flame and 
Flesh” shapes fair at McVickers. 

Tall returns loom for “Long 
Wait” in third frame at Woods. 
“Cinerama” continues mighty in 
45th round at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chicage (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25)— 
“Dial M- For Murder” (WB) (2-D) 
with Dick Contino heading vaude 
(2d wk). Good $31,000. Last week, 
$46,000. 

Grand (Nomikos) (1,200; 50-98)— 
“Okinawa” (Rep) and “Fighting 
Coast Guard” (Rep) (reissues). 
Okay $5,000. Last week, ‘Make 
Haste to Live” (Rep) and “Champ 
For a Day” (Rep), $6,600. 

Leop (Telem’t) (600; 90-$1.25)— 
“Pinocchio” (RKO) (reissue) (9th 
wk). Plump $7,000. Last week, 
$7,000. es 

MeVickers (JL&S) (2,200; 65- 
$1.25)—“Flame and Flesh” (M-G) 
and “Paris Model” (Col) (2d wk). 
Fair $14,000. Lastt week, $25,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,600; 98-$1.25) 
—*“Top Banana” (UA). Okay $9,500. 
Last week, ‘‘Assassin” (UA), $8,000. 

@riental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—‘‘Three Coins In Fountain” (20th) 
(2d wk). Stout $24,000 after $36,000 
last week. 

Palace (Eitel) (1,484; $1.25-$3.40) 
“Cinerama” (Indie) (45th wk). Hot 
$30,000. Last week, $28,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 50-98) — 
“Men of Fighting Lady” (M-G) and 
“Loophole” (AA). Nice $18,000. 
Last week, “Rails Into Laramie” 
(U) and “Drums Across River’ (U) 
(2d wk), $13,500. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- 
$1.255—“‘Student Prince” (M-G). 
Potent $30,000. Last week, “River 
of No Return” (20th) (4th wk), 
$19,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 95)— 
“Final Test” (Indie). Brisk $4,800. 
Last week, “Holly and Ivy” (Indie) 
(4th wk), $2,770. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98\—"‘Witness to Murder” (UA) and 
“Golden Mask” (UA) (2d wk). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, $16,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,198; 98-$1.25) 
“Long Wait” (UA) (3d wk). Strong 
$18,500 after $28,000 last week. 

World (Indie) (697; 98)—‘‘The 
Overcoat” (Indie). Trim $4,000. 
yas “Heidi” (UA) (7th wk), 

2,500. 


‘Murder’ Light $16,000, 
Hub, ‘Canyon’ Fair 106, 
‘Dial M’ Fine 1336, 2d 


Boston, June 8. 

It’s very unexciting along main- 
Stem this frame with newcomers, 
“Witness to Murder” dull at the 
Met and “Black Horse Canyon” 
mildish at the Pilgrim. “Three 
Coins in Fountain,” in second week 
at the Memorial, is below hopes 
but “Dial M for Murder” in second 
round at Paramount and Fenway 
Shapes okay. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 74-$1.fo.— 
‘Knock on Wood” (Par) (8th wk). 
Neat $5,000 after $6,500 last week. 

Boston (Cinerama Productions) 
(1.354; $1.20-$2.65) — “Cinerama” 
‘indie) (23d wk). Still good at $16,- 
000. Last week, same. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-$1)— 
Genevieve” (U) (8th wk). Solid 
$4.200 following $5,000 in seventh. 
.,fenway (NET) (1,378 50-90)— 
Dial M for Murder” (WB) and 

Racing Blood” (20th) (2d wk). 

Good $3,500 following $5,500 first 


week 
(RKO) (3,000; 50-90) 





Memorial 
= I bree Coins in Fountain” (20th) 
a wk). Nice $17,000 after $21,000 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 50-90) 
—'Witness to Murder” (UA) and 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in-~ 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
ee the U. S. amusement 


‘Guitar’ Torrid 
$13,500, L ville 


Louisville, June 8. 


Continued cool weather evidently 
is tending to benefit takes at down- 
town first-runs. Generally healthy 
biz is spread among all four main 
stem houses, product being of top 
calibre at all stands. “Johnny Gui- 
tar’ at Rialto is bumper newcomer. 
“Elephant Walk” looks potent at 
Kentucky. Second run of “Dial M 
For Murder” at the Mary Ander- 
son looms sock but “Student 
Prince” at State shapes just okay 
on second round. 


Estimates for This Week 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 50-75) 
—‘Elephant Walk” (Par) and 
“Paris Playboys” (AA). Potent $8.- 
500. Last week, “War Arrow” (U) 
and “Drive Crooked Mile” (Col), 
$6,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200: 
50-75)—“Dial M For Murder” (WB) 
(2d wk). Stout $7,000 almost up to 
first week’s big $8,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 50- 
75)—“Johnny Guitar” (Rep). Smash 
$13,500 for a bumper opening 
week. Last week, “Carnival Story” 
(RKO), $12,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 75-99)— 
“Student Prince” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $9,000 after last week's 
$11,500. 


Mpls. Warmer, Biz Down. 
Albeit ‘Coins’ Sockeroo 
$15,000; ‘Dial’ 66, 2d 


Minneapolis, June 8. 


Ending of long stretch of unsea- 
sonably cold weather, with rain or 
snow nearly every day is an un- 
favorable development for conven- 
tional houses here. However, new- 
comers “Three Coins in a Foun- 
tain” and “The Living Desert” 
loom impressively. ‘“‘Cinerama,” in 
its eighth week, still is nearly as 
socko as ever. Lone holdover, “Dial 
M for Murder,” in second week, 
continues stoutly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (S-W) (1,140; $1.20-$2.65) 
—‘“Cinerama” (Indie) (8th wk). 
Boffo $20,000. Last week, $23,000 
way over hopes, extra shews help- 
ing. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 65-85)— 
“Men of Fighting Lady” (M-G). 
Okay $4,500. Last week, “Playgirl” 
(U), $1,800. 

Lyric (Par) (1.000; 50-75)— 
“Marry Me Again” (RKO) and 
“Port Sinister” (RKO). Slow $2,500. 
Last week, “High Noon” (UAY and 
“African Queen” (UA) (reissues), 
$3,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 85-$1)— 
“Three Coins in. Fountain” (20th). 








No Return” (20th) (2d wk), $8,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 65- 
85)—‘‘Indiscretion American Wife” 
(Col). Has boxoffice assets in Jen- 
nifer Jones and Montgomery Clift, 
but mixed opinions regarding firm's 


(RKO), $7,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-75)— 
“Battle of Rogue River’ (Col) an 
“Project M-7” (U). Mild $4,000. 
Last week, “Drive Crooked Road” 
(Col) and “Slaves Babylon” (Col), 
$3,800. 

State 


(Par) (2,300; .65-85)— 
Word-of-mouth helping this to hold 
at okay $6,000. Last week, $10,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1)— 
“Living Desert” ((Disney). Smash 
$7,000. 
(UA), $3,000, 





Tall $15,000. Last week, “River of | 


“Dial M for Murder” (WB) (2d wk). | 


Last week, “Act of Love” 


‘Coins’ Bright $18,000, 
~ Seattle: ‘Dial MP 11G 


Seattle, June 8. 

Rainy weather coupled with the 
late spring here is helping the box- 
office a little this week. “Three 
Coins in Fountain” and “Dial M 
for Murder” look standout. “John- 
ny Guitar” is holding at Blue 
Mouse for fourth week in town. 
“Long Wait” is rated fairly good. 

tes for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 75- 
$1)—‘Johnny Guitar” (Rep) (4th 
wk). Good $3,500. Last week, 
$3,700. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
90)——“‘Secret of Incas” (Par) and 
“Bitter Creek” (UA) (2d wk). Okay 
$6,500. Last week, $9,500 in 6 days. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
$1-$1.25)—“Three Coins in Foun- 
tain” (20th). Socko $18,000 or over. 
Last week, “Elephant Walk” (Par) 
and “Paris Playboy” (AA) (2d wk), 
$7,300 at 65-$0 scale. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 53- 
90)\—“Black Horse Canyon” (U) 
and “Turn Key Softly” (Lip). Dull 
$4,009 or less. Last week, “Fire- 
man, Save My Child” (U) and 
“Drums Across River” (U), $4,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; $1- 
$1.25) — “Intimate Relations” (In- 
die). Good $4,000. Last week, 
“Genevieve” (U) (2d wk), $3,000. 

Music Hall (Hamrock) (2,300; 75- 
$1)--“Dial M for Murder” (WB) 
and “Laughing Anne” (Rep). Big 
$11,000 or close. Last week, “Flame 
and Flesh” (M-G), $6,300 at $1.25 
top in 6 days. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
65-90) — “Long Wait” (UA) and 
“Iron Glove’ (Col). Good $9,500. 
Last week, “River of No Return” 
(20th) (4th wk), $8,000 at $1.25 top 
in 8 days. 


‘Coins’ Fancy 206, 
Philly; ‘Guitar’ 126 


e 
Philadelphia, June 8. 
No new bills are opening cur- 
rently and mild weekend weather 
which lured thousand outdoors 1s 
sloughing first-run trade here this 
stanza. “Executive Suite” is fine in 
third round at Arcadia while 
“Johnny Guitar” still is sturdy in 
second frame at the Goldman to 
pace holdovers. “Three Coins in 
-Fountain” looks strong in third 
session at the Fox. “Dial M For 
Murder” still is in chips in third 
week at the Randolph. 


Estimates for This Week 


Arcadia (S&S) (625; 89-$1.30) — | 
“Executive Suite’ (M-G) (3d wk). | 
Fine $11,000. Last week, $13,500. | 

Boyd (SW) (1,450; $1.25-$2.60)— | 
“Cinerama” (Indie) (35th wk). Good | 
$12,500. Last week, $12,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 72-$1.40) —/| 
“Three Coins in Fountain” (20th) | 
(3d wk). Fancy $20,000. Last week, 


$22,000. 
Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50-! 
99) — “Johnny Guitar” (Rep) (2d | 





week, $20,000. 


—‘‘Long Wait” (UA) (2d wk). Mod- | 
est $14,500. Last week, $26,000. | 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 74-| 
$1.30) — “Knock on Wood” (Par) | 
(7th wk). Quiet $7,500. Last week, | 
$8.500. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 74- 
$1.30)—“Dial M for Murder” (WB) 
(3d wk). Fair $12,000. Last week, 
$17,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 74-$1.50)— 
“Flame and Flesh” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Dull $9,000 or near. 


$13,000. 
Stanton (SW) (1.473; 50-99) — 
“Highway Dragnet” (AA) and 


“Prisoner of War” (M-G) (2d wk) 
Oke $8,500. Last week, $11,500 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 80-$1.50) 
—‘‘Rhapsody” (M-G) (6th wk). Thin 
$3,500. Last week, $4,000. 

Trans-Lux World (T-L) (604; 99- 
$1.50) — “LaRonde” (Hakim) (4th 
wk). Off to mild $3,000. Last week, 
| $6,500. 








‘Wife’ Lively $11,000, 
| Denver; ‘Coins’ 15G, 2d 


Denver, June 8. 
“Three Coins in Fountain” filled 


gg ope ns Ml hd | Centre Theatre in second week to 


| virtually equal opening session’s 
take. It stays a third. “Indiscretion 
of American Wife” looms good at 
| Paramount. Biz at most other spots 
is sluggish. “Student Prince” is 
rated modest in second Orpheum 
week. 
Estimates for This Week 


“Make Haste to Live” (Rep) and 
“Quiet Man” (Rep). Fair $3,000. 
Last week, “Rome, 
(Indie), $1,000. 
Centre (Fox) (1,247; | 
“Three Coins in Fountain” 
(Continued on page 22) 


(20th) 





Last week, | 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,200; 50-85) —| 


11 O'Clock” | 


‘Guitar’ Sound 


Combination of the expected 
post-holiday (Memorial Day) le?- 


ing down business at the top 
Broadway film theatres this session. 
Broadway first-runs also are devoid 
any new fare aside from the usual 
weekly change at the Palace and 
the Holiday’s two oldié¢s. 

Apparently there is-no combina- 
tion, however, which will hurt 
“Gone With Wind.” This venerable 
reissue continues to roar along in 
its initial holdover round at the 
State with a smash $67,000 in pros- 
pect after a terrific opening week. 
“Johnny Guitar” also is battling 
all handicaps very successfully 
with a sock $23,000 in second stan- 
za at the Mayfair. 

Still money champ, “Executive 
Suite” with stageshow is holding 
up with a fine $125,000 in fifth ses- 
sion at the Music Hall, and holds a 
sixth. “Dial M For Murder” looks 
solid $40,000 in second frame at 
the Paramount following a great 
opening week. 

“Three Coins in Fountain” con- 
tinues showing fine stamina with 
$65,000 or close in third week end- 
ing today at the Roxy. It stays a 
fourth. Reissue combo of “The 
Westerner” and “Dead End” is 
heading for $10,000, very good for 
oldies, at the Holiday. “World for 
Ransom” with eight acts of vaude- 
ville looks fair $17,000 at the 
Palace. 

“French Line” continues nice 
with $18,000 in prospect for cur- 
rent (4th) stanza at the Criterion. 
“Knock on Wood” is holding re- 
markably well with around $28,000 
for eighth week at the Capitol. “Le 
Plaisir” still is great with. $12.500 
in third round at the arty Nor- 
mandie. 

“Secret of Incas” shapes oniy 
fair $10,000 in second session at 
the Victoria. “Cinerama,” new in 
its second year at the Warner, con- 
tinues in amazing fashion. It looks 
to hit socko in current 
(53d) week. “Genevieve” still is big 
with $7,000 in 16th frame at the 
arty Sutton. 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$1.65) 
—‘‘Elephant Walk” (Par) (8th wk. 
Seventh round ended last night 
(‘Tues.) was off to okay $9,000. 
Sixth week was $14,500. 

Little Carnegie (L. Carnegie) 
(550; $1.25-$1.80) — “La Ronde” 
(Hakim) (13th wk.). Finished 12th 
stanza ended Monday (7) with $9,- 
000, fast, after $10,000 in llth 
week. Holds on. 

Baronet (Reade) (430; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Spell of Ireland” (Indie) (5th 
wk). Fourth session ended Sunday 
(6) was $8,000 after $9,500 for 
third week. Stays on. 





Capito! (Loew’s) (4,820; 75-$2.20) | 
wk). Sturdy $12,000 or near. Last | “Knock on Wood” (Par) (9th wk). | 


Eighth round ended 


Seventh week was $30,000 
Mutiny” (Col) opens June 24. 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 75-$1.85) ' 
—“French Line” (RKO) (4th wk). | 
| 


Present stanza winding tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is heading for nice $18,- 
000. Last week, $23,000. Holds. 

| Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
|—"“Beauties of Night” (UA) (12th 
}wk), The llth session ended Mon- 
; day (7) held with fair $4,800 after 
1 $5,600 for 10th week. “Mr. Hulot’s 
Holiday” (Indie) opens June 16. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.50) 
—Barefoot Battalion” (Indie) (2d- 
final wk). This week ending to- 
morrow (Thurs.) 
$5.500 or less after $8,000 for 
‘opener. “Gorilla At Large” (20th) 
opens Friday (11). 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.80)— 
“Out of This World” (Indie) (8th 
wk). Current week ending today 
(Wed.) looks like good $6,000 after 
| $6,800 in seventh week. “Uncon- 
; quered” (Indie opens June 16. 
|” Holiday (Rose) (950; 70-$1.80)— 
“Westerner” (Goldwyn) and “Dead 
End” (Goldwyn) (reissues). Initial 
week ending today (Wed.) looks 
like $10,000, fine for a pair of oid- 
ies. Holding. In ahead, “Mad Ma- 
gician” (Col) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Mayfair (Brandt) .(1,736; -70- 
$1.80\—"‘Johnny Guitar” (Rep) (2d 
wk). First holdover round ending 
today (Wed.) is heading for big 
$23,000 after $28,000 opening week. 
Set to hold on. 

Normandie ‘(Normandie Thea- 
| tres) (592: 95-$1.80)\—“Le Plaisir” 
| (Indie) (4th wk). Third stanza end- 
ed last night (Tues.) was big $12.,- 
500 after $16,000 for second week. 
Holds, natch! 


“World For.Ransom” (AA) and 


60-$1) —/ eight acts of vaudeville. Fair $17,-| row 


000 is in sight. Last week, “Monte 
}Carlo Baby” (Indie) and anni show 


down and warmer weather is slow-. 


. “Caine | 


looks like slow | 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.50)— | 


B’way Mild But ‘Wind’ Gusty 676, 


236, ‘Exec’ 1256, 


‘Dial 406 ‘Coins’ Bright 656 3d 


vaude headed by Lillian Roth, 
| Smith & Dale, big $29.00. 
Paramount (ABC-Par) (3,664; 


65-$1.65) — “Dial M For Murder” 
(WB) (2d wk). Helding with ‘solid 
$40,000 in current frame ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.). First week was 
$64,000. 

Paris (Indie) (568; 90-$1.80) — 
“Caroline Cherie” (Indie) (3d-final 
wk). Second week ended Sunday 
(6) was slow $5,000 after $6,500 
opening session. ‘“‘Hobson’s Choice” 
(UA) opens Monday (14). 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (6,200; 90-$2.60)—‘Execu- 
tive Suite’ (M-G) and stageshow 
(5th wk). Holding with a fine $125,- 
000 or over in current stanza end- 
ing today (Wed.), after $155,000 for 
fourth week. Holding a sixth ses- 
sion with the Hall starting to be 
helped by infiux of tourists. 
“Student Prince’ (M-G) due in 
next on June 17. 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.30) 
—‘‘Three Coins in Fountain” (20th) 
(3d wk). Current round ending 
today (Wed.) is heading for nice 
$65,000. Second week was $82,000. 
Stays a fourth. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.65)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Continues great with $67,- 
000 or close in first holdover frame 
ending Friday (11). Despite long 
running time of pic, this is getting 
entirely new audiences with new 
sound, widescreen, of course, a 
help. Opening week was terrific 
$74,000. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50) — 
“Genevieve” (U) (17th wk). The 
16th session ended Monday (7) held 
up with rousing $7,000 after $8,200 
in 15th week. Set to stay until 
July. 

-Trans-Lux 69th St. (T-L) (453; 
$1-$1.50) — “Pickwick Papers 
(Indie) (10th wk). Current round 
ending Friday (11) 1s heading for 
mild $2,500. The ninth week was 
$3,300. “Scotch on Rocks” (Indie) 
opens Saturday (12). 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (549; 

$1-$1.50) —_“Pickwick Papers” 
The 65th round ended Monday (7) 
held at fine $5,500 after $7.200 in 
64th week. Holding over again, and 
j likely will stay only a few weeks 
| longer because Metro wants pic for 
| release in N. Y. area. 
Victoria ‘City Inv.) (1,060; 75- 
$1.65)\—“Secret of Incas” (Par) (2d 
wk). This initial holdover stanza 
;}ending tomorrow (Thurs.) looks 
}like fair $10,000. Opening week 
'was $17,500. 

Warner ‘Cinerama Prod.) (1,600; 
| $1.20-$3.30) — “Cinerama” (Indie) 
|} (53d wk). Current session ending 
|} tomorrow (Thurs.) likely will hold 
| With sock $38,000. The 52d stanza, 
aided by two extra shows, naturally 
was bigger at $42,000. 








last night | 
Mastbaum (SW) (4.360; 99-$1.30) | ‘Tues.) was good $28,000 or era Balto Blah But ‘French’ 


| Smooth 136; ‘Beachhead’ 
Fair 736, ‘Coins’ 106, 2d 


Baltimore, June 8. 
Mild grosses are the rule here 
i this week as sluggish pace contin- 
ues. “French Line” is best of new 
crop, lusty at the Hipp. Second 
week of “Three Coins In Fountain” 
jis holding nicely at the New. 
“Beachhead” is fairish at Century. 
“Dial M for Murder” is okay in 
second week at the Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 


} 


; 


Century (‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
*45-75'\—"*Beachhead” (UA). Fairish 
$7,500. Last week, “Flame And 
Flesh” (M-G), $8,000. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.100; 
30-50-80'\—"“French Line” (RKO), 

| Lusty $13,000 or close. Last week, 
“Siege Red River” (20th), $7,500. 

Keith’s ‘Schanberger) (2.400; 30- 
46-75'\—"‘Ma, Pa Kettle At Home” 
(U). Limp $5,000. Last week, “Se- 
cret Of Ineas” (Par), $7,000. 

Little (Rappaport: (310; 50-$1.10) 
—‘‘Julius Caesar’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
Oke $3,800 after $4.000 for fourth. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-44-70'— 
“Johnny Guitar” ‘Rep) (2d wk). 
Nice $4,000 after $5,000 getaway. 

New ‘Mechanic: (1,800; 35-$l)— 
“Three Coins Fountain” (20th) (2d 
wk). Pleasing $10,000 after $14,000 
opener. 

Playhouse ‘Schwaber (420; 50-$1) 
—Genevieve” ‘1 Sth wk). Hold- 
ing at big $3,500 Last week, $3,800. 

Stanley (WB (3,200; 30-80)— 
“Dial M For Murder” (WB) (2d wk). 
Fair $7.000 after $9,000 opener. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 30-$1) 
|—‘*Long Wait’ (UA). Opens tomor- 
‘Wed.’ after fourth week of 

“Rose Marie” (M-G) 
1 $5,000. 


dipped to dull 
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Cooper Foundation Loses Tax Claim 





Must Pay $77,000 on Colorado Springs Transaction 
Despite Donations to University 





Omaha, June 8. 


Federal Judge James A. Dono- 
hoe here has ruled against the 
Cooper Foundation, Inc., of Lin- 
ecoln, in its attempt to recover 
$77,000 paid in taxes on a» 1943 
transaction. 

The foundation's petition charg- 
ed it leased a theatre in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., in July, 1943, and 


received a premium of $117,500 in| 


addition to rent. 

On Dec. 28, 1943, the foundation 
bought capita! stock of Interstate 
and dissolved that corporation. 
Interstate claimed the $117,500 as 
a deductible loss for that year. | 

Internal Revenue agents dis- 
agreed and the Government or- 
dered the Cooper Foundation to 
pay the tax of $77,000. 


The Cooper Foundation now is | 


a tax-exempt charitable org that 
has given many money gifts to the 
University of Nebraska. 


A LINE 


Smalley’s 


Centinued from page 4 














order to prevent competing inde- 


pendent exhibitors from obtaining | 


said pictures.” 

Likewise, “by the indulgence by 
the Schine defendants in preda- 
tory practices to injure and de- 
stroy their competition by threats 
to open additional theatres, by re- 
opening closed theatres, by threats 
to build new theatres, by contract- 
ing with the producer-defendants 
to prevent the sale of product to 
prospective competitors, by inter- 
fering with financial, contractual, 


2nd real estate arrangements and: 


negotiations, by price cutting and 
by resorting to unusual and costly 
vaudeville shows and games” ... 
the ... “Plaintiffs are suffering 


irreparable damages to its trade 
and business, and have no ade- 
quate remedy at law because said 
acts are continuous and would in- 
volve a multiplicity of suits.” 





Continued from page 4 








when it launched C’Scope, will 
have feature length and will serve 
also to compare various sound zys- 
tems. 

Warner Bros. not long ago pre- 
pared a special trailer narrated by 
Jack L. Warner and outlining 
properties to come from that stu- 
dio. Paramount, both in connec- 
tion with VistaVision and sepa- 
rately, has previewed its product 
in special exchange showings. 
Ditto for Metro. These occasions 
in part are brought on via the com- 
panies’ eagerness to demonstrate 
their new widescreen processes, 
but the ultimate purposes remains 
the same, i.e. to appraise exhibs 
of what’s coming up and to gen- 
erate enthusiasm. 


Brewer 


Continued frem page 5 














Kansas City, local 170; Roy Ruben, 
Detroit, Projectionists local 170, 
and Russell Moss, New York, local 
H-63. Four v.p. spots, including 
one to be filled by a candidate 
from Hollywood, remain to be fill- 
ed, and this will be done in the 
next few weeks, Brewer said. 

Brewer, who is notifying IA lo- 
cals of his candidacy, said “my re- 
luctance to accept the request 
earlier was prompted, not by any 
fear of losing, but rather to insure 
enough support to elect ‘ta ticket 
that could do an effective job once 
we were elected.” 

Laboratory Technicians Union, 
one of the largest IATSE unions 
here, on Sunday ‘6) instructed its 
26 delegates to International con- 
clave in Cincinnati Aug. 9 to vote 
for Roy Brewer. who seeks to oust 
prexy Richard Walsh. 

At the same time the local ap- 
propriated $500 for the Brewer 
campaign and $2,000 for delegates. 

Meanwhile, James McDonald, 
member of 683 and head of Holly- 
wood Committee For Walsh, took 
a rap at Brewer, charging “While 
he says he is for local autonomy, 
his record when he was Hollywood 
IA rep shows hesis against \it.? 





ge 


NEW THEATRE RULES 





Saskatchewan Regulates Drive-Ins, 
Heat and Boothmen’s Health 





Regina, Sask., June 8. 


against drive-in theatres 


Saskatchewan government. 


vated. 


grading of operators. 


using incandescent lighting only. 


cal fitness. 


ports as previously required. 


$8,500,000 Disney 


Continued from page 3 








lease next Easter. 
Disney's 


| riod last year. Gross 


937,649 the previous year. 


3 amounted to $5,308,706, 


400,450 the previous year. 


that “Sword and the Rose” 


their costs,” commented Disney. 





COMPO’S TY 


Ln COMtinued from page 7 


the financing of the “Movietime 
U. S. A.” campaign a couple of 
years ago. Distribs paid the na- 
tional freight and  theatremen 
picked up the check for the local 
traveling expenses of touring 
players. 

A rub is that the studios and 
their affiliated distributors, as 
members of the MPAA, already 





are linked with a projected tv 
splurge via the tieup with ABC. 
It’s regarded as hardly likely that 
the companies would shell out for 
their own once-weekly airer and 
the COMPO once quarterly expo- 
sure to boot. 





Chi Censor’s Statistics 


Chicago, June % 
Chicago Police Censor 


submitted, 





| for adults. In the group was a 
total of 20 overseas issues. 
Last month’s films comprised a 


© sib total of 452,000 feet of! eeHulbid.! © 


New regulations for theatres and 
public halls, including a provision 
being 
built within two miles of each oth- 
er, have beer announced by the 


Better heating systems wiil be 
required in theatres and halls, par- 
ticularly those being built or reno- 


Changes have been made in the 
First class 
operators may run any projection 
|equipment, second class operators 
may run equipment in towns, vil- 
lages or hamlets in theatres with 
500 seats or less and third class 
operators may operate equipment 


Operators 65 and over must pro- 
duce an annual certificate of medi- 


All licenses for theatres and pub- 
lic halls must now be paid on a 
yearly basis, except where the the- 
atre is in a village or hamlet. For- 
merly, quarterly licenses were is- 
sued. The new regulations also call 
for an annual report by owners or 
managers, instead of quarterly re- 





agenda is “Lady and the Tramp,” 
which is billed as the first cartoon 
feature in C’Scope. It’s set for re- 


product picture was)! 
given in an interim letter to stock- 
holders, which also reported net 
earnings of $283,662 for the six 
months ended April 3, 1954. This 
was about double the profit of 
$142,723 for the corresponding pe- 


income 
jumped to $4,31,827, against $2,- 


Widened scope of the company’s 
lensing program is shown in finan- 
cial data provided by prexy Roy O. 
Disney. Bank loans as of last April 
com- 
pared with $3,119,967 a year ear]- 
ier. Total inventories were listed 
at $12,531,019, compared with $10,- 


Commenting on product now in 
circulation, the chief exec reported 
and 
“Rob Roy, the Highland Rogue” 
likely will break even. The two 
pix, which were produced in Eng- 
land, have been disappointing at 
the U. S. boxoffice but “are doing 
very well in many foreign terri- 
tories and are expected to return 


“Living Desert” and the reissue 
of “Pinocchio,” also current, both 
are strong contenders in the money 
sweepstakes. 






Board 
last month nixed none of 94 pix 
although one Mexican 
and one German film were tacbed 


Continued from page 5 gam 


type of business,” he said. “Let 
me tell you, the idea that a director 
or producer can step right into tv 
and keep going is dead wrong. 
The same wasn’t true of actors, he 
thought. 

Ross’ next production with 20th 
will be “Alexander the Conqueror” 
in color and CinemaScope. He'll 
go to India in December to do lo- 
cation work for the film which will 
cover Alexander’s final years, in- 
cluding his invasion of India and 
his clash with Indian emperor 
Chandragupa. He came across the 
latter quite accidentally, Ross re- 
lated, and finding him a fascinating 
figure, combined the two themes. 

As on “The Robe” and “Deme- 
trius,”’ Ross will have a participa- 
tion deal on “Alexander.” He said 
he was the only producer on the 
20th payroll to get this kind of 
break and that it was “a.wonder- 
ful thing.” He opined that partici- 
pation arrangements with produ- 
cers and directors hold great ad- 
vantages to the studios since it im- 
plies a greater concern with rele- 
vant costs as far as the producer 
is concerned. 

“Robe” rentals to date run to 
about $18,000,000 domestically and 
are expected to finally hit $50,000,- 
000, Ross disclosed. He wouldn't 
say, however, what was his share 
of the net. Due to various produc- 
tion economies, such as the avail- 
ability of the pre-production crew, 
“Demetrius,” sequel to “The 
Robe,” was brought in at a budget 
of $2,500,000 compared to “The 
Robe’s” $4,500,000. He observed he 
couldn’t see the sense of releasing 
“The Robe” in 2-D any place 





where C’Scope could be used but 
he had no objections to exhibs 
playing 
sound, 


the pie with standard 


Collapse 
Continued from page 4 jaa 


the clerical and sales staff. The 
‘company will continue to function, 
‘under the receiver and manager, 
from its present offices in Wardour 
Street and from its string of pro- 
vincial exchanges. , 

Terms Better Than Expected 

The terms under which the new 
state organizaticn Will be permitted 
to function are considered more 
promising than first reports, in- 
cluding the official House of Com- 
mons announcement, by the Board 
Advance news from the grapevine 
suggested that British Lion would 
only operate as a distributing 
agency without any rights to 
finance production. This was ap- 
parently confirmed in the Com- 
mons announcement, by the Board 
of Trade undersecretary, 
Strauss, when he said: “the new 
eompany will not itself make 
films.” Subsequently it was ex- 
plained that they would be per- 
mitted to give the familiar dis- 
tributors’ guarantee which could 
be discounted for an advance of 
70-75 with banks or insurance 
companies. The bar operates in 
the main in respect to completion 
| Guarantees. Future producers un- 
der the British Lion banner will 
have to find these guarantees from 
outside sources, as it is a function 
outside the aegis of the NFFC. 

There is still considerable un- 
certainty as to whether the new 
state company will have distribu- 
tion rights to Sir Alexandar 
Korda's London Film Productions. 
Korda was production adviser to 
British Lion but his contract, with 
all others, automatically terminated 
on the appointment of the re- 
ceiver. Some contracts with in- 
dividual producers and stars are 
almost certain to be renewed im- 
mediately, but it is generally ac- 
cepted that the receiver will not 
pick up his option on Korda’s con- 
tract. 

Old Pacts Te Be Honored 

Subject to‘ the receiver's de- 
cision, existing British Lion con- 
tracts will be honored and films 
currently in production at Shepper- 
ton Studios will be eompleted with- 
out interruption. The Shepper- 
ton lot, although operated by a sub- 
sidiary company, is one of the 
major British Lion assets. A large 
chunk of the stock is owned by the 
parent company and this will fall 
into the hands of the receiver. Un- 
less there is a drastic last minute 
‘change, the new company will con- 
, tinue to operate Shepperton, mak- 











ing it virtually a state owned 
| studio. 
b In political circles, it is “sug- 


* | | gested 





Henry | *) 


the government has acted 
hastily and Tom O’Brien, M, P., 
accused them of a panic move. 
decision has, however, been irrev- 
ocably taken, and there can be no 
last minute change. © : ies 

Interesting f te to the de- 
velopment is a comparison of 
events with a memorandum pre- 
pared immediately after the war 
by the ‘Assn. of Cine Technicians. 
They then circulated a detailed 
plan for government action which 
advocated the creation of a film 
bank, the setting up of a state’ dis- 
tribution organization and _ the 
acquisition. of a fourth circuit. 
Within eight years the first two 
points have been achieved. 

See Need For Worldwide Rally 

In a letter to the Daily Mail last 
week, Anna Neagle and Herbert 
Wilcox, writing as _ “substantial 
shareholders in British Lion, 
suggested that the NFFC could 
have been of inestimable value to 
British producers if it had initiated 
a worldwide selling and publicity 
agency for the distribution of Brit- 
ish pix, whether British Lion or 
not. They believed that in the na- 
tional interest the company (BL) 
had been a substantially profitable 
interest and “‘a realistic and moral 
lifeline for the British independent 
producer.” 


Jungle Pix 


Continued from page 1 












Ferrin Co., a production company 
headed by his uncle, returned from 
India this week after a five-month 
filming expedition in northern 
Assam, & jungle region still occu- 
pied by head hunters. Like his 
previous visit to India, this trek 
will also result in a _ feature- 
length film, ‘“‘Mahaboo.” Similar 
technique used for “Sabaka” will 
be followed with, the latest offer- 
ing. Background footage, includ- 
ing close-ups of jungle animals, 
has been shipped to Hollywood 
where a story line will be added. 

According to Ferrin, the filming 
trek starts out with a basic story in 
mind. , Doubles are used for long 
shots. Back in Hollywood, per- 
formers are ‘hired to act out the 
story line, with the authentic 
footage being, used as the back- 
ground. This technique, said Fer- 
rin, enables the producer to pre- 
sent exciting footage that could 
never be achieved in Hollywood. 
To complete “Mahaboo,” Ferrin 
brought back a full-grown bull 
elephant “who is the star of the 
picture.” 

Picture was shot in Gevacolor, a 
Belgian tint process. Film, in all 
probability, will be released by UA. 
Ferrin conferred with UA inter- 
pation’ chief Arnold Picker before 
he soon for the Coast early this 
week. 





. Continued from page 2 == 


movies were still a nice place to 
get away from the world and take 
a fast sneoze. But no: Realism had 
to set in. Now you can not only seé 
a cowboy and Indian picture, but 
with the aid of some very uncom- 
fortable glasses you can have 
knives thrown directly at you, a 
torch set to your hat, a herd of 
wild buffalos running right over 
your tootsies, and a volcano erupt 
under your nose. Then, if that 
isn't enough to drive you nuts, you 
are suddenly thrown into the front 
seat of a roller coaster, with a ma- 
niac driving it ad lib. And you can 
get all this in conventional dimen- 
sion, Cinerama, CinemaScope, etc., 
ete. 4 

It's enough to give you the three 
D; T.’s. 





Eastern View 


Continued from page 4 





increase the public’s interest in 
films. As a means of further 
drawing attention to the project, 
tentative plan has been mapped to 
provide television coverage of the 
award presentations, 

CCMPO-ites state there would 
not likely be any conflict with the 
Academy Awards. Latter, it’s 
pointed out, is conducted strictly 
on an intra-industry basis, is more 
technically slanted, and more elab- 
orate in ceremony. 

There will be no voting induce- 
ments offered the public. ‘Com- 
mittee reps said such polls have 
been conducted in local areas, 
such as Denver and Canton, O., in 
past and audiences always partici- 
pated in sufficient number. 








cept of the plan which we want te 
put into work in each locality.” 

As part of the project, Par tech- 
nical men, who also will sit in on 
the local sessions, will survey the- 
atres in every territory. ““We want 
to know the characteristics of all 
houses so that when an exhibitor 
comes in to buy a picture we can 
better appreciate his problems,” as 
Schwalberg put it. This ties in 
with Par’s switch to VistaVision 
widescreen pix beginning with 
“White Christmas.” 

Schwalberg further explained 
that numerous difficulties were 
encountered in licensing “Shane” 
as a widescreen entry because, at 
that starting point, there wasn’t 
too much knowledge of the physi- 
cal makeup of theatres. “Shane,” 
as a result, showed up in a variety 
of screen shapes and sizes. 

Key part of the Par undertaking 
is to wring out full value from ad- 
pub money expenditure nationally 
in terms of local playdates. This 
is combined with coordination of 
local selling and local bally. 

Coincide With Ads 

Schwalberg offered a couple of 
examples. A Washington engage- 
ment, he said, means promotion 
penetration throughout the area. 
Thus, the plan is to immediately 
follow through with bookings in 
nearby Baltimore. As for mesh- 
ing national advertising with local 
selling, he pointed to a hypertheti- 
cal, costly insertion in the Ameri- 
can Weekly. The exhib in a small 
town, where the paper has a cir- 
culation, will be encouraged to 
play the advertised pic to coincide 
with the ad insertion. 

Tailored campaigns figure in the 
overall job, said Schwalberg. A 
film such as “When Worlds Col- 
lide” lent itself to television clips, 
he noted. Tv has proved particu- 
larly effective in selling science 
fiction pix. For films generally, 
campaigns will be changed to suit 
changed conditions, as in the 
ease of switching the pitch in 
“Come Back, Little Sheba” with 
the accent on the Academy 
Awards play the film received 
after it had been in initial release. 
In other instances, accent on local 
promotion will be given if the pix 
SO warrant. 

These are all part of the get-it- 
down-to-a-science format which 
the homeoffice execs and division 
managers will convey to bookers, 
salesmen, branch and district man- 
agers in their travels. 

First of the meets was held in 
Kansas City Monday with E. K. 
(Ted) O'Shea, v.p. of Par Dis- 
tributing Co., and national ex- 
ploitation director Herb Steinberg 
attending from N. Y¥. Schwalberg 
and Sid Blumenstock, assistant ad- 
pub head, began a series of hops 
in Pittsburgh yesterday. Sidney 
Deneau, sales exec, and ad-pub 
v.p. Jerry Pickman began their 
tour in Jacksonville yesterday. 
Other member of the Par sales 
cabinet -.participating ‘is Hugh 
Owen, exec assistant to O’Shea. 

As the itineraries are worked 
out, one of the four sales execs 
will be in N. Y. while three are on 
the road over the next few weeks. 
Each of the distribution reps on 
tour is being accompanied by 
either Pickman or Bluménstock or 
Steinberg. 

Pickman will wind up his as- 
signment with a meeting at the 
L. A. branch June 21. After this 


he'll be at the studio for several 
days. 
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Co aemeeetnaell 
Eastern market, and the need to 
maintain and expand it, were 
stressed by Maas. In India, for in- 
stance, not more: than about 100 
theatres play Hollywood imports. 
The number becomes much larger, 
however, on films of outstanding 
local appeal. 

Maas, who returns to ‘Japan on 
June 20, reported yesterday (Tues.) 
to the MPEAwsboard on the accom- 
plishments of his trip. It’s under- 
stood that these included an agree- 
ment with Pakistan for free im- 


ports and remittances for U. S. 
films. MPEA still intends to ap- 
point a permanent rep in Japa? 
this fall, but Mads said he had no 
idea who it might be. He also knew 
of no plan to station a permanent 





MPEA rep in India. 


Continued from page § —— 


TYAN SP 


aggenrast 


x PPM 














oO um were Be eer se hm - 


meas Se SS 88 ote 


Bm eG BO oe 


.- Bee 


s- 


is 
al 


SETTLE YEN SP 


a ow 





= 


11 





Wednesday, June 9, 1954 











HT THAT FAILE 





In his sharpshooting for new revenues, New York’s.Mayor 


Robert Wagner 


sisted upon punching holes in theatre 


tickets, a stunt originated by Annie Oakley. It is fair to say “in- 
sisted’ because it became plain at the protest hearings a week ago 
that neither the mayor, nor the city fathers were open minded. 
Their ears had flaps; their eyes had blinders. Show biz had been 
picked for the touch. The eloquent speeches, the imposing charts 


came too late. Indeed, there is 


left a conviction that show busi- 


ness may have itself mostly to blame that the mayor.and the coun- 


cil think of theatre tickets as such easy targets. 

This publication, for one, tried to alert the picture indus- 
try to the danger of municipal aggression.against tickets. We re- 
peated last week the comment only a couple of months ago of one 
industry spokesman who with much irritation said,.at the time: 


“why bring that up? Why print anything about it? 


call attention to it!” 


You'll only 


' Surely its time for show people to know once and for all that 


there’s no safety in sticking the 











head into a mound of sand. 











Mood: To Give Wagner the Biz 





Don’t Intend To Forget Or Let Public Forget He’s - 
. The Villain | A i ee 








New York exhibitors intend to 
keep continually fresh in the pub- 
lic’s mind the fact that Mayor Rob- 
ert F, Wagner’s regime is respon- 
sible for the 5% hike in boxoffice 
prices. That the tax will become 
law, effective in July, is regarded 
more or less as a foregone con- 
clusion. 

Theatremen already have. begun 
to plot a sustained campaign de- 
signed to identify Wagner as the 


heavy. Group of 30 key owners 
confabbed on the subject Monday 
(7) and a aelegation will sit in on 


a meeting of film company presi- | 


dents today (Wed.) for the purpose 
of working out details of the pro- 
gram. pe. 

Feeling is that if a carefully 
sketched blueprint is uniformly fol- 
lowed, work’ against the 5% b.o. 
bite could result in the following: 


1. Such public distaste for the | 
tax that Wagner and. the City 
Counci! might find it politically 
wise to think in terms of repeal. 

2. Serve notice on all other mu- 
nicipalities . with money-grabbing | 
ideas that theatremen are not the, 
soft touch they’re so often labelled; | 
that the lawmakers will have a_ 
battle on their hands when they | 
begin to reach for any part of the | 
exhibs’ ‘gate. 

Problem for the New Yorkers is | 
masterminding a scheme to influ- | 
ence meaningful public opinion | 
without, at the same time, inviting | 
reprisals from City Hall. It’s no} 





Tom Tom For 0’Donnell 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Publicists Guild’s second annual 
Tom Tom_Award will be presented 
this year to R. J. O'Donnell, chief 
of the Texas Interstate Circuit. It 


will be presented by‘prexy Walter | that way.” 
Compton June 17 at the Hollywood | of 


Roosevelt Hotel. 


Ballots for new’ officers of the 
Guild will close at midnight, June 
10. Nat James, of RKO, is the only 
eandidate for the presidency. 


Goldwyn’s Unique Deal 
With Regional Distribs 
Calls for. 35-65 Split 


Samuel Goldwyn © office has 
worked out a unique deal in re- 
leasing a flock of oldies to theatres 
via a combine of local, or so-called 
states’ rights, distributors. Under 
the arrangement, the regional re- 
leasing outfits across‘ the country, 
although independent of 
other, are pooling prints and ad- 





| vertising and participated in gross 
' rental money on a scaled basis. 


The split is 65% for Goldwyn 
and the 35% balance to the distrib 
units. Formula arrangement pro- 
vides for the distribs to collect 
40°%, however, if the:national busi- 
ness reaches a certain point within 
the formula, according to distribu- 
tion sources. 

Initial package under the setup 
comprises eight reissues. One is 


2ach | 


Awkward Posture of the Ostrich. 





; prexy ef projectionist Local 306, | 








{vote in the City Council in favor ‘cent reduction in the federal tax 
of the tax law. 
Board of Estimate unanimously | 
approved the 5° levy and along! 
‘with it a companion measure to 


| 


texempt nightclubs and cabarets, 
| subject to the tax from the city’s 


i 


' 
i 


secret that a-local government can | yet to be selected; the other seven | 


cause hardship for such groups as | 


are: “The Westerner,” ‘Dead 


theatremen by sueh methods as/| End,” “Barbary Coast,” “Come and | 


zealous enforcement of building, | 
fire or police- regulations. In Jer-| 
sey City, for example, a city ordi- 
nance was recently rewritten in an 
unsuccessful attempt to bar the 
film “French Line” from the Stan- 
ley Theatre. 

, Gothamites don’t intend to pull 
any punches but want to avoid 
recklessness. " Campaign as it ap- 
pears now shaping would include | 
these measures, subject to approv- | 
ai by a formal meeting of all ex- 
hibs: Prominently posted notice in | 
theatres that 5% of the public's | 
money is being raked in by the 
city; continued use of film clips 
spotlighting the tax, and, where 
houses are forced to shutter, re- 
lettered marquees proclaiming: | 
“This Theatre Was Forced to 
Close by Mayor Wagner's Tax.” 


PANORAMIC’S ‘FEATHER’ 
- MARKS 20TH BOWOUT 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Panoramie’s tenth and last, pic- | 
ture for 20th-Fox reléase will be | 
“White Feather,” ‘to be produced | 
in CinemaSecope by Robert L. Jacks 
with Robert Webb directing. Start~ 
Ing date is July 5. 

Originally “Hawk of the Desert” | 
Was slated as the final picture but 
the switch was made when 20th- 

OX requested a CinemaScope pro- 


duction. The other nine were 
Standard films. 
beLeiees Saat 











Get It,” “Adventures of Marco 
Polo,” “Nana” and “The Cowboy 
and the Lady.” . 


NOTHING DECIDED ON 
2D CINERAMA. DATE 


Although 
second ‘picture in ‘the widescreen 
medium is ‘almost completed, 
Stanley Warner; holder of the ex- 
hibition and production rights to 





for the unveiling of the new pic- 


| 
| 
} 


“Cinerama Holiday,” | 





BRAN n 6% TAY New Italian-U.S. Film Pact 


fe uIBIE \| Drops Principle of ‘Subsidy’; — 
epee ciple By (Big Moral Victory for Yanks) 


bany) and the deep blue sea (N. Y. 














City), New York exhibs are re- + Draft of the new Italian film 
signed to the new municipal 5% WB’s Quintet | agreement as worked out at pres- 
-—o ——. eer : Hollywood. June 3 lent eliminates subsidies and in 
ere’s the siimm food, Be ; 
Giat-(1) Mayer Robert ¥ Waener|~ .Warpere hes five pictures be- | "tn. raises the exchange rete: cn 
= wn . g fore the cameras currently but | remittable U. S. film coin. 

may change his mind, or (2) Albany| ‘only one, “Dragnet,” on the | Motion Picture Export Assn. 
may step in to save New York’s 4 lot. a ee | prexy Eric Johnston leaves N. Y. 
amusement industry from the levy Mace © Peer Mehts, Seieas: 'for Europe tomorrow (Thurs.) in 
by authorizing some other form of} «prumbeat,” near Flagstaff, | his double capacity of diplomat and 
taxation. However, observers feel Ariz.; “East of Eden,” at Men- {film industry rep. He'll meet with 
that neither is likely, and that the} docino, Cal., and “Helen of | company prexies today (Wed.) and 
tax will go through as scheduled. Troy” and “Land of the Pha- | the Italo situation is certain to crop 

starting July 15 raohs” abroad. up. e ‘ sacs 
F } o- According to MPEA, Johnston 
Theatremen, who, along with la- | will pay a quickie visit to Rome 
bor, put up a spirited battle! N. y. State Compiroller | before going on to the Middle East 
against the tax and used every in- | oo 8 where he is skedded for confabs 
fluence at their disposal to prevent Criticizes Bob Wagner ge ee “— aie peop ief 
it, are reluctantly waking up to the Use of 1947 | egislation iia perce ‘te aoen Salbaaline 
bitter truth that, despite the elab- of the fact that negotiations with 
orate hearings held and the one Albany, June 8. the Italians have progressed close 
before the Mayor still to come,| Overlooked or perhaps given in-| to the point where a pact may be 
their case was doomed to failure sufficient attention, in the New signed. MPEA rep Eugene van Dee 
before it was even presented. | York City hassle over the impdsi- has been holding talks with Italo 
“The skids were greased.” com-|tion of a 5% amusement tax, government and industry reps for 
mented one exec. “You can’t win|W@S the outright stand taken many weeks and has laid the 
And before the Board | 28ainst it by State Comptroller J; groundwork so that Johnston may 
Estimate, Herman Gelber,| R2ymond McGovern. oe & poetion to wrap up Ue 

In a two-page stafement, releas- 9¢2! in a hurry. 
brought the issue into even sharper! ed simultaneously in Albany and Elimination of the subsidy is a 
focus: {New York, McGovern. sharply’ major victory for the Americans 
. “This is one grand doublecross, ‘Titicized Mayor Robert F. Wag- who have pointed out io the 
by our friends.” he declared. | ®e?’s handling of the city’s finan- Italiams that, due to a variety of 
“Only a Jesse James has the in- | ‘ial problems, declared that “the cireumstances including Federal 
testinal fortitude to do the wrong! ifresistible force of unanimous Trade Commission pressure. they'll 
thing. I hope you do the right public opinion forced him to drop no longer be in a position to grant 
thing and I’m sure you won't.” He| Quickly” an attempt to “compel the aid. Johnston on a number 
added that the Councilmen ap- the business men of the commu- 0! occasions has expressed his de- 
peared to have cotton in their ears| Mity to support him under the termination to obtain a new Italo 
—“you seem to listen but you|threat of extending the 3%% pact without subsidies. 

dont hear.” pune nae . Samer grime The first Italian deal brought the 
7 ; an en had proposed a ievy Ol Italo industry 12'2° of the Ameri- 
the City Council held day-long | You'd be severely damaging to ally reduced to 10° with an un- 


; — ;Ahat industry which is a vital seg- @erstanding that none of the coin 
hearings on the tax, giving all: sea)? . ; 7 : agile : 
: s ment of the nomic well- woulc 5 str le 
amusement factions from the the- | being.” . Ors qrenenete | ee * —. to distribute Italo 
atres to the bowling alleys a/ : DD (saan: gece 
chance to be heard. The commit-| Said State Comptroller McGov-' | It’s uncertain to what extent the 
tee then voted to approve the levy. | nate tage eg im a = deal = i Italian Films 
: y : . - eg ae tf xport in the U. S. Agency pro- 
This was followed by a 22 to 3| Risenhower Administration’s re- motes Italo films and also dis- 
tributes them via IFE Releasing 
Corp. Presumably IFE has plenty 
New York City was given au- of lira left to go on for a long 
thority by virtue of a law which time. It's as dependent on Italian 
the Legislature enacted in 1947. government’s willingness to make 
/on recommendation of Governor available dollars as it is on the 
* . Dewey to levy a group of optional U.S. contribution which was given 
toy ‘ ° . . - h 
3 Prorye sory ing to the M '‘“nuisance” taxes, including a in the form of loans 
nd now its up to the Mayor) 5e, ijmpost on admissions. Other e ee 
who, like the Democratic members | cities of 100.000 population and all In contrast, the new French film 
, : i : , popuia agreement provides for an outright 
of the City Council, takes the posi-| counties were authorized, in the gift of $400,000, no strings at- 
on shat me _ . Albany's —_ same act, to vote a series of taxes tached. coe ad 
not Ais. ublic hearings Wi —chiefly to finance local educa- ie E 
held later this week or next week, tion costs. Later the law was aseptic: Pate the MPEA. IFE has 
but observers feel that nothing amended to permit all cities to down og ag Se os pagel apc 
much is to be gained from them . . > . Pe; = ve 
- mS & make these levies. used. However, it’s estimated that 


re oe eS Se Binghamton thereafter was the over the three years, U. S. distribs 
ae P : first city to enact an ordinance for gropped between $5,000,000 and 
cisely and the Mayor's attitude also, ‘5-, “amusement tax. The tax $6.000.000 in the Italian kitty. This 
appears to be firm. was also suggested in Schenectady js exclusive of the Italo dubbing 
New York exhibs have pointed and in a Westchester County tay on imported American films 
out to the City Council that, ac-| municipality, but was adopted in: phat money goes to aid Italian pro- 
cording to their estimates, the.5% neither. ; duction and. theoretically. also is 
tax on admissions will not bring _ While the 1947 bill was pending repayable ; ae 
the city any $9,000,000 as expected in the Legislature. Rebert Coyne. ‘ 4 
by city budget director Abraham spearhead of COMPO’s recent. suc- 


On Friday (4), the on amusements.” 





D. Beame, but only around $3.500.-| cessful effort to obtain a 10°) re- $ $ 
: /000. In addition, via additional | duction in the federal admission 7.50 T0 12.50 HIKES 
the medium, Has; not set’.a date | 


ture, Under terms of SW’s deal | 


with Cinerama Production Corp., 
original holder of the rights, the 
picture must be completed by Au- 
gust. However, the | agreement 
does not specifically’ state that the 
pic must be exhibited at that time. 
SW, it's almost certain, will meet 
the deadline and Cinerama Pro- 
ductions appears willing tq accept 
even a rough cut as evidence of 
completion. Louis: de Rochemont, 
who is making “Cinerama Holi- 
day” for SW, has a work print 
available and current activity at 
the de Rochemont headquarters 
involves editing and scoring. A 
final sequence is also scheduled 
for shooting in New York. 
According to a SW spokesman, 
there is no immediate need to 
rush “Holiday” into | exhibition 
since Cinerama-equipped theatres 
showing “This Is. Cinerama,” in- 





theatre closings. etc., the industry tax, came to Albany to oppose the 
has stated that the city stands to’ former. He called on Govetasr 
lose an additional $2,000,000. so} Dewey’s then counsel, Charles D. pe ee ae » 
that the net gain actually would be Breitel, now a Supreme Court 1 aes eee end 
$1,500,000. | Justice in New York City, but Sot tained by Paramount homeoffice 
The bill as passed by the City | nowhere. Coyne argued that the pub-ad staffers as a result of new 
Council and the Board of Estimate | measure was unfair and discrim- pact signed by the company with 
provides for none of the exemp-| inatory — so far as it affected tne Motion Picture Homeoffice Em- 
tions asked for by the theatres as admissions, being taxed by the jigvees Union, Local H-63, IATSE. 
an alternative. Taken under con-| Federal government at 20°. Two-year agreement, which ex- 
sideration at one point or another | }pires Sept. 30, 1955, is retroactive 


bas: been, an -examption Sf tickets: | to Sept. 30, 1953, expiration date of 
of 50e¢ and under and $1 and under. SOL SIEGEL RETURN | 


| ios ? former contract. * 

Exhibs maintain that the 5°, Negotiations have been in prog- 
levy will wipe out their gains from | TO PAR IN WORKS ress for nine months and settle- 
the 50° reduction of the Federal | Hollywood, June 8. ment was finally reached with TA 
admissions’ tax this ‘year. While| Negotiations are underway for toppers taking part in the talks. 
some ° theatres ‘pocketed’ that Sol C: Siegel, who's exiting 20th Final session last week was held at 
money, many others passed it on|on completion of “No Business the IA international office in New 
to the public. It is stressed that,| Like Show Business” after seven | York with IA secretary-treasurer 
afmost without exception, the 5°% | and one-half years at studio, to re- | Harlan Holmden and international 
tax—if it goes through—will be | turn to Paramount with Indie unit. | rep Joseph Basson working out the 
passed on to the public. Theatre| Outfit, to be tagged Sol C. Siegel | details with Par execs Arthur 
execs fear an adverse effect on at-| Productions, would turn out 10-15 | Israel and Jerry Pickman. Russell 
tendance. They are also worried | top “A” pix in next five years with Moss, Local H-63 exec veepee, and 


FOR PAR PUB-AD STAFF 





itial film in the medium, are still | over the N. Y. precedent for other | Paramount partnered in ‘venture |business agent Harold Chadwick 
doing satisfactory, business, ,, « ,bCitles.., 4) riya Le ice 4 


and financing each filgyce « «i> repped the white cellar union. \ 




















INTERNATIONALE. 


VARIETY 


VARIETY’S LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Pisce, 





BEPA Stakes Its Claim to $9,800,000 
From Eady Fund Yearly, Up $4,015,000 





London,-June 8. ’ 
| 


Documenting their case with evi- 
dence of production losses running 
zt over $3,000,000 a year, the Brit- 
ish Film Producers Assn, has now 
staked its claim for a minimum 
contribution from the Eady fund 
of $9,800,000 a year. Hitherto, the | 
producers’ share has been running | 
at an avérage rate of $5,785,000 | 
annuaily. 

In a breakdown of production | 
costs and receipts for the three} 
years from 1950 through 1952, the | 
annual deficiency, without allow- | 
ing for the Eady coin and without | 
making provision for a return on} 
capital investments, has been at} 
an average rate of over $6,100,000 | 
annually. 

After estimating a minimum re- 
turn of $2,800,000 on capital and 
taking into account the production 
subsidy, the producers claim there 
is a net deficiency exceeding 
$3,000,000. The figures are based 
on returns covering 202 pictures 
with a combined production cost | 
exceeding $60,000,000. These pix 
earned over $28,000,000 in the do- 
mestic market and half that 
amount in overseas territories in 
the three years under review. 

The BFPA reckons that with the 
increasing use of color and the 
likelihood of having to film in the 
new widescreen processes, studio 
costs will be upped by as much as | 
$40,000 to $100,000 per picture. | 
Apart from rising charges, they 
stress that any increase in Ameri- 
car sponsored production in Brit- 
ain would slice their revenue from | 
the fund. 


Paris Sets 1st Int’l 
Fete of Dramatic Art; 


38 Legiters on Board 


Paris, June 1. 

The first International Festival 
of Dramatic Art, which will be 
held here July 10-29 will be a fine 
stopgap for Paris theatres, with 38 
spectacles playing at various houses 
around the city. This will fili in the 
usual shuttering period, and should 
give an added lift and coin towards 
next season’s productions. Fest 
will also serve to give an interna- 
tional theatrical tone to the Paris 
season. 

Program has been set up se that 
Comedie - Francaise will present 
“Hommage A Moliere,” “Georges 
Dandin” and Pirandello’s “Six 
Characters In Search of an Au- 
thor” at their two houses, the 
Salle Richilieu and Salle Luxem- 
bourg. Jean Mercure will present | 
his hit revival of Pirandello’s “The 
Voluptuousness of Honor” at the 
Theatre St. Georges, while Theatre | 
Hebertot will house Maurice Bray's 
“For the King of Prussia.” Thea- 
tre D’Atelier will have the Jacques 
Fabbri Company doing Claude San- 
telli's “Le Fantome.” Regional and 
young theatre groups will be spot- 
ted around town. Even the Medra- 
no Circus will house theatre via 
Rene Clermont’s presentation of 
his “Jeanne A Rouen” with Made- 
leine Robinson. 

Foreign entries are now Italy, 
Norway, Denmark. Yugoslavia, Ire- 








land, Germany, Spain, Belgium, 
Poland, East Germany, England, 
Israel and Japan. Most foreign 


reps will be housed at the Theatre 
Sarah Bernhardt, with Italy send- | 
ing its version of the French clas- 
sic, “Cyrano De Bergerac.” directed 
by Frenchman Raymond Rouleau. 
Norway will have Henrik Ibsen’s 
“The Ghosts” while Denmark is do- 
ing the French classic, “Le Cid.” 
Yugoslavia will do,Martin Drzic’s 
“Uncle Maroje,” given by the Bel- 
grade National Theatre, while Ire- 
land has Jean Synge's “Playboy 
of the Western World.” ‘ 
German's StaaS Theatre is doing 
Franz Kafka’s “The Chateau.” 
Other countries and their offer- 
ings are Spain, with Calderon De 
La Barca’s “Life Is a Dream” by 
he Lope De Vega Company; Bel- 
fium, with Andre Daufel’s “Built | 
on Sand”; Poland, with the War- | 
sa\\ Theatre giving Corneille’s “Le 
Cid” and Fredro’s “The Husband | 
and Wife”; England with Henry | 
Sherek’s production of “Confiden- 
tial Clerk,” with Claude Rains and | 
Joan Greenwood; Israel with the | 
Habima Theatre doing “The Go- | 
Jem” and Ashman’s “Daughter of | 
Saul”; and Japan with a Kabuki 
and Noh play presentation. | 


Pyle Theatre in Tokye 
Reverts io Ist Owners 


Tokyo, June 1. 
U.S. Army headquarters here 


has announced that the Ernie Pyle | 


Theatre wilk be returned to its 
owners, Toho Enterprises, in Jan- 
uary next year. House has been 
the main Tokyo theatre for U.N. 
forces since 1945. Toho officials 
announced the theatre will resume 
its original name, Tokyo Takura- 
zuka Geikijo. After remodelling it 
will be used for presentations of 
the Takarazuka All-Girl Opera Co., 
legitimate Japanese plays and 
roadshows of foreign films. Each 
category will get a four-month rup 
in rotation. 

Roadshow policy will bring to a 
total of five the Tokyo first-run 
film houses, all within an area of 
four square blocks. 


Brit. Pix to Get 
347, Eady Bonus 


London, June 8. 


On an assessment made on the 
first nine months of the current 
Eady year, which started last Au- 
gust, it now appears certain that 
producers of British films will re- 
ceive a bonus of 34% on the dis- 
tributors’ gross. Already, however, 
there are more than 600 pix en- 
titled to a share of the Eady in- 
come. ee 

In the nine months from August 
to April last, total rentals earned 








the predominantly non-Japanese 


by British pix in the domestic mar- ; 


ket equalled almost $13,000,000, 
and in the last month under re- 


‘view, film rental receipts reached 


a new high for the year of approxi- 
mately $1,500,000. This compares 


with just over $840,000 last August. | 


For most of the current financial 
year, 
Eady fund has been running at 


| 34° of the gross. It dipped last 


March to 33° but was upped a 
month later to 35%. 

According te available statistics 
the Eady money earned by Ameri- 
can financed quota pix will equal 


the distribution from the | 
_ photography and best art direction, 


the sacrifice made by U. S. distribs | 
in allowing for Eady contributions | 


by exhibs when showing Holly- 
wood pix. 


VIENNA ORCH, OPERA 





| star of the Shaw & Sons (Hong | 7 es > hea 
| Kong) entry, “A Song of Romance,” | vest Girl.” England's “What Every 


‘for her “completely charming per- 


SET FOR BRIT. SEASON 


London, June 8. 

The Vienna State Opera and 
Vienna Philharmonic Orch have 
been signed for a London season in 
September (13-25), which will be 
presented by the London County 
Councii at the Royal Festival Hall 
in association with the Haydn- 
Mozart Society. Visitors will total 
180. 

There will be six performances 
of “Le Nozze Di Figaro,” four of 
“Don Giovanni” and three of “Cosi 
Fan Tutte.” 





Stop Non-Union Megger 
Working on Graham Pix 


London, June 1. 

An American film director, Billy 
Ross, who had been filming with- 
out a labor permit on a picture 
record of Billy Graham's crusade 
in Britain, was stopped from work- 
ing by union action last week. 

The Assn. of Cine Technicians 
threatened to stop work on the 
production unless the director was 
ordered off the set. An ACT di- 
rector has now been named to 
complete the chore, 





Opera Mgr. New London 
Savoy, Show Biz Chief 


London, June 1. 


' eliminated 


| §. E. Asia’s Film Fete 


| ducers of Venice and Cannes Fes- 


| personally produced. 
| Another 


New BBC Disk Jock Series 
‘ London, June 1. 

A new disk jockey series is to 
be introduced on BBC sound radio 
next week under the title of “Stage 
Doer Johnny.” It will be a com- 
bined operation between outside 
broadcasts and the record library 
of Broadcasting. House. 

The Stage Door Johnnies will be 
three leading BBC interviewers, 
John Ellison, Brian Johnston and 
Franklyn Engelmann. They will 
visit West End theatres, interview 
stage celebrities and invite them 
to select a disk. The disk depart- 
ment claims it can produce any 
chosen record within two minutes 
if in stock. 





Daiei’s ‘Golden Demon’ 
Wins Top Award At 


Tokyo, June 1. 
Daiei Motion Picture Co., pro- 


tival winners “Rashamon” and 
“Gate of Hell,” added another in- 
ternational film festival award 
when judges of the first Southeast 
Asia Film Festival, heid here this 
month, picked the studio's “Golden 
Demon” for the “Golden Harvest” 
plaque as the best feature film. 
Daiei prex» Masaichi Nagata en- 
trenched i:imself more firmly in 
the role of top film man in the 
Orient with this drama, which he 


Japanese film, “The 
Echo,” made by Toho Co., Ltd., 
garnered four of the other top 
coveted prizes. In the opinion of 


jury best male and female acting 
was dene by two of the leads in 
“The Echo,” S6 “Yamamura and 
Miss Setsuko Hara. The film's di- 
rector, Mikio Naruse, was given the 
best megging award while the pic’s 





sound technicians Hisashi Shimo- 
naga was cited for his work. 

Two plaques were picked up by | 
the Thailand entry, “Santi-Vina,” | 
Far East Films, Ltd., of Bangkok, | 
produced by ex-20th Century-Fox | 
writer Robert G. North, now FEF | 
veepee. The pic was a strong con- | 
tender for top place throughout | 
the judging, the jury announced 
as it awarded the prizes for best 


going to cameraman R. D. Pres“ 
tenji and art director Urai Siro- 
sambat. 

A Philippine entry, “Return 
From America,’ Sampaguita Pic- 





tures, Manila, won the best scena- 
rio prizes; it was written by Lu- 
ciano B. Carios. One “special 
award” went to Miss Li Li Hwa, 


formance and outstanding beauty.” 

Before announcing the winners, | 
the judges stated that they had 
two feature’ entries 
from consideration because in their 
opinion they had been entered in 
violation of the festival rule which 
excluded films of “ideological” na- | 
ture. These were “Tradition,” Asia 


} 


the judges said “showed an Army | 
officer in a derogatory light,” and | 
“The Eternal Generation,” Shochi- 
ku Co., Ltd., Japan, which the jury 
thought was “political and incited 
students to revolt.” 

Conflicting “ideologies” were | 
seen by observers in the selection | 


Of the best male and female acting 


U Newsreel Deal For 


awards. So Yamamura, the male 
winner, has firm connections with 
leftish film elements in Japan. He 
wrote, directed and _ starred in 
“Crab Fishingboat,” indie produc- 
tion of Gendai Films roundly de- 
nounced in the local press as ‘“‘anti- 
foreign.” Setsuko Hara, best actress 
of the festival, is at the opposite | 
political pole as she is associated 
with far right nationalist elements | 
which are still just as anti-foreign 


as the pinkos. | 





Japan Distrib Pacted 
: Tokyo, June 1. | 
Universal Newsreel will be dis-| 
tributed in Japan starting July 1| 
as a result of a contract inked this | 


Frederick Lloyd, general mana- | week between Universal-Interna- | 
fer of the D’Oyly Carte Opera | tional and a daily Tokyo news- 


company, has been named enter-| paper, 
tainments director of the Savoy | The 


Hotel group, supplanting Carroll 

Gibbons who died recently. Lloyd 

will combine the two? posts. 
Hannah Levy, who acted as Gib- 


ing upped to assistant entertain- 
ments director, 
j [ ) j a ls <3 


| plus domestic takes from Sankei, | 
t | the newspaper’s film unit. 
bons’ secretary for 23 years, is be- | 


Sangyo Keizai 


Shimbun. | 
reel, to be 


titled Sankei- 


| Universal News, will carry over-\@nd top film 


seas items from Universal News| 


| 
| 


Sankei will edit locally and U will | 


| distribute. About 35 prints will be | novelist 
lavailable for initial distribution. | top earner with almost $50,000, 
i | } I pn¢gHet | iJ i aS ( oe i i’ t 
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Rawstock Shortage, 


Cinema BO. Dp, 





Coin Clearing Somewhat in Arg. 


Scot Smalltown Patrons 
Like Action in Pictures 


Kilwinning, Scot., June 1. 

Cinema patrons in this small 
Scottish town like action in their 
films. Also they do not like “‘a 
lot of kissing,” and they don’t go 
for British films. These tastes cest 
the town’s only cinema, the Kings- 
way, a fine of $15 for not showing 
enough British pix. 

It was shown in court that be- 
tween October of 1951 and Septem- 
ber in 1952, the house showed 30 
British features as the main film. 
Under the English quota law, if 
should have shown at least 47 
British films. It was cited that a 
two-day showing for a British film 
brought in on the average $66 but 
it took a minimum of $96 to keep 
the cinema running for two days. 

Thomas McDonald, manager of 
the cinema, told Variety: “Our 
audience wants westerns and 
American musicals with plenty of 
action.” 3 


Berlin Film Fete 
Draws 29 Nations 


Berlin, June 8. 


With Algeria, Argentina, Belgian 
Congo, Israel, New Zealand, Pak- 
istan knd Turkey as the last an- 
nounced entries, the number of 
nations taking part in the forth- 
coming Berlin Film Festival (June 
18-29) has grown to 29. Ceylon 
and Luxemburg, meanwhile, have 
withdrawn their participation since 
their announced pix won't be com- 
pleted in time. 


The German entries so far in- 
clude “No Way Back.” “Rummel- 
platz der Liebe” (the German -Ver- 
sion of “Carnival Storv’’) and Curt 
Oertel’s full-length documentary 
film, “Unknown New World,” 
which he made in the U.S. “Rum- 
melplatz der Liebe” will be shown 
at the Waldbuehne, Europe’s 
largest open-air theatre, in con- 
nection with the first broadcast of 
Sender Freies Berlin, West Berlin’s 
new radio station. 


There will be more world preems 
at the festival than last year. They 
include “Tre Garden of Evil” 
(20th), Japan’s “The Young Har- 





Woman Wants,” Italy's ‘“‘La Grande 
Speranza,” Oertel’s documentary 


{and other pix. 


Incidentally, Metro has. an- 
nounced the showing of “Knights 


of Round Table,” a CinemaScoper. 
, Julien Duvuvier is going to show 
| his latest pic, “The Case Mauri- 


tius,” and also personally attend 


; the preem. There have been many 


. Pictures, Ltd., Hong Kong, week ee “ore 


invited to come to 
Berlin. Charles Laughton is one 
of those expected here. 


JAP SINGING STARS 
IN HAWAII-MADE PIC 


x Honolulu, June 1. 
Japanese singing 
Eri and Yoshio Tabata are due in 





June 15 to film “Sunny Travels in | - aa Pea 
- —— the “onerous” impost. 


Hawaii” on nearby Kauai Istand, 
where scenes for ‘Miss Sadie 
Thompson,” “Beachhead,” and 
“Pagan Love Song” were previously 
filmed. Pic is to be financed 
by International Theatrical Co., 


| International Theatres, Honolulu. 


Stars will interrupt shooting for 
week beginning June 24 to appear 


Hawaii's top outlets for Japanese 
films. Fujikawa wrapped up the 


|film venture on recent trip to 


Tokyo, where he also signed con- 
tracts that will bring more Shin- 
tohor and Toei studio pix to the 
International. 


Jap Novelist’s 50G in ’53 


Tokyo, June 1. 

Tokyo tax authorities have re- 
vealed that best-selling authors 
and radio stars in 
Japan reported an average in- 
crease of 30% in income in the 
1953 fiscal year. 

For the eighth straight year, 
Eiji Yoshikawa was the 





at >» 


stars Chi 
stm ems to Greece. 


| 


Hawaii outfit which als | rialized 
Fn te | With the admish levy around 50°o, 


| the 


Washington, June 8. 

Argentine film industry has been 
facing three major  problems-~ 
shortage of material (especially 
rawstock), difficulty in financing 
‘production and inadequzte revenue 
from exhibition. Last year, how- 
ever, it made some progress in lick- 
ing them and a better outlook for 
1954 is the prospect, possibly in 
production. 


figures the 15 Argentine studios 
will turn out about 60 features this 
year, compared with 39 released 
last year, and 35 in 1952. During 
the 1948-51 period, the Argentines 
were producing about 50 pix yearly. 

Raw film shortage has been 
squeezing the. industry for several 
years. What improves the outlook 
in this respect is that the Argen- 
tines opened a new source of sup- 
ply in Italy last year. They will 
get 12,500,000 meters of rawstock 
from Italy this year, plus about 
2,300,000 from France. In addition, 
8,000,000 meters will come from 
Germany, 4,000,000 from Japan and 
a quantity from Britain. 

Since 1948, the Industrial Credit 
Bank has been authorized to make 
production loans to the Argentine 
studios. Toward the end of 1953 
the bank suddenly liberalized its 
policy. In three months, it lent 
considerable coin to finance 21 pic- 
tures. Tne liberal policy is con- 
tinuing. : 

What has restricted the boxoffice 
earnings has been the price ceil- 
ings set by the government on ad- 


inlustry are now pushing to have 
these ceilings upped, but unsuce 
cessfully so far. 


Greek Distribs Would . 
Halt Pix Service ‘Til 
Govt. Cuts Admish Tax 


Athens, June 1. 

In a drastic step designed to 
force the government to reduce the 
50° admissions tax, the Union of 
Greek Film Importers & Distrib- 
utors has notified state officials 
that it will withhold all film deliv- 
eries to theatres unless “consider- 
able relief’ is granted soon. Or- 
ganization. which has been cam- 
paigning for a cut in the impost 
for over a year, contends that the 
bite’ must be softened if its mem- 
bers are to stay in business. 

With a new tax bill now before 
the lawmakers, the distributors’ 
association apparently feels that 
now is the time to make a deter- 
mined fight to win a lower admish 
levy. In the event the groun’s 
ultimatum is carried out, all the- 
atres in the country would be 
forced to elose. Because the dis- 
tribs say not only would they re- 
fuse to service houses with Amer- 
ican films but theatres would be 
denied use of pictures of any na- 
tionality. 

Meanwhile, the distribs have in- 
formed reps of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America in Paris as to 
their decision and are seeking 
MPAA support. Previously, the 
MPAA also registered a strong 
protest to the Greek government 
that if the tax wasn't reduced. its 
members would stop sending films 
Thus, the industry is 
linked in virtually a united stand 








Government, incidentally, has 
repeatedly promised both Greek 
distribs as well as the MPAA that 


it would grant a small cut in the’ 


but so far nothing has mate- 
to lighten. the burden. 


tax 


exhibitors and_ distributors 
claim they’re left with practically 


at the Honolulu showhouse, one of | nothing after deducting expenses 


| since prices at 


first-run theatres 
are only 10 drachma (30c). It’s 
pointed out that it would be im- 
practical to raise scales since qrost 
filmgoers cannot afford to pay @ 
higher tariff. 


Bogdadi Act For Vegas 


London, June 1}. 

Finishing its four weeks at the 
London Savoy hotel, the Sensation- 
al Bogdadi play one week at the 
Casino Municipal, Evian, France, 
to be followed by two weeks at 
l'Exposition Hospes in Berne. 

Act then sails on June 24 for 
America, and opens at the Desert 
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Allied Artists” ¢ “with John “Huston and its impending deals 
with Billy Wilder vom Wyler are merely the first steps in a 
general movement to eliminate most of its low-budget films and in- 
crease its “A” -All “B” pictures with the exception of four 
Bowery Boys” and two in the “Bomba” series will be dropped. In- 
stead of films — eted at $125,000 or under, the coming -schedule 
calls for’ 12 pix: budgets ranging from $200,000 to $300,000. In 
addition, there*will be-six films in the $300,000 to $350,000 range. Still 
another category includes two productions a year costing from $700,000 
to $300,000. First is “Black Prince,” produced under a collaboration 
deal with’ 20th-Fox whereby the latter gets the foreign release and 
AA the western hemisphere market. Deals with Huston, Wilder and 
Wyler call for four films, either completed or in work by this time 
next year. These will be “A” productions, designed to launch AA 
into competition with-the major studios for top playing time. ; 





Editorial comment in the London Sunday Times suggests that the 
news that three-dimensional films have had their day will be greeted 
throughout Britain with a non-stereophonic sigh of relief. Ever since 
the first. animated actor crossed the screen, certain producers have 
chased box office receipts with one catch-penny trick after another. 
After commenting on the threatened introduction of “smellies” and 
the “touchies,” the paper suggests that the public can now look for- 
ward to years of cinemagoing without the aid of spectacles and “con- 
fident that we can ask the lady in front to remove her orchidaceous 
hat without suffering the embarrassment of discovering that she is 





actually in the film.” 





Memories of a bygone era are 


prevalent on the “Destry” set at 


Universal-International where members of the second generation are 


carrying on. ! 
father who is directing the picture. 


Franklyn Farnum, are playing minor roles. 
Lockwood Jr., sons of former stars, appear as ranchers. 


George Marshall III, is a dialog director. working for his 


Geraldine Farnum and her father, 
Alan Hale Jr., and Harold 
Working as 


makeup men are Bob Dawn, son of Jack Dawn, and Monty Westmore, 
a scion of the noted: cosmetician family. 





Blanchester and Loveland are the latest cities in Ohio to repeal 
their 3% local amusement tax: E 





spectator with a back-of-the-room 
seat, of an s.r.0. position in an 
aisle, sees only the rear of the wit- 
mess’ head and catches ‘only the 
remotest view of the faces of the 
principais, in sharp contrast to the 
tv viewer with his close-up per- 
spective, But the visitor to the 
Caucus room does come away with 
a first hand knowledge of the 
smoothness and efficiency with 
which this latter day wonder, tele- 
vision, is operating to bring the 
Story to an estimated 20,000,000 
persons. 

There’s no question that the 
bright lights of tv and the even 
brighter ones of the newsreel cam- 
eras add to the Big Show feeling 
one gets. Wonder of it all is that 
there’s no confusion im the opera- 
tion of the many component parts 
which make up the end result of 
the picture on the tv screen. And, 
considering the unprecedented ex- 
tent of the coverage, the overall 
cost in terms of manpower is an 
economical one. Compared to the 
average of 70 reporters who daily 
line the press tables to bring the 
story to the nations newspapers, 
the nine tv staffers who blanket 
the country with their know-how, 
make up a small, tight-knit and 
efficient erew. This does not in- 
clude the few web newsmen who 
regularly cover in the hearing 
room, nor the technical staff of 3 
which operates from the sound 
truck outside the Senate Office 
Building. Nor, of course, does it 
include the news commentators, 
editors, and technicians who oper- 
ate from the tv studios to coordi- 
nate and interpret the production. 
On the other hand, the 70 report- 
ers are backed up by staffs of edi- 
tors, printers and technicians in 
their oww shops as well. “ 


Actually, three ABC cameras 
cover the hearings daily for the 
tv pool, with four additional cam- 
eras grinding out footage inde- 
pendently for vidpix companies. 
Two of the ~-pool cameras are 
mounted on a high ramp, overlook- | 
ing the entire room, a precedent 
breaking privilege for Congres- 
sional hearings. Another is per- 
manently placed behind the com- 
mittee table to concentrate on the 
Witness. The camera technique is 
the responsibility of the individu- 
al operator, who has acquired vis- 
ible skill in stery telling during 
the weeks of the hearings. This is 
in contrast to the wire service still 
lensers, who work in teams of two, 
dividing the committee in half, | 
and assigning constant - vigil over | 
Senator McCarthy to one maf and | 
Coverage of the witness to another. | 
_ Phe tv and radio equipment must | 
impress the visitor with its intri- | 
cate and seemingly endless uaeup | 
Ol gadgets and mikes, Physical lay- | 
©ul *represents the ultimate in| 
present day technical planning and 

nhow-how, A multiple system of | 








mikes carries the sound to three 

‘Cs, Which feeds the audio to | 
ae radio and tv. A pool audio’ 
“P Is in charge of the ty feed, ! 


m 
both 


McCarthy Video Experts 


Continued from page 2 





with Leroy (Rip) Van Winkle, of 
ABC, coordinating sound for all 
media. This marks an improvement 
over sound operation in the past, 
when the voices were lifted from 
the p.a. system, with sometimes 
muffed results. The combo of 
mikes, mixers, cameras, earphones, 
wires, and lights gives the room 
an appearance of a laboratory. As 
one spectator commented, “It looks 
like a scene from another planet.” 


Adding to the overall feeling of 
excitement and planned confusion 
is the constant in-and-out activity 
of the tv couriers, perhaps the 
most colorful figures in the color- 
ful proceedings. Dressed in uni- 
forms carefully planned and. pick- 
ed by this small and select corps 
of messengers, these motorcycle 
couriers resemble storm troopers, 
with their heavy goggles, peaked 
leather caps, black leather jackets 
and mysterious looking dispatch 
cases strapped over their shoul- 
ders. their unique appearance in- 
spired one news reporter to write 
that they are “more picturesque 
than the Senators and witnesses.” 
Actually, to a regular frequenter 
of the hearings, they’re an accept- 
ed and integral part of the tv cov- 
erage. 

The tv crew operate so routinely 
and efficiently that spectators 
soon. forget their presénce. But 
the press table is ever aware of 


the reporters started covering the 
hearings with advance warnings by 
editors that their every word 
would be checked up by tv view- 
ers who would be seeing the action 
simultaneously with them. In fact, 
most of the scribes “know that 
these same editors are double 
checking them via tv receivers 
strategically placed in city rooms. 











Native Vs. 
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the world, if only they produced 
good pictures. 

Now that vaudeville turns are 
obligatory in the majority of down- 
town houses, exhibitors are taking 
a bigger beating than ever when 
using Argentine features. If they 
have an outstanding American film 
on the screen they find patrons 
willing to pay the 16c surcharge 
for the vaudeville, but not when an 
Argentine film is showing. 

American distributors recently 
had a confab with exhibitors, 
claiming a participation in the 
vaudeville surcharge, on the 
grounds that their pictures are 
the main attraction and should par- 
ticipate 100° in all 
scales. However, the exhibitors 
countered that the -entire sur- 
charge is paid out to the talent. 
Separately, SADAIC (local Ascap) 
is now claiming a_3° cut and the 
Authors’ Society (Argentores) an- 
other split in the case of recitalists 











or thespians, , : 


DON WINCLAIR’S SERVICE 


Opens General Sound Studies as 
G.I. Bill Peters. - 

Don Winclair and Roy Bennett 
have established ‘General Sound; 
Studios in midtown Manhattan to 
operate a recording;. mixing; dub- 
bing, transfer service. * Winclair 
previously operatéd a school in 
motion picture production tech- 
niques in Brooklyn but with the 
tuition high end of the G.I. bill 
made the overhead too heavy. 
Equipment used in the school is 
now incorporated in the new serv- 
ice. : 

Winclair before the war did a 
vaudeville adagio act throughout 
Europe for 11 years but drew the 
attention of Nazis in Berlin and 
returned to his native U.S.A, 


Top German Army 
~ Book to Be Pic 


Munich, June 1. 

A German bestselling novel, sim- 
ilar in its barracks theme te “From 
Here to Eternity’ (Col), will be 
lensed this summer by Gloria 
Films, local firm. Titled “0815,” it 
was written by a local film critic, 
Hans Helmut Kirst. it sold close 
to 100,000 copies in April and May. 

A former non-com and officer 
with twelve years of professional 
service in Hitler’s army, Kirst was 
violently attacked by the various 
tradition-minded veteran groups 
for “smearing the Wehrmacht” and 
singled out by one of Dr. Konrad 
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Solid Yank, Brit. Films Producing 
Aussie Peak B.0. Year Ending June 30 





Brisson Says Exhibs 
Await Standardization 


Hollywood, June 8. 


Exhibitors are willing to invest 
in the new-dimension screen and 
projection equipment, but they 
want to be sure these inventions 
are here to stay, according to Fred- 
erick Brisson, in town to prepare 
“Girl Rush” for filming. 

“Like all good business men,” he 
said, “they know that you have to 
spend money to make money. They 
aiso like to feel that their invest- 
ments are not being poured inte 
novelties that can become obsolete 
overnight. There will be rejoicing 
among theatre operators when the 
industry standardizes to an extent 
that will permit exhibs to invest 
in new equipment with a reason- 
able assurance that it’s here to stay 
—for a whiie, at least.” 


Pola-Lites 3-D 
Pitch Continues 


Continuing its efforts to renew 
industry interest in 3-D, the Pola- 
Lite Co., manufacturers of a single- 
track 3-D projection system, has 








Adenauer’s cabinet ministers, Franz 
Joseph Strauss, for his attitude in |} 
the last days of the war. The story | 
kept the headlines for weeks, with | 
charges, denials and  counter- 
charges. As it turned cut, Kirst 
and Strauss, both first lieutenants 


last fortnight before VE day. 

The hassle between the high 
government official and the author 
has, however, quite a different 


in 1945, met and hassled in the! 
ito sales chief Al O'Keefe, Pola-| 
| Lite single-track units will be sold | 


concluded a servicing deal with 
Altec Service Corp. and RCA Serv- 
ice Co. Under the agreement, the 
two technical firms will supervise 
the installation of the Pola-Lite 
units. 


* Sydney, June 1. 


As the end of the Aussie finan- 
cial year looms (June 30), a 
checkup shows that the Australian 
film industry will record its great- 
est boxoffice year, brought about, 
according to circuit leaders and 
independent exhibitors, by the 
solid product from both American 
and British producers. The box- 
office upbeat covers coast-to-coast 
territory—keys, nabes and coun- 
try spots. 

Amazing factor of the upbeat is 
that 2-D, devoid of fancy techni- 
cal gadgets has pulled standout 
trade in all sectors. According to 
industry moguls, this stems from 
the stronger stories in the new 
screen vehicles. Yarns patterned 
for the masses have paid off. 

Boxoffice toppers in period now 
nearing its close include “Here to 
Eternity” (Col), “Glenn Miller 
Story” (U), “Moon Is Blue” (UA), 
“Malta Story” (Rank), “All 
Brothers Were Valiant” (M-G), 


(Rank), “Genevieve” 
“Little Boy Lost” 
Should Happen to You” (Col), 
“Band Wagon” (‘(M-G}, “Shane” 
(Par) and “Million Pound Note” 
(Rank). Biz topper of all te 
Royal pictures was Rank'’s “A 
Queen Is Crowned.” 

Initial C-Scope pix, “The Robe” 
(20th) and “How to Marry Mil- 
lionaire” (20th), got away in ter- 
rific b.o. with the former running 
17 weeks in Sydney and setting 
new highs from coast-to-coast. Sub- 
sequent C-Scopers, “King Khyber 
Rifles” (20th), “Knights Round 
Table” (M-G) and “Hell, High 
Water” (20th), were not so power- 
ful. Insiders claim the publie 


(Par), “It 





Under this new policy, according 


for $150 completely installed to the- 
atre projection machines by either | 





background. Strauss felt’ that 
Kirst’s book, a farce about. the 
Prussian army drill, barracks life, 
etc., could put a damper on the 
not-too-enthusiastic German youth 
shortly to be enrolled under the 








European Defense System. Other 
government. officials pointedly 
called the Kirst-Strauss feud “a 
private affair’ and Bonn officially 
remained mum. 


NOW A STUFFED PARROT 
SUES FOR DAMAGES 


Milwaukee, June 8. 





Another top German writer, | 
Ernst von Salomon, is slated te) 
collaborate on the screenplay, with | 
Paul May directing. 


TUSHINSKY LENS KIT | 
MAKES 7 LENSES OF 1 


Hollywood, June 8. | 





of primary projection lens modi- | 





to 2-to-1. Announcement of the) 


,new kit was inade during a dem- | 


onstration of their SuperScope , 
lenses. 
With this kit, Joseph Tushinsky | 
said, an exhibitor will be able to'! 
modify one prime lens into seven | 
different focal lengths without loss | 
of quality or light. He added that 
SuperScope has developed an all- 
purpose anamorphic print that can 
be shown through his projection 
lenses at any ratio between 1,66 
/and 2-to-1 without distortion. 








Michener’s ‘Sail’ And 
Holt’s ‘Horn’ for Hecht 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Hecht-Lancaster Productions has | 


1955 schedule as a.starrer for Burt | 
Lancaster. Picture, based on the! 
James A. Michener novel will be | 
filmed on location in New Zealand. 

Company’s; 1954, ipragram calls — 
for late ‘Felix ‘Holt’s “Gabrie? 
Horn,” ‘starting Aug. 15 with Lan- 
caster doubling’ ‘as director and 
star, and ‘“Marty,”’ rolling Sept. 15. | 





Arg. Compensation Set: | 





admission | 


Argentine compensation deal in-! 
volving between $1,500,000 and 
| $2,000,000 of frozen U. S. film coia | 
| has been set and finalized. 

Robert Corkery, Motion Picture 

Export Assn. rep for Latin Amer- 
|ica, returned to N. Y. last. week | 
;from Buenos Aires after nego. | 
tiating the arrangements. Latter 
‘involve the sale of scrap iron. 


| McMahon sold his 300 shares of 


A parrot, now dead, used when, 
alive in promoting “Isle of De-/| 
sire,” in August, 1952, at the Pal-| 
ace theatre is exhibit A (stuffed) ) 
in a $500 damage suit against Fox 
Palace Corp., pending in Milwau-} 
kee’s Civil court. 

The deceased bird, known to in-| 
timates as “Buddy,” according to} 
the complaint of owner Jacob} 
Pfeifer, inhaled air conditioned 


toil in a cage in front of the Pal- | 
ace, caught cold and died. Civil; 


erators declaring no liability. 
Seems the parrot encountered | 
the air conditioned temperature | 
when swished by an usher from |} 
Palace front, to theatre basement 
for a good night’s rest. Buddy, the 
parrot worked just one day and 
found show business too rough. 


‘Insider’ Stock Deals 


Washington, June 8. 


Major motion picture’ stock! 
transaction reported in the current) 
monthly report of the Securities 
& Exchange Commission on “in-| 
sider” transactions, is the 227,300) 
shares of RKO Pix common Lean 
chased by Atlas Corp., to increase | 








port is for the monthly period 
April 11 to May 10. 

The drive of Atlas Corp. to take 
over the RKO parent company be- 
came public recently. 

Dudley G. Layman, member of 
the board of RKO Theatres Corp., 
purchased 5,000 shares of the cir- 
cuit’s common stock last month, 
and now owns 18,000. Joseph E. 


Republic Pictures preferred. He 
no longer owns any part of the 


can't be sold on sound and wide- 
screen alone. 
Plush Gate for British Pix 
British pix are enjoying plush 
trade all over this sector. Top 


,Altec or RCA engineers. Exhibs | Product includes “Cruel Sea” 
| purchasing the Pola-Lite units are | ‘ Rank!, “Genevieve (Rank’, 
‘required to use 6,000 Pola-Lite| “Captain's Paradise” (London), 
\glasses over a one-year period. | “Million Pound Note” (Rank), 


|“Malta Story” (Rank? and “Man 


Between {London?. 


Spicy French pix are high in 


the big coin Down-Under. Socko 
hits include “La Ronde.” “Seven 
Deadly Sins”; “Adorable Crea- 
tures” and “One Summer of 
“Happiness.” Although previously 
geared into for intimate arty 
houses, foreign fare now is find- 
ing added outlet in class subur- 
ban and country spots. Principal 
distributors presently are Robert 
Kapferer, Peter Dawson and 
Frank Sellick. Dawson operates 
the Savoy theatres in Sydney and 
Melbourne. 

Both Norman B. Rydge. topper 
of Greater Union Theatres, pres- 


Joseph and Irving Tushinsky are | palace theatre air following adays’|ently in the U. S., and Ernest 
| putting on the market a special kit “ 


Turnbull, chief of the Hoyts’ cir- 
cuit predicted at the start of the 


fiers capable of anamorphic pro-| Judge John H. Wessel has thie case | year that booming biz would result 


| jection ranging from 1.66-to-1 up| ris i Palace = 
the tv camera's accuracy.~Most of | under advisement, with Palace op- | from 


the solid product coming 
from both Hollywood and London. 


OPPOSES PEPE RUIZ 
IN CARTOONISTS GUILD 


Challenge to the 10-year reign 
of Pepe Ruiz as the full-time paid 
business manager of the Screen 
Cartoonists Guild, Local 841, 
IATSE, is shaping up. In elec- 
tions slated for June 9, Ruiz will 
be challenged by John J. Genitil- 
ella, an animator for Famous Stu- 
dios. Local 841 represents some 
300 film cartoonists in the east who 
work on theatrical, commercial and 
tv films. 

Union is currently negotiating 
with the animation studios for a 





placed “Until They Sail” on its | its holdings to 884,900 shares. Re-| new contract, the principal nego- 


tiating point revolving around the 
establishment of an employer-fi- 
nanced welfare fund. 


Kaufman, Schwartz Plan 
Six More Pix in Year 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Joseph Kaufman and_ Fred 
Schwartz, whose “Long John Sil- 
ver’ is currently in production in 
Australia, have agreed to extend 








company. 


their partnership with a program 


John B. Bertero bought 1,000, of six features in the next 12 


ishares of National Theatres com- 
holding to! 


increasing his 
Alan. May acquired his first 


mon, 
2,700. 


months. 
First of the six, to be filmed 
with name stars undér_ participa- 


300 shares of National Theatres.) tion deals, will be “Singapore.” It 


Donald S. Stralem added 400 
shares of Columbia Pictures com- 


jmon; he now has 1,000, 


will be made in CinemaScope and 
Technicolor with Byron Haskin di- 
jrecting. 


“Road to Bali” (Par), “Cruel Sea” - 
(Rank),~ 
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SMASH TWO-CITY PRE-RELEASE 
OPENINGS IN. LOS ANGELES 
AND SAN FRANCISCO. 























GREAT PRODUCTIONS 


THE HIGH AND THE MIGHTY is highly 
entertaining, widely appealing and hand- 
somely mounted—high, wide and handsome 
in every sense of the word. This is one of the 
great pictures of our time. Played with fast 
pace, steadily mounting suspense, it con- 
tains every successful dramatic ingredient— 
from uproarious farce to literate tragedy. 
It combines physical thrills, tender passion 
and hard-boiled realism to make a picture 
that will appeal to everyone. 

With this production, the young Wayne- 
Fellows company leaps to the front ranks 
of producing organizations. But the achieve- 
ment is more important than that. ‘‘The High 


ee eee 


and the Mighty" will benefit not only Wayne- 
Fellows, who made it, and Warners, who 
distributes it; its benefits will be felt by the 
entire motion picture industry — including 
every exhibitor. For this is one of those 
films that the screen cannot live without. 
It will satisfy millions and it will be widely 
talked about. Beautifully photographed in 
WarnerColor and using the breadth of 
CinemaScope with sure and skillful dra- 
matic effect, it gives the public something 
it cannot get on television. It makes a trip 
to the movies a big event for any family 
and it restores to the screen a place of 
importance in our national experience. 





ROBERT 


‘Ne: eS] win 





* FOR WARNER BROS: 
BIG PRESENTATION 


‘THE HIGH AND THE MIGHTY” 
RANKS WITH ALL-TIME 
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Clips From Film- Row 





NEW YORK 


Jack Ellis and George _Chasanas 
picked up U. S. distribution rights 
to “The Temptress,” an_ Italian- 
made film starring Michel Simon, 
Michel Aucleair and Maria Ferrero. 

L. P., Dudley, of England, holder 
of patents on numerous 3-D proc- 
esses, joined Three D Films, Inc., 

Y. firm doing stereo research 
and electronics. : 

Motion Picture Industry Credit 
Group held special session on city 
sales tax, with discussion headed 
by Morris Weiner and Max Brofman 
of City Bureau of Excise Taxes. 


LOS ANGELES 


George Bagnall & Assoc. rear- 
Fanges its sales setup, with Mar- 
vin Briggs representing the dis- 
tributing firm in territory ‘south 
of Fresno and San Luis Obispo, 
and Irving Levin covering terri- 
tory north of those towns. 

Bob Helm, manager of the 
United Artists in San Jose, trans- 
ferred to the U. A. Theatre in 
downtown Los Angeles; John Wyatt 
succeeded him in San Jose. 

Lippert Pictures closed deal to 
handle distribution of Bartlett- 
Lyon indie production, “Silent 
Raiders,” originally titled “The 
Dieppe Raid.” 


Allied Artists will distribute 
Abtcon Pictures’ science-fiction 
feature, “Target Earth,” to be 


produced by Herman Cohen. 


CHICAGO 


Lou Abramson, Illinois Allied 
secretary, vacationing in California 
with wife. 

Pre-trial of Essaness Theatres 
ease skedded by Judge William 
Cambell for Thursday (10) in Fed- 
eral District Court. 

Charles Teitel planning to reis- 
gue a series of Joseph Burstyn pix 


this summer, including “Open /| ton. Houston salesman, succeeds 
City.” “Bicycle Thief.” “Male! Desch as sales manager. ; 
Brute.” “Tomorrow Is Too Late” Leon Bernstein of Trail Drive-| 


and “Little Fugitive.” 

Balaban & Katz annual golf tour- 
ney set for Nordic Hills Country 
Club July 27. 

Walter Heller Co.. film finan- 


dependent World grabbed it on 
competitive bids, winning out over 
big _circuit’s 2,200-seater. Para- 
mount. Same World Theatre had 
also landed “The Robe” on com- 
petitive bids. 

“French Line,” having its. first 
Twin Cities’ run in 100 Twin 
ozoners here, encountered cold 
and rain opening nights and suf- 
fered accordingly. It is first im- 
portant pic ever to debut in a 
Minneapolis or St. Paul drive- 
in. 

Three more new drive-ins at In- 
ternational Falls, Minn., and Phil- 
lips and Ashland, Wis., opened in 
this territory. 


DALLAS 


Paul Swater arrived here to as- 
sume new duties as managing di- 
rector of Melba Theatre which is 
being converted to Cinerama. For 
20 years he was with Loew’s Inc., 
and more recently managing direc- 
tor of the B. S. Moss Ritz Theatre, 
Hollywood, Fla. : 

Matinee cinema prices at major 
downtown theatres in Houston to 
be extended to 6 p.m. for conveni- 
ence of office workers and store 
personnel, it was announced joint- 
ly by Al Lever, city manager for 
Interstate and Homer McCallon, 
manager of Loew’s State. Houses 
include the Metropolitan, Majestic 
and Kirby of Interstate, and 
Loew's State. 

The New Horn Drive-In opened 
by N. H. Herner at Waller. 

The Mustang ozoner opened at 
Madisonville by Mr. and Mrs. C. 
W. Matson. ° 


ichange here to become field rep 
for Buena Vista Films Distributing 
'Co., which handles Disney product. 
He will cover Dallas, Oklahoma 
City, Memphis, Kansas City and 
St. Louis exchange areas. Jack Wal- 


In named in $3,000 damage suit by 
Junius B. Stevens, charging. false 





} and accused of taking a car speak- 


'er from the ozoner. Following this, | 


Douglas Desch left RKO ex-| 


TOA to Hear Re 
Schwartz Films 


Formation of a new distribution 
setup to handle the pictures parti- 
ally financed by a group headed 
by Fred Schwartz, Century circuit 
topper, is expected to be revealed 
at the Theatre Owners of Ameri- 
ca board meeting in Los Angeles 
on June 17. “We’ve been thinking 
about it and toying with the idea 
for some time,” said Schwartz in 
New York this week. “We expect to 
have all details completed by the 
time the TOA board meets and it’s 
90% certain that we’ll be able to 
make our announcement at that 
time. It will be exciting news for 
the trade.” 

Schwartz is expected to extend 
his partnership arrangement with 
producer Joseph Kaufman into a 
full-scale organization with a goal 
of six more pictures in the next 
year. They teamed originally in 
Treasure Island Productions, un- 
der whose banner “Long John 
Silver” is currently filming in Au- 
stralia. Project also invoives a co- 
production deal with Australian 
investors. 

Kaufman was in New York last 
week to complete banking arrange- 
ments for the new pix. He said he 
planned to film another one in 
Australia and had one ready to 
roll in Hollywood. Kaufman and 
Schwartz plan to concentrate on 
top properties and will offer par- 
ticipation deals to top name stars. 
| Kaufman said director Byron Has- 
|kin, writer Martin Rackin and 
lactor Robert Newton, all associat- 
ed with “Silver,” will be involved 
in some of the other projects. 
First of ‘the new pix planned will 
probably be “Singapore,” a Tech- 
nicolor-CinemaScope drama scrip- 
ted by Rackin and directed by 
Haskins. 

After stopping over on the Coast 
‘for a short visit, Kaufman heads 
| for Sydney, Australia to wind up 
| “Silver.” He said. he expected to 





three or four months. “Silver,” he 
said, would be ready for world- 


Amusement Stock Quotations 
: (N.Y. Stock Exchange) . 
For Week Ending Tuesday (8) up 
1954 Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
High Low in 1003 High Low Close for week 
17% 144% Am Br-Par Th 133 16 15144 i3% -— % 
59 4154 CBS, “A” 60 57% 53% 53% —3% 
£344 41% CBS, “B” ...° 21 571% 53% 53% —3%4 
25% 1934 Col. Pic. 123 24% 2314 2344 —1% 
103% 9% Decca....... 159 10% 9% %% —*% 
63% 4634 . Eastman Kdk. 120 6034 58% 5812 —1 
1534 13% Loew’st . 178 15% 14% 14% — %& 
13g 6% Nat. Thea. .. 254 1% 654 6% —% 
2°54 26% Paramount .. 147 32% 31% 31%4 —% 
$456 au Philco ..... - 104 33% 32 32% —1 
2854 22144 RCA.....:<.. 573 2738 26 261% —114%4 
614 2% RKO Picts. .. 139 6% 61% 6“ — 
634 414 RKO Thea. .. 326 63% 638 6144 + \% 
4% 3 Republic .... 305 4% 438 4% + \% 
12% 10% Ren, pid... 19 12% 1% 1% j—% 
17% 11% Stanley War.. 175 17 163% 1634 — \& 
2214 1834 20th-Fox .... 127 201% 18% 18% —1% 
23% 1814 Univ. Pix. ... 71 2234 21% 224% —% 
703%4 6334 Univ., pfd.... 120 70 6912 70 — % 
1644 1356 Warner Bros. 41 1558 15% 15% — ¥% 
7354 63% Zenith ...... 39 6712 64 64 —— 3 
American Stock Exchange 
6 35@ Allied Artists 19 438 414 414% a 
1134 9% DuMont.... 58 10 934 934 — % 
1414 11% Technicolor . 107 1214 11% 12% + % 
334 234 Trans-Lux .. 7 314 3144 314 — 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
Capitol Records ......... Vinscuckeceecas Fee 10 — & 
Chesapeake Industries .........-.e0e+0+2 2% 314% —%% 
eee. ORL sss cob a Sea eR wee beRes ; 1% 2% — %&% 
Cinerama Prod. ........ vanieaeteeieake « See 2% ‘—% 
Color Corp. of Amer. ............ es Seen % 1 — \% 
Mine Bee. oi. : .. fine ahs coal oeee oie ee 13% ‘iomils 
WE Sok Sas dow eee a Sr oadesee sae 41 +%, 
i eee » kin Ga: > erqradiny ance Get, 11% os 
Walt Disney .....:.... Vebbees< ahaa eae Seem 12% +% 
* Actual Volume. 
t Ex-dividend. 
(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
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| Hollywood”—and in‘ part to the 


'very definite resentment of things 
German which lingers in the U. S. 


arrest. Stevens had been arrested; remain Down Under for about |as an aftermath of the war period. 


| Latter is a fact which the Germans 
| prefer to ignore but which never- 


ciers, declared 30c dividend pay-| Stevens claims he has been humili- | wide release at Christmas time. It | theless exists. 


able June 30. 

Della Gallo, only -female film 
booker in Chi, now booking four 
additional theatres for Van Nomi- 
kos circuit bringing her total to 12. 


PITTSBURGH 


Leonard Winograd, Rochester 
theatre manager who was virtually 
born into the film business, quit- 
ting to study for the rabbinate. 

Don Beastor, associated with the 
Stanley Warner circuit at Greens- 
burg and Oil City, resigned. 


Art Cohen opened home appli- | 


ance shop right around corner 
from the Stanley, where he for- 
merly was an assistant manager. 

Richard Morgan, former local} 
AMPTO Allied secretary, is now 
affiliated with ABC Film Syndi- 
cation in N. Y. 

Another district house to bite 
the dust is Anthony Delisi’s Del- 
more in Avormore; closed down 
on June 1. 

Philip J. Doyle, stagehand for 
“Cinerama” at Warner, re-elected 
for his 26th vear as business agent 
and recording secretary of IATSE 
Local No. 3. 

Berlo Vending Co. landed con- 
cessions fer district’s newest and 
biggest drive-in. the 1,000-car 
Greater Pittsburgh on Route 22. 

_ Lawrence Katz, former projec- 
tionist here and now IA 
rep, recuperating from heart at- 
tack suffered there two weeks ago. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Coldest Mav in nine years, with | 


temperature dropping as low as 30 


at times and snow and rain much: 


in evidence. hes dealt a cruel b'ow 
to territory's drive-ins which, as a 
result, have been suffering their 
worst boxoffice slump during~the 
first two months t 


of the current 

season. 
Jack Cohen. one-time 20th-Fox 
salesman and later branch mana- | 
ger who resigned to launch his | 


own business six years ago, back 
with the company in 
Capacity. 

Three of city’s top nabe houses 
bringing back “Forever Amber” 
and joining in large newspaper ads 
which call it “new deluxe edition 
= ‘ first widescreen presenta- 
1on by special 20th-Fox arra 

by F nge- 
ment aoa. 

Helen Lammi joined Universal 
office staff as bililng clerk, sue- 


to devote herself to 

duties. 

“Student Prince’ goes into 
United Paramount’s Radio City 


here, but in St. Paul 600-seat in- 


district 


sales | 


,ated in his army career at Fort 
Bliss, by being called a “jailbird.” 


BCSTON 

Harry Niemye*r, Universal pub- | 
licist, in from Coast to take over | 
Don Morgan’s duties on filming of | 
'“Five Bridges To Cross” when lat- | 
|ter was rushed to Baker Memorial | 
| Hospital for emergency appendec- | 
;}tomv. Odd coincidence is that the} 
jeompany~ is currently filming /{ 
iscenes in the hospital where Mor- | 
i gan is recuperatiug. 





atre flack, now Buffalo fieldman 


; 


|is being shot in CinemaScope and 
| Eastman color. In addition, Kauf- 
man will ready a second negative 


fin 1:85 to 1. “We'll be able to) 


service any theatre in the world,” 
he said. 








| Solution, Lester thought, was 
|for the German producers to find 
la style in their stories rather than 
their techniques. “‘They. will have 
to start making pictures of our 
times instead. of costume dramas 
and musicals,” he observed. “The 
Germens still have a bad con- 
science. As ‘a result, they have 





Quantity---TOA 


avoided topi¢s that hit too close to 








standing from our suppliers, and 
we are convinced that once a closer 


producer and the exhibitor, we can 


Continued from page 3 jee 


home #7 any films that will remind 
'them of the Hitler period and 


| what followed.” But change is 





Al Margclian, former Astor The- | liaison is established between the | noted following, growing economic 


| stability. Couple .of war pix are 


for RKO, in town for _a few days) have a sober and sincere meeting | 20¥ coming along. One is Gloria 


ite pinch hit for Jee Longo, 
switched to Coast temporarily to 
aid campaign on “Pinocchio.” 


| Jack Hill replaced Jack McCar- | 


|thy on WB sales staff, with McCar- 
|thy resigning to enter insurance 
) biz. 

| Ken Mayer, former Universal 
| salesman, makes his bow as tv pro- 
|ducer June 21 when his Chevrolet 
|sponsored variety show preems 
ifrom Terrace Room of Hotel 
| Statler. 

| Metro exchange personnel feted 
Mrs. Elizabeth Dervin. who retired 
|} after 34 years as cashier and Miss 
| Enez Sauillario, who resigned fol- 
| lowing 10 years as head of contract 
| department. 








| REGINA, SASK. 


| George Kozoriz, of Canora, 
|Sask., purchased Roxy. Theatre 
there from C. Hochman and Dr. 
P. Kowalishin. Latter pair bought 
house in December, 1953, from the 
Regal Amus. Co. 

Latest theatre at Swift Current, 
Sask., is The Cinema, a $150,000 
house, owned and operated by 
Douglas Burke. 











Jersey City 


Continued from page 7 samme 








der a state statute and a local ordi- 
nance. The Hudson County grand 
jury, however, refused to hand 
down an indictment against the de- 
fendants under the state law. 
city, in the light of this, withdrew 
its complaint, 

But when the film was set for 
|the Jan. 6 opening, the city re- 


| fredonia to tfial in Magistrate’s 
|; Court. Latter upheld the ban and 
| imposed the $100 fine. An appeal 
from this resulted in Judge 





of the minds that will bring hope |... 


The 


| and prosperity to the industry.” 

| Reade indicated that some com- 
| panies have already expressed a 
| desire for across-the-table talks 
and others are expected to fall in 
| line. TOAers will be feted on the 
| Coast by Universal, which is hold- 
| ing a cocktail party at the studio 
| commissary on the eve of the open- 
| ing session. 

| Prior to the meetings, Reade, 
| general counsel Herman M. Levy 
|'and veepee Albert M. Pickus are 
| attending special confabs of TOA 
| units in Seattle, Portland, Ore., 
| and San Francisco. 


|| 20th Producing 


Continued from page 3 ee 




















a 
| finance indie units such as Powell 
| & Pressburger to do them. At the 
;moment, “That Lady” is Jensing 
independently under just such an 
arrangement with 20th. 

| Asked whether his leasing of 
| three houses in India indicated a 
|} new pattern of operation abroad, 
|Skouras denied this, commenting 
| that the theatre acquisitions in In- 
dia were conditioned by special cir- 
cumstances. 20th is also expand- 
ing its theatre holdings in South 
America. 

Skouras left N. Y. Monday (7) 
for the Coast where, with Al Licht 
man, director of sales, he will pre- 
view “The Egyptian’ and also see 
the .CinemaScope demonstration 
‘reel which currently runs around 
|90 minutes. Once they approve 
} the C’Scope preview pic, which in- 





ceeding Betty Toscar who resigned | worded its ordinance, barred the| corporates scenes from forthcom- 
materna] | Pic's showing and brought Man-| ing C’Scope productions and e¢ar-* 


|ries three kinds of sound, 20th in- 
tends to almost immediately set na- 
tionwide demonstrations for thea- 
tremen and the press. 


| Film’s “0850” which he likened to 
i“From Here to Eternity.” =" 

While in N, ¥., Lester is hud- 
dling with Munio Podhorzer who 
reps Carlton along with a number 
| of other important German produc- 
|tion, distribution, and export out- 
|fits in the U. S. The Carlton co- 
production with White, in which 
the latter will have a 25% stake, 
will be made in German and Eng- 
lish versions in Germany. Cam- 
eras should roll on it in Septem- 
ber. 

Lester, who’s an American who 
now makes his residence in Ger- 
many, said coproduction deals, 
while very desirable, presented 
certain problems as a result of the 
Germa: financing setup which is 
unique. In his own case, the Ger- 
man government office made aid 
contingent on a major American 
releasing deal prior even to the 
| making of the film. 

Lester explained that, under the 
| existing setup, the German gov- 
| ernment co-guaranteed as much as 
100% of the cost of a film follow- 
ing script approval. These guaran- 
tees, however, go to the distribut- 
ing outfits and. as a rule cover a 
package of eight pix to reduce the 
risk. The distribs in turn “hand 
out” production assignments to 
various producérs. Gimmick is that 
the producer can’t get his money 
back until the cost on all eight 
films has been recouped. 

Flaw In Plan 

That means that, if out of the 
eight two are good and the rest 
fail, the two must suffer since the 
losses will. balance the profits. 
While the producers participate 
only after costs are returned, dis- 
tribs are liable for losses and must 
‘share in them if they’re in an eco- 
nomic position to de so. 

This kind of setup obviously is 
no good for coproduction since the 


























Germans Daydream of U. S. 
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American partner. won’t agree to 
a deal under which his take is de- 
pendent on the profits or losses of 
other pix. Lester said that under 
his deal with White, all the income 
from the western hemisphere 
would go to the latter to cover his 
investment. There’ll be a 75-25 
split until all investments are 
covered. After that, White and 
Carlton prexy Guenther Stapen- 
horst share 50-50 in the returns. 

Carlton, which is also consider- 
ing CinemaScope, will coproduce a 
new version of “Die Fledermaus” 
(The Bat) with the British produc- 
tion team of Powell & Pressburger 
this fall, and Lester said consider- 
able German coproduction with 
French and Italian film outfits was 
being promoted. Carlton also is 
making “Cabaret” with Paul 
Henreid. 

Germans are beginning to shoot 
in. Eastmancolor which can now be 
processed locally, Lester said. He 


| held that no quota ‘was pending in 


Germany which is operating in a 
spirit of free enterprise. However, 
he reported, U. S. pix are losing 
ground in Germany because “the 
Germans like their own.” Occa- 
sional Hollywood productions, like 
“Eternity,” are big boxoffice. 











Doping Taste 
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exhibition as well as the produc- 
tion-distribution side. 

The public’s inditterence is per- 
haps pinpointed in the words of 
Bob Wile, executive secretary of 
tiie Independent Theatre Owners 
of Ohio. In a bulletin to members, 
Wile says: ‘We are sorry to report 
that a number of pictures for 
which everyone had high hopes are 
not doing business. ‘Night People,’ 
while an excellent picture from 
the point of view of entertainment, 
is just not drawing people in. Per- 
haps it is the title. ‘It Should Hap- 
pen to You,’ from Columbia, is 
also very entertaining but not do- 
ing the business it should, How- 
ever, Judy Holliday has not meant 
much at the boxoffice recently. 

“‘Executive Suite,’ with a cast 
of 10 stars, was to me an excellent 
piece of entertainment. However, 
the general public just cannot fol- 
low the details of selling stock 
short, earning reports, comptrol- 
ler’s charts, etc. On the other side, 
‘Saskatchewan’ has been doing 
exceedingly well and this is ap- 
parently the type of picture the 
public—with the possible excep- 
tion of the largest cities—wants to 
see. Neighborhood and smalltown 
theafres have reported good busi- 
ness on this one.” 
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Original sin...drawing them like a magnet...to this place...to each other! 















GARY SUSAN RICHARD. 


COOPER: HAYWARD-WIDMARK — 


TRESPASS INTO THE 


ne struck a match...and the 


light fell on Leah, to reveal her as she 
really was...so deceptively innocent, 
so inwardly bold...and then the ~~ | 
flame slowly flickered to mirror Fiske, ae | —— hokage ‘ 
the gambler, who was now — oe a 
playing for the highest 
stakes of all...the woman! 





This is i _ 
who tempted! 


oon t oe 








‘This is Fiske... 
20th Conan: Fox's S - Production Th 


who cheated! 


takes you beyond the treacherous torrents of Los Concheros... 
beyond the land of the Black Sand... with these three! 


Color by TECHNICOLOR Play it in GENUINE 












4-TRACK MAGNETIC 
on Hugh MARLOWE Cameron MITCHELL® viotMitiiéndora fg MOH-RORUTY DIRECTIONAL 


Produced by Directed by Screen Play by 


Charles BRACKETT-Henry HATHAWAY: Frank FENTON 


From a story by FRED FREIBERGER and WILLIAM TUNBERG 


Also available in 
1-TRACK HIGH-FIDELITY 
MAGNETIC SOUND 


* 
1-TRACK OPTICAL SOUND 


AVAILABLE FOR JULY 4:1! See Your 20h Century-Fox Branch Manager Now! 


















18 PICTURES 


VARIETY 








Hollywood, June 8. 
Eve Miller, former 


Briefs From the Lots 


International to script “Away All 


Warner | Boats,’. which Howard Christie will 


produce . . . Gotham legit thesps 


vn Monroe’s pal in “There’s No| Jacques Aubuchon, David Stewart, 


Ben Mt set by 20th-Fox for Mari- 


usiness Like Show Business” .. . 
“Beauties of the Night,” French 
film to be released in U. S. handed 
“B” rating by Legion... 
Bartlett tabbed “Unchained” 
third indie with cast headed by 
Elroy Hirsch and Todd Duncan... 
Ted Sherdeman signed by Univer- 
sal-International to script “Away 
All Boats,” Kenneth Dodson war 
novel . . .. George Raft pacted by 


Hall | 
as | 


20th-Fox for one of “Black Widow” | 


top roles . . . Universal-Interna- 


tional added Lord Byron’s poem, | 
“The Island,” to summer shooting | 


sked with producer chore for Al- 
bert J. Cohen. 


Dana Andrews, 
indie unit, has purchased 


planning own 
“The 


Herbert Rudley, E. G. Marshall, 
Mort Marshall, and Joe Wiseman 
inked by Warners for “The Silver 
Chalice” ... Peter Viertel arrived 
from Europe to screenplay Frank 
Harris’ novel, “Reminiscences of a 
Cowboy,” which Jerry Wald will 
produce at Columbia ... Frank 
Wilcox sét for featured role in 
“Abbott & Costello Meet the Key- 
stone Kops” at Universal-Interna- 
tional. 

Anne Baxter copped star role 
with Charlton Heston and Yul 
Brynner in Cecil B.-DeMille’s “The 
10 Commandments” ... Charles 


| Vanel, Brigitte Auber into Para- 


Builder Uppers” and has Norman | 
Corwin scripting ... Norman Dem- | 


ing en route to Dublin to replace 
the ailing Sergei Petschnikoff, as 
unit manager on U-I’s “Captain 
Lightfoot” . Elizabeth Seller, 
English thesp, draws featured role 
in 20th-Fox’s “Desiree” .. . Barry 
Jones cast in featured role in 
Metro’s “The Glass Slipper”... 
Frank Bege'man set to replace the 
late James Martin, as studio man- 
ager of Columbia’s Sunset Studio. 
... Merry Anders, who exited 20th- 
Fox. signed by Columbia for stint 
in “Phffft’ . . . Eduardo Noreiga 


% cast in Pine-Thomas’ “Love | 


s A Weapon”... Lee J. Cobb and 

Joanne Dru signed for co-star roles 
in “Day of Triumph,” religious 
full-length feature te be produced 
by Century Films. 

Lester Sansom, Allied Artists 
editorial dept topper, finalized 
arrangements with Armed Forces 
for filming “Battle Star” and “The 
Annapohs Story” . 
International is bringing in two 
additional cameramen for June 
filming sked. Reggie Lanning from 
Republic and Harold Lipstein .. . 


. . Universal-| 


Curtis Bernhardt assigned megging | 


chores on Metro's 
Melody” . 


“Interrupted 
. Universal - Interna- 


tional has acquired screen rights ' 


to “The Third Girl from the Right” 
scripted by Eddie Buzzell who will 
direct with Sam Marx producing. 
; Jan Merlin into Universal- 
International's “Five Bridges to 
Cross’. 
for featured role in Warner’s “East 
of Eden”... Richard Deacon joins 


. Albert Dekker signed | 


Filmakers’ “‘Private Hell 36” cast. | 
. . . Hall Bartlett set Elroy Hirsch | 


and Todd Duncan for two top roles 
in his indie, “Unchained.” 

George Ross signed by Warners 
for thesp and technical adviser on 
“Drumbeat” . . Alhed Artists’ 
“Stranger In Town” retitled “The 
Ghost of O'Leary” ... Ralph 
Axness snagged role in “Love Is a 
Weapon” at Paramount ... Maria 
Zanoli set for role in Warners 
“Helen of Troy” . 
signed Crane Wilbur to screenplay 
“Women’s Prison,” which Foy will 


. .- Bryan Foy | 


produce for Columbia release .. .| 


Peggy Ann Garner set to replace 
ailing Maggie McNamara in 20th- 
Fox's “Black-Widow” . . . Edward 
Small’s “Case File: FBI’ now 
tagged “‘Down Three Dark Streets.” 
. . . Gary Merrill pacted for star 
spot in “The Police Story,” pro- 
duced by Hayes Goetz... Richard 
Cutting inked by Warners to essay 
role of a colonel] in “Drum Beat.” 
... Touch Conners set for second 


lead in Century Films “Day of 
Triumph.” 

Eddie Kafafian signed by pro- 
ducer-director Wyott Ordung for 
top featured role in “Walk the! 


Dark Street,” formerly tagged “The 


Sporting Game” Fred Mac-. 
Murray pacted by Pine-Thomas for 
Lewis role in their Lewis & Clark 
epic, “Blue Horizon” ... Bill, 
Phipps and Gordon Jones join | 
cast of Universal-International’s 
“Smoke Signal” . . Jay Dratler 
signed to screenplay “The Des- ' 


perate Hours” for William Wyler 


at Paramount Jan Arvan 
snagged role in Warners “The 
Silver Chr'ice” ... “The Detec- 
tive.” scripted by Philip Yordan, 
will be Russfield’s first production 


for United Artists ... John Huston 
has pacted Robert Morley and Leo 
Genn for “Moby Dick” ... John 
Lund inked by Universal-lInterna- 
tional for top role in “Chief Crazy 
Horse” .. . Russ Tamblyn assigned 


featured role in Metro’s “ i 
My Heart.” sa 
Curtis Bernhardt pacted by 


Metre to direct “Interupted Mel- 
ody,” 


re ae Director George Sherman will 
do thespstint in “Chief Crazy 
Horse,” which he is megging for 


Universal-International « 2 « SORRY 
Hausner inked by Collier Younes 
for “Private Hell 36”... Pat Law. 
less and Strother Martin join cast 
of Warners “Drumbeat” .. . Ted 
Sherdeman pacted by Universal- 


Marjorie aw ionic | 
dorie Lawrence biopic | tracks and Perspecta sound was 


| ‘technicolor’,” 


mount’s “To Catch A Thief” ... 
Hugh O'Brian signed by 20th-Fox 
for role of Mitzi Gaynor’s b.f. in 
“There’s No Business Like Show 
Business” ... Nick Dennis joins 
Warners ‘East of Eden” cast... 
Howard Welsch’s next indie, “Por- 
tifino.”” underwent title change to 
“Lady From Chicago” . .. Harry 
Horner set by Hali Bartlett to di- 
rect indie “Unchained”. . 
Bond set for top featured spot in 
William E. Selwyn’s “The Bob 
Mathias Story” ... Charies Bick- 
ford snagged top role of Dr. Run- 
kieman in Stanley Kramer's up- 


coming”Not As a Stranger” 
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transfer imbibition process was the 
only one used by the Technicolor 
Company and became known as the 
‘technicolor’ process. With recent 
introduction of the Eastman nega- 
tive-positive process, used by com- 
peting laboratories, the Technicol- 


or Corporation has switched to it | 
for many pictures but still con- | 
tinues to use the ‘Technicolor’ title | 


in these cases. 


“Preducers selecting color proc- 
esses for new pictures have been 
duped when they saw what was 
actually Eastman color described 
as ‘technicolor,’ thereby confusing 
it with the dye transfer imbition 
process known as_ technicolor, 
which they knew they could only 
get from Technicolor, Inc. 


a result were deprived of higher 


| quality motion picture films. 


“Other laboratories, such as) 
Pathe, were deprived of customers | 
who desired the Eastman process, | 


but who had been misled into be- | ate.” 


lieving that the Eastman process 


, is the technicolor process and ob-/| get off to a fast start. Three more 


tainable only from the Technicolor 
Company.” 

Background sheet provided by | 
Pathe explains that under Techni's | 
dye transfer imbibition process | 
three ‘red, green and blue) sepa- | 


rate negative strips are photo-/ ture to have played the house. In 


graphed. Print is made by a sep- | 


or. In the Eastman system one 


negative contains all three colors | 


and the print is obtained by direct | 
exposure of the negative on to col- 

lor positive film stock. Pathe al-| 
leges the Techni method is “unsuc- | 
cessful” for new film processes | 
such as CinemaScope, 

James L. Wolcott, Pathe exec 

v.p., said the pitch to the FTC 

“brings into the open for the first | 
time the battle of color which has | 
raged off-screen for more than a/ 
year. The Technicolor Corporation, 
losing ground with its 20-year-old 
dyed transfer imbibition process to | 
new and superior color techniques, | 
is misleading the public and even 

those in the industry by describing | 
the superior Eastman process as | 











‘GWTW’ King Size| 
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nally, the David O. Selznick pro-| 
duction was to be re-released in 
widescreen only, Metro having run; 
into some difficulty in oliaiatna | 
the original separation tracks. Just 
before actual release of the pic- 
ture, however, agreement ~ was 
reached with Selznick on the sound 


added. 

At the moment, Perspecta seems 
to have the lead in use for re-re- 
cording @f classics, Any film can 
be re-recorded with the system and 
still be compatible in theatres 
which do not have new sound in- | 
stallations. 





. Ward | 


;in a lecture at Los Angeles City 
| tive responsibility to see that these 


| films are made,” he opined. “Films 


“Distributors and the public as| must provoke thought in afidition 


arate printing process for each col- 


| of fee-tv is Paramount, which owns 


| is convinced that the system has a 


| meet in N. Y. last week, Par prexy 


|a similar mind about pay-as-you- 


’ 
Dore Schary’s Crack At 
, eo e 
Selznick Contradicts 
9 . 
Metro’s Soothing Balm 
Hollywood, June 8. 
Metro studio chief Dore Schary 
disinterred the M-G-Selznick. row 
over “Gone With the Wind” pro- 
ducer credits, but with the accent 
on comedy. Schary’s cracks high- 
lighted the Friars’ testimonial ban- 


quet for Tony Martin Sunday night 
(6) at the Beverly Hills Hotel. 


“IT would talk more about Tony 
being suth a humanitarian and 
everything,” Schary told the audi- 
ence of 500 formally-garbed mem- 


bers and guests. “But somebody is 
liable to think that I am trying to 
give a message. .After all, banquets” 
like this should not have a mes- 
sage! Western Union sends mes- 
sages. Entertainment should not be 
a message and this is entertain- 
ment—and everybody knows that 
‘Entertainment’ was produced by 
David O. Selznick.” 

George Jessel toastmastered the 
Friars’ salute with 13 other speak- 
ers on the dais. Tributes ranged 
'from a briefie by producer Joe 
|Pasternak to an impressive kudo 
| by Samuel Goldwyn to banter .by 
'Schary. Latter gagged he once gave 
| Martin a job in the belief he was 
Perry Como. 

Jessel introduced L. A. Mayor 
Norris Poulson as “handling public 
relations for Eartha Kitt and, at 





‘Johnston's remarks at a dinner he 





another point. accused Pasternak 
of losing his dialect. 

General Harold George, Mayor 
of Beverly Hills, stated nothing has 
given him greater satisfaction than 
signing a recommendation for a/| 
Bronze Star for heroism for Martin 
during World War II. 
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|industry was to provide entertain- 


— and not. message pictures. 


Schary, 
| stressed the 


the other hand, | 
importance of so- 
called “message pictures” recently 


on 


College. “It is part of the execu- 


to entertainment. They must edu- 
cate and inform as they entertain. 
We are no longer living in a coun- 
try where the average education 
is that of a grammar school gradu- 


Meanwhile, “Wind” continues to 


openings scored big takes, with 
subsequent days holding up to in- 
dicate long runs for all six of the 
current engagements. At Loew’s 
State on Broadway, the first eight 
days outgrossed every Metro pic- | 


Houston, one of the three new 
Loew openings, “Wind” outgrossed 


| proved in the firstruns that they 


| 


'in the U. S. 


| thought, since it served to intro- 





every preem at the theatre, in- 
cluding the original 1939 opening | 
of the same picture. | 
Sock business is also being 
chalked up in Syracuse, Atlanta 
(now in its third week), San Fran- 
cisco and Kansas City. Eight more 
situations are slated to start show- 
ing the picture on June 30, with 
Canton, O., set for that day. Day- 
ton and Akron get the film on 
July 1, Indianapolis, July 2; Nor- 
folk and Richmond, Va., Toledo, 
O., and Richmond, Ind., July 3. 
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' the successful “Fanfan La Tulipe,” 





a half interest in Telemeter and 


future. 
At the Par annual stockholders 


Barney Balaban said the Telemeter 
test in Palm Springs, Cal., had 
“clearly established the technical 
proficiency of the system and the 
willingness of the public to pay 
for quality television entertain- 
ment in their homes.” 


If other producing outfits are of. 


see, they aren’t talking. Some of 
the indies, like Samuel Goldwyn, 
have made it clear that they are 
interested, but that’s quite a ways 
from providing pix once the opera- 
tion gets started. Toll-tv interests | 
openly admit that, in the long run, 
they can't be successful unless they | 
have Hollywoou cooperation, } 





| troversy among foreign producers: 





france prefers to wait for the actual 
settlement of the film agreement. 


MPEA sources.this week con- 
firmed that all major obstacles in 
the French agreement had been 
straightened out and that a signing 
of the pact could be expected mo- 
mentarily. This was the optimistic 
pitch also. of MPEA prexy Eric 


threw for the heads of the intei- 
national: companies in N.Y. last 
week (29), cee 

Under this deal, which is retroac- 
tive to last June, the French issue 
110 visas to MPEA as in the past. 
Furthermore, they raise remit- 
tances to $200,000 monthly from 
the current $120,000, and allow 
certain capital account deals on 
money accrued to the U. S. ‘distribs. 
The 300,000,000 francs ($800,000) 
fund, set up under the French deal 
three years ago, is split in half with 
50% going to Unifrance and the 
rest to be remittable. An .exten- 
sive schedule of permitted uses of 
blocked coin also is set up.. ~ 

Use U. S. Channels 

Lourau said one of the reasons 
the French weren't interested in 
going into distribution in the U. S. 
was that they would have no as- 
surance of getting all the good pic- 
tures from their producers. This 
is a problem also besetting Italian 
Films Export which has lost some 
top product and is now casting 
around for quality American indie 
films for distribution. He also ob- 
served that “we don’t want to. sub- 
stitute for the American independ- 
ent distributors.” 

The purpose of setting up a pro- | 
motienal office was, he declared, to | 
help support the films which have 


are suitable for nationwide distri- 
bution. Lourau admitted that 
French producers are “disappoint- 
ed” over the showing of their films 
“because they don’t 
understand American audiences. 
They fail to comprehend that, be- 
cause French audiences like some- 


French Puzzling U.S. Ways 


es Continued from page 5 







rau knows ff 


eign pix in thew. S. as Lou- 
His ity 


ence. 


Europe, laid an egg 3 
partly because it: £@ 













do ciearly 


;“Wages: of Fear,” Feported at the 
time of the Cannés fesé to have an 
anti-American slant; as to battle 
against this difficultyjqmd his “Lu- 


crezia Borgia,” a United Artists re- 
lease, had a lot of trouble with Cus- 
toms.-. “Camillo,” incidentally, was 
released in three versions—lItalian, 
French and dubbed English. Of 
“Fear,” Lourau said .he had the 
opinion of many Americans and 
Eurepeans that the film isn’t anti- 
U.S.» Cuts still leave the contro- 
versial scenes in the pic. 


Cravenne Due 


Lourau said Robert Cravenne, 
exec secretary of Unifrance, would 
be in the U. S. in September to 
set up the promotion‘ office. Prior 
to this, Lourau indicated advice 
would be asked of the American in- 
dustry on the best,way of running 
such a setup. Earlier this year, 
Cravenne had estimated that about 
$60,000 a year would be needed to 
do the job at the outset. 

Asked what would Unifrance do 
if they found U, S. importers doing 
an inadequate job on handling 
French films, Lourau_ replied: 
“Then we'll just 
them.” 


McCoy Background 
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stop helping 











ern hemisphere distribution rights 
to French-made carbons. 

In general, Lachman noted, the 
problems of exhibs abroad are sim- 
ilar to those of their colleagues in 
the United States. There is con- 
fusion relating to the new projece 
tion techniques, they are burdened 
with heavy taxes, and there are 





thing in a film, it is not automati- 


‘cally liked by American audiences.” | 


At the same time, Lourau ad-'! 
mitted that the quality of the! 
French product has not been what | 
it should be and that any attempt 
to raise the production volume 
didn’t automatically mean better 
films. -On the contrary, Lourau 
held, it implied that the number of 
technicians, directors and writers 
would be spread more thjnly over 
the good films. 

Lourau observed further that 
“our market is Europe” and that 
this market was still the Prench 
producers’ primary coneern. “If we 
have a film suitable for the U. S., 
that’s fine,” he held. Coproduction 
with American interests was a val- 
uable méans of gaining gradual en- 
trance to the U. S. market, he 


duce French stars on the scene, 


As to Dubbing 
As the producer of “Wages of 
Fear,” the 1953 Cannes Film Festi- 
val top award’ winner, and also of 


Lourau-has a personal interest in 
the final determination of whether 
to dub or not to dub and what 
should be done about French pix. 
He disclosed that “Fear’’ had been 
withheld from the U. S. market 
pending a subtitled run in Britain. 
Since this has proven completely 
satisfactory, the film will now be! 
released in America with titles. It’s 
been cut from 150 to 125 mins. 

Lourau admitted that he was 
very interested in dubbing, which 
he thought had to be done in the 
U. S. and not in France, but opined 
it was difficult to determine in ad- 
vance whether a film deserved the 
$15,000 to $20,000 outlay necessary 
to give it a quality lip sync treat- 
ment. 

This comes down to an old con- 


Whether it is wise to concentrate 
on the expansion of existing art 
houses, numbering at the moment 
no more than aroufid 150 to 200, 
or Whether it’s better to play for 
higher stakes and gamble the dub- 
bing cost on wider acceptance of 
films with an English track. Italo 
example helps only. in that it has 
established that clicko pix in 
dubbed form—like ‘“Anna’’—do 
very well—whereas the rest aren’t 
outstanding. It’s true, however, 
that, unlike the French, the Italians 


complaints concerning the high 
cost of film and the shortage of 
product. “The biggest subject of 
discussion,” Lachman said, “is to 
get Hollywood to agree to a single 
or at least a flexible standard of 
projection. They can’t afford to ex- 
periment. They can't bounce from 
one new idéa to another.” 


Film rentals, he noted, are in the 
stratosphere. Percentage terms of 
50% and 70% are not uncommon 
abroad and local governments are 
hitting the exhibs with hefty ad- 
mission taxes, Lachman pointed 
out. For example, in Italy there is 
a 50% admission tax. 

One encouraging aspect of film 
exhibition abroad, according to 
Lachman, “is the sight of people 
queueing up for pictures which, to 
me as an exhibitor, is gratifying. 
It’s common in such countries as 
Holland, Italy and Spain.” 

Lachman said there was consid- 
erable interest in the use of Ameri- 
can equipment and “in countries 
where they can surmount the re- 
strictions on blocked funds Ameri- 
can equipment goes in.’”’ Lachman, 
however, asserted that equipment 
manufacturers abroad are making 
great progress and are beginning 
to turn out fine theatre devices. . 


| Strike. Hits 
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this week to-~-make up their 
minds on these demands. The dis- 
tributors are unanimously resolved 
to stand pat in their rejection. 

The case of exhibitors is even 
more acute, as operators are de- 
manding increases of 100°%, al- 
though their wage scales are al- 
ready high in proportion to admis- 
sion scales. When these were 
upped to April, 1952, exhibitors 
granted all-round wage increases 
to their workers, and thereby were 
hard hit when only six months 
later the Government again cut 
film-theatre admissions. They are 
consequently quite unable to meet 
these new wage demands. | 

The . strike? Hag also. spread to 
radio, and all network musicians 
downed tools two days ago. A big 
effort is being made by the webs 
to prevent listeners from realizing 
this, but for 48 hours all music on 


























are much more given to turning 


out spectacle stuff which lends it- | 


self to dubbing. 
Problem of censorship—official 
and 


the air has been coming from plat- 


ters. The radio “musicos”’ have 
also demanded inereases of 100°, 
plus a 150% surcharge for pro- 


unofficial—also haunts for-| grams with studio audiences. 
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REATER 


ATLANTA'S 5th TIME TOPS ALL BUT Ist! 


Beats every showing of “GWTW” except the first, which was 
the famous World Premiere! 2nd week beats New Year's Week 
of ‘Knights of the Round Table.” Tops 2nd week ‘“Ivanhoe’’ 
and ‘‘Quo Vadis.” 


FRISCO DITTO! TOPS ALL BUT FIRST! 


“GWTW” takes Frisco by storm! Tops every other “GWTW” 
re-issue. Held over! 


NEW YORK SETS‘NEW SHOW BIZ MARK! 


First 6 days at State theatre tops combined gross of original release 
(which played at Christmas) in two theatres, Astor and Capitol! 
Long run ahead! 


HOUSTON TOPS ORIGINAL RELEASE! 


Tops original release. Imagine! The fifth time around beats the 
very FIRST! Opening day tops “Quo Vadis,” “Show Boat’’ and 
other M-G-M Big Ones! 


SYRACUSE BEATS M-G-M’s BIGGEST! 


Sensational business. Crowds thrilled by Wide-Screen “GWTW"’! 
Opening day tops M-G-M’s very Biggest: ‘‘Knights of the Round 
Table,” ‘Show Boat’’ and others! 


KANSAS CITY TOPS FAMED “IVANHOE”! 


Very pretty. They’re beating record-breaking ‘‘Ivanhoe’’ business 
and so can you! 


SCREEN! 








And Stereophonic— what a tonic!—Sound! 


America loves GWTW again and again and again and again AND AGAIN! 
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The Rainbow Jacket 
for loca] audiences, with a strong 
east of British 
Inadequate marquee lure may 
make it a tough-selling proposition 
in the U. S. market. s 

First-class Technicolor lensing 
takes fullest advantage of some 


tryside, and shows off the beauties 
of some famous local 
There are virile action sequences 





' 
| 
} 


| 
} 
| 


name performers. | 


racetracks. | 


The story, however, rarely matches | 


up with the backgrounds. 

It is a conventional yarn of a 
one-time champion jockey, warned 
off the course for shady practices, 
who is determined that his bay 
protege should go straight. But 


finer aspects of the English coun- | Pull, in which the king of beasts 


including some fine racing scenes. | The hero also gets in his licks in 





——$—$———$—$—$ $Y 





| 





finds him in his familiar hero role, | 
going through standard derring-do | 
amidst appropriately cut in Afri- | 
can stock footage. ; 
Picture has a certain exploita- 
tion potential for its lowercase 
market in the stock footage show- 
ing a fight between a lion and a 


gets his comeuppance from the toro 
before Weissmuller closes in for 
the hand-to-hand combat and kill. 





a crocodile battle for good effect. 


Samuel ‘Newman’s_ screenplay, | 
which Lee Sholem directs gen- | 
erally to good advantage, and | 


'which makes fast use of stock | 


the kid’s mother gets into financial | 


difficulties and the boy is persuad- 
ed to pull a race. Subsequently the 


reelage, is woven aout the round- | 
up of a diamond smuggler who, 
threatens tlie stability of the world | 
market after a jewel strike in the | 
midst of the jungle. Jungle Jim, | 


ex-champ gets his ticket back, but! who enters the case after the na- 
discovers that the youngster has, tives he oversees are drawn into 


been warned to lose the race and | the 


heavy’s machinations, is as- 


sacrifices his own career to get him| sisted by a Scotland Yard inspec- 


first past the winning post. 
Rising continually above the mel- 


tor, sent to Africa to investigate 
the matter. Plot is off to a deadly | 


odramatic theme, a fine cast gives| slow start but picks up after af 
the story a much needed _ veneer. | while. | 


Bill Owen does a sterling job as 
the ex-champ while Fella Edmonds, 


} 


Weissmuller takes on man and | 
beast in equal deadpan stride. | 


as the boy protege with a natural) Richard Stapley is convincing as | 
love for horses, is a promising neW-| the Scotland Yard man and Karin | 


comer. The 
however, come from Robert Mor- 
ley, as an irrascible owner, and 


from Wilfrie Hyde White, one of | being too villainous. Bernard Ham- | 

Kay Walsh, within | jjton 
the limitations of her role, does | friend and Lester Matthews is okay 
very nicely as the boy’s mother as the commissioner. Tamba the 
and supplies the solitary touch of chimp is in for the usual laughs. 


the stewards. 


romance in her association with 
Owen, Edward Underdown pro- 
vides a reliable interpretation of 
the trainer, 


as his head boy. There are match- 
ing performances by others in the 
cast. Myro. 





Within Man's Power 
(DOCUMENTARY) 


Produced for National Tuberculosis 
Association by Nicholas Webster and 
National Video Productions, Ine., Wash., 
D. C. Directed by Nicholas Webster; pho- 
tography by Boris Kaufman: screenplay 
by Edward Murkland; narration by Wil- 
liam Bancroft Mellor; sets by James 


Waring. Previewed in Washington, May | 


17, “54. Running time, 27 MINS. 


This is a simplified, sugar-coated | 


version of the progress made in 
the past half century toward the 


best performances, | Booth 
/doctor in love with him. Gregory | which Gregg Tallas directed for 


with Charles Victor | 
supplying some neat comedy lines | 





conquest of tuberculosis. It is made | 


in 35m for theatrical showing and | i, N'y. Running time, 93 MINS. 
in 16m for television, on order by | 


the National Tuberculosis Assn. to 
celebrate its 50th anniversary this 
month. 

Story opens with a doctor telling 
a patient and his wife that the pa- 
tient’s X-rays show TB, but that 
the case can be cured because it 
was caught early. When the patient 
protests his hard luck, the doctor 
tells the story of early “consump- 
tion” and how medicos had no 
idea how to cure it. 

Then the story moves along to 


the campaign of Dr. Lawrence 
Flick, in Philadelphia, to recog- 
nize and handle the disease for 


what it was, of Dr. Trudeau’s dis- 
covery that healthy, outdoor life 


| 


is the particularly pretty | 


without | 


t 


Gay is a persuasive heavy, 


scores as Jim’s chieftain 


Henry Freulich’s lensing meets 
the demands of the picture and 
Gene Havlick expertly cut in the 
stock footage which the Sam Katz- | 
man production uses so generously. 

Whit. 


a — < 
Hell Raiders of the Deep. 
(ITALIAN—DUBBED INTO 


ENGLISH) 
Suspenseful wartime drama 
reenacting the exploits of 


Italy’s frogmen. 


| Initial part of the film gets mired 


+ players. 





Italian Films Export release of a Valen- 
tia-Ponti-De Laurentis production. Stars 
Eleonora Rossi Drago, Pierre Cressoy; | 
features Tino Carraro, Carlo M%ellini, | 
Girolamo Manisco, Giovanni Tadini, Luigi | 


Magello, Giorgio Spaccarelli, Colombo 
Pamolli. Directed by Duilio Coletti. 
Screenplay, A. Bragadin, E. De Concini., | 


D. Coletti camera, Aldo Tonti; under- | 


water sequences, Tonti, Victor De Santis; | 
music, Nino Rota. Previewed May 19, ’54 | 
Marion 
SRS FRE epee. 
a ES Tino Carraro 
Riccardo Gallone ... Carlo Bellini ; 
(Aspect ratio: 1.33 - 1) 


Eleonora Rossi Drago } 
Pierre Cressoy 


There's plenty to hold the cus- | 
tomers’ interest in “Hell Raiders | 
of the Deep,” the Italo-made , 
story of the daring frogmen who, | 
in 1941, harried Allied naval units | 
and managed to invade Alexandria | 


,to sink a British aircraft carrier. | 


aided in licking the terrible “white | 


plague,” and of the early quack 
cures. 
Finally, the National Tubercu- 


losis Association is fermed and the 
fight is carried successfully into 
the various states, so that the ail- 
ment can now be cured by proper 
care. 

Film tells briefly and palatably 
about the problem, and is some- 
thing which need not frighten any- 
one. If anything, it hits too lightly 
at the matter. It is a background 
story, with virtually nothing in the 
way of look at the future. 

_ Pic is handled via simple impres- 
sionistic sets throughout 
backs, is cleanly photographed and 
pleasantly handled, but its impact 
is mild, Lowe. 


Sungle Man-Eaters 
Standard Jungle Jim program- 
mer with Johnny Weissmuller 
for lowercase bookings, 


Hollywood, May 2. 


Columbia release of Sam Katzman pro- 


duction, Stars Johnny Weissmuller; fea- 
tures Karin Booth, Richard Stapley. Di- 
rected by Lee Sholem. Story and screen 
play, Samuel Newman; based on the King 
Features Syndicate cartoon feature: earn 
era, Henry Freulich: editor. Gene Haw- 
lick Reviewed at Hollywood Paramount 
May 19, ’54, Running time. 67 MINS. 
Jungle Jim . Johnny Weissmuller 
Bonnie oseieaee shes Karin Booth 
Bernard ae ey eee Richard Stapley 
TR So So ei ae oe Bernard Hamilten 
Ee ee. F PEP >S Gregory Gay 
Kingston lester Matthews 
Zulu . Paul Thompson 
Chief Boganda Vince M. Townsend Jr 
N’Gala , , Louise Franklin 
(Aspect ratio: 1.85-1) 
Parring the course for Colum- 
bia’s “Jungle Jim” entries, this 
latest Johnny Weissmuller starrer 


' activity. 
the cut- | 


Done in documentary fashion that 
adds to the drama and suspense of | 
the story, the dubbed film offers | 
some extraordinary underwater 
scenes and has definite appeal 
particularly to action houses. 
Here’s an instance where dubbing 
should be a real asset in the US. 
market. Pic is more concerned | 
with action than with dialog. and 
the English soundtrack has been 
so skillfully’ added that there’s 
rarely any discrepancy between 
mouth movements and the match- 
ed lines. This leaves “Hell Raid- 
ers” with a highly unusual theme 
and treatment but a virtually un- 
known cast. There are no. overt 
attempts at glorifying the Italo 
navy. Instead the film concen- 
trates on the exploits of a small 
group of men engaged in suicidal 


Eleonora Rossi Drago is an at- | 
tractive gal but her contribution 
to the proceedings is minor. She’s 
cast as a spy for the undersea 


| raiders and she ends up being shot 


| by another 


spy. Pierre Créssoy 
makes a handsome and determined 
hero. He impersonates Luigi Du- 
rand De La Penne, a real-life 
frogman who was responsible for 
some daring exploits and who act- 
ed as adviser on the film He's 
also seen in the underwater se- 
quences. 

Considerable 
erated by by Duilio Co- 
letti and his cameramen, Aldo 
fonti_ and Victor De Santis. as 
they described the training.of the 
frogmen and the actual ‘attack. | 
Final portion of the picture, Show- | 
ing the men riding their unique 
“pigs,” electrically propelled 21- 
foot torpedos with a 12-mile cruis- 
ing range above and below the 
surface, is as thrilling as any ever 
seen on the screen. 

Underwater lensing is tops and 
has a highly realistic quality as 
the frogmen cut their way through 
protecting nets. Some teams die 


suspense 


is gen- 
director 





| editor, Roger Dwyre. At Marignan, Paris. 


as depth bombs crush their lungs. 
Others reach their objective and 
plow it up by attaching explosive 
charges to the bottom of ships. 


down in detail, but events soon 
speed up for the sock climax. If 
properly sold, “Heli Raiders” 
shapes as one of the best dubbed | 
entries to date. _‘Hift, 


Barefoot Battalion 
(GREEK) 


Interesting Greek import for 
art houses, but limited pros- 
pects for the general market. 


Leon L:. Brandt Associates re!ease of 
Peter Béudoures production. Dtrected 


and edited by Gregg Tallas. Screenplay 
and original story, Nico Katsiotes; cam- 
era, Mixaligs Gaziadis; music, Mikis Theo- 





dorakis. At Globe Theatre, N.Y.. begin- 
ning May 28, ’54. Running time, 89 MINS. 
Alexandra: dei - Seas s+ eeeeses Maria Costi 
Black Marketeer ..........Nicos Fermas 
Andtea ‘. dsikpers cece Vassilios Frangadakis 
IE ot Antonios Voulgaris 
Dimitri 2. ccccecccecucse. Stavros Krozos 
SOG Fe adeesbhounsd ae Christos Solouroglou 
Martha ..cccccsces Se EES etty Gyni 
SECO. 6.5088 TTT Evangelos Yiotopoulos 
TROROR. ise cic vecsctpesnes George Axiotis 
Peeteenee 6 icc se ieee Kostas Rigas 


(In Greek; English Titles) 


Hunger and privation were fs-| 
miliar to many Greek children un- 
der the Nazi occupation. But de- 
spite their personal hardships some 
managed to harass the Germans in 
a resistance group known as the 
“Barefoot Battalion.” For the most 
part these youngsters’ exploits 
emerge as a touching material in 
this Peter Boudoures production 


release by Leon L. Brandt Associ- 
ates release. 

With practically all of its footage | 
lensed on location in the Greek | 
cities of Athens and Salonika, the | 





film has a documentary flavor and | 
shapes up as an interesting entry | 
for art house bookings. Camera, 
toe, has ably caught some striking | 
character studies in the varied per- 
sonalities of the picture’s moppet |! 
However, this English- | 
titled Greek import is too down- | 
beat and much too long to rate’ 
more than average bookings in the} 
program market. _.. 

Screenplayed by Nico Katsiotes | 
from his own story, the yarn re- | 
counts how the “Barefoot Battal- | 
ion” pulled a modern-day “Robin ! 
Hood” .by stealing from the rich | 
and the Nazis to aid both the poor 
and the Allied cause. Among its 
major deeds was helping smuggle | 
an American pilot to Egypt and) 


the film’s dramatic effect lies in| 
how Greece's teenage children and | 
even tots survived in wartime by | 
their wits of sheer necessity. 


Tallas, who conceived the idea of | 


| filming the story of these children | nice pacing and treatment. 


and their relationship to each} 
other. directed his cast fonly two} 
were professionals) with a realistic | 
touch. Youngsters are credible es- | 
pecially five-year-old Ketty Gyni 
as a hungry orphan. Her sobs for 
food could move even the most 
heartless to tears. Maria Costi and 
Nices Fermas, professional players, 
are adequate as an undercover 
agent and a black market operator, 
respectively. 

Hampered by antiquated equip- 
ment, cameraman Mixalis Gaziadis | 
captured much of the footage in a 
murky effect that often detracts 
from sharpness and clarity. Score 
of Mikis Theodorakis as played by 
the Athens’ Symphony Orchestra is 
an asset. Production values are 
meager and most other technical 
credits are well below Hollywood 
standards, Gilb 


er nd 
Mam’ Zelle Nitouche 
(FRENCH-COLOR-SONGS) 

Paris, May 25. 
Lux release of Paris Film-Panitalia-Riz- 
zoli_ production. Stars Fernandel, Pier 
Angeli. Directed by Yves Allegret. Screen- 
play, Marcel Achard. Jean Aurenche, 
Allegret from operetta by H. Meilhac, 
A. Milaud; camera (Eastmancolor), Ar- | 
mand Thirard: music, Georges Van Parys; | 


Running time, 90 MINS, 








F CMIOOUE A ob bcs dhe tines Fernandel 
DORIGEs.65 59494020400 Ghen Res Pier Angeli 
Commander .. + Jean Debucourt | 
Corinne. ....... Michele Cardoue 
PN Tre Georges Shamrat | 
Sergeant ......; biesss <a Louis De Funes 
RE 4s babakwareerees Francois Guerin 





This filmed turn-of-century op- 
eretta suffers from a lack of spar- | 
kle. Melange of girl’s school in- |} 
trigues and barracks humor never | 
gets this off the ground. Hence, | 
it emerges as a rather dated offer- | 
ing suitable for good situations 
here on Fernandel name. For the 
U. S.,.this is very problematical 
because of ils lagging format. How- 
ever, the names of Pier Angeli and 
Fernandel may be enough to get it 
some@vdates 

This concern#*an organist (Fer- 
nandel) in a girl’s school who leads 
a, double life. By day, he is a de-| 


,mure butt of the girl’s pranks, but 


at night he is a famous operetta | 
writer who has a mistress in one 
of the leading operettas. His dual 
existence is crossed up when one 
of the girls, Miss Angeli, discovers 
his secret. She blackmails him into 


of the opera opening. Pic snow- 
balls from there. : 

The girl meets a young soldier, 
who is really the fiance chosen by 
her family. She is also chased by 
a jealous sugar daddy. The oper- 
etta goes on with her in the lead. 
Fernandel gets railroaded into 
army barracks by mistake but 
finally gets back to his real life as 
an operetta writer. 

Director Yves Allegret lacks the 
flair for bringing these situations 
to life. Fernandel is hard put to 
get a few laughs from his il)-con- 
ceived character. Songs are rung 
in indiscriminately. Miss Angeli 
is winsome as the young girl. Jean 
Debucourt is the only one in char- 
acter as the apoplectic commander. 
Color is nicely hued and editing is 
good. This is the second version 
of this operetta, and it shows that 
film musical tastes have changed. 
Spontaneity and pace are the re- 
quisites lacking in this vere 

osk. 





L°’Aventurier de Seville 
(FRANCO-SPANISH) 
(COLOR-SONGS) 

Paris, May 25. 

Victory release of LPC-Benito Perojo- 
Mars Film production. Stars Luis Mariano. 
Directed by Ladislas Vajda. Screenplay, 
Alex Joffe, Arozamena, Jean Marsan; 
camera (Gevacolor), Andre Balestros; edi- 
tor, Henri Taverna, Geores Natot; music, 
Francis Lopez, Quinterro. At the Paris, 
Paris. Running time, 115 MINS. 


FigarO .cccccccccccssccsess Luis Mariano 
PODUIA secrccocesevsccsses Lolita Sevilla 
ROSINE ..cccnossesecesers Daniele Godet 
AlmaviVa secccsscccccisers Pierre Cour 
DUG ..cccnccedtete céccviee Jean Galland 
Duchese@ ...ccccccccsees ... Emma Penella 
Bandot cccccccccsees Jose Maris Godero 


Ladislas Vadja has bundled to- 
gether the ingredients of this cos- 
tumer into a palatable adventure 
opus that has color, spec and the 


; Luis Mariano name for what looks 


like neat grosses on the Continent. 
Although a pleasing pic, its fa- 
miliarity and lack of names only 
make this of duaier value -for 
America, with chances for special 
situations on its tongue-in-cheek 
approach, 

This concerns a_ barber of 
Seville, Figaro, with a golden voice 
who is kidnapped by bandits to 
serve as a lure for passing nobil- 
ity. When he is freed, a surly no- 
bleman recognizes his voice, and 
he joins the army to escape. He 


i saves the remainder of the ban- 


dits, who have been captured, by 
having them join the army. 

Then they are off to Puerto Rico, 
where a series of action episodes 
has them defeating the English. 


| Ferraro, Giovanni de Fazio, Giovanni | safety. But while the script makes When he comes back to Seville he 
/much of this, actually the bulk of | js famous, and saves a young love- 


ly from a fortune-hunting Duke. 
He realizes he loves the daughter 
of the bandit chief and goes back 
to her for the happy ending. 
Director Vadja has given this 
Film is 
aided by the geheral acting and 
dialog. Mariano is the leading pop- 
charm singer here. Despite pos- 
sessing a fine golden tenor, he 
lacks all the dash and agility neces- 
sary for the title role even though 


| acquitting himself adequately. Re- 


mainder of cast is fine, with Lolita 
Sevilla standout as a _ vivacious, 


| barefooted bandit queen whose loy- 
'alty and appeal win over the bar- 


ber. Color is good and primarily 
even throughout, with editing 
okay. Spanish locale dresses tp 


the pic production-wise. Mosk, 


Les Femmes S*En 
Balancent 
(Dames Get Along) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, May 25. 

Pathe release of CICC-Pathe Cinema 
production. Stars Eddie Constantine, 
Nadia Gray. Directed by Bérnard Bor- 
derie. Screenplay, Borderie, Jacques. Vil- 
frid from novel by Peter Cheney: camera, 
Jacques Lemare; editor, Jean Feyte; 
music, Paul Misraki. At Balzac, Paris. 
Running time, 119 MINS. 


I 5. 65500000 Sida: Eddie Constantine ; 
ee err rere Nadia Gray 
POUIOCID 4 icc'sccs ceeds Dominique Willms 
RIGGS teeeoeisacs + Veess Jacques Castelot 
POTMOUEOS danas cece te sens Robert Ferri 
Walter . iciainece ccuiesee cs: Dario Moreno 
SOCKOCAED  de0c0 coins. Francois Perrot 


Third Lemmy Caution film here 
this year, based on the skirt-chas- 


| ing, seotch-drinking U.S. G-Man 


character of Peter Cheney, has 
this type of pic catching on in 
France. Based on its U.S. countey: 
parts, this pushes evervthing three 
steps further. It emerges as a 
parody of its forerunners, with 
gobs of erotiscism, fisticuffs, high- 
powered cars and general mayhem, 
U.S. warbler Eddie Constantine 


| has established himself aS a tough 


guy hero in this series. This will 
do fine here, but for the American 
market it is strictly for dualers or 
the actioner market where it has 
exploitable facets. 

Only thing strained in makihg 
this pie are the muscles and the 
clinging bodices as Constantine 
tries to track down the origin of 
counterfeit American $1,000 bills 
in Italy. First bill was passed by 
looker Nadia Gray. He 
her but is not deterred from brush- 
ing lips with a bevy of hungry, 
languorous gals who seem to turn 
up at every corner. Meanwhile he 


, taking her with him on the night, has a chance to beat up some gang- 


falls for 


sters in several slam-bang fight 
scenes. Constantine manages - to 
put two-and-two together long 
after the audience has, but the pic 


bowls a in its familiar groove 
and oozes entertainment in the 
lib, tongue-in-cheek interp by 


stantine and. the» 
agreeable dames. 
Director Berm erie gives 
this pace but still ms to lack 
\the knowhow in the fight scenes. 
| Deminique Wik *Miss Gray 


any sinewy, 









are tempting b the un- 
named femmes al er nicely. 
Robert Berri, as* Iking gun- 


man, and the other cutthroats do 
well enough. and editing 
are first-raté. Mosk. 


"Le Seeret de 







Helene 
Marimon 
(FRANCO-ITALIAN) 

Paris, May 25. 

Corona release of SNC-Romana Films 
production. Stars Frank Villard, Isa 
Miranda, Carl Del Poggio. Directed by 
Henri Calef. er, lay, Jacques and 
Gerard Willemetz, Calef from a novel by 
J. B. Cherrier; camera, Roger Dormoy; 
editor, J. Alvarez. At Biarritz, Paris, 
Running time, 11 MINS. 
Jacques Frank Villard 
Heleme ....cccoccssccsoces: Isa Miranda 
Dominique . Carla Del Poggio 
Marimom Jean Debucourt 
Thierry ...6. -ceccssesees-- Andre Vaimy 
Unele - .c:02 sane eeseccece + Noel Roquevert 
Farmer Jacques Dynam 





The title adequately pegs the 
type of this film. It a sudsy 
Story of a languishing love affair. 
Primarily distaff for its local 
appeal, there 1s not much in this 
for American chances because 
lacking names and the melodrama- 
tic events. . ’ 


Film is told in flashback style as 
a testy 50-year-old engineer comes 
back to Paris for the first time in 
30 years. Then his story unfolds 
as he is reminded of. an old love 
affair. It goes back to the first 
World War and the meeting of the 
hero, then young, with a middle- 
aged man. He saves his life and 
they become friends, The young 
man is wounded, and on leave 
meets a woman with whom he falls 
in love. Then hé finds out it is the 
wife of his friend; but doesn’t tell 
her. Then he hears the husband is 
dead and breaks the news to her, 
and with it, their relationship. Pie 
then snaps back to the present. 


Director Henri Calef has given 
this a slick mounting, but nothing 
much can be done with this rather 
trite story., Isa Miranda and Frank 
Villard play the lovers without the 
necessary passion. Frank Villard’s 
aging is never convincing. Carla 
Del Poggio plays the daughter with 
freshness but lack of spirit, and is 
not helped by being dubbed. Lens- 
ing and editing are first-rate as 
are the supporting players. Mosk. 


Cabaret 
(GERMAN-SONGS) 
Vienna, May 28. 
Carlton release of Guenther Stxapen- 
horst production. Stars Paul Henreid; 
features Eva Kerbler and Elma Karlowa. 
Directed by Willy Forst. Screenplay, 
Johannes Mario Simmel; camera, Guen- 
ther Anders; music, Willy Schmidt Gent- 
ner. At Forum, Vienna. Running time, 


95 MINS. 

| Conrad Heener .........+. Paul Henreid 

| cee ROO. .. .< 00400 0ex0% Eva Kerbler 
Fritz Gruenwald ......... Fritz Schulz 
EEE ab ows 6n0cete bee Elma Karlowa 


“Cabaret” is a modest program- 
mer which combines routine melo- 
drama with scenes of “Klein 
Kunst,” a forerunner of present- 
day nightclubs, Mild entry at best 
for the U. S. 


Written by J. M. Simmel, the 
.sereenplay is only a device used 
to weave in the cabarets sequence. 
Paul Henreid plays a chanson-com- 
poser while Eva Kerblier is his 
wife. Elma Karlowa is cast as the 
girl who breaks up the marriage. 
Just when they are being recon- 
ciled in the fortress Przemysl 
| during the first World War, she 
is killed by a bomb. 

Most of the performances are 
mechanical. While Henreid is half- 
way adequate as the songwriter, 
Miss Kerbler is weak as his wife. 
Miss Karlowa probably will do 
better in her next pic. Resembling 
| Fritz Gruenwald, top-ranking caba- 
‘ret ace 40 years ago, Fritz Schulz’ 
| portrayal is too stolid and lacking 
'in humor throughout. 

Only two oldtime songhits ‘and 
not, the biggest) are sung during 
| the nitery stint. Based on this film, 
'director Willy Forst appears over- 
|rated. Instead of reminiscing on 
unforgettable songs, he merely 
“added” music. He guided the pro- 
|duction ‘in, a downbeat key, un- 
relieved by, humorous moments. 
| Guenther Anders camerawork 
rates a nod. Maas. 








Buck Stoner’s Post 
Bryan D. (Buck) Stoner, vet in 
| both exhibition and distribution, 


| has been named Paramount's cen- 


'tral division manager, succeeding 
| James J. Donahue, who resigned 
| recently. 

| Stoner has held exec sales posts 
/at Metro and 20th-Fox. 
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@)\ PAUL KELLY ILKA 
BA RUTH HAMPTON ° Directed by GEORGE 
LIAM ALLAND - A Universal international Picture 
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Fast and frivolous—On 


the double crossroads 0 
danger and romance! 
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admish for adults, amd 15c for bug- 
eyed moppets 

Feliman’s, the huge eating estab 
blishment on Surf Avenue, has new 
proprietors as the result of a Su- 
preme Court order that fet aside 
2 previous sale under foreclosure 
proceedings. New owners are 
Dewey Albert apd Sidney OD. 
Rubens who bid $499,000 for the 
vast place, but the sale does not 
permit them to use the name “Feit- 
man’s of Coney Island, Inc.” 

Shooting of Congressmen 

Neo strip shows are visibie on ine 
island currently but there's an in- 
crease in freakeries. Dave Rosen 
is operating two side shows and 
Fred Sindeli is masterminding ibe 
third. Eden Musee and Worid in 
Wax are much the same as iast year 
except that the latter is consider- 
ably up-to-date in its reproductions 
of the more violent aspects of civil- 
ization. World in Waz is evidently 
appealing to the Puerto Rican 
trade ‘a hefty segment of Coney's 
current biz) with such headliners 
as “The Shooting of Five Congress- 
men” and “Osear Collazzo—aAt- 
tempted Assassination of ex-Presi- 
dent Truman.” Eden Musee is con- 
tent to rest its ceroplastic claims 
on the shabby Lady Godiva baliy 
fronting Surf Avenue and such 
mildewed creations as the Snyder- 
Grzy seshweight murder and Willie 
Francis who went twice to the clec- 
tric chair. 

Weekly fireworks have been re-, 
sumed on the boardwalk side un- 
der joint sponsorship of ‘Comey 
Island Chamber of Commerce and 
F&M Schaefer Brewing Co. This 
year marks 30th anniversary of 
revival of the fireworks at the sea- 
shore. ; 

Fred Sindell is the new chair- 
man of the Promotion Committee 
of Coney Island Chamber of Com- 
merce and he is trying to raise 
$75.060 to cover cost of this year’s 
promotiona! activities at the island. 
This includes fireworks and Mardi 
Gras expenses. Working with Sin- 
dell are Murray Handwerker, Fred 
Moran, former chairman, and Bill 
Nicholson, executive secretary of 
the park’s neighborhood Chamber. 

Coney, along with Broadway and 
other amusement dispensers hit by | 
the proposed 5°% city amusement 
tax. joined in the blackout protest 
on Memorial Day ‘official opening 
date for the island). Coney’s con- 
tention is that the entire ocean- 
front was recently saddled with a 
huge sewer assessment of over 
$3.000.000 and that the proposed 
tax would result in financial] hard- 
ships including loss of business and 
curtailment of employment. 

New Era Starting? 

Despite this funereal prediction 
by Coney’s game and ride conces- 
sionaires, other beachfront vendors 
see the local watering place enter- 
ing what they like to describe as a 
new era of prosperity based on 
such tangible things as the con- 
struction of several large housing 
projects, the soon-to-be-realized 
Oceanarium, the successor to the 
old Aquarium at the Battery, the 
expansion of the Coney Island Hos- 
piiai and the widening of West 8th 
Street, one of the principal ave- 
nues at the spa. Abe Stark, the 
Brownsville clothier turfied City 
Council President, at a _ recent 
Chamber of Commerce. dinner, 
urged the islanders to follow the 
Miami practice and extend the Co- 
ney season from May to New Year's 
Eve. 

In connection with the uplifting. 
of Coney Island as an amusement | 
center, Stanley Prowler, chairman 
of the Civic Design Committee of 
the Brooklyn Chapter of the Amer- 
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icam Institute of Architects. recent- 
ly issued an illuminating and com- 
prehensive report on the plight of | 
Brookiyn, a community that now) 
finds itself. by traffic 
and slums and virtual deterioration 
of its physical and spiritual assets. 
The loca] society of architects feels | 


place. is to start with the top tour- 
ist attraction in the borough, name- 
ly Céney Island. : 

“Coney Island is generally the 
only reason why outl-of-towners 
ever come te Brockiyn except to 
see the Dodgers and relatives.” the 
report states. “Now that the Ocean- 
arium is about te become a ten- 
million-dollar reality, Coney Island 
is surely om the brink of a great 
revival Much must be done to in-. 
crezse its former glory. Today its 
carnival streets have 
over by rowdies and respectable” 
people hardiy go there at night” 
anymore. Though the beach has” 
improved, the Midways are cheap. 
dirty and sordid... A revitalized ’ 
Coney Island should make .an 
architectural dream assignment | 


The future delights of Coney Is- = 


land are infinite ... from the mo-} 
ment one passes beneath the “El” | 
on Ocean Parkway there should be 
the excitement of lighted foun- | 
tains. of sculptured pylons and of | 
coronation street arches. i 

Borough of Minecrities i 
“There should be city-sponsored ; 
outdoor band concerts and outdeor 
dancing squares. Special folk dance | 
nights should be held for the na-' 
tionalities that make up Brooklyn. : 
Indeed, we should advertise the, 
fact that in Brooklyn more minori- | 
ties live im peace with one another | 
than in any other place in the 
world, for this is Brooklyn's great-} 
est achievement. And so we de-| 
serve boat rides and balloon rides 
and moonlight sails and a huge ex- 
hibition building housing the won- 
ders of the world. Cars should be 
replaced on the midways by care-' 
free pedestrians and low 
posts and trees and benches. There | 
should be fine restaurants and a 
nightly spectacle. In the winter the | 
dancing squares should be artifi- | 
cially frozen for ice-skating and the | 
Oceanarium will continue to at- | 
tract. We propose a mammoth bor- 
ough raffle or sweepstakes to get | 
the whole idea started and paid | 
for. Brooklyn civic organizations | 
would contribute yearly to balance | 
the losses that such a fabulous | 
Place would undoubtedly have. j 
This revitalized Coney Island is 
very important; we must divert | 
some money to keep healthy peo- | 
ple happy.” 

Meanwhile, the Park Depart- 
ment, under the remarkably effi- | 
cient Park Commissioner Robert 
Moses, has been making a smartly- | 
attired lady of the boardwalk and | 
the beach. Moses’ staff has taught | 
‘9 many slobs and delinouents 
how to behave. Beach squad cop- , 


pers have handed out summonses Ple. ex-King Farouk is likened to | $12,000. 
| __ Loew's (Loew's) (2.090; 65-80)— | 


for boardwalk cycling, sitting on | 
boardwalk railings, sitting on! 
boardwalk steps, beach littering, | 





get excellent 
t to 

Steepiechase. 
amusement park 
stands out like 2 beacon 
sea of amusement mediocrity 


sf 
fs 


' getting one dollar for ten rides 
from adults, and one dollar for 
twelve rides from the diaper mreb. 


purchase by 
Canarsie Indians. An Indian realtor 
named Guttaquoh sold the strip of 
land to the West India Company 
of Holland in 1654 for fifteen fath- 
oms of sewan. two guns and three” 
pounds of powder. This is equal to 
$15. 


shooting gallery fifies, three 


i 
ae a ee oe ee — ' trolley strike, a sharp pickup at | 


free gander at Mrs. Haroy,. 
finback whale from the Arctic; 
Ocean. 
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ning” until the final amen. But 
his dramatization is not confined . 
to actual events recorded in the| 
Bible. Instead, important histeri- | 
cal gaps. which are omitted, have | 
been filled in as a result of re- 
search, mainly conducted i nthe, 
British Museum. The work has 
also necessitated considerable 
travel The author has visited 
Egypt. the Arab countries and the 
whole of Asia Minor. 

The first volume, entitled “The 
Beginning,” covers the creation of 


the death of Joseph and the ap- 


history of Christ and the Apestles. 


The final volume, also entitled 
“The Beginning.” is based on the 
revelation of John: “And I saw a 
new heaven and a new earth.” This 
glimpses into the future and takes 
on the character of science fiction. 

Interpreting biblical texts that 
science will eventually destroy the 
earth, he foresees the creation of 
a new earth with ihe emergence 
of a new Adam and Eve as a pre- 
lude to history repeating itself 
This aspect of the publication 
looks ahead of the present day 


| atomic and hydrogen bomb threats | 


and, as-in Charles Morgan's cur- 
rent London play, “The Burning 
Glass,” believes that the earth will 
be destroyed by the use of the 
sun’s rays. 

Throughout this historical rec- 
ord, the author is drawing a paral- 
lel with modern times. For exam- 


Pharoah, and he aims to show that 
earlier civilizations had their Hit- 
lers and their Mussolinis. Through- 


| same. 
| Pageant (St. 


| $2)—“Living Desert” (Disney 


On any rainy weekend, however, | “98° 
the real esiate-minded = Wait Lively $11,000, 
can have his old and dismal island | 
aoee DOSS) back for $15 and the concession- | 


aires will be glad to throw in swe | 


ball playing and acrobatic stunting | 0Ut. he points up the constant 
on the sand. | struggle of democracy versus dic- 
~ Now that the city has clear title tatorship, and explains that through 
to additional beach front at Man-| history there have always been 


hattan Beach, it is Moses’ dream | 
to extend recreational facilities for | 
the millions who crawl over the | 
sands of Coney and Brighton. The | 
Brocklyn Chapter of the American | 
Institute of Architects opposes this | 
project on the ground that Man- 
hattan Beach is one of the best | 
residential areas in the borough | 
and “one of the last strongholds 
of the dwindling middle class” and 
would have greater value as a pri- | 
vete beach. “By foregoing its pres- | 
ent plans, the city could save mon- 
ey, gain rental fees, and thus be 
able to expedite Marine Park and | 
perhaps add public bathhouses to | 
Coney Island,” the report states, | 

Still Too Crowded | 


Moses, on the other hand, pooh- | 
poohs this notion, and has made it 
plain that Coney “still remains the 
most overcrowded waterfront rec- 
reation area in the United States” 
and “because of this inhuman over- 
crowding, it is the bardest to op- 
erate, maintain and keep clean.” 

The Manhattan Beach waterfront | 
park should be open in part by | 
1956 and completed by 1957. There 








will be a huge bathing area, ha 

. é : nd- 
ball and _ basketball courts, play- 
grounds, picnic areas and a bath 
house. La 


ter the park department 





seekers for world power. They 
have, however, always failed. 

Grune has cast his net widely in 
his academic research and quotes 
from Herodotus and Philo, the 
Greek philosopher as well as from 
Sigmund Freud and Lord Byren. 
From Freud, he borrows the idea 
that love first came to the universe 
through Sarah, but he also shows 
that sin originated with Adam and 
Eve, murder with Cain and war 
with Nimrod. 

Idea for this monumental proj- 
ect first came to the author in Mu- 
nich back in 1932 when he was as- 


sociated with the production of a' 


film entitled, “The Coming and 
Going of the Planets.” He gave up 
pix production some years back in 
order to devote himself exclusive- 
ly to this project. He does not in- 
tend to be directly concerned with 
the eventual productions based on 
his works; but the books have been 
written to facilitate actual script- 
ing. He uses a narrator to quote 
biblical texts and then develops his 
theme. 


Among the films with which 
Grune has been associated are 
“Trapped in the Mine,” Abhdul the 
Damned,” “Pagliacci,” “The Edge 
of the World” and. “Waterloo.” 
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(Continued from page 8) 
week, “Flame and Flesh” (M-G) 
and “Battle River Rogue” (Col), 


L. Amus.) (1,000; 82) 
* <«dndie). Nice 
$3.500. Last week, “Murder on 
Monday” (Indie) $3,000. ; 
Richmend (St. L. Amus.) i 


wk). Fine $3,000 after $3,500 initial 
: St. Louls (St: L Amus.) (4,000; 
69) — “Three Coins in Fountain 
(20th). (2d wk). Gees $10,009 fr) 
i 13,000 opening session. 
a Oak (St. L Amus.) (800; 
827)—“Living Desert” (Disney) (2d 
wk). Solid $5,000 after $6,000 
opener. 











| 


Pitt; ‘Student’ 106 2d. 


Pittsbirgh, June 8. 
Despite continuance of bus and . 


first-runs indicates stronger biz for’ 
current round. Top newcomer is 


i“Long Wait.” which shapes strong | 


considering at Stanley. for best at 


‘this house in a long time. It may} 
‘hold. Department store strike, ™_ 
‘seventh month,: isn’t helping any | 


either. Holdover of “Three Coins 


‘in Fountain” at Fulton is topping | 


first week. “Student Prince” looms | 


b 


fair in second Penn stansa. '$12.000. 
Estimates for This Week i 


Fulton (Shea) (1.700: 65-$1)— 
“Three Coins in Fountain” (20th)! 
(24 wk). Should get fancy $9,000. 
Last week. $8.500. : 

Harris ‘Harris) (2.100; 65-85'— 
“Playgirl” (U) and “Drums Across 
River” (U). Looks light 35.000 or | 
less. Last week, 
American Wife” (Col), $3.500. 

Penn (Loew’s) 
“Student Prince” (M-G) ‘(2d wk). 
Winding up at fair $16,000, to give 


Last week. -$13,500. 
Squirrel Hill (SW) ‘900; 65-85)— 
Mild $2,- 


“Indiscretion 


(3.300: 85-$1.10—-! 


of many Visi 
Festival. Upbeat is being made de- 
spite few new entries.. “Black 
slerse ee og one of these, 
sha good R 

Guitar” still is sock at Liberty in 
second week. Both “Eiephant Walk” 
at Paramount and “Coins in Foun- 
tain” at Orpheum are fast in sec- 
ond sessions. 


Estimates for This Week 
Breadway ‘Parker) ‘1.890; 65-90) 
—“Black Horse Canyon” ‘U) and 
“Diary of a Playgirl” ‘U). 
$7,000. Last week, “Mad Magician” 
(Col) and “Iron Glove” ‘Col), $5,- 
800 


Liberty ‘Hamrick) (1.875; 65-90) 
—*Johnny Guitar” (Rep) and “Sun 
Shines Bright’ ‘Rep) ‘2d wk-5 
days). Sock $7,000 after $10.600 
opening week. 

Oriental (Evergreen) ‘2.000: $1- 
$1.25)\—“River Of No Return” 
(20th) (5th wk). Oke $3,000. Last 
week, $3,300. 

m (Evergreen) ‘1.600: $1- 
$1.25\—"Three Coins In Eountain™ 
(20th) (2d wk). 
$10.000. Last week, $11.000. 

Parameunt ‘Port-Par) ‘3.400: 65- 
90\—“Elephant Walk” ‘Par) and 
“Calling Scotland Yard” (Par) ‘2d 
wk). Lofty $7,000. Last week, 


United Artists ‘Parfier) (890: 65- 


/90}—"Indiscretion American Wife” 


(Col). Slim $3.500. Last week, “Top 
Banana” (UA), $3,300. 





‘Coins’ Boffo $26,000, 


D.C.; ‘Dial M’ 9',G, 2d 
Washington, June 8. 

Most of the mainstem activity 

centering around “Three Coins in 

a Fountain”, at Loew's Palace. This 


the, world and the emergence of house some relief from recent|is by far heftiest of four new ene 
| Adam and Eve while subsequent | woes. 


;} tomes will describe the role of: ; 
| Abraham, the foundation of Israel, “Golden Coach” (Indie). 


tries. “Flame and Flesh” at Loew's 
Capitol opened well Other two 
neweomers, “Witness to Murder” 


000 and won't hold.-Last week, at Loew's Columbia and “Border 


$1.700. 

Stanley ‘SW) 
“Long Wait’ (UA). Grabbed news- 
paper space when Peggie Castle 
and Shawn Smith from cast came 
here for personals three 
fore opening. Looks like $11.000, 
best here in some time. Likely will 


lamp pearance of Moses, as well as the “Helly and Ivy” (Indie) (2d wk), | — at RKO Keith’s are on weak 
: ‘ side. 
(3.800: 65-85)\— | steady,-with “Dial M For Murder” 


Holdevers are generally 


fancy in second round. 


i Estimates fer This Week 
oton “Witnn 4 Capitel ‘Loew’'s) (3.434; 60-90\— 


“Flame and Flesh” ‘(M-G). Opened 
-well on Sunday (‘(6'!: Last week, 


#- 2 + . . 
hold. Last week. “Dial M For Mur- ¢8e, at Red River” (20th) plus 


der” (‘WB), $9.500. over hopes. 

Warner ‘SW) (1.200; $1.25-$2.65) 
—‘“Cinerama” (Indie) (26th wk). 
Holding its own under trying con- 
ditions. Under okay $10,000. _ It 
nosed just over that last week with 
holiday help. 





| TORONTO 


| (Continued from page 8) 


“Kidnappers” ‘Rank) ‘8th wk). 
| Phenomenal biz at $7,500. Last 
week, same. 

| Imperial (FP) (3.373; 60-$1)— 
| “River of No Return” (20th) (3d 
|wk). Neat $11,000 Last week, 


“Executive Suite” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Good $9,500. Last week, $12.000. 
(2.390: 50-90)— 
“Siege at Red River” (20th). Sad 
$9,000. Last week, “Salome” (Col), 


000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2.386; 50-85)— 
“Carnival Story” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Light $8,000. Last week. $11,000. 

Towne (‘Taytor) ‘695; 50-80)— 
“Mariag O Prison Camp” (FD). 
Big $6,800 or better. Last week, 
“Living Desert’ (Disney) (10th wk), 
$3,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2.745; 65-80)— 
“Johnny Guitar” (Rep). Big $17.- 


Odeon ‘Rank? 


(M-G), $11,000 in 8 days. 


BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 


“Golden Mask” (UA). Dull $16,000. 
Last week, “Secret of Incas” ‘Par) 
and “Loophole” (AA), $17,500. 

Orpheum (Loew's) (3,000; 65-$1) 
—‘Student Prince” (M-G). Opened 
strongly Saturday (5). ; 
“Executive Suite’ (M-G) (3d wk), 
nice $8,500. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 50-90) 
—Dial M for Murder” (WB) (2d 
wk). Fine $10,000 following $17,500 
first week. 








Piletim (ATC) (1,800; 60-95)— 
“Black Horse Canyon” (U) and 
| “Both Sides of Law” ‘(U). Mildish 
' $10,000. Last week. sub-runs. 
| State (Loew's) (3.500;. 65-$1)— 
“Student Prince” ‘M-G), Opened 
fair on Saturday (5) Last week, 
“Executive. Suite’ (M-G) (3d wk), 


i fair $6,500, 


000. Last week, “Flame and Flesh” | 


Last week, | 


_vaude topped by Martha Raye, bet- 
| ter than hoped for at $31,000 with 
tilted scale. 

Celumbia ‘Loew’s) (1,174; 60-80) 
—*Witness to Murder’ (U). Okay 
$6.000. Last week, “Elephant Walk” 
| (M-G) (5th wk), $7,000 in 8 days. 

: Metrepelitan ‘SW) (1.200: 60-80) 


| —“Dial M for Murder” ‘WB) ‘2d 
wk). Fancy $9,500 after $14,000 
ilast week. 

| Palace ‘Loew's) (2,370; 65-95)— 


“Three Coins in Fountain” (20th) 
Socko $26,000 to top town. Holds. 
Last week, ““Casanova’s Big Night” 
‘Par, $12,000. 

Playhouse ‘Lopert) (435: 55-$1)— 
“Knock on Wood” ‘Par). Firm $5,- 
500. Last week, $6,000. Holds. 

Warner ‘SW) ‘1.300; $1.20-$2.40) 
;—“Cinerama” (Indie) (30th wk). 
Okay $13,000 after $14,500 last 
week. Holds on. 

Trans-Lux ‘T-L) ‘600; 70-$1.25'— 
“French Line” (RKO) ‘4th wk). Big 
$7,000. Last week, $8,000. Stays. 


DENVER 


‘Continued from page 9) 
| (2th wk). Fancy $15,000. Last week, 
$15,500. 

Denham ‘Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
—“Elephant Walk” (Par) (3d wk). 
Fair $7,000. Last week, $7.500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 50-85) — 
|“Witness to Murder” 

“Song of Land” (UA). Slow $5,000. 

Last week, “Johnny Guitar” ‘Rep) 
;and “Sun Shines Bright” (Rep), 
| $7.000 








|” Esquire (Fox) (742; 50-85) — 
|!“Witness to Murder” (UA) and 
\“Song of the Land” (UA). Mild 


| $1,500. Last week, “Johnny Guitar” 
)(Rep) and “Sun Shines Bright 


| (Rep), $2,000. 
Orpheum ‘ RKO) (2,600; 50-85)— 
\“Student Prince” ‘(M-G) and 


i“Stormy” (Indie) (2d wk). Modest 
| $7,000. Last week, $8,000. 

| Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 50- 
85)\—“Indiscretion American Wife 
‘Col) and “Saracen Blade” ‘Co!). 
'Good $11,000. Last week, “Dial M 
\for Murder” (WB) and “Personal 
| Affair” (UA), $12,000. 

Taber (Fox) (1,967; 50-85)—“Cat 
Women of the Moon” (Indie) and 
|“Four-Sided Triangle” ‘Indie’. 
| Light $2,000. Last week, “i.one 
Gun” (UA) and “Kill Him for Me 
; (UA), $3,000. 


Holding at fast - 








ey. 
Hs 

5 

‘ 


LOOSE T PIR Ry Pe” 





ERE PTET ERT 





a te a i tel ee th 





errr sera 


EL ey 





TET TRE IS ee a 





ew program next fall. 


Wednesday, June 9, 1954 


VARIETY 


RADI0O-TELEVISION 





23 " 
, 








THEY LAUGHED AT MY SPECS’ 


June Bustin’ Out for ABC, DuM 


Just as April and May are now becoming the traditional months 
for both NBC-TV and CBS-TV to crystallize their new fall pro- 
gramming schedules and finalize sponsorship deals, it’s becoming 
equally axiomatic that June belongs to ABC and DuMont. The 
situation is particularly applicable to bankrollers who, frozen 
out of CBS and NBC time periods in the final wrapup of the new 
season’s tv schedules, are taking no chances on being left high 
and dry and turn to ABC or DuMont for the best time-program 


availabilities. 


With but one or two loose ends and segments still awaiting 
sponsor signaturing, both CBS and NBC are SRO (nighttime) for 
the upcoming fall season. For the mere handful of availabilities 


remaining, there is a host of 


prospective clients, with many 


doomed to disappointment. It’s a cinch that more than a few of 
these, between now and June 30, will be talking turkey to ABC 
and DuMont officials in finalizing their fall programming plans. 








NBC’s Gotta Wash That Shampoo 


Conflict 


Out of Its TY Hair 





NBC-TV has a chance of grab-+— 


bing off an alternate sponsor for 
the Saturday night “Hit Parade” 
show, if it can satisfactorily resolve 
a product conflict. Hudnut has no- 
tified the network that it’s inter- 
ested in sharing the 10:30 to 11 
“Hit Parade” tab with Lucky 
Strike. 

However, only last week the net- 
work signatured a deal with Ar- 
mour for the latter to bankroll (on 
alternate weeks) a new musical 
show going inte the preceding 10 
to 10:30 period. The only rub is 
that Armour, like Hudnut, has a 
shampoo it wants te plug. And 
web protocol forbids back-to-back 
commercials for rival products. 

Since there'll be an every fourth 
week preemption of the Armour 
show for the Max Liebman spec- 
taculars, plus the skip-a-week pat- 
tern for the clients, the web is try- 
ing to work an agreement whereby 
Armour and Hudnut will alternate 
in plugging ether than shampoo 
products on those weeks when 
they're both on. 


‘Omnibus’ Pacts 
Canadian Client 
“Omnibus” has nabbed its sec- 
ond sponsor in an unusual pact 
under which a Canadian firm 
latches on to the CBS-TV 90- 
minuter whose third season will 
tee off Oct. 17 under the TV-Radio 
Workshop of the Ford Foundation. 
Outfit is Aluminium Limited, a 
major producer of aluminum. (The 
“odd” spelling in the title is the 
common form of the word alumi- 
num in countries other than the 
U. S.) Contract arrangements were 
made through a U. S. subsidiary 
of the Canadian company, which 
Supplies aluminum ingot te the 
fabricating industry here. It will 
mark the company’s tv debut. 
Other sponsor of four available 
on “Omnibus” is Scott Paper Co., 


with both underwriters repped by 
J. Walter Thompson. 


JOHNSON & JOHNSON 
BUYS IMOGENE COCA 


Wtih NBC-TV's “Show of Shows” 
havjng gone into its finale on Sat- 
urday (5) amid weeped overtones 
by the cast, there was some post- 


show cheer in that costar Imogene 
Coca has won a sponsor for her 
Johnson & 
Johnson, the surgical supplier, has 
bought 10 minutes of the 9 to 9:30 
Saturday Slot, leaving two to go. 
:, & J was a “Show of Shows” par- 
‘cipant. Miss Coca’serstwhile col- 
jaborator, Sid Caesar, will kick off 
us Monday ‘full hour in the fall 
With three sponsors for an SRO 
Wrapup. 
tea em of Shows” cast was par- 
- by the web immediately after 
= windup, with prexy Pat Weaver 
aceding up a delegation that de- 
rr upon the Rainbow Room 
op New York’s RCA Bldg. to 
kudose the troupe. 








Goner With the Wind 


Florida Citrus has an un- 
usual clause written into its 
contract for sponsorship of 
“20 Questions” on ABC-TV 
and the Tom Moore radio 
show on Mutual. 

It provides that, in the 
event of a crop-damaging hur- 
ricane, Fiorida Citrus has the 
right te cancel out of the 
shows. 


Philharmonic In 
Bid to Toscy For 
Pension Concert 


Arturo Toscanini is already tell- 
ing intimates that, health permit- 
ting, he'll be in there batoning the 
final concert of next season’s N. Y. 
Philharmonic Orchestra at Car- 
negie Hall as a benefit for the mu- 
sicians’ pension fund. 

The invitation for Toscy to re- 
turn to the orchestra with which 
he was long identified (before the 
creation of the now-disbanded NBC 
Symphony Orchestra) was extended 
a couple of weeks ago and it’s re- 
ported that the maestro, who to all 
intents and purposes “retired” a 
couple months back, has been full 


“ 





the bid. 
Toscy brought the NBC musi- 


privilege and honor to be reunited 
with the m-estro) to freshen up 





cians together last Thursday and} 
Saturday ‘some flew in from other} 
parts of the country, deeming it a) 
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$14 000,000 NBC 
PHMBLE PAYS OFF 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


In one of those “now it can be 
told” stories, there’s a collective 
sigh of relief emanating these days 
from within the portals of the NBC 
organization that can be heard re- 
echoing up and down N. Y.’s Madi- 
son Ave. ad row. For only now, 
with $14,000,000 stashed away in 
the tv coffers to insure commercial 
success of the Saturday-Sunday- 
Monday Max Liebman-Leland Hay- 
ward spectaculars for the °54-’55 
season, dare the NBC boys con- 
template just how far out on a 
limb they went,’not only in court- 
ing tv disaster for the network and 
the whole future career of prexy 
Pat Weaver as Mr. Innovator, but 
in upsetting the traditional pattern 
of program and time sales. 

A lIoct of the agency fraternity 
undoubtedly hate Weaver & Co. 
and wouldn’t be averse to pulling 
the rug out from under him, but 
even they must now concede that, 
at the risk of NBC going for broke, 
the web has successfully hurdled 
the multiple obstacles that stood in 
the way by tossing the standard 30- 
minute and 60-minute weekly pro- 
gram sales acceptance out the vrin- 
dow and asking the advertiser and 
the agency to hold still for a whole 
new concept in programming. 

And ironically as it sounds, even 
those sponsors that got the rough- 
est treatment—such as Speidel, 
whose show was kicked out of its 
Monday night berth to permit for 
the new realignment—reembraced 
the network and hopped aboard 
the Sid Caesar show. 

Same Treatment to RCA 

Same treatment was accorded 
RCA (perhaps in this instance not 
too treacherous, since it’s the par- 
ent company of NBC), whose Den- 
nis Day show was given the Mon- 
day night heave to make way for 
the “Medic” series and the one-a- 
month Hayward superdupers. But 
| RCA was among the first to be en- 
| listed for the bigtime specs, shar- 
ing the $5,000,000 seasonal tab with 
| Ford for the “13 by Hayward.” 
Also out of the “black magic” bag 
is the Kudner agency acceptance 





of enthusiasm and excitement over) of another Weaver innovation, the | 


Kudner boys now deciding to pour 
‘its U. S. Tobacco coin into the 
“Home” and “Today” shows in re- 
turn for being kicked out of the 
Thursday night NBC time to make 
room for “Lux Video Theatre.” 


True, there were 





Can the Caesar-Leland Hayward 
Mon. Punch On NBC Overtake CBS’ 
Godfrey-Lucy’ TV Supremacy? 


at 
¥ 





Firestone To ABC 


Firestone is swinging its 
“Voice of Firestone” simulcast 
over to ABC next Monday 
(14) to keep its five-year rec- 
ord of continuous simulcast 
alive. Final decision was made 


Sunday (6), .with the an- 
mouncement coming Monday 
night. It’s a longterm com- 


mitment to ABC, with the 
show remaining in the Mon- 
day at 8:30 slot. 

Initial ABC simuleast (14) 
will be without a studio audi- 
ence, ~originating from ABC's 
studio TV-1. Following week 
(21) preems the N. Y. Para- 
mount Theatre originations, 
with the United Paramount 
$.500-seater closing shop late 
Monday afternoons, getting 
the tele audience in for the 
show, then resuming its film 
presentations after the simul- 
cast. Howard Barlow orch 
and chorus continues. Fred 
Heider will produce for ABC. 


NBC Gets Equal 
Time on NBC To 











Answer Firestone 


In one of the few instances on | 
record in which a television spon- ; 
sor availed himself of his own | 
show to publicly air his grievance | 
aaginst a network, Firestone last | 
week informed its tv viewers that, | 
in effect, it had been ousted from | 
its Monday night 8:30 to 9 NBC-! 
TV slot to make way for the Sid! 
Ceasar show and that it was forced , 





to cancel out because the network | 
refused to find an evening time | 
slot for the program. Hugh | 
James, 
made the announcement shortly | 











} 
; 
; 
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| 
| 
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after the opening of last week's | 
(next to last) program, with re-| 
sult that, at the conclusion of the | 
stanza, NBC made an announce- | 
ment of its own—that it would 
take equal time to answer Fire- | 
stone on the following week's | 
closing program. (NBC was irked | 
over the James statement because | 
of the web’s contention that. in 
addition to offering Firestone Sun- 


casualties, | day afternoon time as a substitute, 


One of the more interesting of 
the intramural network battles 
shaping up for the fall is the NBC 
vs. CBS Monday night tv situation, 
with the former web now confident 
that Columbia’s longtime supre- 
macy, sparked by the “Talent 
Scouts”-“Lucy” back- to-back par- 
lay, is at long last in serious jeop- 
ardy. 

It took a lot of doing, such as 
tossing out such veteran bankroll- 
ers as Firestone, not to mention 
knocking off a brace of other com- 
mercials, Dennis Day and “Name 
That Tune,” to pave the way for 
the whole new program realign- 
ment, and on the basis of the com- 
petitive lineups the battle for the 
Monday night ratings pre-guaran- 
tees some added excitement for 
the '54-'55 season. 

Fact that CBS has come a-crop- 
per smack in the middle of its 
strong Monday night schedule with 
the Red Button casualty, with no 
decision as yej on a successor show 
for General Foods, provides an 
added fillip in the two-way battle 
for supremacy. There's been a re- 


| port that GF wouldn't be averse 


to latching on to the new Ronald 
Colman “Halls of Ivy” filmed se- 
ries for the Buttons slot and this 
might well contribute toward the 
final weighing of the NBC vs. CBS 
scales. 

Heregs the scorecard on the ri- 
valry: 

8 to 9 pm.: Sid Caesar on NBC 
vs. Burns & Allen and “Talent 
Scouts” on CBS. 

9 to 9:30: The new “Medic” se- 
ries on NBC vs. “I Love Lucy” on 


9:30 to 10: “Robert Montgomery 


| Presents” on NBC vs. the still-to- 


be-picked Gen. Foods show on 


10 to 10:30: Robert Montgomery 
vs. “Studio One.” 

In addition, NBC is looking to 
its one-a-month supplementary 
Monday punch—the 8 to 9:30 Le- 


land Hayward spectaculars — to 
help turn the trick in overtaking 
amnouncer on the show, | CBS. 


Everybody s On 





A Teacher Kick 


Teacher gets the big play on net- 


i'work video next season, with three 
new shows on the ‘54-55 agenda 





portions of .1e¢ “Masked Ball” re-| 
cording prior to its RCA Victor re-| , quarter-century sponsorship mar- 
lease. The musicians say that, un-| rjage with the web for having the 
like the emotional, wrought-up| Monday “Firestone Hour” yanked 


Firestone, for example, terminating 





Toscy of his “farewell” NBC ap-| out of its longtime berth. There 
om gmt he . the maestro of| were even more serious hazards 
oe, nga te the champ” in his involved, such as asking Colgate, 
| ciel wae tour dadterinanhe bia | Which even this season has spent 
|will rest with NBC is something ee eeeae Weer Ea tay 
else again, in view of the estab-| 5355 every fourth week for the 
id Renn cue. Rit tenes eo 
Tosey, should he-do the Pension stval client, Hasel Bumep. 
+ se .. ae bet Seema | share the 8 to 9 time for the one- 
ene Conger, Ww roadcast- 3 month bigbigbig show. Latest 


= Ee the Columbia network | communiques show that NBC will 
acuees. get away with this, too. 


In innovating the specs as his 
| biggest gamble to date, and sad- 
Olds Drops Edwards dling tke web with time and talent 
CBS-TV newscaster Douglas Ed- | commitments to the tune of rough- 
wards has temporarily become the | lY $14,000,000, Weaver played a 
victim of “spectacular fever.” With | “Make or break” game. If he didn't 
Oldsmobile hanging its banner on | Make “Pike's Peak he'd go bust, 
Max Liebman’s Saturday night/| and involve the web in a chain- 
NBC hurrahs starting in Septem- | reaction pattern from which it 
ber, the automaker’s coin will no | Would probably never extricate it- 
longer back Edwards’ Monday- self. 


Wednesday-Friday quarter-hours at | Obviously, it wasn't an overnight 





its horns to throw in its money lot | NBC Greenbrier convention, Weav- 
with the 90-minute gee-whizzers. er initially projected his plan, in 
Columbia, however, is on the move | one of those “they-laughed-when- 
to wrap up a tri-weekly client for | I- set -forth-my-specs” visionary 
the highly rated newsman. 
Edwards’. Tuesday and Thursday | crystallize the pattern, to permit 
segments are underwritten by | renegotiations with clients, talent 
| and agencies on a major scale and 
'te allow enough time for some of 
\the new tv thinking to sink in. 


American Tobacco for Pall Mall, 
which last week put through a/| to 
year-round renewal via SSC&B. 





7:30. It’s a case of Olds pulling in| job. Back in January, ‘51, at the | 


talks. But it took three years to| 


}it also pitched nightime segment to 
ithe client, which had been re- 
| jected.) 

| When the final show rolled 
| around Monday (7), Raymond Fire- 
| stone. exec veepee of the company, 


iwent on the program for the) 
| valedictory and flock of “thank 
i yous.” While it was all fairly 


imild and temperate, he reiterated | 


ithe web's inability clear evening | 
itv time for the show. A “parting 
|in sweet sorrow” telegram was 
iread from prexy Pat Weaver full 
/of regrets that Firestone refused 


| to retain the Monday 8:30 radio. 


{time or a new period offered for 
| the ty segment. 


0.B.To RCA 





casting’s pioneers, has made a vital 
contribution to the industry in 
is moving over to the parent RCA 


|directors last Friday (4) Hanson 
was promoted to post of veepee, 
Operations Engineering, of RCA. 
He will be succeeded by Robert E. 
Shelby, who in turn will report to 
|exee veepee Robert Sarnoff. 

Move is part of a new RCA 
organizational realignment in 
which Dr. Elmer W. Engstrom, 
exec veepee of RCA Laboratories, 
also becomes executive v.p. of Re- 
search and Engineering. 





i 


| ferson 
'teacher, Mr. Peepers. 


O. B. Hanson, who as chief en- | 
gineer of NBC and one of broad-| 


WINSTON CIG PUSH 


charting new engineering patterns. 


At a meeting of the board of | 


playing the pedagogic circuit. This, 
of course, is in addition to the long- 
running Eve Arden “Our Miss 
Brooks” show on CBS-TV and Jef- 
City’s favorite science 


Major item is the filmed “Halls 
of Ivy” series with Ronald Colman 
‘adapted from his erstwhile radio 
series’. Also en tap is the new 
Celeste Holm situation comedy 
show for CBS-TV, in which she'll 
play a teacher role. 

Meanwhile, Columbia is also 
prepping an audition of its “Pro- 


fessor Goes to College” video 
stanza, for which the web has 
ipacted Charles Goldner, in the 


“Pink Tights” musical legiter. 

Ironically, the one mccoy teacher, 
Sam Levenson, doesn’t have his 
own show. 





AIDS ‘MORNING SHOW’ 


R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.’s big 
/push in behalf of its Winston 
Cigaret went into further upbeat 
llast week with the first of skip- 
| week participations in “The Morn- 
| ing Show” on CBS-TV. Weeder’s 
pact is for Tuesday and Thursday 
segments of the 7 to 9 a.m. show, 
presided over by Walter Cronkite. 
On the alternate week schedule the 
contract will run to the end of the 
year. 

i" “Agency is William Esty, 
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NBC DITTOES ON 20% RADIO RATE CUT 


BUT BLAS 





NBC was about as mad as it’s 
possible to be when, on Monday 
(7), it officially set forth its design 
to affiliates for a 20% cut.in night- 
time radio rates and tore its No. 1 
competition to pieces in a. state- 
ment that, were it not for the nice- 
ties of protocol, would have in- 
cluded the specific mention of CBS. 
But anyone who could at least add 
on his fingers knew that Columbia 
was the subject of the rap, since it 
was CBS that had previously put 
through a like reduction on the 
nocturnal tariffs via the discount 
timmick, effective some time in 
August. NBC has dittoed on the 
discount, and will make it effective 
along about the same time. 

For proof of NBC’s uppercase 
burn at its well-heeled aural rival 
it's only necessary to quote its 
statement: 

“NBC, in order to maintain its 
competitive position in the face 
of another round of ‘price cutting’ 
by another network, has found it 
necessary to reduce prices to the 
advertiser and compensation to its 
affiliated stations for evening radio 
network time. In a message to 
radio affiliates, NBC pledged that 
its action, made unavoidable by a 
major competitor's ’act of despera- 
ion,’ would not deter its continu- 
ing effort to advance the NBC 
radio nework’s program and sales 
position. . 

‘Contrary to Best Interests’ 


“The NBC message pointed out 
that the action of its competition 
in initiating a third price cut in 





| . ‘Tonight’ Blueprint 


NBC-TV has gone to work on its 
projected “Tonight” series and al- 
ready it’s assumed something of a 
Task Force Operation. This is the 
late night counterpart of the morn- 
ing “Today” show and the fore- 
noon “‘Home” program which will 
star Steve Allen in an elaboration 
| of his present WNBT (N. Y.) show- 
| case, with the “Today” and “Home” 
| sales patterns also carrying over to 
| the new entry. 

Here’s the “Tonight” timetable 
as scheduled for an early fall pre- 
miere: From 11:30 to midnight the 

| program will be seen in the east 
i only. From midnight to 1 a.m. it 
will be seen ip the east and the 
central zones. And from 1 to 1:30 
a.m. only the central zones will get 
ithe pickup. 

Dick Pinkham and Mort Werner 

| are on top of the project. 


Sumner Kine Circuit 
For CBS-TV in N.Y., L.A., 
Chi—Or Bard On a Bike 


Three of CBS’ owned-and-oper- 
ated tv stations have set up a sum- 
| mertime kinescope circuit embrac- 
ing shows strictly in the educa- 
tional-cultural sphere. Kine bicy- 


cling loop takes in New York 
(WCBS-TV), Chicago (WBBM-TV) 











four years was ‘depreciating the | and Los Angeles (KNXT). Gotham 
value of America’s basic communi-/| receives from the Coast outlet 13 
cations medium’ and was ‘contrary of the 18 image orthicon lectures 


to the best interests of radio sta- 
tions and networks.’ 

“In order to maintairg its sales 
momentum in the face of such 
practices, NBC advised its affili- 
ates that it will re-price its evening 
time, as may be necessary to 
meet the competition, through a 
revision of discounts. In order to 
accomplish this, the network pro- 
posed that the affiliates agree to a 
20° reduction in compensation 
for evening network business.” 

Then Pat Weaver, NBC prexy, 
seconded the motion as follows: 

“NBC network radio is on the 
Way up as a result of our policies. 
We have been taking affirmative 
and constructive steps in support 
of network radio by developing 
new values for the medium, its cli- 
ents, and its audience through net- 
work participation opportunities 
and programming geared to pres- 
ent interests. The results speak 


(Continued on page 30) 


Taylor Now Exec 
Asst. to O'Neil 


J. Glen Taylor has been named 
executive assistant to Tom O'Neil, 
topper of Mutual and all the Gen- 
era] Teleradio properties, Taylor, 
who has Jong been No. 2 man un- 
der O'Neil, had until now only car- 
ried the title of administrative 
veep. 

Appointment appears to be pub- 





'delivered by Dr. Frank Baxter 
| under the title of “Shakespeare on 
i TV.” Dr. Baxter is prof. of Eng- 
'lish literature at the U. of South- 
'ern California. His discourses on 
| the Bard have been widely kudosed 
|and college credits are awarded to 
‘qualifying viewers. In return, 
| WCBS-TV is sending KNXT a full 
leycle of its “Here Is the Past,” 
|dubbed tv's first underground 
‘show because of its urban (N. Y.) 
archeological theme and of general 
public interest now as a result of 
the Giza Pyramid discoveries in 
Egypt. Chi outlet is a receiver 
rather than a contributor. It gets 
the Shakespeare series in seauence 
{after usage in N. Y. and will then 
send the kines back to the Coast. 

N. Y. wiil launch the Bardology 
on Saturday (12) in the 2:45-3:30 
slot for a Saturday uppercase bloc 
that will open with “Camera 
Three” and close with “An Eye 
On New York,” with “Shakespeare 
on TV” in the middle. Latter will 
have three parts on “Henry V,” 
three on “Othello” and five on 
“Hamlet” that will include a prefa- 
tory session. Other two to make up 
the 13 will be an opening billed 
| “Conventions: of the Old Theatre” 
land a concluding recap of the lec- 
ture skein. 


- 


D.C. Likely as Scene 





Washington, June 8. 
Site for the 1955 convention of 
ithe National Assn. of Radio and 
|TV Broadcasters will be deter- 
|}mined at the regular semi-annual 





Of Next NARTB Meet 





ile ee ae duties Taylor | meeting of NARTB directors be- 
- — dio. by O'Neill's father, | emns —— 21 at mee rag tame 
iera ; Neil's ,| Hotel here. It’s expected the direc- 
head of all General Tire holdings. ltors will decide " Washington 
badge has shared administrative | providing hotel facilities adequate 
Schmid. in charge ef alee, savere| Gee Oe ee we 
Pre kt 9 hic “4 Saies, ‘ - | found. 
tising and flack. Jim Wallen, head- | Meeting will be the first to be 


ing up finance, and Pete Johnson, | 
; ~? + attended by newly-elected members 
boss of production, station relations y C = 


and engineering. Taylor was and 
still is administrative veep in 
charge of policy. 

With the recent addition of 
WHBQ and WHBQ-TV, Memphis, 
Teleradio holdings stretch to Mu- 


tual, the Yankee and Don Lee 
regional networks, WOR and 
WOR-TY, New York. the Ww 


GT film division, plus several other 
stations. Taylor’s promotion will re- 
lieve the president of many more 
of the operating details that come 
with the enlarged operation. 
Taylor, on the exec committee of 
General Teleradio and its board of 
directors and the Mutual board, be- 
fore joining the younger O'Neil in 
*52 was for 12 years with General 
Tire and Rubber. 


of the radio and tv-boards. It will 
also mark the first appearance of 
| John F. Meagher as NARTB vice- 
president for radio. Meagher re- 
,tires as a member of the radio 


, board next week. 


| Staley’s ‘B’fast Club’ Buy 


Chicago, June 8. 

ABC-TV signed A. E. Staley Co. 
for two-a-week quarter-hour spon- 
|sorship of the tv version of the 
| ‘Breakfast Club” simulcast. Client 
| takes over the Tuesday and Thurs- 
| day 8:30 a.m. portion starting July 
| 29. Ruthrauff & Ryan set the deal. 
| Sale gives ABC-TV four “Break- 
fast Club” tv clients, with Philco, 
| Quaker Oats and Swift the others. 





STS CBS TAKING INITIATIVE 


FRAN ALLISON MAY 
GET OWN AM SHOW 


Chicago, June 8. 


With Procter & Gamble moving 
the NBC radio version of ‘“Wel- 
come Travelers” out of its longtime 
morning berth into an afternoon 
slot as of June 28, the Chi NBC 
program plotters are pitching the 
homeoffice brass a _ cross-the- 
boarder built around Fran Allison 
for the open slot. “Travelers” has 
long held down the 9 a.m. (CDT) 
teeoff slot for NBC’s daytime line- 
up and its afternoon rescheduling 
leaves the web casting around for 
a strong replacement. 

As blueprinted by Chi NBC pro- 
gram chief Ben Park, the daily 
hour-hour strip would feature Miss 
Allison, assisted by Don Murphy 
and perhaps one to two supporting 
personalities and a musical group, 
in a fluidly formatted show em- 
bracing guest interviews and audi- 
ence participations. 

If NBC decides to give the pro- 
posed show a ride, it’ll require 
some fast footwork by Miss Alli- 
son who works ABC’s “Breakfast 
Club” three times weekly in the 
8 to 9 a.m. period. 

With the tv portion of “Travel- 
ers” moving from NBC to CBS, 
P&G is putting the AM version 
into the 2 to 2:30 p.m. mooring be- 
ing vacated by the axed “Road of 
Life” and “Life Can Be Beautiful” 
soapers. 





To Start July 28: 
Fortune at Stake 


Washington, June 8. 

The die was cast last week in the 
case of Edward Lamb, Toledo, O., 
attorney-broadcaster-publisher and 
Democratic Party bigwig, with the 
setting of hearings to begin July 
28 before the FCC on questions as 
to his loyalty to the American form 
of government. At stake are 
Lamh’s broadcast properties (three 
AM and one TV), a construction 
permit for a TV station, and three 
TV applications. 

In ordering the hearing, the 
Commission said that despite 
Lamb’s categorical denials that 
he had ever’ been affiliated 
with Communist or Communist- 
front organizations it was “still un- 
able to conclude” that renewal of 
his license for WICU (TV) in Erie, 
Pa., “would be in the public inter- 
est, convenience and necessity and 
that, therefore, a hearing thereon 
is necessary.” 

The Commission specified three 
issues on which testimony will be 
taken: (1) To determine whether 
sworn statements made by Lamb to 
the Commission denying that he 
had ever advocated the Communist 
form of government are true; (2) 
charges by Lamb in a complaint 

(Continued on page 28) 


WALTER LAW TOP _ 
CENSOR FOR MUTUAL 


Mutual Broadcasting’s continuity 
|}acceptance (censor) department 
| has completed its face-changing, 
| with the naming of a new head and 
new second-in-command _ this 
Walter Law, formerly in 
| charge of continuity for WOR and 
WOR-TV, N. Y. (other General 
Teleradio holdings besides Mu- 
tual), is in to replace Dorothy 
Kemble, who ankled last month. 
Most recently, Marion Lenox, Miss 
Kemble’s right-hander, turned in 
her resignation and has been re- 
placed by Lori Ebert. 

In the web sales department the 
appointment of Sidney P. Allen 
as eastern sales manager, to replace 
Jack Overall, has been confirmed. 
Allen was formerly administrative 
manager of web sales. Tom Paro, 
with Mutual in Chi since ’48, has 
been added to the N. Y. sales staff. 

Miss Kemble, it is understood, 
will engage in freelance scripting 
for the time being, 











la 
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© “Pass Me The Sliderule’ © 


With the selling season in full swing, it’s time for the network 
program boys to take out their sliderules once again to determine 
commissionable program price. That “double standard” that exists 
among agencies, some adding commission to net program price 
and others taking it off the gross price, means a lot of extra work 
for the nets, but it also means-extra coin from some clients, de- 
pending on how their agencies calculate. gine 

Here’s how it works: A show costs $10,000 and the agency simply 
adds 15% commission. Then gross price is $11,500, with the net 
getting $10,000 and the client shelling out the extra $1,500. For 
the agency who takes its 15% off the top, though, the network has 
to calculate another gross price, since 15% of $11,500 would come 
to only $9,770. So the web figures the commission at 17.65%, 


bringing the gross up to $11,765. 


Then the agency’s 15% commis- 


sion brings the net down to $10,000. Agency has the option of using 


either method, the network doesn’t care. 


But for a $50,000 show, 


the-difference in figuring commission can cost a client $1,325 a 


week. 








WNBC-WNBT's $1,000,000 Client 
As Year-Rounder, Plus Pabst Cola 


«> 





Bob Sarnoff to Europe 


Robert W. Sarnoff, executive 
veepee of NBC, planes to Europe 
tomorrow (Thurs.) with first stop 
London, where he’ll huddle with 
BBC on exchange of vidpix. 

He and Mrs. Samoff will then 
light out for the Swiss Alps for a 
month’s vacation. 


‘TV as New Pulpit’ 
Rabbinical Theme At 
Gotham Workshop Today 


That video is being eyed more 
and more for use by clergymen is 
evidenéed by the second annual 





| Rabbinical Television Workshop, 


Ed Lamb Hearings | 


sponsored by tke N. Y. Boaid of 
Rabbis and ‘the local American 
Jewish Committee. The workshop, 
to be held today (Wed.) and Thurs- 
day, has as its theme, “Television 
the New Pulpit.” 

DuMont’s studios in New York 
house today’s sessions, where in- 
dustry speakers will include Du- 
Mont’s Jim Caddigan, director of 
programming and production; Rod- 
ney Chipp, its engineering topper; 
Al Hollander, operations chief; 
Werner Michel, exec producer, and 
Joan Thompson, religious program 
supervisor. Aside from DuMont 
personnel, another tradesman slat- 
ed for appearance is Morton Wish- 
engrad, radio-video scripter. 

Tomorrow, from Berg Hall, other 
speakers will be Martin Hoade, di- 
rector of NBC’s “Frontiers of 
Faith”; Robert O’Bradovich, NBC 
makeup artist; Tex McCrary, NBC 
commentator; Paul Sylbert, video 
art director, and Dr. George Croth- 
ers, CBS-TV boss of public affairs. 


Larus Calls It Quits On 
DuM ‘Plainclothesman’ 


Larus Bros. ankles sponsorship 
of DuMont’s “Plainclothesman” 
June 13, after three years without 
a bréak in the Sunday night slot. 
The stanza’s 23 or 24 markets 
weren't sufficient and video costs 
were too “prohibitive” to permit 
expansion, according to agency 
Warwick & Legler. 

Agency maintained that the prob- 
lem was not with the show, but 
with the nature of the advertised 
product itself. Larus, which manu- 
factures Edgeworth and Holiday 
tobacco and ciggies in addition to 
other items, found that results for 
its products varied widely in dif- 
ferent. tv markets, and over and 
above them there were areas not 
getting sufficient plugging. Larus’ 
near-future plans apparently hinge 
on printed media. 


‘RCA Thru The Years’ 


NBC is working on a one-shot 
“RCA Through the Years” fanfare 
to be slotted June 25 in the Phil 
Harris-Alice Faye radio time. RCA 
is the Coast duo’s regular sponsor 
and their last show of the season 
is the Friday previously. 

Kenyon & Eckhardt agency is 
handling the arrangements. 











Tom O'Neil to Coast 
Tom O'Neil, topper at General 
Teleradio and Mutual, left for the 
West Coast Monday (7) to huddle 
with his Film Division and Don 
Lee network execs. 


- 


NBC’s radio and tv flagships in 
New York—WNBC and WNBT— 
have wrapped up a deal whereby 
Hudson Paper & Pulp Corp. will 
hop on to major programs and per- 
sonalities year-round. Household 
tissue outfit is putting an estimated 
$1,000,000 on the line in a pact 
worked out between William 
Mazer, exec v.p. of Hudson, and 
Hamilton Shea, general manager of 
the web’s o&o’s in Gotham. If the 
coin is not the largest radio-ty 
spread for local stations, it’s up 
there pitching for that kind of 
supremacy. 

On the video end, the programs 
encompassed are the Herb Sheldon 
show at 9 a.m., with plugs to be 
handled alternately by Sheldon 
himself and Josephine McCarthy, 
whose segment is “Josie’s Kitchen”; 
at 1:30 on ‘“‘Here’s Looking At 
You,” the Richard Willis makeup 
and fashion stanza currently being 
shown in color tv; and at 6:30 p.m, 


on the Faye Emerson & Skitch: 


Henderson show. 


In radio, Hudson has taken the 
Allyn Edwards show at 6:30 a.m., 
Kenneth Banghart newscasts at 
noon, Jim Coy show consisting of 
pop recorded music, Herb Sheldon 
at 2:05, and Jim Coy again at 6:25 
with “Time for Music.” 

All talent bought will pitch in 
with transcribed spot plugs, chain- 
breaks and ID’s on both stations. 
Hudson agency is the Biow Co. 

Hoffman Beverage, a division of 
Pabst Brewing, will launch a 
heavy daytime campaign on WNBC 
and WNBT next Monday (14) for 
Tap-A-Cola, a new canned cola 
drink. Warwick & Legler, ad 
agency for the sponsor, has speci- 
fied for tv a pair of crossboard 
capsule weather shows featuring 
bandleader Ray McKinley at 8:55 
a.m. and 2:55 p.m.; minute spots 
throughout the week and plugs on 
“Hopalong Cassidy,” “Cisco Kid,” 
“Tales of Wild West” and “Bar-4- 
Ranch.” 

Aural side includes one-minute 
and 20-second announcement skeds. 


Pitt's UHF Hiatus 
On All Live Shows 


Pittsburgh, June 8. 

WENS, UHF Channel) 16 here, 
announced last week that it was 
dropping all local live programs 
for the summer beginning Friday 
(11) and woula operate at ‘east 
until middle of September with 
network shows and film. 

Larry Israel, general manager 
of WENS, said the move “is being 
made in the interest of economy 
during summer months.” Tele- 
casting of weekend away-from- 
home Pirates’ baseball games will 
not be affected by the new sched- 
ule since they originate out of 
town and do not require studio 
personnel here. 

WENS made a deal with the 
unions whereby commercials of 
weekend Pirates’ baseball tele- 
casts of away-from-home games for 
Atlantic Refining Co., Quaker 
State Coca-Cola Co. and Braunt 
Baking Co. would continue live 
until end of National League sea- 
son, and ditto for Duquesne Brew- 
ing Co.’s “Warm-Up Time,” with 
/Ken Hildebrand and Charlie Gar- 
ratt, which precedes each of the 








games. 
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Termites Subversive in Canada 


Ottawa; June 8. 


Members of Canada’s parliament last week critized the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. for (a) airing scripts “following the Commu- 
nist line,” (b) airing ene by Reuben Ship, former Holiywood 
screenwriter deported from the U. S., (c) being a “monopoly.” 
(CBC controls the issuance>.f licenses to private stations and to 
some extent controls their broadcasting.) 

John Blackmore, Social Credit party member who has sev- 
eral times praised Sen. Joseph McCarthy, attacked as “subtly in- 
doctrinating Canadians with the Communist attitude” two radic 
talks by Dr. Brock Chisholm, Canadian psychiatrist and first di- 
rector of the World Health Organization; and a half-hour talk on 
termites, which he termed Communist “because it indoctrinated 


the people on evolution.” 


Frank E. Lennard, Progressive Conservative, asked if the CBC 
knew that Ship, author of “The Investigator,” had been deported 


from the U. S. 


weekly “Stage 54” for the season, 


The one-hour radio play, which wound up the 


had an investigator go to heaven 


and grill Thomas Jefferson, Tom Paine, John Stuart Mill, Milton, 
Socrates and other famous unorthodox thinkers. The investigator's 


methods were similar to those used by Sen. McCarthy, 


Allan produced the script. 


Andrew 


Cabinet Minister H. E. McCann replied that CBC, while re- 
sponsible for the breadcasting of all scripts, “is not responsible 
for the personal or political views of freelance writers whose 


scripts are broadcast.” 
and it had been accepted. 


He said Ship had submitted the script 





WABCs Pity the Poor Working Girl 





Decides to Do Something About Servicing Her 
With Shows 








Radical departure from the radio 
programming axioms of the past 25 
years is being launched next week 
by WABC fiagship in New York. 
Station is programming women’s 
service shows at night in the be- 
lief that there’s a large untapped 
audience for that type of show in 
the person of the working girl who 
can’t get to a radio during the 
course of the day. 

First of the shows will be in- 
stalled next Monday (14) as a cross- 
the-board stanza in the 10:15 to 
10:30 p.m. time. Program, consist- 
ing of “how to do it” and “where 
to get it” homemaking, fashion 
and beauty tips to the gals, will be 
hosted by Helen Hall, who does the 
daytime “Barbara Welles” stanza 
on competing WOR. 

This will be followed around 


A 


‘ 79 
Danger’s’ New Setup 
CBS-TV’s “Danger” is undergo- 
ing another change in a series of 
production alterations that has be- 
set the Tuesday night show for a 
good part of the season. Stanley 
Niss will take over as prodtcer 
June 29, replacing Andrew McCul- 
lough, with Stan Lee as associate 
reiner. Byron Paul will direct. 
Niss is writer-director of CBS 
Radio’s “Precinct 21” among ex- 
tensive dual-role credits in sound 
and sight. -Lee is producer of 
“Woman With a Past” and Paul 
produces and stages the Jane 
Froman show, both on CBS-TV. 

















1p RETR mg: ENA 


July 1 with a second half-hour 
cross-the-boarder in the 9:30 slot, 
in cooperation with one of the 
leading women’s service magazines, 
with which the station is in the 
process of negotiating now. It'll 
be a beauty, fashion, etc., stanza 
with the department editors of thes 
mag handling their phases of the 
show. 

Plan is the brainchild of WABC 


(Continued on page 31) 


ABC's $12,000,000 
In TV Renewals 


ABC-TV has picked up six 
more major renewals over the past 





week, with the largest being 
Kraft's okay on continuation of its 
hour-long dramatic series for an- 


other year through the fall of 1955. 

Network signed DuPont for an- 
other go-round on “Cavalcade of 
America,” repacted Ralston and 
Nestle for the Saturday ayem 
Space Patrol” (radio and tv) and 
80t Brown Shoes for another cycle 
of “Smilin’ Ed McConnell.” 

Web also repacted Derby Foods 
for Monday night sponsorship of 
Sky King,” along with Duffy- 
Mott for another go-round on 
alternate weeks of “Jamie.”’ Other 
Week is still open, as are alternate 
weeks on Ray Bolger (repacted 
Previously by Sherwin-Williams), 
and Stu Erwin (renewed by Gen- 
eral Mills but only for alternate 
Weeks, with Paper-Mate in for fhe 
summer but the fall skip-a-week 
Still vacant), 

Web last week announced re- 
sowals exclusive of five of the 
ee Six totalling $8,135,400 
sea 30-day period. With the 
: J additional renewals, the total 
ein to well over $12,000,000. In- 
roti in the net’s recap are U. S. 
Col » Dodge for two shows, Pepsi- 
mg American Tobacco, Lambert 

Hotpoint, and: ReaLemon. 





Lindsay & Crouse 
In CBS-TV Pact 
To Produce, Write 


Howard Lindsay and _ Russel 
Crouse, the legit playwriting and 
production team; have signed on 
an exclusive basis with CBS-TV 
that’s been worked out by web pro- 
gram v.p. Hubbell Robinson Jr. 
Under the pact—which doesnot 
prevent their functioning in legit, 
however—the duo is committed to 
create new programs in general 
and in particular to bring in a mini- 





mum of three properties ready for 
telecasting within 90 days. Lind- | 


say-Crouse would serve as both | hottest and perhaps most exciting | gent, 
the | competitive tv race to date appears “Irm 


writers 
project. 

Responsible for about a dozen | 
smash hits between them as col-| 
laborators or independently , in-| 
cluding Pulitzer Prizewinner “State | 
of the Union,” they were con-| 
sultants to the web on the “Life | 
With Father” tv series, based on | 
their Clarence Day-inspired Broad- | 
way “Eather’” which ran up 401 
weeks on the main stem starting | 
in 1939. 


WNBQ’s $2,500 Rate 


Chicago, June 8. 
WNBQ, NBC-TV’s Chi anchor, has 
issued a new rate card effective next 
Tuesday (15) which raises to $2,500 
from $2,200 the Class A local rates 
which prevail from 10 to 10:30 p.m. 
daily and 5 to 6:30 p.m. Sundays. 


and producers on 








The Class AA rate for the 9:30 to 10 


p.m. half-hour is boosted to $1,800. | 


The Class B tab goes to $1,400 and | 
Class C to $900. 

Prime time 20-second station | 
breaks are pegged at $600 net, with | 


the 10-second blurbs priced at $275 | sealed the deal with the actress-) _ 
| with a major agency next week. 


net, 


never ig 





CRS-TV. ‘BIGGER 
THAN BOTH OF US’ 


Come July 15 and the expiration 
date on Red Buttons’ existing con- 


tract with CBS-TV, and the net- 
work’s programming chieftain, 
Hubbell Robinson, has to decide 
whether to pick up the option of 
the sponsorless comic, who has 
been cancelled oyt of his Monday 
night 9:30 (after “Lucy”) slot by 
General Foods, or drop Buttons 
from the schedule completely. 
Just where the comedian went 
wrong after a phenomenal first sea- 
son as-a major tv comic, and be- 
gan to love that enviable “Lucy” 
audience pickup, has been a hot 
subject for intra-trade debate 
since GF served notice on CBS 
that it wants a new show in the 
time slot. But for Hub Robinson 
the decision on whether to gamble 
on Buttons bouncing back into the 
bigtime or fitting him into the 
nighttime program pattern being 
finalized for the ’54-'55 season, rep- 
resents but one of the multiple 
facets attending the captaincy of 
what one CBS executive describes 
as “one of the biggest chunks of 
show business that’s ever existed.” 


Particularly at a time when the 
opposition—notably NBC, with its 
superduper “Weaver Spectaculars” 
—threatens to move in on the un- 
questioned Monday night CBS-TV 
supremacy (Burns & Allen, God- 
frey’s “Talent Scouts,” “Lucy,” 
“Studio One’), practicaliy any 
move that Robinson makes to crys- 
tallize the overall picture for next 
season, including the finding of a 
suitable substitute show for But- 
tons, takes on increasing impor- 
tance. The stakes are higher than 
ever before; so high that no net- 
work is in a position to counte- 
nance too many misses. Thus far 
Robinson- has achieved one of the 
most enviable batting averages in 
the business. 

To counter the Buttons defection 
and restore GF to the web's good 
graces, Robinson is pitching up to 
the client the new “December 
Bride” situation comedy, starring 
Spring Byington. It’s a vidpix ver- 
sion of the ex-CBS Radio series in 
which the web places high store as 
a fitting companion piece to the 
adjacent “Lucy” show. Once that’s 
resolved Robinson is still faced 
with plugging a couple of “weak 
spots,” including a likely successor 
show to “Strike It Rich’ for Col- 
gate in the 9 o’clock Wednesday 
night segment and strengthening 
the Sunday night lineup by install- 
ing a new Bristol-Myers show in 
the 9:30-10 slot as replacement for 
“Man Behind the Badge.” And to 
provide for just such exigencies, | 





FCC Chairmanship 


HOW BIZ-ROBINSO 


Nod Narrows 


Down to Hyde, Doerfer or Lee 





‘Beer & ‘Best of B’way’ 


Nine of Broadway’s all-time 
legit hits are on the agenda for 
Westinghouse’s every-fourth- 
week color presentations to be 
launched on CBS-TV Sept. 15, 
in the 10 to 11 p.m. slot (other 
three will be the -regular 
Pabst Fights.) Dramas are “Ah 
Wilderness,” “The Guards- 
man,” “Idiot’s Delight,” ‘Ar- 
senic & Old Lace,” “Barretts 
of Wimpole Street,” “Time of 
Your Life,” “Philadelphia 
Story,” “Royal Family” and 
“Man Who Came to Dinner.” 
Thesé will take their turn with 
musicomedies, latter properties 
unrevealed. Overall title for 
the series is “Best of Broad- 
way,” with web's largest line- 
up of stations to receive the 
spread. 

Westinghouse continues its 
Monday “Studio One” on the 
web, with product demon- 
strations to be tinted -up. 


CBS-TV's Full Hour 
Skelton Vs. Berle 


In Autry’s Axing 


Another Indian bites the dust— 
meaning that Milton Berle (this 
time with the connivance of two 
other stars in NBC-TV’s rotating 
Tuesday night stable) has caused 
CBS to remove Gene Autry op- 
posite him in the first 30 minutes. 
Popping up as the videoater’s ‘“‘re- 
placement” next fall will be Red 
Skelton. Since the latter has been 
“fighting it out” with Berle at the 





midway 8:30 mark in a gallant 
challenge to break the Berle domi- 
nation of the slot, it adds up to a/} 





Washington, June 8. 

The field of speculation on the 
chairmanship of the FCC was con- 
siderably narrowed last week when 
President Eisenhower nominated 
Comr. John C. Doerfer of Wiscon- 
sin for a full seven-year term be- 
ginning June 30. The President’s 
action virtually eliminates the pos- 
sibility of an outsider being 
brought in to head up the agency, 
There will not be another vacancy 
until next year when Comr, Frieda 
Hennock’s term expires and this 
spot must be filled by a Democrat, 


Doerfer’s nomination, which is 
subject to Senate confirmation, re- 
duces the choice of chyirmanshig 
to three members of the Commis 
sion: Rosel Hyde, who has been 
serving as acting chairman since 
his one-year designation as top maz 
expired last April 18; Doerfer, wh« 
is filling out the unexpired term of 
former Comr. Eugene Merrill whe 
was given a recess appointment af: 
ter former Comr. Robert F. Jones 
resigned to enter law pracice; and 
Comr. Robert E. Lee. There is still 
another Republican member 
George Sterling, but his name hat 
never figured in the chairmanship, 


Rumors were circulating here 

last week that Hyde was “back ix 
the track” for the chairmanship af 
ter appearance of indications that 
the white House was considering 
an outsider, notably Philip Willki¢ 
(son of the late Wendell) for the 
post. Pressures from New York 
Gov. Tom Dewey to find Willkie a 
Federal post were reported at 
strong. There was talk that Doerfes 
; would be moved over to the Inter 
| state Commerce Commission t 
| make way for Willkie. 
| But Doerfer’s nominatiog 
| changes the picture. If the Presi 
| dent fails to designate a chairman 
| within the next few weeks, there 
will be good reason to believe he 
will name Doerfer. If Hyde is his 
| choice, it would be expected thaf 
| the President would not wait fol 
Doerfer to be confirmed. 


The Senate Interstate Commerce 





full hour extension of Skelton’s| Committee will probably hold 1 


giving notice that he is now ready 
to go to bat all the way under the 
Geritol banner. 

Skelton will not only be up 
against Berle’s 20 shows for Buick 
but Bob Hope’s six for General 
Foods (with three additional GF 
slottings to be worked out as to 
talent complexion) and Martha 
Raye’s 10 outings under Hazel 
Bishop’s aegis. It’s considered a 
certainty that Skelton’s 60-minute 





status under this strong competi- 
tion will be fortified by either 
guestars or one or two permanent 


Robinson only in recent months| supports in the marquee class. 
has been obliged to literally pour! With Brown & Williamson (Cava- 


millions into buttressing the web’s | 
talent-program availabilities with) 
a formidable backlog of 
(Phil Silvers, Jack Carter, Celeste | 
Holm, etc). 

That next season will invite the | 


a certainty, with CBS, as with) 
NBC, embracing the new and un- | 
orthodox patterns of every-fourth- | 
week spectaculars (Wednesday | 
night on CBS for Westinghouse), | 
not to mention the Thursday | 
Chrysler formula of full hour top-| 
authored melodramas produced by 
Bretaigne Windust (which CBS| 
will throw in to counter “Drag- | 
net”), with a Ralph Levy-produced 
musical in the spot every fourth | 
week. The Nielsens will decide 
the winner, but pending the rating | 
payoffs, the jockeying, the trials} 
and the tribulations that engulf) 
Robinson & Co. are somewhat! 
comparable to a full season's | 
Broadway legit activity and just) 
about as expensive. 





Repact Maggie Truman 

Margaret Truman's option for a 
second season with NBC (radio 
and tv) was picked up by the web 





on Monday (7). 
Hal Kemp, NBC’s talent chief, 


singer. 


lier Cigs) having axed the Marie | 


Wilson starrer, “My Friend Irma,” 


shows | in favor of a sleuther, “The Line- | 


up,” Miss Wilson is understood 
being considered as a possibility 
for a pairing with Skelton contin- 
of course, on the fate of 
a” itself, with CBS-TV Coast 
v.p. Harry Ackerman huddling in 
New York last week on this and 
other matters with web brass). 
Autry’s vidpix series, for a cou- 
ple of seasons now one of the rip- 
leys of the business in its “oppo- 
site Berle” berthing—and never 


| figured strong enough to give Skel- 


ton a viewer inheritance as a back- 
to-back tandem—will be shifted to 
Saturday in station time. The sing- 
ing cowpoke's last Tuesday show 
will be Sept. 14, and 11 days later 
he'll start in his new 7 o’elock time 
(in New York that would oust Ziv's 


“Mr. District Attorney” on WCBS), | 


a slotting that shoots moresat the 
moppet trade in Wrigley Gum's 
current thinking. (Autry’s CBS Ra- 
dio period for Wrigley is Sunday 
at 6 p.m.) He'll be out of his Tues- 
day tv’er a week before Berle’s 
new season is launched on Sept. 2) 


Geo. Wolf Quits Geyer 


George Wolf has resigned as ra- 
dio-tv director of the Geyer agency. 
He’ll announce a new affiliation 





hearirg next week on Doerfer’s 
/nomination. There's little doubt 
| that*it will recommend confirma: 
‘tion. However, if he should be 
named chairman yee the Senate 
acts, there may bé a disposition on 


(Continued on page 30) 


“Amateur Hour's 
Quantico Prevue 


Ted Mack and an approximate 
cast of 60 tyros are flying down 
to Quantico, Va., to do a “com- 
mand performance” at the mili- 
tary installation the night of June 
18 at the invitation of the Dept. 
of National Defense. President 
Eisensower and the various Cabi- 
{net members are expected to be 
in attendance at the event. high- 
light of the annual Secretary's 
Conference, Dept. of Defense. 

Performance will take place the 
night preceding the “Amateur 
Hour’s” annual benefit perform- 
ance at Madison Square Garden, 
iN. Y., which will be telecast in 
the usual Pet Milk-sponsored Sat- 
urday 8:30 p.m. slot on NBC-TV, 
Thus the Quantico “command 
| performance” will be in the nature 
of a “star spangled preview” in 
which the “Amateur Hour’s” sea- 
|son finalists will participate. 








j 
| 


Dick Doan Exits Hooper 


Richard Doan, veepee at C. E. 
Hooper, Inc., is leaving all this be- 
|}hind him. He's resigning that post 
|next week to go into the antique 
business at Newtown, Conn. Part- 
nered in this enterprise will be his 
wife, Dorothy, former INS re- 
porter who at one time was a 
femmecaster on CBS-TV. 

Doan, who was formerly with 
WCBS-TV, is a onetime VarieTy 
staffer. 
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COLGATE SUMMER COMEDY 

-HOUR 
With Kaye Ballard, Julies Munshin, | 

Jackie Cooper, Elise RBhedes, 

David Daniels, Bart Maye, Al 

= Nat K 
Preducer-director: Na arsen 
Writers: Coleman Jacoby, Arnold 

Rosen 
6@ Mins.: Sun., 8 p.m. 

COLGATE 
NBC-TV, from New York 
(Ted Bates) 

This marks the first summer 
that Colgate is retaining its “Com- 
ecy Hour” format, with alternate- 
week New York and Hollywood 
originations scheduled through the 
balance of the hot weather semes- 
ter. Initial entry on Sunday (6), 
a musical tabbed “Holiday in New 
York.” also marked the tv debut 
as producer of Nat Karson, the ex- 
Radic City Music Hall impresario, 
efter a longtime sojourn in Eng- 
land as resident producer for 
Metro at the London Empire The- 
atre. 

Granted that Colgate’s intent is 
to surround the Sabbath 8 to 9 
segment with a bigtime year-round 
aura; granted that. the perpetu- 
ation of the Colgate showcase is 
designed to permit Karson in N. Y. 
znd Jack Donhue on the Coast to 
ferret out fresh and non-over- 
exposed tv talent. 

The sad truth is that. if Sunday’s 
premiere entry is to be accepted 
zs a criterion for the summer run, 
then perhaps Colgate should have 
put “Comedy Hour” on ice pend- 
ing the new fall season. For this 
Kave Ballard-Jules Munshin-Jackie 
Cooper curtain-raiser, far from be- 
ing the “madcap Manhattan musi- 
cal” as promised in the NBC-TV 
press releases, turned up, unfortu- 
nately, as a_ strictly lower-case 
“Comedy Hour” devoid of any 
sparkle or genuine wit. Certainly 
Miss Ballard, currently one of the 
bright spots in the “Golden Apple” 
Broadway musical, and Munshin 
have demonstrated in the past 
unique comedic gifts. On Sunday’s 
“Comedy Hour” the writers lost 
them completely. 

Perhaps the show’s major fault 
lay in the carbon-copy quality of 
the production as a whole; in de- 
liberately going about the job of 
trying to emulate each and every 
facet of the regular season's “Com- 
edy Hour” down to the last detail 


of the choreography — and the 
scenery, and anticipating every 
comedy insert. Having gone to 


the trouble of scouting some new 
and promising faces for the me- 
éium, surely it was the opportune 
time as well to shoot for some- 
thing the least bit different, if not 
entirely offbeat, in the content of 
the presentation itself. Thus it 
was regrettable that scene after 
scene had that “here-we-go-again” 
stamp about it. as with Miss Bal- 
lard as a corporation executive 
making a play for her male secre- 
tary ‘Munshin);: Jackie Cooper as 
Romeo with Munshin as his stand- 
in or again Munshin in his tem- 
peramental waiter bit. 

The singers and dancers filled 
their roles adeauately but one 
could have wished for more imag- 
inative choreography. Al Good- 
man and his orch, as usual, did a 
slick job of backgrounding. 

It’s time, too. for a summer re- 
placement for those Colgate eom- 
mercials. Rose. 


MPLS.-ST. PAUL BASEBALL 
With Dick Enroth ‘ 
Producer-director: Roger “Gardner 
Wed. & Sat., 8:30 p.m. 
Participating 

WCCO-TV. Minneapolis 

These Minneapolis and St. Paul 
American Assn. home baseball 
Fame telecasts, with turns taken 
at each of the parks, on Wednes- 
day nights, and on both afternoons 
and evenings Saturdays ‘here in 
the afternoon and St. Paul at 
night. or vice versa), are notable 
because, with one of the three 
cameras in a box directly behind 
the umpire and on a. low level, 
viewers have the best possible 
closeup of the ball sailing to the 
plate. . 

In this respect. the presentation 
is superior to the major league 
games of the week telecasts car- 
ried here by another station Sat- 
urday afternoons when there are 
no Twin Cities’ home contests. The 
advantage gained and the result- 
ant greater enjoyment afforded 
are made possible only, of course, 
because the big league stands are 
farther removed from the fields. 

In every other respect the cam- 
era work also rates orchids, the 
trio of photographers being right 
on the beam and missing little of 
the action. Occasional closeup 
shots of the nitcher and batter and 
other players and goings-on when 
ne ball dy being fed to the bat- 

Pr provide the us . 
wersity, u aes proper di 

Dick Enroth, who handles the 
mike. 1S a veteran hand in radio 
Play-by-play baseball game de- 


| CENTER STAGE 
(Chivalry at Howling Creek) 


; Herbert Brodkin 
Director: Den Richardson 
Writer: Joseph Cochran 
6@ Mins., Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
* weeks) 


Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from N. Y. 

“Center Stage” is the third title 
this hour-long ABC - packaged 
dramatic series has had since it 
kicked off as the alternate week 
companionpiece to the “U.S. Steel 
Hour” last November. For its first 
two sustaining weeks, it was called 


(alt 


the “Motorola TV Hour,” and now 
sustaining again, it’s “Center 
Stage.” In October, when it goes 
commercial again, it’s to be called 
“Eigin Hour.” 

Meanwhile, though, ABC is in 
the uncomfortable position of hav- 
ing to sustatn a $30,000 package 
until Elgin takes over in the fall. 
It’s an expensive commitment 
stemming from ABC's contract 
with Steel, which provides that the 
network shall maintain a suitable 
dramatic counterpart to the Steel 
show while the latter is on the air. 
And since Steel is running through 


the summer, so must “Center 
Stage.” 

ABC and “Center Stage” pro- 
ducer Herb Brodkin have more 


than lived up to their part of the 
commitment thus far. While Steel’s 
Theatre Guild-produced segment 
has shown itself the siicker of the 
two shows, it hasn’t embraced the 
scope that Brodkin has attained in 
aiming at a mass audience with a 
variety of dramatic subjects and 
approaches. Some of the more 
notable experiments of “Motorola” 
were James Thurber’s musicalized 
“The Thirteen Clocks,” a success- 
fully done live western ‘horses and 
all) and the more recent “Atomic 
Attack.” While Brodkin in all cases 
hasn’t turned out polished tele- 
drama, he’s given it new scope and 
direction. 

But last Tuesday (1), the ini- 
tialler under the “Center Stage” 
title, wasn’t one of Brodkin’s good 
nights. Production was Joseph 
Cochran’s original western, “‘Chival- 
ry at Howling Creek,”’ and most of 
the extensive trouble stemmed 
from a tame and unconvincing 
script. A miner in the small town 
comes back with a bride, a San 
Francisco dancer, and a stranger in 
town threatens to ruin their ro- 
mance by telling the town who she 
is. Meanwhile, he makes passes at 
her and bullies the local citizenry. 
Situation is finally resolved by a 
kindly. Southern colonel who chal- 
lenges the heavy to a pistol duel, 
and when the heavy shoots before 
ce supposed to, he’s run out of 
own. 


There wasn't much of a story to 
begin with, and the _ hour-long 
format stretched it much too far. 
Additionally, the characters were 
strictly one-dimensional, and a 
good cast couldn't do very much 
with them. Henry Hull was uncon- 
vincing as the colonel, Jack Ward- 
en’s villain was properly but not 
impressively blustery and Cathy 
O'Donnell managed to steam up a 
little emotion as the bride. Best 
in the supporting ca@ were Alonzo 
Bosan as the colonel’s servant, Pat 
Harrington as a bartender, Rusty 
Lane as a villager and Robert Em- 
mett as the groom. Don Richard- 
son's direction was as shaky as the 
script. : 

It’s to be expected, though, that 


matic programming, Brodkin is 
likely to strike a cropper here and 
there, since much of his produc- 
tion is on the experimental side. 
Although “Chivalry” was one of 
them, they don’t occur often 
enough to detract from the superior 
qualities of the drama series. The 
network and Steel can rest easy 
with the show. Chan, 


Hallmark and Babb Sell 
Westmore Show Interest 


Hallmark Productions and pro- 
ducer Kroger Babb are disposing 
of their 50°) interest in the Ern 
Westmore beauty show, currently 
running on WABC-TV, N.Y. West- 
more and others are buying out 
the Hallmark interest in the show. 
Program was launched 18 months 
ago by Hallmark as one of the first 
tele roadshows. It then landed on 
ABC-TV as a network daytimer, 
but after a sustaining ride went on 
the web's N.Y, flagship as a local 
segment. 








Cleveland—Directors of public 
relations in two Cleveland stations 
have resigned. Miss Florence Roth 
has stepped out as flack at WJW, 





scriptions, and he, too, does a co 
= + J ’ m- 
mendable job) <: | * ' Rees.i 


and Frank Derry has_ resigned 
from WTAM-WNBK.'' ? +) ©?! 


“The TV ‘Hour.” then it became} 


in his attempt at diversified dra-: 


ON THE. CAROUSEL 
we Paul Tripp, others 


Sustaining 
WCBS-TV, N. Y. 

Paul Tripp, who made a consid- 
erable rep for himself with his 
erstwhile “Mr. I. Magination” 
show, has come back to WCBS-TV 
as pilot of “Carousel,” a juve 
Stanza formerly conducted by Hal 
Thompson and Allen Ludden. Once 
again, Tripp brings inventiveness 
and humor to a basically educa- 
tional series slanted tor juves 
from about 9 to 14. 

In line with the series’ title, 
show makes a circuit of some half- 
dozen different sequences, ranging 
from science to ballet with Tripp 
making the transitions as smooth 
as possible. On his kickoff last Sat- 
urday (5), Tripp occasionally tend- 
ed to become ingratiatingly cute, 
but overall he hurdled the normal 
gap between the adult and the juve 
mind without any offensive con- 
descension. 

Tripp opened the show with an 
elementary lesson in aviation prin- 
ciples with the help of a girl air 
scout troop and some model 
planes. This bit also contained 
some interesting demonstrations on 
how flyers are tested for medical 
fitness. Other educational  se- 
quences included an annual talk by 
a nine-year-old butterfly fancier 
and a rundown of how Swiss cheese 
is made by a couple of Swiss vis- 
itors who also obliged with some 
yodelling. 

The hour session was also enliv- 
ened by a pai rof ballet and folk- 
singing groups from local high 
schools and some vigorous vocaliz- 
ing by Tripp himself on an amusing 
number about a trombonist. A 
clown, Buddy LaFarme, also per- 
formed in a two spots, once as a 
juggler and then as a trampolinist, 
for straight juve entertainment. Be- 
fore the windup, Ruth Enders (Mrs. 
Tripp) gave a quick review of some 
of the places of interest around 
New York suitable for visiting. 

All in all, it was a well-rounded, 
attractive stanza that any parent 
can feel safe in recommending to 


children without disappointing 
them. Herm. 
TREASURAMA 


With Milo Beulton, others 
Producer: Morton Hillman 
Director: Dick Simen 
30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:30 p.m. 
WOR-TV, New York 

“Treasurama” in its first expo- 
sure on WOR-TV Monday (7) re- 
verberated with echoes of long- 
standing gimmicks made famous 
chiefly by radio. There were the 
telephone giveaways, writein con- 
tests, jackpots, etc. The stanza | 


also had a panel to answer queries 
on bringing up baby, a guestar 
from Broadway and a studio audi- 
ence, which hereafter will com- 

ise some club or lady’s group. 
uven allowing for first night jit- 
ters, the show was a slow-moving 
suspenseless affair during which 
emcee Milo Boulton chatted with 
too much exuberance and without 
enough definition. 

At the start Boulton took mike 
in hand and queried members of 
the audience about home, predilic- 
tions and other basic items. How- 
ever much this time-consuming 
formula is used it never seems to 
work in video (aside front kiddie 
shows) unless the emcee injects a 
solid note of humor, a note absent 
in “Treasurama.” Then the panel 
—a dentist, a nurse-columnist and 
a carriage manufacturer — were 
asked “should babies be babied.’ 
Despite this query, which will be 
sent in by viewers from now on, 
the answers were fairly interesting. 
(From day to day different panel- 
ists and fields will be utilized.) 
Afterwards there was the phone 
quiz conducted by Boulton. The 
gal called was watching a different 
program, but she tuned to Channel 
9 in sufficient time to tell the quiz- 
master that she couldn't identify 
the baby pictured on ‘the screen, 
nor could the pewsitter who was 
asked later. Prizes, which mount 
with each unanswered daily ques- 
tion, were in the appliance line. 
Free plugs abounded in addition | 
to the regular participating spon- | 
sors. 

Jammed into the half-hour pro- 
gram.was a brief but better-than- 
the-rest-of-the-show interview with 
Nanci Crompton, danseuse of “‘Al- 
manac.” The cluttered qualiiy of 
the preem made it seem a vocal 
encounter, with visual aspects on 
the downbeat. Despite all the nega- 
tives, if, by some supreme effort, 
“Treasurama™ can be unbunched, 
with only a few of the gimmicks | 
remaining, it might actually draw / 
over and above the usual group) 
who listen to anything. where 


to sentimentalize 


it is yery 
on the passing m the television 
scene ef NBC’s “Your Show of 
Shows.” Long before the obse- 


quies were annountéed for Satur- 
day, June 5, the Max Liebman pro- 
duction had become enshrined as 
the great innovator in video. The 
Saturday night*extravaganzas pos- 
sessed those special and peculiar 
qualities that give them an exclu- 
sive niche in the archives of a me- 
dium which “Show of Shows” did 
so much to elevate. 

There had never been a program 
before or since the natal aay of 
Feb. 25, 1950, that embodied so 
many show business elements with 
such skill, imagination and the 
truly” bigleague touch. As Sir 
Winston Churchill might observe, 
it’s the end of the beginning. The 
die has been cast, but the cast is 
not dead. For Liebman, the end is 
the beginning of his new, personal- 
ized era via-a-vis the parlor ram- 
parts—the inception of those Sat- 
urday and Sunday coloraculars 
next fall which, with the full back- 
ing of prexy Pat Weaver, the web’s 
practical dreamer, he hopes to de- 
velop to Ziegfeldian proportions. 

For Sid Caesar, the noblest of 
the “SOS” Romans, the end is the 
beginning of a period after his 
meteoric rise in which he will pres- 
ently don his toga as a solo in a 
full hour Monday night showcase, 
taking with him the exceptional 
supporting talents of Carl Reiner 
and Howard Morris, among others. 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 
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in, with a 30-minute show of her 
own, she will find herself on fa- 
miliar ground, in the first half-hour 
of the 9 to 10:30 time ‘preempted, 
in singular circumstance, by the 
every-tourth-week Liebman spec- 
taculars). 


The public and the industry are © 


so much indebted to the Liebman- 
Caesar-Coca trio that it would be 
graceless and ungrateful not te 
wish them “all the best” in their 
individual pursuits. And that goes, 
of course, for those others who 
through the seasons have made 
their solid contributions to a show 
whose theme song was appropri- 
ately titled “Stars Over Broadway.” 
In mixed order these would be—of 
the latter-day talents—the Billy 
Williams Quartet, Marguerite Pi- 
azza, Bill Hayes, the Hamilton Trio, 
Bambi Linn & Rod Alexander, 
James Starbuck (as both dancer 
and eporengragnes’, Mata & Hari, 
Jack Russell, Judy Johnson, Keith 
Textor & Sylvia Michaels ‘latter 
twain being newcomers to the 
show), Charles Sanford (whose ba- 
ton rates up there with the stars 
themselves), scene designer Fred- 
erick Fox. costume inventor Paul 
DuPont, director Bill Hobin, exece 
utive producer Hal Janis, and, not 
the least and probably as much as 
the most, the writers headed by 
Mel Tolkin and luding - Mel 
Brooks, Tony Webster, Joe Stein, 
Hannah Grad Goodman and— 
Caesar. 

For the windup, as for the two 





For-Imogene Coca, that wondrous 
elf, the end is the beginning where- 





CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF 
With Norm Barry 
Producer: Matt Niesen 
Director: Paul Robinson 
60 Mins.; Tues., 11 p.m 
DEMET PONTIAC 
WNBQ, Chicago 
(Wright-Campbell) 

WNBQ looks to have another 
winner in the offbeat sports field 
with this weekly tailored-for-tv 
golf tourney. As with its bowling 
telecasts which built a big follow- 
ing as a winter offering, the Chi 
NBC station is following. through 
on its drive for live late evening 
programming with this remote 
— the Tam O'Shanter Country 

ub. 

The lighted golf spread is laid 
out around the 18th hole, with the 
four contestants, two pros and two 
amateurs, shooting from seven lo- 
estions eff the green. The pros 
compete for $25 per hole and $100 
for low score for the seven 
“games.” The amateurs compete 
for merchandise prizes. Since the 
longest “hole” is 104 yards, it’s 
essentially an approach and put- 
ting contest. And, although, the 
long drives are necessarily ruled 
out, the chips and putts are effec- 
tively caught videowise and pack 
a lot of interest and excitement for 
the armchair sportsters as well as 
the golf bugs. 

It was apparent off the first at- 
tempt (1) that there’s still some 
kinks to be worked out in the am- 
bitious three-camera coverage, 
such as tightening up the between- 
hole interludes and the final hole 
sudden death plavoff which had 
pros Johnny Revolta and Dutch 
Harrison taking three extra holes 
to break up a tie. But all in all 
Paul Robinson's crew handled the 
al fresco remote in ‘slick fashion 
as a firsttimer. 

Norm Barry did a neat job with 
the commentary, highlighting the 
competitive excitements without 
overdoing it. With regular com- 
mercial spieler Wed Howard va- 
cationing, sponsor Pete DeMet 
drafted himself to work the car 
pitches. It was the one non-pro- 
fessional touch to an otherwise big 
league project. Dave, 


Demarest, Hope Emerson 
Preem in ‘Cobbs’ AMer 


William Demarest and Hope 
Emerson have been set on the 
Coast for a starring stint in “The 
Cobbs,” new situationer over CBS 
Radio. It goes into the 9 p.m. Sun- 
day time of Hallmark's “Hall of 
Fame.” 

Henry Garson is writer-producer. 


Perrin’s Tint Slot 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Nat Perrin has n named West 
Coast producer ef CBS Television 
color productions, it was announced 








previous shows, the C-C tandem re- 
prised some of their familiar 
sketches and others of the troupe 
were in with their top efforts Miss 
Piazza was enchanting via a switch 
to pops, ineidentally). In the finale 
of finales, the stars made their 
brief fare-thee-wells and Weaver 
came on to put-in a plug for them 
as well as the web's upcoming 


spectaculars. All hands looked as 
if they wanted te break out in 
tears, Trau. 





G.L talent tock over Ed Sulli- 
van’s “Toast of the Town” show oa 
CBS-TV Sunday (6). The khakids 
were competing in the finals of the 
world-wide Army talent contest 
and like all such amateur shindigs, 
the show moved at an erratic pace 
but with an even proportion of 
high and low spots. The service- 
men were judged by a panel con- 
sisting of Victor Berge. Mitch Mil- 
ler, Otto Harbach, Nanci Crompton, 
Lloyd Nolan and Arlene Francis. 

After a rousing band rendition 
of “This Is The Army, Mr. Jones.” 
the 12 tyro turns, consisting of 24 
G.I.’s, were introed by Sullivan and 
the talent showcasing began. Most 
of the contestants appeared a bit 
camera shy but there was a lot of 
vet stage savvy evident in their 
work. Show was weakest in the 
comedy spots and strongest when 
the crooners took over. Cpl. Dick 
Ambrust, one of the four winners, 
for example, socked over “Love Is 
A Simple Thing,” with the kind of 
class and appeal that make him a 
lad to watch when he returns to 
mufti. Other winners were Pfc. 
Ezio. Flagello, who sang “The 
Lord’s Prayer, M/Sgt. Charlies 
Maluzzo, who harmonica soloed 
“Hungarian Rhapsody.” and Cpl. 
Bernard Horowitz, comic impres- 
sionist. 

Sullivan and his eo-producer 
Marlo Lewis rate a kudo for giving 
the boys such a wide meneemne: 

ros. 





“The Yo Ye People.” last week's 
(1) “Love Story” on DuMont, was 
simpering comedy. Lines given 
Basil Rathbone and_ Beatrice 
Straight by scripter Felix Cooper 
were so fatuous that the stars ap- 
peared uncomfortable for nearly 
all of the 30 minutes. 

Rathbone and Miss Straight 
were cast as husband and wife as 
well as book collaborators, who at 
the very outset had a tiff over 
some not-so-smart but very smart- 
ing criticism of a brace of chap- 
ters in their latest tome. He ran 
off in a huff to his lecture class 
where a designing young female, 
affected by Dana Wynter, lured 
him off into a corner. There they 
were discovered by Miss Straight, 
who for a short time before was 
the picture of contrition. Mure 
battling occurred but finally Fran- 
cis Compton, as their pixyish 
agent, got them together again. 
“Yo Yo People,” according to 
Compton, were essentially those 
always at odds with each other. 

Dialog was a conglomeration of 
successive hackneyed phrases. giv- 
ing birth to trite situations. Writer 





over the weekend by Harry Acker- 
man, veepee in charge of net pro-| 
grams. 

Perrin, for the last year producer | 
of “My Friend Irnia,” will coordi-| 


nate all CBS west coast teevee net | 








there's a giveaway involved, 


. color shows. \ 


Cooper made little attempt to get 
at the heart of any real humor. 
Instead, with the assistance of 
some heavy-handed direction by 
Frank Telford, laughter was made 
contingent upon how immature 
two dignified thesps. could be 
forced to act. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Larry Lowenstein, Benton & Bowles’ chief publicist, to Hollywood 
on agency biz... E. P. (Jimmy) James, once with Mutual and now 
in Tucson, intends returning to New York permanently. He left for 
Arizona a few years back because his children were afflicted with 
asthma Larry Menkin, WOR and WOR-TV program boss, to 
Florida for two weeks . . . WQXR launched “Memorable Concerts of 
the Past” last Sunday (6), each program being an exact reproduction 
where possible, of selections, conductors and soloists . . . Ray and 
Davenie Heatherton subbing for the vacationing Dorothy and Dick 
Kollmar on the latter's morning husband-wife gabfest via WOR... . 
Hal Gold, editor of Mutual's press info department, to be honored 
at testimonial by Knights of Pythias in New Jersey June 19. 


Hilda Simms doing “Ladies Day” stanza on WOV while regular 
femcee Evelyn Robinson vacations . . . WWRL, aiming for heavier 
return from the lucrative Latino market, upped its broadcast day 
by another hour, bringing weekly total of Spanish to 46 hours. Instead 
of beginning at 7 a.m., the radio outlet now starts an hour earlier. 


Nelson Eddy to be reunited with Edgar Bergen & Charlie McCarthy 
as guest on their Sunday (13) airing . . . Finals of barbershop quartet 
tourney to be from D.C.’s Constitution Hall Saturday (12) over CBS 
... Jules Dundes, sales and ad director of KCBS, Frisco, in town on 
biz .. . Richard Golden named director of network sales presentations 
of CBS under George Bristol’s sales promotion and advertising dept. 
He replaces Frank Nesbitt, previously announced as director of sales 
development . . . Liz Smith is new aide to producer Lew Melamed 
on CBS’ summertime Mike Wallace & Buff Cobb crossboarder launched 
Monday (7). 

Stan Freemzn resting at his country .retreat, Croton-on-Hudson, 
before launching his new WNBC show June 14... . Bill Leonard's 
wife and six sons leave for Bermuda to spend the summer, with 
WCBS newscaster to hop there on a skip-weekend basis . . . Sandy 
Stewart (WNBC singer) and John Hurlbut (WNBC-WNBT ad-promotion 
mgr.) to judge June 23 Corydon-Johnson scholarship competition to 
pick best highschool yearbook in Nassau and Suffolk counties . 


WCBS g.m. Carl Ward and sales mgr. Henry Untermeyer back after 


a week with CBS’ spot sales staffers in Chi and Detroit. . Station’s 
John Henry Faulk moving his family to Croton for summer. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Chi NBC news director Bill Ray and family sail today (Wed.) for 
Europe on the Ile de France. Ditto Nina Parvel of the Chi NBC <ales 
service staff ... Melvyn Douglas to host a special airer of WMAQ’s 
“The Northerners” Monday (14) from the Illinois Bankers Assn. con- 
vention at the Drake Hotel . . . Twelve new affiliates have joined 
Keystene Broadcasting System, bringing total te 733 Deejay 
Bob Arbogast back from Coast. freelancing in Chi. First assignment 
is a daily two-hour stint on WEAW, Evanston ...WCFL platter spinner 


Eileen Mack working a Wednesday afternoon closed circuit show fed | 


to the Chi-area vets hospitals . . . D’Arcy agency of St. Louis, which 
recently inherited the Standard Oil of Indiana account from McCann- 
Erickson, is setting up a Windy City office on Michigan Ave... . 
wna Chan helming a 90-minute disk show Saturday nights on 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Reps of Prockter Telefilms in for Pentagon huddles on a projected 
syndicated tv series with a military background and using service 
footage . . . Donald Baruch, nephew of Bernard, handling all Dept. 
of Defense cooperation for vidpix .. . Joseph McCaffrey, radio news- 
man ex of CBS, and more recently MBS correspondent, readying a 
handbook as guide to coming state and national elections ... Ruth 
Crane, WMAL-ABC femmecaster. currently enjoying a Nassau vaca- 
tion . . . Nick Chaconas upped from chief engineer to newly-created 
post of operations director for WGMS, town’s “Good Music” station 

. Washington Evening Star now “sponsoring” the Army-McCarthy 
hearings over WMAL-ABC, which it owns and operates ... Claude 
Mahoney, CBS radio Washington reporter and editor. of CBS Radio 


his alma mater, DePauw U. . . . Nerman Reed has teed off annual 
“Miss Washington” contest over WWDC-MBS. 


IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


Kitty Kallen, currently playing night club date at Chubby’s, guested 
(6) on Stan Lee Broza’s “Children’s Hour” (NVCAU-TV), program which 
fterved as her springboard into show biz... William Wright, formerly 
with WIP. has been added to the announcing staff of KYW ... Tom 
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Meorehead’s “Stop, Look and Listen,” aud participator on WFIL-TV, 
has added two stations up-State; WLRB, Lebanon, and WILK-TV, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. ... Dick Clark, emcee of WFIL’s “Caravan of Music,” 
has added two-and-a-half hours to show (Mon.-Fri., 2 to 6 p.m.) to 
clock up a total of 20 hours weekly platter spinning .. . Robert N. 
Pryor, v.p. in charge of public relations at WCAU, and Roger W. Clipp, 
general manager of the WFIL stations, have been named co-chairmen 
of Philadelphia’s Fire Prevention Week . . . Ed Murrow’s “Person to 
Person” show will. make its local debut on WCAU-TV, July 2, its 
final show of season. Station. will resume carrying show in fall... . 
Bill Morgan has been upped from mailing department at WIP to post 
of record librarian on “Dawn Patrol,” all-night platter show. 


IN OMAHA... | 


Centerville Broadcasting Co. sold KCOG, Centerville, to the Hia- 
watha Broadcasting Co. tor a reported $65,000 . . . KCOM, Sioux 
City, started fulltime affiliation with Mutual last Tuesday (1) .. . 
Ogallala (Neb.) Broadcasting Co., incorporated for $50,000, has filed 
application with FCC for a station there. Prexy Newell Eastman said 
construction will begin by Sept. 15... Ben Larson emeeeing WOW-TV's 
“Dance Time Under the Stars” program from Peony Park. Hour pro- 
gram is aired Wednesday nights. Nebraska Gov. Robert Crosby was 
on opening show June 2... Bruce Clifton is the farm director for 
KSCJ, Sioux City. 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


Bob Horan leaves WTAM-WNBK news to become public relations 
director for the stations succeeding Frank Derry, who moves to radio- 
tv for Cleveland Electric Illumination Co. . . . Fle Roth, ex-WJW, 
now promotion manager of TV Guide .... WGAR consumated first 
FM sale by AM station, with Custom Classics buying part of Henry 
Pildner show . . . Ethel Bores writing Cleveland News radio-tv columns 
while Maurice Van Metre vacations . .. WTAM’s Bandwagon emcee, 


Johnny Andrews into New York as Morey Amsterdam sub, while Wally.) 


Griffin subs for Andrews . . . Griffin, currently appearing at .Vogue 
Room, broke into show biz eight years ago as Andrews’ sub at Boston’s 
Bradford Hotel Circus Room . .. Bétty Pearson Andrews into New 
York for Universal-International contract talks . Bache & Co. 
picked up Jack Dooley’s 5 p.m. WGAK news stint. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . : 


Two of the Twin Cities’ top tv personalities resigned. Clifford Rian, 
known to airwave audiences here as John Ford, departed from WTCN- 
TV because of what he described as “differences of opinion on policy.” 
Walter Butler, the station's assistant to the president, declined to 
comment on the resignation. Rian says he'll take a two-month rest 
before making any future commitment. His exposure of St. Paul 
pinball machine gambling, with cash payoffs in violation of the law, 
on his news show earlier in the year, attracted considerable attention 
to the program and resulted in much publicity. The other resignation 
was that of P. J. Hoffstrom, known to KSTP-TV audiences as “Mr. 1%,” 
the weather broadcaster and author of the St. Paul Dispatch “Hawf 
’'N Hawf” column. He leaves to join WBBM-TV, Chicago, where he'll 
start a weather show next week. He’s also a cartoonist . . . Stew Mac- 
Pherson, WCCO radio personality, to Alaska to report for his station 
on military installations ... Bob DeHaven renewed for a fourth year 
for Butternut Coffee and Standard Oil for his 7:15 p.m. WCCO radio 
news show. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Ed King elected president of AFTRA, with Carl Ide as vice-president 
.. . Chris Witting had publicity and promotion directors of Westing- 
house stations all over the country here for a series of meetings over 
the weekend . . . Maxine Elliott, formerly of WJIM in Lansing, has 
joined the staff of WKJF-TV ... Thorofare Markets has bought a 
daily quarter-holr morning strip on KDKA featuring Slim Bryant 
and the Wildcats, organist Aneurin Bodycombe and Paul Shannon, 
announcer ... Gloria Abdou, head of women’s activities at WCAE, 
co-starring with Edward Komperda in “Love From a Stranger” at 
the Little Lake Theatre next week ... Jan Andree, WPIT disk jockey, 
and his wife celebrated their second wedding anni ... Buz Aston 
has bought an acre of land in Peters Township, Washington County, 
and plans to build there shortly . .. KDKA announcer-newscaster 
flew his wife and children in his own plane down to Como, Tex., to 
visit his family for a week, then comes back to leave off the children 


“ ; and pick up the Stan Lenchners for a two-week flyi vacation to 
Farm News, honored with a Doctor of Humane Literature degree at | - , ae : 


Havana, Mexico City and New Orleans . .. Mead Mulvihill Jr. filling 
in for the vacationing KQV announcers during the summer. 


Onward & Upward With Storer 


—=—=e Continued from page 27 

















inight and 10,000 watts daytime at: approval of the Empire purchase. 


a cost of over $300,000. | Approval of the Empire deal 

Immediately upon acquiring Would give Storer the highly valu- 
WJBK, Storer filed for tv in De-|able WEXL (VHF) in Cleveland 
troit and obtained channel 2. The | 4nd he has made commitments to 


station started operations in 1948 the Commission to dispose of one 


with a basic hourly ad rate of $350. 
By the close of 1953, the network 
rate of WJBK-TV was $1,850 per 
hour, the national spot rate was 
$1,700 per hour and the local rate 
$1,400. Storer now plans a studio | 
and office Duilding for the WJBK 
stations on a valuable site he has | 
purchased in the heart of Detroit. | 


In 1951, Storer sold WLOK in 
Lima and acquired WSAI in Cin- | 
cinnati for $243,000. He sold 
| WSAI two years later at a Joss and 
| bought WBRC and WBRC-TV in 
| Birmingham for $2,451,000. 

In 1953, Storer sold WMMN for 
$340,000 and bought KABC (now 
KGBS) in San Antonio, Tex., for 
| $785,000. He had previously pur- 
|chased KEYL (now KGBS-TV) in 
San Antonio for $1,036,000 and in- 
| vested another $1,000,000 in de- 
veloping the station. He recently 
made a deat to se}! the stations for 
$3,500,000 to the San Antonio | 


News and Express in order to pur- | 





chase the Empire Coil Co. tv sta- | 
tions in Cleveland and Portland, | 
Ore., and an @leetronic parts plant | 
in New Rochelle, 'N. Y., for $8,500,- | 
000. 
San Antone Deal Off? 

- However, the deal, which had a 
May deadline, has apparently fallen 
through and Storer is reportedly 
negotiating to sell his Birmingham 








|;of his five tv properties to con- 


{which would put Siorer over the 


Broperties in order Je obtain, FOC, ney 


form with the five-station ceiling. 
But the Commission is believed to 
be withholding approval because 
the Empire purchase includes a 
UHF station (KPTV in Portland, 


ceiling even if he sells one of his 
stations. Storer has asked the 
Commission to allow him to take 
over KPTV pending disposition of 
the agency’s proposal to raise the 
ownership ceiling to seven stations 
providing at least two are UHF. 

In addition to his broadcast prop- 
erties, Storer owns the ‘Florida 
Sun Publishing Co. which pub- 
lishes a daily newspaper in Miami 
Beach. The company also owns 
Television del Caribe, which oper- 
ates a tv station in Havana, Cuba. 
In addition, it owns a controlling 
interest in Standard Tube Co., 
Detroit, which manufactures elec- 
tric welded steel tubing. 

Central offices of the company 
are in Miami Beach where Storer 
resides. The company also main- 
tains sales offices in New York 
and Chicago. 





Hanover, N. H.—Establishment 
of an educational television station, 
broadcasting on UHF Channel 21 
and serving a _ 15-mile_ radius 
around Hanover, has been recom- 
mended: for Dartmouth College 
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filed-in Federal court that FCC in- 
vestigators offered bribes to ob- 
tain false testimony against him; 
and (3) to determine w er Lamb 





sary for a broadcast Ii e. 

An unusual aspect order is 
the inclusion of the iss#e relating 
to charges made by Lamb te the 
U. S. District Court of the D. C. 
Circuit in connection with his re- 
quest for a preliminary injunction 
to stay the Commission from 
further proceedings and to require 
it to renew his WICU Ticense. It’s 
likely that Lamb’s attorneys, for- 
mer Atty. Gen. J. Howard McGrath 
and Russell Brown, will claim this 
issue trespasses On the Court’s ju- 
risdiction when arguments are held 
Friday (11) before Judge Edward 
A. Tamm on the injunction motion 
and the FCC move to dismiss. If 
the motion is denied, Lamb’s coun- 
sel will move to have this issue 
eliminated so that it can be fol- 
lowed up when the Court hears 
arguments on the complaint—prob- 
ably next Spring. 

However, after Judge Tamm rules 
on the motion, there probably will 
be an-appeal to the U. S. Court of 
Appeals—either by Lamb or the 
FCC — before the Commission 
starts hearings. 

Issue No. 2 in the Commission's 
hearing order calls for “futl infor- 
mation” respecting allegations 
made by Lamb in the complaint 
filed in Court that “only after the 
issuance of the so-called ‘charges’ ” 
regarding his loyalty did FCC 
“send to Toledo and Erie at least 
three investigators who have at- 
tempted to induce citizens of those 
communities falsely to testify that 
plaintiff Lamb was in fact affiliated 
ox associated with the Communist 
Party; and in this. connection they 
have offered and caused to be of- 
fered at least one bribe for such 
false testimony.” 

The Commission will also inquire 
into allegations in the complaint 
that the FCC investigators said 
publicly, “We are out to get Lamb 
and take WICU away from him”; 
and that they have “unsuccessfully 
solicited false testimony designed 
to impair said Lamb’s personal 
reputation and integrity.” 





Fort Werth—There were 374,600 
tv sets in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area as of June 1, according to the 
latest survey reports which were 
announced here. by WBAP-TV di- 
rector Harold Hough. 
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“System” in las Vegas 
is @ six-letter word mean- 
ing “to-lose money in a 
planned and orderly 
manner.” 


A line from the script of 
The Halls of Ivy starring 
Ronald Colman and his 
wife Benita’ Hume— 
coming soon. 
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57th Street, 118 West Ci 7-1900 
GREAT NORTHERN HOTEL 
Room with Private Bath 

from 95.00 ’ 
2 Rooms and Kitchenette 
from 160.00 
Monthly on Lease 
Full Hetel Service for One or Twe 


Persons Included 9 —~ 
Alse Mederate Menthly Arrangements 
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. . Is the unknown quantity 





Both the Radio and Television industry 


are always seeking advance news about lo- EDITORIAL FEATURES 


cal and national spot sales, networks, avail- i le 
abilities, results and dig deeply for facts Forthcoming 


f d fi ve th f 
 Gilnceay? 9th ANNUAL RADIO and TV 
REVIEW and PREVIEW 





With the new horizons opening in TV; 


the new problems developing in Radio; the TV SPOTS 
new trends, new sales promotion angles, Range in cost per indie market listing the producer, 
advertising, merchandising, talent, produc- distribater, format and length. 


tion, direction, writing, etc.,—“X” is a | TV FILM COST CHART 


bigger problem now than ever before. Network talent cost chart of TV film of Network Shows. 


VARIETY, as aiways, brings to you TV FALL PROGRAMS 
ADVANCE INFORMATION about the up- 


coming who. what and where of Radio and 


* Television... . in fact all of Show Business. TRENDS IN TV FILM 
: ; VS. LIVE PROGRAMMING 
Having at hand information of this type 


works commercially; you can better design SPECIAL ARTICLES 


. policy, methods, advertising, merchandis- by 
i ith ADVANCE INFORMATION show- 
ae: TOP EXECUTIVES 


ing the trends of your business. 
from 


The editorial and statistical features of ADVERTISING AGENCIES 
VARIETY’s RADIO 
TELEVISION 
9th ANNUAL RADIO and TELEVISION NETWORKS 
REVIEW and PREVIEW a he 


are spetifically designed to aid you in 
doing away with “X”... the unknown 


Network Shows—Live and Film. 


























quantity. Send your advertising copy to any of the offices. ; 


It’s a must for the buyer... it’s a must 


cance ‘NEW YORK 36 CHICAGO 11 HOLLYWOOD 28 
for the seller. “ 154 West 46th St. 612 No. Michigan Ave, 6311 Yucca St. 


The advance-advertising and promotion 

this particular issue has had in the Radio 

» and Television industry makes it the ideal 
“°* nediam for your sales story. 
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Television Chatter 





New York 


Rudy Vallee planes in from the 
Coast Monday (14) to huddle with 
Gross-Baer packaging outfit on a 
contemplated daytime tv e “ 

ert King into cast*of “One 
ame Family” as replacement for 
legit-bound Jimmy Lee ... Walter 
O’Keefe starts eight-week summer 
run as Herb Shriner’s replacement 
on “Two for the Money June 
_.. Ozzie Nelsons plane east June 
30 for family visits and trip to 
Europe . .. Joey Walsh featured 
in “Big Story” Friday (11)... Nina 
Reader, 11-year-old Londoner, set 
for the cast of Robert Montgom- 
ery’s presentation of “Great Ex- 
pectations”’ next Monday (14). . . 
Juliana Larson on Eddie Fisher 
show Friday (9). 

Max Liebman to the Coast over 
the weekend to spend a week, re- 
turning to town for a couple of 
days and then will be off to Europe 
(his second abroader in recent 
weeks) for a month to ogle talent 
for his NBC specolas ... Elmer W. 
Lower tapped by CBS-TV for new 
post of manager of news and public 
affairs under director Sig Mickel- 
son, Same Web named Roy Lang- 
ham asst. mgr. of tv network oper- 
ations, replacing Lawrence Gum- 
binner, who switched to traffic 
dept. .. . Helene Parker set Betty 
Sue Albert for Amm-i-dent com- 
mercial on “Magic Clown,” Nancy 
Reynolds for Noxzema film plug on 
“Person to Person,” Blair Wilcox 
for Cheer on “Search for Tomor- 
row” and “Brighter Day,” and 
Rosemary Prinz for Holiday Cigs 
on “Plainclothesman” ... Monday’s 
(7) “The Strike” on CBS-TV’s 
“Studio One” had the first all-male 
cast for the show since ‘‘Mutiny on 
the Nicollette Nicollette” in De- 
cember, 1951. Starred was James 
(‘Foreign Intrigue”) Daly, with 
Roy Roberts featured and Wyatt 
Cooper in support. Cooper, an ex- 
tra on the Westinghouse show for 
the past year, hails, incidentally, 
from Whynot, Miss. Summer se- 
ries will be launched June 21 with 
Alex March producing and Edgar 
Peterson the exec reiner ... Betty 
Cox replaced Toby Deane as fea- 
tured femme singer of WCBS-TV’s 
George Skinner ayemer . . . NBC 
trade press editor Ellis Moore be- | 
came a pappy for the third time | 
... Ovaltine inked for 13 weeks of | 


Wednesday segment of NBC “Ding |} 





6| Arthur Murray show in the Milton 


minute ad-lib situation comedy, for 
another 13 weeks on a co-op basis. 

Jack Ragotzy must return from 
his summer theatre in Michigan 
(Barn Theatre, Augusta) for “‘Portia 
Faces Life’ CBS-TV on June 11 in 
order to get killed in the serial. 
He’s been appearing as Wynn 
Carleson, sidekick to the gambling 
hall operator. 

Kathryn Murray goin 
fifth video year at teeo 


into her 
of NBC’s 


Berle time next Tuesday (15), with 
a number of stars who’ve appeared 
on the program carded for the 
preem ... With Walter Cronkite 
as emcee, “It’s News To Me” is 
summer sub for Ed Murrow’s CBS- 
TV .“Person to Person” starting 
July 9 ..+ Barbara Klopp, of 
WNBT'’s traffic dept., was queen of 
Mike & Screen press dinner at 
Waldorf (4). Incidentally, Marie 
McGuire leaves traffic sector to go 
with Tex & Jinx McCrary ... CBS’ 
Larry LeSueur made full member 
of Fourth Division on eve of 10th 
anni of the outfit’s D-Day assault | 
on Normandy Beach ... Marvin 
Camp tapped as news and special 
events coordinator of WNBC- 
WNBT reporting to Bill Berns. 
Latter skeds ancther sponsored 
world travelcade this month... 
Buck Kartalian cast for “Man 
Behind the Badge” Sunday (13) on 
CBS ... Tommy Mercer, Marcie 
Miller and Ray Anthony orch slated 
as summer’ batter for Perry Como’s 
three-a-week on *CBS... Bob 
Russell conducting N.Y.C. finals of 
the “Miss Universe’ contest on 
“Man in Your Life’ on WOR-TV 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 


TV No. | With Kids 


Continued from page 27 

















“new things” by watching tv, such 
as cooking, sewing and gardening, 
that they read as many books as 
ever, participate in as many extra- 
curricular activities as ever, and 
would like to see more tv shows 
based on historical episodes, lives 
of heroes and scientific achieve- 
ments. 


_ The. survey reported variations 
in viewing hours among children 
of different age groups. In~ the 
first three primary school grades, 
the average was about 214 hours 





Dong School” starting Oct. 6. An-|4 day. In the next three grades, it 
other web pact brings Bromo); Was higher than three hours. In 
Quinine to “Today” twice weekly | the top grades*of grammar school, 
for 23 frames beginning Sept. 26. i average was the highest—about 





- Tito Puente into a a le 314 hours. 

shots on Steve Allen’s iN : os. 
stanza this month . . . DuMont Poe poco ager gy x tiers _ wee | 
renewed “Marge & Jeff.” 15-| , & crops to | 


jless than three hours a day for | 
| freshmen and sophomores. It drops | 
,again to about 2!2 hours a day | 
|; among juniors and seniors. 


| Hyde or ? 


Continued from page 25 

| the part of Committee Democrats 
| to oppose the nomination on 
| rounds similar to their opposition 
; to Lee—identifieation with Mce- 
| Carthy. Doerfer has not been 
|linked to McCarthy. as closely as 
Lee but he comes from the same 
state and attended Marquette U. 
Law School as the same time as the 
Wisconsin Senator. McCarthy also 
must have known in advance of 
) Doerfer’s appointment for he had 
intervened early in 1953 to prevent 
former FCC Chairman Paal Walker 
from granting the Hearst-sought 
educational channel] in Milwaukee to 
the city until Doerfer was appoint- 
ed as the first of the “new faces” to 
be brought into the FCC-by the 
new Administration. Doerfer im- 
mediately went to bat to keep the 
channel open until Hearst had ex- 
hausted its efforts to have it de- 
clared commercial Hearst finally 
gave up but succeeded in getting 
the Commission to assign another 
VHF channel in suburban Whitefish 
Bay, an assignment which brought 
. storm of protest from UHF sta- 
ions. 








' 
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There are three things 
ony woman will moke an 


excuse to get out of: a 
rainstorm, a tight girdle 
ond a diet. 


A line from the script of 
The Halls of Ivy starring 
Ronald Colman and his 
wife Benita Hume— 
coming soon. 
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Continued from page 2 


they might one day be compelled 
to forego cigarets, too. 
Chimneysweeps’ cancer appeared 
in mature men who, as lads, had 
been forced to crawl, naked, into 
hot, narrow chimneys. Norr points 
out that while there was then “ne 




















te Stage, TV & Sereen Stars 
SPECIALIZING IN 


DRESS and SPORT SHIATS 


Fed Sanders, Jue. 


77. 47th $t., nyc, Plose 7-$865 





chimneys caused cancer of the 
scrotum, nevertheless the law of 
nearly every civilized European 
country permitted the families of 
chimneysweeps so afflicted in ma- 
turity to sue for damages. 

The anti-cigaret fight is expected 
to shift into high gear as and when 
the Howe adit goes trial against 
R. J. Reynolds, Amemecan Tobacco, 
P. Lorillard, Brown & Williamson 
and A. & P. 

Current rumors that the Dow 
Chemical Co. is about to produce 
a new type of filter to chemically 
eliminate the hazard of hydrocar- 
bofi elements in the burning cigaret 
is characterized by Norr as “pos- 
sibly helpful, but it does not touch 
the essential fact, it’s the. live 
smoke, not the nicotine, which is 
often fallaciously blamed. Black 
smoke is the villain. It is simply 
not good for the human system.” 

It is not known how large a 
circulation Norr has for his anti- 
cigaret newsletter which is sold at 
$15 a year and is plainly setting 
out to be the megaphone and 
platform of “the cause.” Bulk 
subscriptions from temperance or- 
ganizations are being sought. 


* 


Continued from page 24 ae 














for themselves. Since last Dec. 1, 
we have registered new radio sales 
in excess of $9,000,000, an increase 
of 357% over the comparable six- 
month period a year ago. Renew- 
als for the same period were an- 
other $16,000,000. The placement 
of over $25,000,000 in new and re- 
newed radio orders shows what can 
be done to revitalize this dynamic 
medium and widen its usefulness 
| to the advertiser and the public. 
“On the NBC Radio Network we 
have patterns and plans to fit the 
needs of any and all national ad- 
vertisers. This is demonstrated by 
the fact that of our $9,000,000 in 
new business, almost $7,000,000 
was placed in orders for time for 
programs following the traditional 
half-hour, quarter-hour and strip 
patterns, while over $2,000,000 was 
spent on participation in our new 
and flexible advertising plans. 
“When our competition deplores 
our application of new flexibility 
patterns to network radio, it is an 
admission that price cutting is the 
only solution the competition can 
offer. The sales patterns we are 
developing are bringing into net- 
work radio clients it should have 
had years ago, but was never able 
to reach because it was frozen to 
conventional patterns established 
at its beginning. At the same time, 


|we are making the conventional 


use of network radio a still more 
attractive buy for those who prefer 
this pattern. 

“On the programming side, we 
are applying concepts that will 
make the most of the changing 
!'radio listening habits. By taking 
| advantage of the growing trend to- 
| ward a more personalized type of 
| listening, we are meeting the real 


| needs of the public as well as those 

| of the advertisers. 

| “A denial of the validity of 
these new sales and programming 

| patterns is a denial of radio’s great 

| future potential and a failure to 
understand advertising and circu- 

| lation needs.” 


Taylor Grant to WPTZ 


Newsman Taylor Grant, one of 
the mainstays of ABC Radio’s com- 
| mentator crew, has apparently de- 
| spaired of getting on tele via ABC 
| and last week signed to do a daily 
| tele newscast on WPTZ in Phila- 
| delphia. It’s to be a nightly 10- 
minute stahza at 11 p.m., starting 
next Monday (14). WPTZ, inci- 
dentally, is the ABC outlet there. 

Deal will make an airborne com- 
muter out of Grant, who lives in 
Freeport, L. I. On weekends he’ll 
do his ABC newscasts. 








Fete Betty Doolittle 


Washington, June 8. 
Bette Doolittle, recently elected 


eastern regional vice president 
of American Women in Radio 
and Television, will be feted 


at a cocktail party by mem- 
bers of organization’s local chap- 
ter on Thursday (10). Miss Doo- 
little, who is the first capitalite to 
hold a national office in AWRT, 


affairs of National Assn. of Radio 
and Television Broadcasters. 


Town’s top ranking ihdustry reps. 
as well as NARTB execs, FCC 
members, and Capitol Hill figures, 








‘conclusive’ proof” that smoke from’ 


are expected to attend. 





is assistant to the director of code 


‘Tnside Stuff—Radio-TV - 


When James Barton was forced out of NBC-TV’s “Justice” last 
Thursday (3) at the last minute with a severe case of laryngitis, it 
was too late (a few hours before air time). to get a substitute, so 
director Dan Petrie decided to step into the role. 

A key difficulty was that the part called for a man about twice the 
age of the 32-year-old Petrie. This was overcome in part by having 
him wear a “hearing aid.” The hearing aid was in faet a floor man- 
ager’s earphone, so Petrie could be cued from the control room. 

While Petrie turned thesp, NBC staff associate director Maury Penn 
took éver the reins for his first directorial assignment and carried the 
show through without a hitch. 





Robert Q. Lewis will be back ‘as emcee of “Name’s the Same,” the 
Goodson-Todman paneller on ABC-TV, next fall. Previous report 
erratumed in saying Lewis was out and naming Jan Murray as his 
successor. Lewis left yesterday (Tues.) for a three-week European 
vacation, with Clifton Fadiman subbing, but Robt. Q. will be back 
for the rest of the summer and the fall. 





Leon Goldstein, program veep at WMCA, N_.Y., is convaleseing in 
his Brooklyn home from a heart attack six weeks back. While on 
the road to recovery, he'll have to follow a reduced business regimen 
for some time. This will obligate him to skip his annual guest lecture 
at NYU’s Summer Radio-Television Workshop, a habit for the past 
1l years. 





General Electric copped a four-way spread in Freedoms Foundation 
awards last week, taking prizes in advertising, tele, radio and motion 
pictures. GE and BBD&O took the ad prize for its American Way 
ad series; it won a video award for its Fred Waring segment; took 
a radio prize for its WGY (Schenectady) series, “I Speak for Democ- 
racy”; and copped a motion picture kudos for “A is for Atom.” 





Fullscale preview of the songs and cast of Guy Lombardo’s produc- 
tion of “Arabian Nights” for the Jones Beach (N. Y.) Marine Theatre 
this summer will be presented on the bandleader-producer’s WNBT, 
N. Y. tv’er Friday (11). Lombardo will present eight tunes from the 
Carmen Lombardo-John Jacok Loeb score, and will have Lauritz Mel- 
chior, Helena Scott, Mia Slavenska and others from the cast on hand 
at the Roosevelt Hotel origination. 





A special Art Directors Club Medal was awarded yesterday (Tues.) 
to Dr. Frank Stanton, prexy of CBS, Inc., at the New York club’s 
annual luncheon heid at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. Citation origi- 
nated the first of a series of special awards to top management execs” 
who’ve encouraged and supported “superlative art and design in ad- 
vertising, publishing and promotion” and was given to Dr. Stanton 
specifically for encouragement to art chieftains of CBS dio and 
Television. Regular medal went to Louis Dorfsman, associate director 
and art director of radio sales promotion and advertising, with three 
“distinctive merit” awards to William Golden, creative director of 
CBS-TV ad and sales promotion, and one to George Olden, tv, web’s 
director of graphic arts. Dorfsman’s palm was for a newspaper ad 
promoting CBS Radio’s “Richard Diamond, Private Detective,” with 
Joseph Schindelman handling the artwork; Golden’s for various ads, 
and Olden’s for program promotion design for “The Web.” 





The boy and girl national winners of CBS-TV’s “most likely to 
succeed” contest among students graduating from highschools this 
month will be picked Friday (11) and announced by Walter Cronkite 
on “The Morning Show” next Tuesday (15). Although a number of 
CBS affiliates have latched on to the stunt and the panel of judges 
consists of national names in business, government and education, 
so far the web’s owned-and-operated stations have not given a nod 
to the event, for various reasons. In New York, for instance, WCBS-TV 
took the position that the award, bringing the pair to Gotham, would 
not apply and no alternative apparently was offered for Gotham 
winners. The web countered, however, by reportinglgn arrangement 
with the city’s superintendent of schools whereby 
made and the winners given $500 each. 


selections will be 














‘Project Summer’ 


Continued from page 27 











chieftain, left for Chi last night 
(Tues.) to feel out sponsors on the 


“Jeep” and March packages, both | 


of which are owned by Bob Adams. 
Martin said that , he’s had _ talks 
with sponsors in that area, with 
response strong enough to merit 
the junket for some final talks, 


In the March show the actor will 
host the majority of the hour-long 
casings, playing either a major or 
minor role about every fourth 
week. 
frey Lynn and Martin Huston dur- 
ing the last hot spell, will follow 
the same format set down on NBC- 
TV. The panel and quiz shows, ac- 
cording to Jim Caddigan, program 
boss at DuMont, are along the 
light line, with a strong stab at 
humor. 

“Project Summer” first crossed 
the planning boards some months 
ago. And in the last few weeks 
they were up for okay by DuMont 
prexy Ted Bergmann. Two of the 
original six shows have already 
scratched themselves a_ niche. 
“Love Story,” in on Tuesdays, got 
underway as a sustainer a few 
weeks back. “The Stranger,” an- 
other drama, was picked up for a 
13-week ride by Serutan-Geritol a 
week ago, and gets going shortly. 


Hot for Radio, Too 


Liberace’s upcoming transcribed 
radio show has already been sold 
in 94 markets by Guild Films, 
which produces and distributes his 
syndicated telefilm series. Show 
starts airing in September, with 
many; of the 94 already sold dou- 
bling in brass with sponsorship of 
the tv’er as well, 

Shows aren’t tapes of the vid- 
fimer, but will be produced sepa- 
rately. 





“Jeep,” which billed Jef-| 
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Poor Working Girl 


_—__— Continued from page 25 


v.p.-general manager Ted Ober- 
felder, who points out that the 
hundreds of thousands of New York 
girls working in offices, stores, etc., 
have never been exposed to 
women’s service shows. Not only 
are they the women the progfams 
would appeal to (since most of 
them are unmarried, with the sub- 
tle moral of each bit of informa- 
tion being how to get a husband), 
put they’ve also got the coin to buy 
the products (cosmetics, etc.) of 
the sponsors Oberfelder ,hopes to 
wrap up. 

Late hour of the programs is de- 
signed to catch the gals as they 
are shutting off their tv sets and 
getting ready for the next day. 
Oberfelder feels that the maximum 
effect of tv is over by 9:30, and 
also that the women’s shows are in 
the way of something different 
from the straight music-and-news 
programming en other stations. 

A further point that Oberfelder 
stresses is that the shows will be 
“service” in the. strictest sense. 
Most women daytime stanzas, he 
says, have degenerated to the point 
where they are no longer service 
shows but interview sessions. Pro- 
grams don’t direct themselves with 
tips for the housewife, but be- 
come largely mutual admiration ::o- 
cieties between the hostess and 
the author of the latest bestseller. 





A rumor is nothing more 
than a small breeze 
stirred up by a couple of 
old windbags, 


A line from the script of 
The Halls of Ivy starring 
Ronald Colman and his 
wife Benita Hume— 
coming sogn. 
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Winky Dink and You 
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THE SPOKEN WORD 
With Pola Chasman 
Producer: Migs Chasman 
25 Mins., Thurs., 9:05 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WQXR, New York 
Pola Chasman’s “Spoken Word” 
show is entering its second year on 
this New York Times-owned indie, 
continuing as an interesting varia- 
tion on the disk jockey theme, but 
with drama and poetry, rather than 
music, as the subject matter. It’s 
good, aural fare, keyed to the 
WQXR overall format—something 
in the nature of a capsule version 
of the BBC’s Third Program de- 
ro for the “intellectual spec- 
m.” : 


On last week’s transcribed pro- 
gram Miss Chasman had Arthur 


a Salesman” as the topic under 
discussion, followed by a pickup of 
ihe Act I closing scene from the 
recorded version of the prize-win- 
ning play, with Thomas Mitchell, 
Mildreg Dunnock and Arthur Ken- 
nedy. The Miller-Chasman chit- 
chat was rewarding, revealing as 
it did the playwright’s own motives 
and ideologies and some interest- 
ing vital statistics on the play’s 
global acceptance. (In most Euro- 
pean countries “Salesman” is per- 
manently entrenched in the reper- 
tory of state theatres with annual 
productions, etc.) 


“Spoken Word” merits the lis- 
tener’s attention. Rose. 


THE CATBIRD SEAT 

With John Drainie, Jane Mallett, 
others 

Producer-Director: Esse W. Ljungh 

Writer: Edith Fowkes’ 

30 Mins.; Sun. (6); 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBC, from Toronto 


“Summer Stage,” half-hour re- 
placement for full-hour “Stage 
54,” got off to a flying start with 
James Thurber’s short story “The 
Catbird Seat.” It was carried over 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp.'s 
Trans-Canada Network. 

Edith Fowkes’ adaptation, en- 
tirely in flashback with the central 
character as narrator, caught the 
Walter Mittyish humor excellently, 


wood scores, pointed it up with sly 
skill. Esse W. Ljungh’s direction 


Miller as guest, with his “Death of | 


and the special music of Louis Ap- | 
plebaum, w.k. for several Holly- | 


JIMMY NELSON’S . HIGHWA 
| FROLICS migiee 


With Nelson, Bobby Hackett Orch, 
Buddy Weed Orch, Norman 
Blake Orch, Billy Butterfield 
Orch, Joe Biviano Orch 

Producer: Bill Hamilton 

Director: Clark Andrews 

Writer: Don Witty 

225 Mins., Sun., 5 p.m. 

ining 

ABC, from New York 
ABC, having taken the position 

that nighttime radio calls for “re- 

laxation” programming as_ the 
answer to the knotty problem of 
how to reach the tv home, has 
taken steps to implement that 
theory, having first slotted week- 
day nighttime music-and-feature 

shows cross-the-board in the 8-9:30 

time, and now putting its weekend 

house in that order with Jimmy 
| Nelson and his trio of dummies in 

a Sunday evening musical for the 

homeward-bound motorist. 
Running time for this marathon 


SAMMY KAYE’S SERENADE 
ROOM 
With Sammy Kaye Orch, guests 
Producer-Directer: Joseph Graham 
Writer: Ed Ettinger | 
25 Mins.; Mon., Wed., Thurs., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from N.Y. . 
Sammy Kaye, who is in for the 
summer at the Hotel Astor Roof, 
N. Y., is fronting a pléasing musical 
session on ABC via transcriptions. 
Series has no particular angle 
beyand that of showcasing the 
Kaye band’s music, the maestro’s 
glib chatter and a guest artist. 
Kickoff stanza (7) for the series 
had -.MGM~ Records’ 
Betty Madigan as guest and she 
delivered nicely on her current 
releases, “Joey” and “And So !f 
Walked Home.” The Kaye band 
and vocal ensemble contributed 
“Little Girl,” “‘Dreams For Sale” 





is three-and-three-qugrter hours, | 
stretching over the 
period, with interruptions for the 
Admiral saturation schedule of 
five-minute newscasts and several 
of ABC’s quarter-hour news com- 
mentary shows. It’s a combination 
disk jockey-live music segment, 
with plenty of station breaks for 
local spots and traffic news, along 
with a few network comments on 
motoring and vacationing topics. 

_Nelson was trapped for this as- | 
signment on the theory that a net-| 
work, while providing the music- 


quarter-hour segments throughout 
the evening. 

Obviously, a local station can’t 
supply a Jimmy Nelson, but does 
it. make that much difference. 
There’s little question ‘hat Nelson 
|is an ingratiating deejay ‘and a 
‘knowledgeable one too', and that 
| his Danny O’Day, Humphrey Higs- 
bye and Farfel characters are an 
added plus. But the bands don’t 
'add very much—recordings will 
|serve the purpose equally well. 
| And as far as traffic reports go. 
| WABC, the local flagship, didn’t 
carry any in the segments caught 
‘which would cause many motor- 
lists to switch to the competing 
| WNEW). 





} 


j 
i 


and-news format, has to air a show | has been added to 
that can’t be duplicated by the; 
local station (if not, what’s the pur- | 


was well-paced and ably managed|__ What it all boils down to is this: | 
the frequent transitions of time Network radio, in invading what) 
and place. |up to now has been the province 


Exceedingly tricky roles of two | 0! local radio—the disk jockey, | 


leads were splendidly handled by | ™ 


John Drainie and Jane Mallett, vet | 
stage and radio performers, with | 


usic-and-news format—jis step- 
ping into dangerous ground. The} 
line of demarcation between what | 
the network puts on and what the | 


good support from Howard Milsom, | 


Tommy Tweed and Jean Keller. local station can duplicate is a fine | 


cone and susceptible to a good deal | 
of interpretation by the station. 
With Nelson as a personality being 
the only difference between a net- 
work spread and a local operation. 
there may be imany stations who 


Gard. 
NBC’S TV BUILDUP 
FOR ROGER KENNEDY f2<1,22"),<33,<22,na380" 


NBC is planning a tv buildup for! ABC is committed to the show 
Roger Kennedy, the former Dept. | for the rest of the summer. and if 
of Justice lawyer who is now do-| li goes well plans to carry it in 
ing the Sunday morning “Collec- | the fall and winter with the motor- 


’ ” ¢ ae, - | ist angle played down. Just what 
ae om the web's radio type of sponsorship reaction the 





-|network tint telecasting. 


network gets wiil depend on the 
Kennedy subs for Frank Blair on | 

the “Today” show when the latter | 
vacations, taking over the news 
commentary. He'll also do tv duty | 
on the new “Comment” news| 
analysis show which goes into the | 
Monday night 8:30 to 9 period for} 
the summer (the Firestone spot) 
starting next week, pending the | 
fall premiere of the Sid Caesar | 
show in the 8 to 9 period. “Com-| 
ment,” out of the Dave Taylor pub- | 
lic affairs table, will use a number | 
of NBC newsmen ((Joe Harsch, | 
Henry Cassidy, Bill Chaplin, et al) | 
as well as outside figures. Julian 
Goodwin and Ann Gillis will pro-| 
duce. 


DuM’s Pitt, N. Y. Stations 
To Tee Off Tint Shows 


In line with DuMont Labs’ au- 
tumn release of 19-inch tint re- 
ceivers, two of the three DuMont 
network o&o’s are going to offer 
color stanzas. WABD, N. Y., and 
WDTV, Pittsburgh, will launch 
color skeds in early September, 

At the outset there will be no 
WABD 
will stick to color films and slides 
for its first programs, and WDTV 
will then be equipped to handle the 
other networks’ tint vehicles, ays 
will do no. originations of its own.+4 

Demonstrations of color video| 
are to be skedded for sponsors and | 
agencies during the latter part of | 
the summer. In the meantime, 
WABD’s transmitter atop the Em- 
pire State Building and WDTV’s| 
new 100,000-watt stick are being | 














Ralph Hamrick, Mgr. © New York City 
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tint lineup. 


modified to handle the ‘proposed 


Vir 


attractiveness of the announce-| 
ment rate, but here too, the net| 
is playing on dangerous ground in} 
terms of station acceptance. 
Chan, 


MASTERS OF MELODY 
With Ben Silverberg and WTAM 
Orch; Karl Bates, announcer 

Producer: Fred Wilson 
Director: James W. Rowe 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri. 9 a.m. 
WTAM, Cleveland 

“Masters of Melody.’ WTAM’s 
newly-formed concert orchestra, | 
batoned by Ben Silverberg, brings 
to northern Ohio’s_radio audience 
a most welcome bit of cross-the- 
board morning programming. Com- 
posed of some of the finest musici- 
ans in this area, the half-hour stan- 
za is refreshing segment of unin- 
terrupted good music. 

Only at the intro and close are 
selections identified. and except for 
a >Drief program tag midway, the 
entire half-hour is filled with 
soothing, refreshing, and brilliant- 
ly played instrumental music, As 
against the usual morning diet of 
deejays, chitchat stanzas, etc., this 
30 minutes of relaxing comfort 
should find its way into every home 
and business place seeking better 
music and programming. 

Included ‘in 11-piece orchestra 
are six members of the Cleveland 
Symphony.’ The station’s new mu- 
sical policy, that brings «a> daily 
total of three hours of live music. 
to listéners; iopened both with ar- | 
tistic success and prestige. Karl 
Bates’ announcing was usual com-| 
mendable job. Mark. 





| 





Schenectady—Norman A. Sweet- 
man, formerly production manager | 
of WSUN-TV, St. Petersburg, has 


joined WTRI-TV here .as a ana 


r-director. 
are d Jost ese de DS 


7 


944» 


and a cute hillbilly item, “Sittin’ 


= | And Waitin’.” Kaye supplied some 
5-10 p.m. smooth gab and wound up with a 


recitation of some poetry that 
seemed to be tagged on for no 
particular reason. Herm. 


Ken Loeffler To WPTZ 


Philadelphia, June 8. 
Ken Loeffler, basketball coach 
of the 1953 National A.A.U. cham- 
pionship team of LaSalle College, 
“The Sports 
Page,” nightly results and commen- 





i 


pose of a network?). Same reason- | tary program over WPTZ. 
ing accounts for the several bands | 
appearing on the show, plotted in| ley, sports editor of the Philadel- 


Loeffler replaces Lanse McCur- 


phia Daily News who resigned be- 
| cause of an illness which has hos- 
pitalized him for more than a 


month. 


songstress | 


PETER LIND HAYES SHOW 
With Jack Haskell, Norman Paris 

Trio 
Producer-director: Bruno Zirato Jr. 
Writer: Bob Corcoran 
30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:15 p.m. 
CBS, from New York 

Peter Lind Hayes, Jack Haskell 
and Norman Paris (Trio) constitute 
a click parlay in Hayes’ new early 
evening cross-the-boarder on CBS. 
Since any one of them is capable 
of shouldering a show on his own, 
the combination is strictly velvet 
for tuner-inners. In addition to 
their diversified chores, with Hayes 
| pitching the chitchat and his par- 
ticular brand of tongue-in-cheek- © 
| ism, the host makes with a bit of 
disk jockeying which at the kickoff 
show (7) included Glenn Miller’s 
boffo “Little Brown Jug” and Kitty 
Kailen’s tender treatment of her 
topselling Decca, “Little Things 
Mean a Lot’”—and as Hayes post- 
scripted so cunningly, “you know, 
like little minks and little dia- 
monds.” Haskell baritoned “‘Stran- 
|ger in Paradise’ and “My Heart 
Is a Hobo” in his forthright style 
j} and did up “On Moonlight Bay” in 
a pairing with Hayes, with latter 
,carrying the melody for a neat 
| switch. It may not have been in 
ithe indicated Van & Schenck 
| groove but was okay on its own. 

Paris and his group are topflight, 
‘and Paris himself is nothing less 
than slightly sensational as he 
tinkies those keys. Trio worked 
over “Gypsy in My Soul” handily, 
plus backing the vocals. Hayes’ 
endoff with Michae! Brown’s theme 
, song for the show, “It’s Time To 
|Go Now,” isn’t particularly suited 
ito his pipes—a minor criticism in 
jan altogether polished and interest- 
|ing 30 minutes on the transcribed 
‘ route. Trau. 
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America’s Most Famous Vacation 


Atlantic 


is proud to present 


PAUL 


=P RITEMAN 


“ON THE BOARDWALK” 


(Another Atlantic City 
Centennial ‘‘First’’) 


IN THE OCEAN STUDIO 
OF THE STEEL PIER 


ABC-TV 


Every Sunday, 8 P.M., E.S.T. 
COAST TO COAST 


Past 100 Years 


City 


and his new 


TV 


program — 
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the “GREATEST” 
the “BIGGEST” ® 
the “FINEST” ’ 
the“BEST” ” 

the “TOPS” * 


320s VARIETY Wednesday, June 9, 1954. ~ 


With Great Pleasure and Pride 
we are happy to be associated with 
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The *GREATEST Show on Earth 
6th Year! 


RINGLING BROS. ni 
BARNUM a BAILEY 
































CIRCUS of 1954 + 


Staged—Directed and 
Choreographed 


By BARSTOW 


NEW. YORK JOURNAL-AMERICAN 
“Out of this World!” 


NEW YORK MIRROR 


“A Master Piece! In our book this is by all odds 
the best version—it is real-sensational -beautiful 
circus!” 





The *FINEST/ 
“A STARK 
2 t 
ring 
JUDY GARLAND}jnd 
Dances and Muajol N 
By BAR TC 

MAY—Dtnce ‘t 
“Although it’s prempfre to | 
aetgt T 

The “BIGGEST Show of All that Judy Garland 
Record Breaking | 











GM MOTORAMA 
OF 1954 


“GOING PLACES” 


and 




















Innovation in ICE SHOWS 


BELITA 


“Champagne eon Ice” 
1953-54 


HIPPODROME, London 


Written, Directed and Choreographed 
By BARSTOW 


LONDON STAGE 


“Champagne sparkles!—A smash! Belita on stage and ice was 
cheered!” 





“SERENADE TO THE FUTURE” 


Produced—Directed. — 
Written and Choreographed 


By BARSTOW 


VARIETY 
“Industrial Ziegfeld—The Biggest Show of All! The Heaviest 
attended show in New York!” 


LOS ANGELES MIRROR f 


“Biggest and most lavish show ever presented! Greatest 
show of its kind ever produced!” 


LOS ANGELES EXAMINER 


“Director Barstow borrowed from tomorrow—to get tech- 
niques to use today!” 


in 5 Cities in 45 Days x 
Played to OVER 1,750,000 People 









































Film Musicals 


rR IS BORN” - 


Wering 


ANDlind JAMES MASON 


al Numbers Staged 
BTOW 


e to begin casting votes 
nominations, we predict 









S val if. 
Acade 





. "BEST 


Broadway's Stage Original 
“NEW FACES” 


“NEW FACES" 


Dances, Musical Numbers Staged 
By BARSTOW 





“TOPS in TV 


‘DAVE GARROWAY 
SHOW 


Staging and Choregraphy 
By BARSTOW 


NEW YORK JOURNAL AMERICAN 
“The award winning Chicago touch, is back—with its good 
taste in production and staging'™ 


NEW YORK TIMES 
“The choreography by Edith Barstow had crispness and 
point of view—the bright spot of the opening bill!” 








arland@g! be next year’s winner 
rayal iffA Star Is Born.” 
Mi Grateful Thanks 


ToMl of Our Associates 












AL THANKS TO 
Ringling North 
rlow Curtis and 
Wogirttul General Motors 


ike Kirk and 
dner Agency 


ft~Judy Garland 
onard Silliman 
Delfont—Val Parnell 
Biggie Levin 

ave Garroway 

arlie Andrews 
always our dear 
erriel Abbott 

Harry Kalcheim 








Management: 


Press Relations: 


ARRY GORE 








ORRIS AGENCY 
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dicated and National Spot Film Chart 
: - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and Natio pot Cha 
VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- time factors, since sets-in-use and yer pnreered wary according toe 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bureau time — i.e., a Saturday afterno sides aah sana ¥F ve ee may 
" have a ge share and an audience compos yety O childr. with Core 
nthly basis. Ci each week, with the 10 top-rated : 
anieahoniet, | ~ Cities soll be este “yt % yj s responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. AR *;: viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv.), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. (Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- (Myst), mystery; (Q), quis; (Sp), sports; (W J, western; (Wom), 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time—day and ~ distributors rep the national spot sponsor for whom the film is aired, 

BOSTON Approx. Set Count—1,150,000 Stations—WBZ (4), WNAC (7) 

TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND MAY SHARE SETS IN TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 
AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
1. Range Rider (W)............. Wee sa ok a yee Re. 5 eee ae oe SN es Bee ot | ea 8 ae eee eye | Life with Father...... as oan WOE Oi ee 17.3 
2. I Led Three Lives (Dr)....... WNAC. . vgs cee. pi) eee rer Ty AS ee rere Ws hbwsa-ae 83...ecceece.-.41.4| Hopalong Cassidy....... Cow EER. piace 5.8 
| Nightly Newsteller....... WES sivecese 8.1 
3. Diborkeoe Cie)... 0.2.5.4 ABZ canis Ps Oy 9 ee Sun. SSGPSIS0: ia: 000: SO Si oe BB lcs ee kee es 31.4} Chee .F- TRESS... 600. + WRB 66.635 Dey 
4. Death Valley Days (W).......WNAC......... McCann-Erickson.. .Fri. 10:30-11:00 ........ | eee « 48... cccceeee. 47.8; Sports; Greatest Fights..... WEI | wis waar s 30.5 
| Greatest Fights; InterviewsWBZ ........ 17.3 
5. Superman (Adv)............ WNAC? sh Howes Piemings. 2 6e-<vees ee og: See Sct. SR RY. 32 00s eS | oe Se . . csv oon WEZ 1.215% 58 
©. Tee Soe eas 3 i vce ck nox se WNAG ts. s8 e% 8 chek Varese Bion, 6:90-0:50 ...5 06s 2. tains sa FS cw en cc ease Ol | ME ee ee ve vas ces Wt exes vs 0 
. |. News—Victor Best... ...4 WBC sevccece 6.8 
%. Géme Antes Oli. cin weiss WNSC. vc e463 CBOs. cet uses ions DA Csi 4 0. sce wee 22, er 59.....20e++. 30.8; Hopalong Cassidy..... 0004s WEED Galas é ai. | 
8. Foreign Intrigue (Ady)....... WZ. 2.4. RAS. - J. Walter Thompson Thurs. 10:30-11:00 ..... Re ise atone GA. wcccccnscs DEO | Pape Ge Face. |. 53.5: Privve -." (* pre, KE 
eee ee. BOP... > bodes wees WHACK... «aes ves Met es cb ek RRS Thurs: 6200-7:00. .. 223: ee eee eS 24.3 Life with Elizabeth......... Fe os ia es od 8.0 
10. City Detective (Myst)........ Wet 6 5s whe aes te ee eae ee Tues. 10:30-21:06......40:.. ey ee re .-.. 27.9{Mr. District Attorney....... Wrens ice: 11.9 

SAN FRANCISCO Approx. Set Count—820,000 Stations—KRON (4), KPiX (5), KGO (7) 
3: Bates 726 GO... 6c4 0 oes: Bee a ckhsans PE aoe cases Wed. 9:00-9:30 ..«...... Seer | Ae err ru 56.2; Waterfront ...........e00e. ees 8 dase 142 
2 Pine See WU... co oveeedvees fe) | ae ee BE 6 ves Waka cA ee BOTS. TEU ee kas wate 248.3% sos 6 S2..eeseee+.- 47.2 Hoffman Hayride.......... i: a ae 13.6 

’ 3. Balerace \GR:.. <riessdioena. (+ er a a a eee ¢. oun. 9:3R-10:@0 es Te ipa a ae MiGascsa cane DOTTY Pisemaeees. . ioc cp esecns ROE colts: 28.3 
4. Life of Riley (Com).......... Bea. ay ack «ou PO ei 8G Ss ic che ..T SS. Ns ow as 2 ly Se ee ae | eee oS | RN ENO oor ss oe aon eee oes Me Ga os ce 21.9 
S. Banas Biget Fe). occee cee 8 gb, a ee Reg a Ges. Ts Orta «dieses oo AA coal fae eee ee 48.8 Science in Action.......... BRREY: is ccowre-os 15.8 
etiam CG). ois viaccess <> Oat) 0 3 ical 0 oct A nn do knee wee: 6:90-7:00 .ccc cesv: , ee _, See ose 33.3} Adventure; Science........ BE fs win ee’ 8.1 

a... kk Sepaaere is Keane 7.1 

7. Dangerous Assignment (Adv). KGO........... WG 23 os Sh aOR Mon. 8:30-9:00 ....... 94:0 5654505 34.6 .ccceccs. C6} Godfrey’s Talent Scouts..... KPIEX ...<.... 25.4 

8. Racket Squad (Myst)........ BGO. .azees ) i CES. baba eee Mon. 9:30-10:00 ....... 3 eee ee ee 55.6 Robt. Montgomery Presents KRON .......21.0 

~9. I Led Three Lives (Dr)...... ec cae «6 eS ost tas Cam nee Thurs. 10:30-11:00 ....17.3........ Aes Sow o6 6 AR POE Fc oe Se bo a ede 0 08s EE ae ace 5.8 

. | Sneator Kuchel.......... aE” 3 dananue 0.7 

10. I Am the Law (Myst)......... Bo. 3. eingiersia CA osc ess eae es Mon... B00 Wer sc eee Becad ses eee 68.1 | Bares and Aes ;. es... sas mee ss >. -40.0 
‘ 

CINCINNATI Approx. Set Count—440,000 Stations—WLW-T (5), WCPO (9), WKRC (12) 
1. I Led Three Lives (Adv)...... 5 8. eAD sd vhs eres. Thurs, 729e6:100 .. oo o355 ee Os oi ... 53.7 | Four Star Playhouse........ WAR. s6s 6: 14.4 
2. City Detective (Myst)... ..0.. WERCS. cssrcsss Be .. Sawasdee esa. Mon. 8:30-9:00 .......«. oe De Se Ra Ap 63.4 | Rbt. Montgomery Presents..WLW-T ....:. 25.8 
- Cane Wee Meee. oh oa oo vlbase err TEA wuss dee'e ad ae eae Suh. 5:00:0580° 30. 3k OE ee eee Eso decdececs Site) Meet. the Press: 2... o...sca Wie 8.1 
4. Kent Theatre (Dr).......... OS Serre BOs ok dre ctedeadnss bed wad Wed. 9.30-10:00 ....... Se PS ooee 47.2) Blue Ribbon Bout®..:...... Wee tihasaxs 21.4 

| Ringside Roundup........ , 3 6a 15.4 
5. Boston Blackie (Myst)........ . f R&R Se ls Sse eas «a eve Sat. 10: OG0G86 cs oes 22 Se D4. ceccceeee 40.9} Front Page News........... Wee sceuses 12.3 

ge FO ee Sa oe WERO: 233% 11.9 
6. Heart of the City (Dr)........ Wa «seen ns Sy. f (Sea eee Wed. 8:00-6:30 0.5. 02%: 3 RSs Me cae 6k wlaie re 67.0 | Bratt ZV Theatre... seccess 2 are 2o.0 
7. Badeo 7ié. Geesd) ..5 . 226055 MWe ce Cece PUGS 6 Cis cna eaves Mon. 9:30-10:00 ....... oi ee Fee Re ee es RE ES 4 a a WERG 5.4 6.:20.7 
8. Mr. District Attorney (Myst)..WLW-T........ eS Se oe oe oe Tues. 9:30-10:00 ........ i Se Dee veasas Hc 4 53.7 | Name’s the Same........... b's bee 22.1 
9. RPaverite Gtert T).. o.oo vos WET. ro bas Met. Ss oh acleareee ae Fri; $:30-6: 06 ad eve<5 S56 tae wae BG: ives cooee’ Of.0.} Our Miss Brooks. i.+...s- (<a oe ae eee 

10. Life with Elizabeth (Com)....WCPO......... ene se ae Mon. 7:30-8:00 ......... ESS SSS ree .... 61.8| Godfrey’s Talent Scouts....WKRC ...... 40.4 

MILWAUKEE (April) Approx. Set Count—620,000 - Stationsx—WTMJ (4), WOKY (19), WCAN (25) 
4. Didbetest Cie Fis vas ccc: WISls tic csae RS eg Are ie Fri. 8:00-8:30 ....... Re eee BO. ceva scesse SOA TEUMEY S TAVOEN «00006 c00s'es WCAN Viees- 15.0 
2. I Led Three Lives (Dr).......WTMJ.... cece; BEY vis gute piste. 46 O's Thurs, -F:30-10: OG.) 6 es ich ok cae: Mees aes eeeeee 47.9| Place the Face...... rrr yr WOAT - da-daas » $8 
3. Victory at Sea (Docum)....... ; gy Se | GG Ta SS gene San. 5:06-5:30 .. s% ow i ae ca Rs cSovoecwas GE | MeROmDY Bratinge... .c0cescces . (eS gael ieee 3.0 
6. Clem: Tee Cibo ae co ca hoe oes , > * SE A NE occ i a ek eo aie a nore O sakes oo e5a BA etca des | RA re Tales of the West..... 0 0c OAD Ss ésens 3.3 
S. Se, Cation. COs st. th dean PAs Gdat oc os Oks ccs Res ondeas Mat: 6:36-5:00 ....0050 080 Pree pen: ee yl, WOKY «'cccer 0.8 
6. Ramar of the Jungle (Adv)....WTMJ......... Pk kak bed sSoeory ee Feet 200° oe cc aeuc Bw Cee does MO venccucsce Ge iedey Cine |... . os PPE. =. SR ee 0.8 
7. City Detective (Myst)......... WMI ......... Bia. cadewe bei Fri. 9:00-9:30 .......... eee ere ek el WOAM <.20.,85.1 
8. Boston Blackie (Myst)........ | PS I eee ere 2 ao Bh Go |, 2 20.7 ss «aie nie Re 36.8 | Eee MM ins cae 0s cane WCAN .,..... 3.6 
9. Captain Midnight (W)........ gis 2 RIGA Seer Tatham-Laird...... Bat. 9:30-10°00 «0.36065 BO 7 0cke wn 100. «cs cecctoss 00.2 | None 

10. Wild Bill Hickock (W)........ We AA wns ohhh gl ONE? re ee mat. 12:06-12:30 osu 20 isin ate Bi acihiaa swe 32.1 Loné: Ranger: ...s.% épia av eee. caiees 4.4 

ROCHESTER. MINN. (March iy aa ss a Wwcco (4) (Minneapolis), KSTP (5) St. Paul, 

, ( ) Approx. Set Count—60,000 . KMMT (6) (Austin), KROC (10) (Rochester) 
1. Life of Riley Cees... 5 Skee RE eae BR MN cao dis euke oe 6 okie Thurs. 9:00-9:30 ....... Os hos oe ei GS ivcccoccece OF-4 | Martin Kane : cuts a's 600 eae tre 9.3 
2. Racket Squad (Ady)...... (atc ans denna Pies «tng Weehecese Thurs, 7:30-8:00 ....... Dcidesh os 54. .ccceeeees 66.4; T-Men in Action.......... ,KSTP ......-15.1 
° ste r ‘ yp 73 t 
3. Heart of the City sree | + Penne te Vilas cepestanances Fri. 7:00-7:90 ; . secca¥s- 31.8. ...00 © 52..6.. seeeee 61.6 Mr. & Mrs. North........+.KSTP ...-.++: 16.0 
4. Dangerous Assignment (Adv)..KROC..... esos WRC. .svccreses -+. Thurs. 8:00-8:30 ....... 30.2. ...s06 « 44. .cceceeeee 68.4/ Dragnet. .......5..- cocces KSTP *.000+> -26.7 
5. City Detective (Myst)........ RNOC Avia Kt MEA. ce shivces PA. OFOO0E, ori Pee 39". ..+++0e08 56.7| Ouf Miss Brooks........... WEED" 27.52". 24.9 
" Johnny Jupiter (Child)........ KROC beueacnee Ted Bates......... Sat. 5:30-6:00... 7. 5.05: ee gat S BE ccccccscs GOB Wie Bll FIGMOOR.. cccceces WO iceces- 16.0 
Mm arenas A bea hikes We ais wCco ease pi he eek ee ale Tues. 05390-16:06. .... 00: Bynes cee BD. ceeeeeeees 49.6) 1 Led Three Lives.......+.. KSTP ....++- 14.2 
eo Fairbanks Presents (Dr). ...KROC..,., cawee Interstate... .edseos. Thurs. 9:30-10:00 ...... 182... ee BD. cccccccses 43.5 | Unexpected. Fs dewd bosesece WCCO .<.-..-15.6 

ng bs Cassidy (W) Bs ye hie ota wcco 17006 See sete eee en ewes Sat. 6:00-6:30". ceeds. Dae. 5 «hs Pe Oe erry wee ee Ee Ge ee OT ett 20.7 

. Wi ill Hickock (W)........ Loe 8s Ry ee rer Rak, BOR ie eh ashar cs PP Py APP ee ceeces 38.3 | Johnny Jupiter...........-: ROG... ase 40-9. 
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~——Fiv’s $4,000,000 Tint Sprint 


ziv prexy John Sinn planed to the Coast last week for a series 
of conferences on the firm’s future plans for color film after de- 
claring in New York that Ziv’s $4,000,600 investment in color tele- 


pix has paid off. 


He based that statement on the performances 


of the three color scanners displayed at the NARTB convention 
the week before, declaring that because of the development of 
the scanners, “the advantage in color television will be held by 


film.” 


On the Coast, Sinn is conferring with studio v.p. Maurice 
(Babe) Unger and program veep Herb Gordon on application of 
tint to Ziv’s upcoming product, which includes “Corliss Archer” 
and some four or five other series, still unrevealed. Virtually all 


of Ziv’s current shows are in 


color, among them “Mr. District 


Attorney,” “I Led Three Lives,” “Favorite Story” and “Cisco 
Kid,” the latter with a five-year stockpile of tinted negatives. . 


Payoff for Ziv, Sinn said, is 


in being “way ahead of the in- 


dustry in being able to service its clients for color television.” 


“Color tv is not on its way,” Sinn said. 





“It’s already here.” 




















aimee ck Anat 


Liv in Major Expansion, Creates 
New Unit; Reel Heads Operations 


New Business Dept., encompass-+4- 


ing all phases of sales service, film 
distribution and control and mer- 
chandising and promotion, has 
been set up by Ziv Television, 
with onetime AFRA national ‘exec 
secretary A. Frank Keel as 
operations manager of the new 
setup. 

In charge of the department will 
be Robert W. Friedheim, up to now 
New York operation manager of 
Ziv Television and the. Frederic W. 
Ziv Co. He gets v.p. stripes along 
with the assignment. Reel, who 
first was AFRA national exec sec- 
retary and subsequently N. Y. lo- 
cal exec secretary of AFTRA, its 
successor, is opefations manager, 
while Thomas B. Roach, in charge 
of manufacturing operations for 
Ziv and World, becomes sales serv- 
ice manager. 

Ziv prexy John Sinn, explaining 
the creation of the new unit, de- 
clared Ziv’s total film product has 
jumped 150% in the past 18 
months while its volume of busi- 
ness with stations and sponsors has 
increased 78% in the same period. 
Primary emphasis of the new unit 
is to offer increased services to sta- 
tions and sponsors in the form of 
merchandising and promotion. 
Other functions, however, will in- 
clude dealing with Ziv’s contract 
labor and other phases of admin- 
istration, including liaison between 
the firm’s Hollywood, Cincinnati 
and N. Y. offices. 

Setting up of the new unit re- 
flects the scope merchandising has 
assumed in telefilm syndication. In 
previous years, the Ziv organization 
has been on a business-only rela- 
tionship with clients, offering the 
product on its own merits and not 
paying too much attention to sup- 


(Continued on page 36) 


Dukoff’s African 
Pact for Vidpix 


Johannesburg, June 8. 

Agreement has been reached be- 
tween Edward Dukoff and John 
Schlesinger, chairman of the board 
of the Schlesinger Organization, 
whereby latter’s Killarney Studios 
and Film, Laboratories will enter 
the American telefilm market in 
association with Dukoff. 


Schlesinger group has virtual 
control over all show biz activity 
on the African continent. Several 
telefilmed series are planned for 
immediate production, with the 
first to detail the activities of the 
African police, locationing in jun- 
gles, mountains, desert and metro- 
politan areas. All vidpix will be 
énsed in Eastman color film. 


Schlesinger said his group has 
— Planning a move into the U.S. 
oe for several years, and that 
: Ch an opportunity came with the 

rival of Dukoff, Danny Kaye’s 
personal manager, and currently 

Companying the comedian on a 
P.a. tour here, - 
oun Dukoff returns to Holly- 
eens in July, he will complete or- 

zational arrangements for the 





Merican segment of the company. 





UTP Ups Robrs, McManus 


United Television Programs last 
week upped two local account execs 
to the new posts of regional sales 
managers. UTP named Chi v.p. 
John Rohrs midwest regional top- 
per, and tapped Philly-Baltimore- 


Washington salesman John Mc- 
Manus as eastern regional sales 
chief. 

Rohrs will continue to headquar- 
ter in Chi, while McManus moves 
into Gotham under N. Y. veep 
he joined UTP a couple of months 
Aaron Beckwith. McManus, until 
back, was a sales exec with Tele- 
news. All sales activity will con- 
tinue to be directed from the com- 
pany’s Coast headquarters. 


Merchandising To 
Get Major Play In 
_ CBS Film Scheme 


Use of merchandising campaigns, 
hitherto confined to new _ syndi- 
cated telefilm shows as a means 
of getting them off the ground, as 
a sales stimulant for older and es- 
tablished shows is being attempted 
by CBS Television Film Sales. CBS 
Film has drawn up complete cam- 
paigns for two of its older seg- 
ments, “Crown Theatre” and “Files 
of Jgffrey Jones,’ pegging them 
only toward sponsor categories that 
have proven successful in the past. 


New merchandising in the 
“Jones” series, for example, is 
pegged at only three sponsor cate- 
gories—beer distributors, used car 
dealers and retail stores. All mer- 
chandise is custom-tailored for 
these clients, and the campaign 
lists successful use of merchandis- 
ing by them in the past. On the 
Gloria Swanson “Crown Theatre,” 
CBS is offering a giveaway of 
“Gloria Swanson Secrets of Beauty 
& Charm,” five pamphlets soon to 
be published in book form. Also 
set are plans for a national con- 
test (believed to be the first for 
a syndicated show) on “Why I 
would like to be as well groomed 
as Gloria Swanson,” with a N. Y. 
vacation and the beauty-and-clothes 
treatment for the winner. 


Use of limited-sponsor merchan- 
dising as a sales stimulant for es- 
tablished shows is one phase of an 
overall CBS Film program to pre- 
determine merchandising schemes 
so far to eliminate wasted coin and 
effort. Outfit wants to tailor mer- 
chandising for each show, based on 
research, past experience of suc- 
cessful clients and: other experi- 
ence, to avoid the waste that goes 
into general merchandising cam- 
paigns. CBS researchers are going 
over the first print of “The 
Whistler” right now, to tailormake 
merchandising for certain types of 
clients for whom the show would 
be most useful, 








Continuing its expansion moves, | 
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AS VIDPIX 








FLOCK OF SHOWS 
IN PRODUCTION 


The upsurge in overseas telepix 
production which began last fall 
has by no means lessened, but if 
anything is gathering steam. At 
last count, there were six series 
currently on the air that are still 
producing in Europe. More indica- 
tive is the fact that there are 16 
shows in production overseas that 
are definitely scheduled for fall re- 
lease, most of them through major 
distributors. 


Foreign production situation to- 
day dwarfs that which existed a 
year ago, when the AFL Hollywood 
Film Council kicked up a fuss about 
how overseas production would 
cause unemployment among the 
film craft unions. Not only are the 
number of series in production to- 
day greater than at that time, but 
there are more foreign-produced 
series on the air, and more of the 
yet unreleased pix in the can. 


Situation at the time of the Film 
Council blowoff was largely in the 
form of predictions. Only “Foreign 
|Intrigue,” “Douglas Fairbanks 
| Presents,” “China Smith,” “Orient 
| Express” and “Hans Christian An- 
| dersen™” were in production at the 
jtime, and the battle centered 
,around them. Of those five, only 

two are still in production (“In- 
| trigue” and “Dougfair’’), but the 
others have been more than re- 
| Placed. That the Film Council 
eyes the situation gravely was dis- 





Court Okays TV Release of Autry. 
Rogers Pix Despite Stars Beefs 


San Francisco, June 8. 

Conflicting lower court decisions 
were negated here by the 9th U.S. 
Court of Appeals in two vital 
rulings clearing the way for whole- 
sale release to television of old 
feature films despite the objec- 
tions of actors in the pictures. De- 
cisions primarily affected the old 


Gene Autry and Roy Rogers pix, 
but the basis of the Appeals Court 
ruhings set a pattern for handling 
of all similar cases, pending fur- 
ther appeal. 


One ruling upheld L. A. Fed- 
eral Judge Ben Harrison’s decision 
denying Autry an injunction pre- 
venting Repubic Pictures from 
| making his old Rep films available 
for commercial television  pro- 
grams. The other ruling reversed 
the decision of L. A. Federal Judge 
Pierson M. Hall who had granted 
Rogers an injunction in a similar 
|suit against Republic. 


é ° $ 
trigue Q; 
b The conflicting decisions in 
similar cases had kept the film in- 
° ° dustry in the dark as toe the proper 
antine eprise procedure in releasing o!d pix to 
television. 


| In the two cases, however, the 
| Appeals court held that both west- 
¢ern stars had contracts which gave 


|the studio the right to reproduce 


; - ented in| any and all of the acts, poses, 
lantine Beer. But also involved in| plays and appearances’ of the 


the renewal is renegotiation of | artists.” 





Commercial Pays Off 
Hollywood, June 8. 

More than 100 film and tele- 
vision actresses vied for the 
femme lead in the “Big Town” 
series, but a blue-eyed blonde, 
heretofore soon only in a tele- 
film commercial, won the role 
of Lorelei. She’s Trude Wroe, 
whole only previous experience 
with television was as the gal 
in the Paper-Mate Pen singing 
commercials. 

Miss Wroe ieports to Gross- 
Krasne Productions later this 
month to begin her role in the 
next 39 in the series. She suc- 
ceeds Beverly Tyler. 














Granddaddy of overseas - pro- 
| duced telepix series, Sheldon Reyn- 
| olds’ “Foreign Intrigue,” has been 
renewed for the fourth year by Bal- 











closed last week in its meeting with 
eight ad agerfcy execs and its state- 
ment that it was again surveying 
the field. 


Series in production and now on 


“Dougfair,” are “Flash Gordon,” 
being shot in Marseilles (first 26 
were lensed in Berlin) by Ed Grus- 
kin and Martin Pol! for MPTV; 
“Colonel March of Scotland Yard,” 
the Boris Karloff starrer produced 
by Panda Productions.in England 
for Official Films syndication; “In- 





shot by Trinity Productions for 
| Telefilm Enterprises release; and 


| Princess Pictures’ (Burt Balaban) | 


| series of 26 features for tv distribu- 
ition through Vitapix, first shot in 
|Germapy and now settled in Lon-| 
don. 
Flock Before Cameras | 
Now shooting for fall release are: | 
|““Sherlock Holmes,” produced in 
| Paris by Sheldon Reynolds for 
| MPTV release; the still untitled 
| 26-pix anthology series being shot | 
|in London by Gruskin, Poll and | 
| Tony Bartley for Flamingo Films; | 
|“Adventures of Jethro Adams,” | 
‘shot in four South American | 
|countries by Radio Program Pro-| 
|ductions, with Argentinian financ- | 
the Louis | 


} 
} 
| 
j 
! 


‘ing; “Paris Precinct,” 
,Jourdan-Claude Dauphin starrer) 
| being shot in Paris by MPTV;)| 


|“Captain Gallant of the Foreign | 
| Legion,” Buster Crabbe starrer for | 
| Television Programs of America| 
| Gil Ralston is in North Africa as 
}exee producer); a Jean Sablon 
'series being shot in Paris for Minot 
TV Films; a Rudy Vallee-starring 
| international variety show being 
shot in Rome by Marion Parsonnet, 
also for Minot; an Errol Flynn 
series of the same variety, also in 
Rome, for National Telefilm Asso- 


(Continued on page 36) 


GEN. TELERADIO PIX 
SET IN 6 MARKETS. 


Film Division of General Tele- | 
radio has pacted with stations in| 
six markets for first run on the 30) 
feature films recently acquired | 
from the Bank of America, it has | 
been reported by the firm’s N. Y. 
office. Details as to price or length 
of lease are not yet available. 

Deals inked by Pete Robeck, 
Film Division sales chief, and by 
Charles Morin, the firm’s west coast 
account exec, include KOMO-TV, 
Seattle; KRON-TV, San Francisco, 
and KDYL-TV, Salt Lake City. 
However, since Robeck could not 
be reached names of the other 
three stations were not disclosed. 











the market, besides “Intrigue” and | 


spector Fabian of Scotland Yard,” | where 
| censed the pic to other breweries. | ceived copies of the decision yet 
| Reynolds, it’s understood can now and refused to speculate on their 


Reynolds® contract with the brew- | 
ery that will enable him to set a|. Incidentally, Rogers bas had an 
| distribution deal for non-Ballantine /Junction restraining Rep from 


| markets and for reruns of the tele- releasing his pix to tv since be- 
| pix. |fore his trial. He obtained a pre- 


. + | liminary injunction before his case 
Details of the new pact aren’t| 2. heard in court, and on the 


/ known yet, but the arrangement , : 7 : 

will reportedly take distribution of a nid this _ — his —— 
the series out of the hands of Bal- y7.)), oe released to tv by the 
‘lantine and J. Walter Thompson| **”©Y *°- 
|and revert it to Reynolds. Up to 
| now, distribution has been han- 
| dled by the agency for Bailantine 
markets and only those other cities 
the brewery has 





What Next? 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Lawyers for both Republic and 
sub-li- the two stars said they hadn't re- 


make a deal with a distributor for | next moves. 
all non-Ballantine markets. 
Another development in the “In- 
trigue” intrigue is final decision| Wall St. sources in New York 
by the agency to switch the show/estimated that Republic would 
in New York from WNBT, the NBC | realize some $5,000,000 on the 
flagship, to WABC-TV, the ABC Autry and Rogers features from 





Rep’s $5,000,000 











key. Switch will be made in Au-|ty release. 
gust, when “Lux Video Theatre” 
moves into the time now held by 
cuffoing repeats for Ballantine in a WCBS ] V P t 
bid for the business, and has ap- = ac S 
parently succeeded. 
Series, up to now straight who- 7 e 
dunit and spy stuff, will undergo | 
a format change, with comedy and rincess e Cpix 
romantic situations to be written 
formats. Reynolds has made a deal; Princess Pictures package of fea- 
with the French Beaux Arts Com-| tures being made overseas for tv 
mission for rights to film all French | in the New York market, pacting 
landmarks, galleries and monu-| the series of 26 with WCBS-TV, 
ments in his pix, and also is nego- | the CBS flagship, for a multiple 
tiating with French Decca, which | run deal over a 14-month period. 
| Pix will be used on the “Late 
ing artists in some of his films in 
return to financing aid set a playdate or promotion plan 
up to now. 
‘ ? Sale puts the features in 62 mar- 
SAINT SERIES NEXT kets, with some of top stations in 
ON REYNOLDS AGENDA the country, including WDSU-TV, 
| New Orleans; WWJ-TV, Detroit; 
Producer Sheldon Reynolds, who | WBZ-TV Boston; WPTZ, Philadel- 
this week wrapped up a renewal on | Phia; WT'MJ-TV, Milwaukee; KSTP- 
“Foreign Intrigue” and has been| VY. Minneapolis; WDTV, Pitts- 
“Sherlock Holmes” telepix series, | and WEWS, Cleveland. In Roches- 
is now negotiating for an option on| ‘eT, _N. ‘Y., Stromberg-Carlson, 
a third property, “The Saint.” | whieh owns WHAM-TV, but has 
Both Reynolds and “The Saint” | rarely bought time on the station, 
are repped by the William Morris , ‘8 Sponsoring the package. 
Meanwhile, Princess prexy Burt 


“Intrigue.” WABC-TV has been 
into the scripts as well as the chase Vitapix Corp. has landed the 
has asked him to use their record- | 

Show,” with the station not having 
finalizing details of his upcoming | burgh; KRON-TV, San Francisco 
office, and it’s a matter of the | 


agency getting the producer and, Balaban has moved his crew from 
Bob Nathe (who reps author Leslie; southern Germany to London, 
Charteris) together on terms. Op- | where he’ll shoot most of the rea 
tion hasn’t been consummated yet, maining pix at the Southall “and 
but one of its provisions is for a| Riverdale Siudios. It’s also planned 
longterm deal if its exercised. to shoot some films in Rome. Don 

Even if a deal goes through,| Ameche and Ian Hunter have just 
Reynolds wouldn't start production | completed a couple of the pix, with 
for some time. Details on produc-| Marsha Hunt now before the cam- 
tion, financing, etc., haven’t even| eras. Scripters currently turning 
been discussed yet, but Reynolds is| out screenplays for the pix are 
definitely interested in doing the| Robert Presnell, Paul Tabori, Hans 
series. He leaves for Europe in a| Jacoby and Ernest and Margaret 
week or s0. Shenkin. 
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Real 


First telepix series to be shot in + 


South America has been wrapped 


up by Radio Program Productions, | 


Life Injun’ Trouble Pops Up 
In Shooting So. American Vidpix 





the N.Y. AM outfit which produces | 
“The Greatest Story Ever Told.” | 


First 13 half-hours in the series, 
“The Adventures of Jethro Adams,” 
have arrived in N.Y. and the firm 
is currently showing them to agen- 
cies. : 
Series was privately financed by 
some Argentine investors, and for 
that reason plus the desire for 
realism, the series was shot in 
four South American countries, Ar- 


gentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Bo- | 


BCE Pacts Vitapix 


livia. Series was produced there 
by Carlos Ochagiva, an Argentin- 
ian producer, with Radio Pro- 
grams’ own producer, William Was- 
muth, directing the operation from 
8 ae 


' digan-starring 


American thesp John McQuade 


stars as Jethro Adams, who in the 
series is an itinerant painter who 
manages to get into various scrapes 
with the local authorities. Series 
was scripted by Gil Braun and Bill 
Welch, and shot only after Ocha- 
giva had spent several months in 
N.Y. huddling on the property. Na- 
tive directors and crews were used, 
with equipment. largely American. 

Scrapes 
series got in were nearly matched 
by some of the problems faced by 





Sy Weintraub to Coast 


Flamingo Films’ Sy Weintraub | 
planed to the Coast yesterday | 
(Tues.) to look over prints of the | 


first three of Flamingo’s Bill Lun- | 
“The | American” | 
vidpix series, currently shooting on | 
the Gross-Krasne lot. | 

While ir Hollywood, he'll also 
discuss other production deals. | 


| 


| 





On ‘Jimmy Allen’ 


Bing Crosby Enterprises, which | 
recently acquired a piece of the, 
old juve radio property; “Air Ad- | 
ventures of Jimmy Allen,” has set | 
a deal with Vitapix Corp: to dis- | 


.tribute the vidpix version when | 
| BCE starts production in late sum- | 


mer or fall. BCE veep Charles | 


Brown in N. Y. last week, set the | 


‘distribution deal with Vitapix and | 


that the hero of the? 


the crews shooting the films, ac- | 


cording to Radio Programs execs. 
One tribe of Indians was insulted 
because it wasn’t asked to partici- 


almost touched eff a feud. It was 
finally settled by some kind of 
football game. 
localites in one town almost ston- 
ed McQuade because he was draw- 
ing (on camera) the picture of a 
girl, and it’s against local custom 
to take or draw a girl’s picture ex- 
cept with her permission. Gov- 


also conferred with International | 


Shoe Co. on possible sponsorship. 
Int'l sponsored the series on radio. ; 


Radio property was owned by | 


| 


the late Russell Comer of Kansas | 
City, and BCE made the coproduc- | 


: ‘tion deal with Mrs. Comér after | 
pate in an Indian tribal scene, and ' 


Another time, the: 


ernment restrictions abounded, but | 
the producers managed to avoid’ 


most of them. 


Production-wise, too, the local 
customs had to be considered. One 
result of this was a rather unique 
shooting schedule, with dry runs 
in the morning, siesta in the after- 
noon, 


and on-camera final takes | 


viewing the pilot Comer made be- | 
fore he died. Pilot has been) 
sneak-previewed on | WOW-TV,| 
Omaha, with mailed in comment | 
ffom youngsters highly favorable, | 
according to Brown. Series is} 
straight aviation adventure, with | 
no space or fantasy material. Cast 
includes Speed Riggs ande Frank | 
Jenks. Series will be shot either | 
in late summer or fall, depending | 
on sponsorship deal. It will prob- | 


tably be shot on the Hal Roach lot. | 


from 3 in the afternoon to 9 at! 


night. Supporting casts consisted 
of local actors and many refugee 
actors itching for a chance to per- 
form in an American series. 

Series is Radio Program Produc- 
tions’ first try at telepix. It re- 
cently supervised the “Medallion 
Theatre” series on CBS-TV for 
Chrysler, and it’s been in radio for 
several years, having produced be- 
sides “Greatest Story,” the old 
“Radio Readers Digest” and cthers. 
Firm estimates that cost of produc- 
ing in South America is at least 
25° lower than in N.Y., since the 
need for extras and fancy sets is 
obviated. 


Sale of GT Features Can 
Make All the Difference 
In WOR-TV Balance Sheet 


Should WOR-TV, N. Y., sell the 
30 General Teleradio feature films 
at the station asking price of $1,- 
000,000, not only would it draw an 
estimated $100,000 profit but there 
would be other clear financial 





|is being used 


Waagenaar in U.S. To 


advantages too. The windfall which | 


sale of the pix represents is be- 
lieved able to put the station close 
to or across into the black. 

Intention is to sell the films for 
two 90-minute showings every night 
of the week, once at 7:30 p. m. 
and again at 10 p. m., thus leaving 
an hour of choice tele time open 
for sale in between. Moreover, 
sale of spot adjacencies to the 
prime feature film series will add 
several thousand dollars to the sta- 
tion till. 

Gordon Gray, station boss and 
General Teleradio veep, was in 
Cincy recently, pitching the prod- 
uct lo a major manufacturer there. 
There is no definite word on a 
sponsor decision, but it is reported 
that the firm approached has that 
we-wanna-buy gicam. Others have 
been approached also. 4 

A further assist brought by the 


30 films on the list of WOR-TV’s 
saleable items is that the features, 
all‘ of relatively current vintage 


and high calibre as far as video is 
concerned, can add heaps of much 
desired prestige to the station 
name, Opening up more facets for 
biz. ‘smee 


! atrical deals on the pix. - 


»7 3) talks. a? rts 


Brown left yesterday (Tues.) for 
Chicago and the Coast for home- 
office talks. | 


| 


STERLING ADDS SPAETH, 
OTHERS TO CATALOG 


Sterling Television has added. 





‘three new properties to what is al- 


ready probably the largest catalog 
among vidpix distributors. Most, 
recent acquisitions include 
quarter-hour series and a half-hour | 
product, each for 26 weeks. 


Half-hour show is Sigmund 
Spaeth’s “Music for Everybody.” 
Other shows are the “World 


Through Stamps” with Bob Trout 
as m.c., and ““Movie Museum” com- 
prising the old Biograph reels and 
early newsreels. Paul Killiam, who 
hosts another series for Sterling, | 
in the “Museum” 
piece. 

Elsewhere, Sterling has been 
pitching another relatively new ac- 
quisition, “Betsy and the Magic 
Kay,” picked up two months ago 
from Jamieson TV _ Productions, 
which up till then had its own dis- 
trib setup. 





Peddle Travel Vidpix 


Sam Waagenaar, president of 
Circle Film Enterprises, is in New 
York this week after a year’s 
camera tour of Europe during 
which he turned out five quarter-| 
hour travel pix. Waagenaar, for- 
merly European ad-pub director 
for Metro, is dickering tv and the- 


He shot all five himself, all in 
16m and three of them in color. 
One was done _ in Greece, another 
in Lapland, a third in Amsterdam, 
another in the Arctic Ocean and 
the fifth in five small European 


countries, Lichtenstein, Andorra, 
Monaco, San Marino and Vatican 
City. Pix aren’t the standard 


travelogs, according to Waagenaar. 
who also wrote the scripts, but all 
have story lines. 

He’s dickering with “Omnibus” 
for a showcase, also with Sterling | 
Films, which distribs a couple of 
his earlier travel. pix. He’s also 
huddling with Metro on the possi- 
bility of blowing them to 35m for 
theatrical showings. Waagenaar 
remains in N. Y. for a month then 
planes to the Coast for studio 
. bP. 98 28 
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$  Vidpix Chatter 
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oor? 


New York 


Arthur E, Paterson Jr., for the 


past year a reporter with CBS Ra-' 


dio Public Affairs on the ‘Feature 
Projects” staff, has joined CBS- 
TV Newsfilm as an editor-writer 
_. . Sereen Gems purchased “The 
Moocher,” a Cosmopolitan short 
story by: Mildred Cram, for its 
“Ford. Theatre” series... Gil 
Johnston switched from CBS Ra- 
dio Spot Sales to the N. Y. sales 
staff of CBS Television Film Sales 
_, , Guild Films made the appoint- 
ment of John Mahon 
with George F. Foley) as comptrol- 
ler, though he’s been in the 
post for the past three months 


} Charles E. Denny Jr., 
formerly with ABC-TV western 
sales, joined Television Pro- 
grams of America as a New Eng- 
land .account exec. . Russell 
Seeds agemty tapped George F. 
Foley to produce 20 commercials 
for the “Mr. Peepers’ Reynolds 
Metals show... Albert Boyars, 
formerly with Taplinger Associ- 


ates and the Greater New York 
Fund, joined Transfilm as p.r. di- 
rector, 

Transfilm completed filming the 
“campaign” spots of the 1955 Miss 
Rheingold contest for Foote, Cone 


|& Belding ... “Superman” show 


has won a National Safety Council 
award .. . TPA finally completed 
its move to new Madison Ave. 
quarters over the weekend... 
Princeton Film Center awarded a 
prize at the Boston Film Festival 
for its “Via Port of New York” 
half-hour telefilm made for the 
Port of N. Y. Authority ... Tex 
Antoine tapped for narrating 
chores on Transfilm's two-reeler 
for the Navy Chaplain’s Corps... 
Henry Fonda shooting commercials 
for his new telefilm series for 
Rheingold at Transfilm. 


DICKER SOL LESSER ON 
ANS ‘TARZAN’ DEAL 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Deal is being discussed whereby 
Sol Lesser will join the board of 
directors of American National 
Studios, and produce a_ telepix 
series based on his “Tarzan” the- 
atrical pix. 

It‘s understood deal being nego- 
tigaeted may be ciosed next week. 
One purpose of the move is to 
hypo production at the ANS lot, 
formerly the Eagle-Lion studios. 

Fred Levy Jr. is chairman of the 
ANS board, and other members in- 





twOtclude Daniel Reed, Ed Matz, Ed 


Pauley and Edward Conne. Bob 
Hope is partnered in the syndicate. 











Overseas Vidpix 
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ciates; “Secret File, U. S. A.,” a 
Robert Alda starrer produced by 
Triangle Productions in Amsterdam 
for Official Films; and a cartoon 
series being shot by Primrose Pro- 
ductions in Britain for General 
Teleradio. 

All of the above are presently 
before the cameras. Others sched- 


| uled to start in the fall or later in- 
; clude an Akim Tamiroff series ten- 


tatively. tagged ‘“‘Paris Detective,” 
which TPA is financing and will 


‘distribute; a telepix series to be 


produced in London by Sidney L. 
Bernstein (Granada Theatres top- 


per) and Alfred Hitchcock; and 
“Pancho Villa,” slated by Sam 
Bischoff for Mexico City with 


Anthony Quinn starring. 

In point of view of location, 
Paris and London lead with five 
series each. Rome has two in the 
works, Marseilles and Amsterdam 


;one each, with North Africa and 
South America also boasting one 


each, 


| 











Ziv 
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plementary services like merchan- 
dising. However, the syndication 
business has developed to the point 
where merchandising is one of its 
most potent sales and renewal 
arms. New department will con- 
centrate on this phase even to the 
extent of setting up personal _ap- 
pearance tours of Ziv stars for lo- 
cal sponsors, Ziv has done this to 
a limited extent in the past, pri- 
marily on “Cisco Kid,” but the new 
operation will embrace all Ziv 
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Volcano Helms Joan 


Hollywood, June 8: 

Joan Davis vidfilm sé¢ries, which 
has been produced by Al Simons 
Productions, will be helmed’ by 
Volcano Productions for next sea- 
son. 

Volcano is headed by Jimmy 
Banks and Bob Angus, headquar- 
tering at General Service studios. 
The 39 telepix for next year go 
into production in July. Series: is 
seen on the NBC web Wednesday 
nights. 


Mayor of Town 
As Telepix Series 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Lionel Barrymore’s old radio ve- 
hicle, “Mayor of the Town,” is 
making the conversion to vidpix 
with Thomas Mitchell in the key 
role. Series of 39 half-hours will 
be produced by John Rawlins and 
Marshall Grant at the Gross- 
Krasne lot, with the series set to 
roll in three weeks. 

National sales for the series has 
been set with the William Morris 
office, with United Television Pro- 
grams handling syndication and re- 
gionals. Marvin Young Associates 
packaged the deal, which involves 
an outlay of $1,000,000 for the 
films, and he'll participate in pro- 
duction of the series. Rawlins and 
Grant are vet feature producers- 
directors, both having served with 
Universal and other companies. 


‘ROAD WE TRAVEL’ 
PFC COLOR SERIES 


Princeton Film Center is ready- 
ing a new half-hour dramatic series 
in color, “The Road We Travel,”’. 
stories on personalities done in 
dramatic-documentary style. Pilot 








which will be pitched for national. 
sponsorship or syndicated through 
} Princeton’s own distribution setup. 
Pilot, “Old Man in a Hurry,” is 
the story of Hambletonian winner, 
Bion Shively. It’s based on a short 
story by Carl Carmer, with screen- 
play by Morton Wishengrad. Alex- 
|ander Hammid directed. 
i 


Florida Vidpix Outfit 
Expands to 3d Series 


Miami, June 8. 








Cambridge - Meran Productions, 


| Florida telepix producing outfit, 
| has expanded its production sched- 


| ule to three series, one of them 
| hour-long, another a half-hour d 


| the third a series of three and ofé- 


| half-minute shorts. 


| Hour-long segment is a variety 
| disk jockey show, “Mr. E.,”- with 
' three of the planned 52 already 
compléted. °* “Wanderers of the 
World,” a mystery series, is on the 
| drawing boards, but shooting on 
| the planned 26 hasn’t started ‘yet. 
| Third series, titled “CMP Varie- 
ties,’ has three of the 26 in the 
|can. CMP will handle its own dis- 
| tribution. 


OF Buys ‘H’wood Reel’ 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Official Film, Gotham teevee 
distrib, has, purchased “Hollywood 
Reel,” produced by the Johnson- 
Watson Productions, headed by 
columnist Erskine Johnson and 
|freelance tv cameraman-director 
Coy Watson, on a five-year guaran- 
tee-share of the profits lease. 

Series of 52 quarter-hour tele- 
films, which KTLA has had on a 
four-year pact, features pic and 
teevee stars at home, play and 
work. Johnson will renarrate the 
series to bring all changes ‘in 
events up to date. 





| 











Seattle—Charles Herring, former 
chief of KING-TV news depart- 
ment here, who has been on news 
staff of KNXT, Los Angeles; the 
past tew months. will return to 
KING July 5 and assume duties as 
head of both tv and radio news for: 
us ING, weiwes: “Ms glia "9Qse Si 








Problem of conflict evolving in 
the syndication field out of spon- 
sorship identity with a specific 
property has. been neatly resolved 
‘by Screen. Gems in its double. 
pronged production - distribution 
deal on “Captain Midnight” with 
The Wander Co., which will spon- 
‘sor the series this fall on CBS-TV 
Saturdays at 11. 


‘Screen Gems is preparing two 
telefilm series out of the same pro- 
‘duction. One is “Captain Mid- 
night” for Ovaltine’s (Wander’s 
product) 60 markets; the other is 
“Jet Jackson, Flying Commando,” 
for syndication in non-Ovaltine 
markets. Films are exactly the 
‘same except for billboards and the 
name of the hero, with short takes 
substituting the name “Jet Jack- 
son” for “Captain Midnight” in 
references to the hero in the syn- 
dicated series. 

Dual team came about because 
Ovaltine owns the “Captain Mid- 
night” character from its radio 
days, and wanted to place it on 
tele. It’s been using cut-down Re- 
public westerns and serials on a 
spot basis, with the ‘Captain Mid- 
night” character shot as host, but 
wanted to go ahead with a fresh 
series featuring the character 
throughout the story. 


Because its ad budget is limited, 
it could afford only limited mar- 
kets, yet didn’t want to lose its 
identification with the property in 
other markets. What resulted was 
‘the Screen Gems deal, in which it 
keeps the “Captain Midnight” tag 
all to itself, but allows the same 
films under a different title to be 
syndicated in other markets. 


‘What such a setup accomplishes 
is this: Ovaltine gets the series 
practically at cost (10 to 15° un- 
der what it would have cost for an 
exclusive); Screen Gems gets re- 
sidual rights via the “Jet Jackson” 
duplicate in some 120 non-Ovaltine 
markets, culling its profit from the 
syndication; Screen Gems can sell 
markets ordinarily unsaleable be- 
cause of everlap reception of ‘“‘Mid- 
night” via the “Jackson” title; Ovai- 
tine can merchandise its character 


has been completed on the series.) nationally, yet not-infringe on mer- 


chandising of local and regional 
“Jackson” sponsors, and vice-versa. 
} Deal is a five-year one, with year- 
ly options. Screen Gems shot the 
first two in April on an experi- 
mental basis, and last week started 
productién on the year’s remaining 
24. Columbia vidpix subsid will 
shoot 26 in the first year, starting 
syndication on the “Jackson” series 
in October, a month after Ovaltine 
starts with ‘Midnight’ on CBS. 
‘Series is being produced by George 
Bilson, with Fred Briskin supervis- 


ee Richard Webb stars. 


Provision of the deal is that Oval- 
| tine reserves the right to order ad- 
| ditional markets for the ‘“Mid- 
| night” show for future dates, in 
which case Screen Gems will with- 
|draw “Jackson” from those mar- 
kets. Deal was set by Screen Gems 
| V.p.-general manager Ralph Cohn 
,and sales veep John Mitchell and 
| spelled out by them at a press cow 
ference Monday (7). 


Seek to Halt ‘Ramar’ 
Vidpix Showings Over 
Use of ‘Congorilla’ Clips 


Suit was filed last week in N. Y. 
Supreme Court to stop television 
showings of “Ramar of the-Jungle” 
on the grounds the telepix series 
|clips from a feature called “Con- 
gorilla” without authorization from 
the . owners. Explorer Pictures 
asked the court to take possession 
of all “Ramar” pix to see which of 
them contained the “Congorilla” 
clips, to stop showings pending 
this and to authorize an account- 








ing. 
Named defendant along with 
Television Programs of America 


and Arrow Productions, distribu- 
tors and producers of “Ramar,” was 
J. Milton Salzburg, president of 
Cornell Films. Explorer claims 
that Salzburg, as licenser of “‘Goril- 
la,” gave Arrow the right to’ use the 
clips without legal authority to do 
so. Explorer seeks to get licensing 
rights back from Salzburg 
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Tooter 53 Wage Bill in ANC TV Totals 
$74,677,000; AFM Disk Take $5,600,000 


Members of the American Fed-4- - 


eration of Musicians still are find- 
jng their major source of employ- 
ment in radio stations, with thea- 
trical dates, television, and record- 
ing sessions following in that order. 
Statistical data is part of the re- 
port to be made by AFM prexy 
James C. Petrillo at the union's 


convention in Milwaukee, starting | 


next Monday (14). 

In the radio field, staff employ- 
ment for musicians inthe U. S. 
totalled $13,152,000, with $1,681,000 
additionally earned in Canada, Net 
work commercial employment 
amounted to $2,605,000, while local 
jobs in the U. S., Canada and 
Puerto Rico totalled $1,150,000 in 
wages for musicians. Grand total 
for 1953 musicians’ wages from 
radio amounted to $18,590,000. 

Breakdown of earnings in tele- 
vision was complicated by the fact 
that many staff musicians are used 
for both AM and tv programs. 
Steady staff employment exclu- 
sively for tv totalled $491,000 while 
local miscellaneous. tv jobs ac- 
counted for $2,316,000. Additional 
earnings of $2,461,000 came from 
single engagement jobs on live. tv 
shows sponsored by nationally ad- 
vertised products with another 
$817,000 earned from vidpix pro- 
ducers. Total of tooter wages 
from television amounted to $6,- 
086,000. 


In the theatrical field, dramatie 
and musical shows accounted for 
$3,170,000 in wages; vaudeville 
and presentation houses, $1,693,- 
000; opera and ballet, “$880,800; 
burlesque, $701,000, and spots with 
organists, $42,000. Total in .this 
field amounted to $6,489,900. 

In the disk field, bandleaders 
earned $649,500 while sidemen’s 
pay amounted to $3,118,900 during 
1953. These figures do not include 
payments to leaders. Contributions 
by the disk industry in 1953 to the 
Musicians Performance Trust Fund 
zmounted to $1,857,700 while the 
electrical transcriptions field 
shelled out $42,000 to the Fund. 
Wages from e.t.’s for both leaders 
and sidemen totalled $1,613,000 
last year. 


Chi Distrib Alleges 
Remington Has 2 Prices 
For Same Disk Product 


Chicago, June 8. 

Suit seeking $600,000 in damages 
from Remington Records and two 
other firms was filed in Federal 
Court here last week by Anthony 
Galgano and Reuben Lawrence, 
who do business as Record Distrib- 
utors. The suit charges price dis- 
crimination, conspiracy to restrain 
trade, and breach of contract. Oth- 
er two defendants are Plymouth 
Records Corp. of New York and 
Goldblatt Bros. of Chicago, a de- 
partment store chain. 

Complaint names Donald Gabor 
#s having control of both the Rem- 
ington and Plymouth companies, 
which allegedly had set up dummy 
corporations to sell LP disks cheap- 
ly to large chain stores. The plain- 
tiffs charge that either both the 
Plymouth and Remington lines 
come from the same masters owned 
by Remington, or that Remington 
sells to Plymouth at discriminating 
prices to allow lower resale. 

Piymouth, it’s charged in the 
suit, had sold a record line to Gold- 
blatt Bros. for 62c per disk, and 
these were retailed at 99c each. 
Allegedly, these are the same rec- 
ords as the Remington label sold 
to the plaintiffs at $1.36, resold to 
dealers at $1.82 and then to con- 
Sumers at $2.99. It’s further 
charged that of 1,000,000 records 
sold in this line, half that. number 
Was sold to the department. store 
chain. Treble damages sought in 
this area alone amount to $300,000. 
‘ Remington is charged also with 

©ing tardy at filling orders and 
With breach of contract in refusing 
© repurchase records according to 
trms of the original contract. 


Robbins’ New Band Folio 
Fai Robbins, head of J. J. Rob- 
posal Sons, is publishing a new 
- cational folio, “Here Comes the 
io based on 16 numbers from 

s Words & Music catalog. It will 
bes ned for the highschool mar- 
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Paul Yode i ” 
ments, r did the arrange- 





Doubletake 


A top songwriter was recent- 
ly approached for permission 
to have a parody done on one 
of the most valuable copy- 
rights in the ASCAP catalog. 

He said: “It’s okay for you 
to change the lyrics if you 
change the melody as well.” 


Fair Trade Law 
Upheld In Cap 














Capitol Records won its fair 
trade suit against Sam Goody, N. Y. 
disk retailer, last wéek when the 
N. Y. Court cf Appeals upheld the 
constitutionality of the law. But 


the victory is not expected to af- 
fect the practice of the discount 
houses in the platter field. Capitol 
won the right to enjoin Goody 
from selling its line at prices less 
than those fixed in agreements 
with other retailers. Action in- 
volves the Cetra-Soria label which 
Cap took over last year. 

Despite the decision, the discount 
operation has become so _ en- 
trenched in the disk industry that 
it’s believed that only the most 
radical policing methods will wipe 
it out. The major companies have 
shown little indication of wanting 
to cut off the discounters con- 
sistently and it’s believed that such 
retailers will continue, with few 
exceptions, such as in the case of 
Capito}’s Cetra-Soria line of operas, 
to seil disks on discounts ranging 
from 30 to 40%. 


Even if the majors were deter- 
mined to hold the line, the dis- 
counters would be able to make 
deals with the flock of smaller la- 
bels in the field for substantial 
diseounts. The retailers would then 
be able to offer tie-in discount 
sales where the purchase of one 
disk at list would permit the pur- 
chase of another disk for $1 or 
thereabouts. 

The Capitol-Goody case_ was 
ruled on by the N. Y. Appeals 
Court in a decision that also ap- 
plied to suits brought by General 
Electric against Masters, Inc., in 

. Y., and Lionel Corp. against S. 

Jein, also in N. Y. 


ELLINGTON, BRUBECK, 
MULLIGAN ABC PACKAGE 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Modern jazz concert package is 
being put together by Associated 
Booking Corp. for late fall and 
winter dates around the country, 
with some of the top names in the 
field as headliners. 

As now being blueprinted, the 
| package will combine Duke Elling- 
| ton, Dave Brubeck and Gerry Mul- 
| ligan and their respective organiza- 
tions. 








Vs. Goody Suit! 














LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
145th Consecutive Week, Aragon 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Exclusively on Coral Records 
THE MAN WITH THE BANJO 
Vocals by Larry Hooper 


and 
UNTIL SUNRISE 
Vocals by Alice Lon 


Victor Maps ae 
Major Sales 
Push at A.C. 


Atlantic City, June 8. 

RCA Victor execs are putting 
the finishing touches on one of the 
company’s most comprehensive 
merchandising campaigns at meet- 
ings due to end here late today 
(Tues.). Program, mapped by gen- 
eral manager Manie Sacks and 
other department heads, ranges 
from jazz to classics and ties to- 
gether Victor’s disk and _ instru- 
ment divisions into a joint sales 
project under the slogan of “Five 
Keys to Profit.” 

Utilizing showmanship in. the 
outlining of the campaign, Victor 
hired a bevy of models to serve as 
backdrops for the various mer- 
chandise lines. One of the key 
points in the meet was the accent 
on point-of-sale promotional de- 

(Continued on page 44) 











Frisco Promoter 


Veers To R&B Crews 
After Pop Bands Flop 


San Francisco, June 8. 

East Bay promoter Manny 
Schwartz will concentrate on 
rhythm & blues crews from now, 
on due to flops of a couple of pop | 
bands. Schwartz booked in the 
Sauter-Finegan unit Memorial Day 
weekend, playing them at the Palo- 
mar in San Jose and’at Sweet's in 
Oakland. Band drew only 287 paid | 
admissions in San Jose and 731 in | 
Oakland. 

However, blues shouter Joe 
|Turner drew 1,400 paid at $1.75 a 
|head into the Richmond Audito- 
| rium on May 30 for Schwartz. Pro- 





2 
vv 


45 RPM Deejay Service Touches Off 
New Battle of Speeds’; Stations Beef 





Making His Point 

Stan Freberg’s current Capi- 
tol release, “Point of Order,” 
is following the same pattern 
as his last-year click, “St. 

/ George and the Dragonet” and 
“Little Blue Riding Hood.” 
Capitol shipped 300,000 copies 
of “Order” in fits first week 
on release. 

“Dragonet” racked up close 
to 1,200,000 disk sales. “Or- 
der” is a satire on the current 
Army-MecCarthy hearings. 


Petrillo Faces 
Easy Victory At 





Despite rumblings of dissension 
from various big cities, James C. 
Petrillo is expected to remain 
firmly in the saddle throughout 
the convention of the American 
Federation of Musicians in Mil- 
waukee, starting next Monday (14). 
Whether there will be unanimity 
in the reelection of Petrillo as 
AFM prexy is not certain, but it’s 
definite that he will be reelected 
by an overwhelming majority of 
the convention delegates. 


The main centers of anti-Petrillo 
sentiment are New York, Philadel- 
phia and Los Angeles. Only the 
Philly delegation, however, is 
likely to take the initiative in at- 
tacking Petrillo on the convention 
floor. The L. A. local recently 


but in recent weeks, the leader- 
ship of Local 47 has indicated that 
they are not anxious te grapple 
with Petrillo at the union’s con- 
clave. The N. Y. delegation is also 
not expected to ruffle Petrillo’s 
temper, since it needs the national 
headquarter’s help in conducting 


WINS. 

Petrillo is expected to focus on 
his various achievements during 
the past year. These include pacts 
with the major radio-tv stations, 
his. agreement with the most of 
Hollywood studios and his deal 
with the disk industry. The big 


royalty bite for the Musicians Per- 
formance Trust Fund, which col- 
lected some $1,800,000 from the 
diskers last year. 

As usual, the smaller locals 
around the country will be solidly 
and vocally behind Petrillo at the 
convention. Petrillo has won over 
the small locals by accenting the 
MPTF, which provides their mem- 
bers with jobs that they would not 
ordinarily get. 


COL MOVING DIRECTLY 
INTO R&B, LATIN FIELDS 








| moter did poorly with the Dorsey | 
| Bros. earlier in the month. “Why | 
‘should I pay $1,000 and $1,250 | 
| guarantees for pop bands when I 





Columbia Records is prepping a 


move-in on the rhythm & blues. 


and Latino fields. Label, hereto- 
fore, had relegated the r&b and 


| Ellington and Mulligan have aj can get rhythm & blues money- | chile output to its subsids, Okeh 


\few individual dates which were | 


| booked far in advance and which 
| must be cleared or included in the 


| package setup before a definite | 


| itinerary can be set up. 





Cap’s ‘Intimate’ Album 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Something new in musicomedy 
albums is being worked out by 
Capitol Records for Ella Logan, 
| who’s slated to repeft for an etch- 
ing session this week. It will be 
an “intimate style” 
songs from “Finian’s Rainbow.” 

Miss. Logan will do all the 
songs she sang in the original cast 
| of the Broadway smash. She re- 
‘corded these, together with other 
' original cast members, for Colum- 
bia when the show was launched 
more than five years ago. The up- 
coming Capitol album, however, 
marks a rare use of the “original 
star” as a solo performer on musi- 
comedy tunes. George Greeley will 
{baton the orchestra with Bill 





Miller supervising the session. 


AFM Conclave: 


voted an anti-Petrillo resolution, , 


its current fight with WOR and) 


feather in his cap is the increased | 


makers for $6-700 against 50°:?” | and Epic, but requests from Col 


| asks Schwartz. 

_ Promoter has several R&B dates 
upcoming, with Fats Domino and 
The Clevers with 
Rhythm Rockers. Starting July 15, 
Schwartz will package The Clovers, 
Domino and John.Greer as a unit 
to play in Sacramento, San Fran- 


John Greer’s | 


| distribs around the country spark- 
|ed the move to issue this line un- 
| der its own banner. 

| Gene Becker, Col’s director of 
| special pop artists & repertoire 
currently scouting talent and ma- 
| terial for both fields. According to 


| will handle the new output. He's | 


Of ‘Finian’ By Logan 


package of | 


Becker, Col’s r&b and Latino re- 
leases won't conflict with its sub- 
sids since many of the Col dis- 
tribs.don’t carry the Epic or Okeh 
p lines, 


cisco, San Jose and Richmond from 
July 15 to 18. 








Decca’s 173c Divvy 
regular’ quarterly dividend of Blasco Pub-Disk Co. 
17!2c per share payable June 30 | v d 
Reactivated in K. C. 


| to stockholders of record June 21. 
Kansas City, June 8. 


| In conyection with the diskery’s 

| Turrent offer to exchange 2% of 

| its own shares for each share of | Blasco Musie, music publishing 
Universal Pictures, Universal stock | and recording firnr, has been reac- 
tendered on or before June 11, the | tivated. following a lull in opera- 
record date for Universal’s quar- | tions enforced by the recent death 
terly dividend of 25c, will be treat- | of its founder and president, Louis 
ed as if received after that date, | Blasco. New operation is headed 
thus making the owners eligible | by Frank Blasco, a brother, with 
for the U divvy. The owners will | Betty Peterson (Mrs. Lou Blasco) 
also be eligible to receive the Dec- | lyric writer, as vice president. 

ca divvy if they keep their stock 
until June 21, 











A third brother, Al Brasco, con- | 
tinues as secretary and treasurer. 


Radio stations and disk jockeys 
are not happy over the decision of 
the major disk companies to con- 
vert their cuffo deejay service to 
45rpm_ platters starting next 
month. In New York, WNEW has 
registered some stiff beefs to the 
diskers and a flock of other indie 
stations have followed suit. 


First ground for the squawks is 
the way the disk companies han- 
dled the conversion. It was done, 
according to station execs, without 
consultation with them and with- 
out adequate notice. The station 
execs point out that they and the 
platter companies depend on each 
other and should certainly have 
gotten more cooperation on this 
matter. 


The conversion to 45s is objected 
to on the grounds that it involves 
some of the artists & repertoire, 
the turntables ‘and pickup arms. 
The stations point out that if the 
switch to 45s was made to save 
money, the same purpose could 
| have been achieved if special dee- 
| jay pressings were made in the 
| 33rpm speed which is used for the 
| electrical transcriptions and which 
| would not necessitate any modifi- 


'eation in the playback machinery. 


Preference for 78s 


Another major hurdle to the sta- 
| tion’s acceptance.of 45s is the in- 
| grained deejay preference for the 
| 78s. If any jockey has a choice 
| between a 45 and a 72. it’s beiieved 
| that he will choose the latter. In 
| that case, publishers and song- 
| writers may still smuggle the 78s 
to the jockeys while the disk com- 
|; panies are circulating the 45s ex- 
| clusively, 

| It’s understood, moreover, that 
|some ef the artists & repetoire 
|heads at the major companies are 
also concerned over the move to 


(Continued on page 46) 


| ‘Sam, You Made the Note 
Too Long’ Could Be Said 
To Custom Tune Tailors 


Custom-made songs are building 
|an important new field for the 
_tunesmiths. Record company art- 
ists & repertoire men are increas- 
ingly handing out special assign- 
ments to writers to pen a specified 
styled song with a definite artist 
'in mind. 
| In the past, the a&r men relied 
| solely on the publishers for their 
'tune requirements, but now they 
are beginning to bypass the pub 
'for a closer working arrangeme:.t 
| with the sengsmith. The writers 
now huddl? with the a&r men on 
|the type of song required and 
| many of them stick with the tune 
| through the arrangements and the 
cutting sessions until the finished 
waxing is ready for release. 
| When the song is set, a publisher 
| is usually called in to take over the 
| copyright and handle the mechan- 
'iecs of the publishing end of the 
| biz. Decision on which pub gets 
a tune generally depends on the 
‘decisions of the artist, the a&r 
man and the writer. 

One of tne top examples of the 
“songs-to-order” school of writers 
is Robert Allen. During the past 
couple of months, Ailcn, in collahe- 
.ration with Al Stillman, has been 
called in on special tune-writing 
assignments for Perry Como, Don 
Cornell, Johnny Desmond and 
Margaret Whiting. 

For Como, the duo penned “You 
Alone” and “My One and Only 
Heart.” while Coral’s a&r chief 
Bob Theile called them in to write 
“Little Lucy” for Cornell. Their 
most recent song-assignment chore 
was “In God We Trust,” which 
Johnny Desmond cut for Coral. 
Miss Whiting’s platter has not yet 
been released. 

Allen also is getting calls from 
the a&r men to assist in special 
album projects and general pro- 
duction writing. 








wo 








Cap Renews Froman 


Capitol Records has extended 
Jane Froman’s pact another two 
| years. The contract, which goes 
| into effect July 2, calls for a min- 
|imum of 16 sides for the two-year 
period. : 
Warbler. gets an advance against 

ja 5° royalty. 
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Jocks, Juke 








Les Paui- Mary Ford: me m A Fool 
To Care’-“Auctioneer” (Capitol). 
This hot-selling disk duo have 
another strong coupling in “I’m A 
Fool To Care” and “Auctioneer.’ | 
Both sides spotlight Muss . Ford’s 
warm ‘warbling style and Paul's | 
expert guitar work. In the race! 
for top spins “Fool To Care” looks | 
like the winner. It’s a sentimental | 
ballad with lots of appeal for both | ° 
jocks and. jukes. “Auctioreer” is | 
in a more stylized ballad groove | 
but also good for spinning action. 

Mitzi Mason: *“‘Who.Can Say’’-“So | 
Much More’ (MGM). Mitzi Mason | 
emerges as a potent femme disker 
with her slice of “Who Can Say.” | 
It’s her first waxing effort “Who | 
Can Say” is a lilting ballad that | 
blends melody and lyrie for topt 
effect. She also gives the slow- ! 


By MIKE GROSS 


s and Disks 








a so-so entry that gets some help 
from Crewe’s brisk crooning. 

Frank Weir: “The Little Shoe- 
maker” - “The Never-Never Land” 
(London). “Shoemaker” is current- 
ly getting a-lot of diskery attention 
| and; if the tune pulls into the pay- 
off bracket, Frank Weir’s workover 
will have been an important factor. | 
Weir’s sax work, which made 
“Happy Wanderer” a bestseller, is 
again predominant on this slice. 
| The chorus, too, helps project the 
folksy flavor of the tune. Reverse | 
is a frisky item styled along kidisk | 
lines. Vocal on this side’ is’ 
handled by Maureen Childs and) 
The Little Tinkers. 

Vaughn Monroe: “They Were 
Dancing The Mambo”-“Sandman” 
(Victor). Vaughn Monroe has a 
breezy item to play with in “They 








Best 


LES PAUL-MARY FORD 
(Capitol) 
MITZI MASON 
(M-G-M) .... 
TOMMY PRISCO 
Og eT Te eer a 
FONTANE SISTERS wer 
(1908) os 


ee eee ent eee tees 


a 


Sry re Cea geen 


a 


.. Happy Davs and Lonely Nights 


Bets 


bent eee I'M A FOOL TO CARE 

Sere er ee Auctioneer 

oe eave Ot ERS WHO CAN SAY 

MY LOVE IS YOURS 
Friends and Neighbors 

._ IF I DIDN’T HAVE YOU 





_ 





tempoed ballad on the reverse a) 
slick workover. 
Tommy Prisco: “My Love Is 
Yours”- “Friends and Neighbors” 
(Mercury}. Tommy Prisco makes a 
solid impresh on his initial- Mer- 
cury etching since his moveover | 
from King. In “My Love Is Yours” 
he gets a chance to show off his big 
piping style and he belts the'| 
grandiose ballad right into the} 
winners circle. He joins a choral | 
group for a rousing rendition of 
“Friends and Neighbors.” 


Fontane Sisters: “If I Didn't, 
Have You”"-“Happy Days ~~ and) 
Lonely Nights” (Dot). After a long- 
time tieup with RCA Victor, the 
Fontane gals moved over to the 
indie Dot label and have come up, 
with a likely click their first time 
out. “If I Didn't Have You” is the | 
kind of slow sentimental slice that! 
could get a bit sticky if not 
handled properly. The gals, how-) 
ever, give it a topdrawer treatment 
that rates attention on al! levels. 
Reverse is a nifty “barrelhouse 
rendition of the Billy Rose-Fred 
Fisher oldie. Its a natural for the 
jukes: 


Connee Boswell: “If I Give My 


Heart To. You” -“T-E-N-N-E-S- 
S-E-E” (Decca). “If I Give My 
Heart fo You” is one of Connee 


Boswell’s best sides in some time. 
The ballad showcases her wax 
charm and should nab deejay con- 
sideration. She hits a neat rhythm 
beat on the reverse. 


Bob Crewe: “Cash Register 
Heart’-“Change of Heart” ‘Jubi- 
lee}. Both sides of this Bob Crewe 


coupling are okay, but neither has! 
the imaginative spark to push into 


'a eatchy tune which Monroe 
projects with a pleasant vocal 
, workover. “Sandman” is a slow 


| rific. 


| same handicap. 


_ Tiomkin’s background score for the 


_ beat sound attractive: It’s been his 


| and he does it again for sock effect 





Were Dancing The Mambo.” It’s 


' ballad item which is slightly sopo- 


Jerry Vale: “I'll Follow You”"- 
“Go” (Columbia). Jerry Vale con- 
tinues to remain on the brink of | 
“the big one.” “Ill Follow You” 
is a good ballad entry, but it fails 
to build much exicitement. “Go” 
is in a similar groove and has the 


LeRoy Holmes Orch: “The High 
And The Mighty’-“Lisa” (MGM). 
LeRoy Homes has come up with an 


| through entry. 
| One. Nights” has spirit and rates 





intriguing arrangement of Dimitri 


WB pic, “The High and the) 
Mighty.” Fred Lowery does the | 
whistling bit, but it tends to be- 
come wearing. “Lisa,” on the flip, | 
hasn't got enough appeal. 

Pee Wee Hunt: “The Vamp”-“So 
Blue” (Capitol). Pee Wee Hunt 
knows how to make an old-fashioned 


forte on his past couple of releases 





on “The Vamp.” He gives it an 
arresting flavor and it should go | 
far, especially on the juke level. | 
Similar treatment is given “So | 
Blue.” on the bottom deck. 

Jane Russell-Johnny Desmon d: 
“Backward, Turn Backward”-“For- | 
evermore” (Coral). Teamup of Jane | 
Russell and Johnny Desmond im- | 
presses nicely but is late on “Back- 
ward, Turn Backward,” the better 
of the two sides. ‘“‘Forevermore” is 
a minor offering. 

Guy Lombardo Orch: “A Thou- 
sand And One Nights”-“How Long | 


Lombardo. Both are given ‘the 
standard Lombardo treatment, but 
neither side stands out as a break- 
“A Thousand And 


some action. Bill Flanagan and 
chorus provide a neat vocat back- 
in 

) sai Kaye. Orch: “Dream For 
Sale”-“Sittin’ and. Waitin’” (Co- 
lumbia). Sammy’ Kaye meeds ma- 
terial more melodic: and catchy to. 
break into the bestseller ‘ist. These 
are run-of-the-mill for their genre. 
“Dream For Sale” belongs to the 
sentimental ballad ‘school and 
“Sittin? and Waitin’”. is in the 
hillbilly-rhythm idiom. -Kaye gives 
‘em both fine orch interpretations 
and irs Clay’ 's vocal helps a bit. 


Longhair Disk Reviews 


Debussy (Angel; $4.95). Poetic, 
shimmering performance of im- 
pressionistic, evocative landscape 
pieces by a Debussy expert, pianist 
Walter Gieseking. The’ Pour Le 
Piano fryptych, Estampes and 
Images (Nos. 1&2) are subtle music- 
painting under such a skilled inter- 











preter, in richly —- piano- 
making. 
Mussorgsky: Pictures At An 


Exhibition & . Ravel: La . Valse 
(London; $5.95). Two vivid show- 
pieces effectively batoned by Er- 
nest Ansermet. Paris Conservatoire 
gives “La Valse” an elegant, state- 
ly-paced reading. Suisse Romande 
plays the “Pictures” with color and 
flash. 

Beethoven: Violin Concerto, (RCA 
Victor; $5.95). Sensitive, musicianly 
performance by Yehudi Menuhin, a 
little too sedately at times, but 
otherwise stirring and fine. Tone 
is full and pure. Philharmonia 
under Furtwangler in choice sup- 
port. 

Mendelssohn: Symphonies No. 3 
& 5 (Columbia; $5.95). The wild, 
dashing “Scotch” (No. 3) and more 
sober, religioso “Reformation” (No. 
5) in vivid readings by the N. Y. 
Philharmonic under. Mitropoulos. 

Schubert: Symphonies No. 4 & 5) 
(Westminster; $4.95). Solid, work- 





manlike erformances by Dean 
Dixon and London Philharmonic- | 
Symphony. Maestro gets a good, 


;}sound and well-rounded balances | 


in both works. 

Puccini: Turandot (Remington, 3) 
| LP; $8.97). Lusty, sturdy version cf. 
the grandiose, melodic opera, done | 
on a lavish, spectacular scale, but | 
with good musical values through- | 
out. Soloists and Teatro la Fenice | 
orch and chorus are under egy 
Capuana’s steady baton, 

Symphonic Pops Concert ( Decca: 
$5.85). Fragrant. readings of familar | 
as well as lesser-known overtures | 
and waltzes by the Bamberg | 
Symphony Orch under Ferdinand | 
Leiter. “Vienna Woods” has a 
zither solo, no less. 

Poulenc: Sextet & Hindemith: | 
Quintet (Capitol; $5.70). Pleasant 
chamber music for -winds. Poulenc 
piece is light, intriguing, in jazzy | 
vein. Hindemith is thinner, but | 
also melodic and inventive. Fine | 
Arts Wind Players do both justice. | 

Bron. | 
. | 
Krausz, member of the | 





Laszlo 








the top-spinning groove. “Cash Has It Been” (Decca). Pair of tunes' Cleveland Orchestra, and director | 
Register Heart” has the kind of out of the upcoming musical |of the Mansfield (O.):Symphony Or- 
frantic pace that May appeal to the| extravaganza, “Arabian Nights,” |chestra, has been named to direct | 
juke trade. “Change of Heart’ is score is okay material for Guy'the Akron Symphony Orchestra. | 
se 
_vanrety |) Best Sellers on Com-Machines 
4444444466 466654 
1. LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT ORD. 5 iS nae we dese eae tees FE itte | TEATIOU cs cicero 6 G0 8% Decca | 
2.. THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN (3) .........ccceccece ae dae. sae rr eta Decca 
a EE OS oa te ee eee ee eee oe 5. i PPraree Victor 
4. IF YOU LOVE ME (REALLY LOVE ME) (5) .............. ; Gy B0Ott . ..co0 eles ven Capitol 2) 
Is Franke Weir v.00 o'veee: London 
6. MAN.U@STAIRS (6) Vcinntutign +0 4G cia se abet pueten ea ee ee ne Capitol 4) 
7. OH, BABY MINE (I GET SO LONELY) at) ASN, air ee ag yp Four Knights ..... 4’... Capitol 
i: * rn ee ee Frank Sinatra ......... Capitol | 
Bie, Wee. ee ee ADD og, ov bcccscvdecocewe ecicce Ames Bros.- ..... +. .. Victor 
meg i a | | a i er eae Archie Bleyer ...cces: Cadence 
Second Gan 
HERE se \p-Memisia ceil sede alia wacmuatane atic Geek Dade alae eee Tous. Martis. 64.0 <i0 600 Victor | 
Cees COV tee Ue NN nt cisincds davicuvdeddsumbusetene Ptss Paee oe ecco se so Mercury 
ile oe nn St ag a ne ne Se Gaylords ..scececees ...Mercury 
PU, MU ck NR sg Se Cra ees ater ee ee POM FOGG oo 6b GaGh ves « fercury 
ren hag pn BE Rr eee ee eo a> eee Jo Stafford ...... +--+ Columbia 
ae Mee EE TMNT, .. oc ce nc cecuseccdabieeceicata eel Dean Martin .......... Capitol 
JILTED nih tk acest a ask’ AeeORReM ne Wis ada aces aa ate ai aici eas Tevresd . DOG... « 0 <add tee Coral 
ee ee ee ok cr ae oii Re ee eee Pere Cane © bos vide ook Vietor 
Bee rs OE MU aig ooo oa hae ce sae ee cc ce Nat (Kihg) Cole ...... Capitol 
I UNDERSTAND JUST HOW YOU FEEL ....... piakavarer alan eid aac og eR RN igs ai 6 a.nd Jubilee 
- THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN .........iccccccccccccccece Frank Sinatra -...-Capitol 
I UNDERSTAND JUST HOW YOU FEEL .........ccccccecccce sume Val o . ieds . Victor 
NE os la he oe sy. ee ee apenas Ronnie Gaylord ...... Mercury 
I REALLY DON’T W ANT TO KNOW. See ae aie eae earns oi Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol 
WEDDING BELLS ....... (G5: hiv aiaten Ma eAee ip leie Sia FOUs Geici cas ois 08% Decca 
(Figures in LE indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 103 
apbabbababhal AAhbb hahahah >3d 1 dda hhae ond 














Fine Arias Sung And Acted : 





“fs also very good, 


RCA’Victor has an interesting, and on the whole’ successful 
experiment with its. “Arias Gung And Acted” (LP; $5.95). In this 
album, a w.k. aria from a famous opera (all.sung in the. original 


’ Italian) - is preceded by an acting version of the story: involved, 
- performed in English by name legit thesps. ‘Thus we have ‘Jussi 


Bjoerling’s rendition of “Celeste Aida” prefaced by Joseph Cotten’ s 


‘apostrophe to “Heavenly Aida, or Licia Albanese’s “Mi Chiamano 


Mimi” preceded by Deborah Kerr's recital about a seamstress in 


love. ; 

Purists may complain that this is hasimiee ‘oe an alréady flam- 
boyant art, or even cheapening it. But the seven excerpts here, 
for the most part, are enhanced in this novel presentation, with 
the dramatic values of each aria brought out by this method. 
It’s. definitely a stunt, but a good one, a@missibly artistic even if 
commercial. It'll probably help sell this disk, and other opera 
albums, while also making converts to the art—thus advancing 
the cause of music as a whole. The singing, by top opera stars, 
incidentally, is superb throughout. 

Weakest part of the album is at the start. Cotten is whispering 
and indistinct part of the time in the “Aida” bit, and his contrib 
is made doubly flat by ‘the tonal brilliance and force of Bjoerling’s 
adjacent song. Miss Kerr is more affecting with her Mimi story, 
but also a little too quiet and flat when contrasted with the lovely 
lyric rendition of Mimi’s song By Mme. Albanese. Things are a 
little better with Miss Kerr’s version of “One Fine Day” from 
“Butterfly,” and Mme. Albanese’s affecting “Un Bel Di.” Disk 
really picks up on the thespic side with Dennis King’s advent, .as 
he declaims the “Pagliacci” Prolog to Leonard Warren’s impressive 
“Si Puo.” Cotten is better with his “On With The Play.” as Bjoer- 
ling follows with a sterling, vivid “Vesti La Giubba.” 

Best-acted part of the disk comes next, in King’s rendition 
of Rigoletto’s Plea, whiclk Warren follows with a moving, vocally 
resplendent “Cortigiani.” Final bit (longest work of the album) 
in a scene from “Camille,” enacted by Miss 
Kerr and King. Better here than earlier, Miss Kerr gives up her 
lover at the father’s (King) request_in a poignant, quite moving 
bit. The parallel “Ah! Dite Alla Giovine” from “Traviata,” as 
sung by Mme. Albanese and Robert Merrill, is equally choice. 


Bron. 
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Songs With Largest Radio-Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in -case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Indez. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director, alphabetically listed. 


Survey Week of May 28-June 3, 1954 


re. Re ec. ere as oo ccce s WalaDda. > 
Alone Too Long—* “By The Beautiful Sea” .+ee.+- Morris .. 
Answer Me, My Love ........ ev eee agseese «+ee,-Bourpe 
COGS. SPURT tes TI 6 einbacns bose ees ee 4 «oe. Laurel 
es a > | ee ee ee on teen 
Dream, Dream, Dream ........c%>. epee ater Serer 
I NN ac 3 ow eigticondooeab eerie emmee seecees ee - Harms 
peanoy. Wanderer 65. 5 5.c6 FOP i 5 .. Fox 
PS on a ctw iiclee awash Se ES oe ee ret ited, FE ® 
Hernando’s Hideaw Le ‘Pajama Game” .......'.. Frank 

. Could Have Told.Vou .. . su 4. 1th stat’ ben's ws» - United 


I Speak To The Stars—*“Lucky Me” ...... ental . Witmark 
I Understand Just How You Feel ........:cscecce® 


If You Love Me (Really Love Me) .......... ce Duchess 
WO Me ITS os kg es cue eke ees Sey a Je Harms ‘ 
a a rat pep aS AIG hE EYELET RY at eo a Sheldon 
Knock On Wood—?*“Knock On Wood” ..........+. Famous 
Lazy Afternoon—**‘Golden Apple” ....... plain ea Chappell 
Littie Things Mean A Lot .... Feah ee ba sete Feist 
Love Him So Much I Could Scream ape cf Sigg oooeec. Marks 
Make Love To Me .. oo. 65 oem Ok. ag ae o+ee--s Melrose 
Man With The .-Banjo. ... .... :ésed iss om eteaws a .... Mellin 
Oh, Baby Mine (I Get So Lonely) ....... > mab 0b 4 ua Ree Oee 
ee CP on ee co eee cg eae hy .. Harms 
Secret Love—?“Calamity EP Rap ann Remick 
Steam Heat—*“Pajama Game” ..... °c. .ccccccces Frank 
There Nevér Was A Night So Beautiful .......... Broadcast 


Three Coins In Fountain-{"Three Coins In Fountain”.Robbins 


WVOREO, 5 ones ands kh ae wae eRe ERT Ok on Cee ‘Witmark 
NOUNS cCAE GONOE oo oo cok: Hace ea CRA sak eh ee Sunbeam 
Top 30 Songs on TV a, 
(More In Case of Ties) ; 
Answer Me, My Lovwé’ <..oc.asios sores éeiisita . Bourne 
Apres Moi id wena sa oe eal cok gs eae Gp se ..Templeton- 
Autumn In Rome ..... wh URCS Aes obs eb owe telat? Cromwell 
STNG SRC a ke te eee i cite hs hig attce at Lord 
Cres Cver THO. TAG | onion as occ icc pce ce eee Laurel 
Don't Worry "Bout Me... . . itis cote rt rh ..- Mills 
Every Street’s A Boulevard In Old New York ..... Chappell 
SPARS 5 Pie Sac eRe ate oe Sole aE ADE PRONE . Southern 
ClOCR SORES ks oes op boas a cee ee weeees Sie eats . Harms 
Happy Wanderer ........ Seis sable 64 cs debian ON 
I oo is, Aes > s RAE SSE oc cd Be es ae ey 
Hernando’s ‘Hideaw OF cult 068 bbe ek eR asset tos cree 
May Timeraee er. fk Sete Coes se ceeeee es Commodore 
I Could Heve Toid You. ...cc<exes Seski cee eepete rue 
I Speak To The Stars ...... cobovcccdeueds os Witmer 
If You Love Me (Really Love Me) cde cEtecncat ¥en DUCKONS 
_Little Things Mean A Lot veTbcect dh viecte Welst 
Lost tn. Lovelmen:«... . 22 e030 5.38 bchovetcsced, Chappell 


Love Him So Much I Could Scream ..% 
Lovin’ Spree . 4 he Lh ae aw od ode : ye eedn veer 
Make Tove Ta-Ma-. . 60) 040 tsb ees sob b4 Cg eee genernee 
Money Burns A Hole In My Pocket .........+++..Chappell, 


TPT ete flys 


Oh, Baby Mine (I Get So Lonely) .......+.+++es+++ Melrose 
Bteaty Meet oS . eis ccs cts tava ben VAP (er ei a! } 
That's What T take. «3.28075 ot pe Se oN ecadsn ene. 
Three Coins In The Fountain .........++eeeee+++ RODbINS 
BO 6 toe er ee es Sie Lee CAR, 
When I Needed You DRReR io ee oss calkenes aka ee 

When Liberace Winks At Me ........+.eeeeee++++Bel-Canto 
Young At: Heart ........riwses 5 ohinte.s 0.4 0'b's'6 00 ke Me 





t Filmusical. ® Legit musical. 
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Longhair Music Aided by Symph 
- Orch Spread; 32 Majors Operating 


The longhair music market, 
which now accounts for over 25% 
of the disk industry’s sales, has 
solid underpinnings in the spread 
of. } symphony. orchestras 
through large and small cities of 
the U. S. and Canada, At the pres- 
ent time, there are 32 major symph 
orchs in existence, with another 
130 secondary orchs in smaller 
cities in the U. S. and Canada. A 
major oreh is classified by the fact 
that it employs « regular staff of 
musicians for a specified number 
of weeks per season. 

The American Federation of 
Musicians’ estimates that the total 
budget for. the major orchs 
amounts. to $13,884,000 annually. 
Virtually all of the orchs operate 
at a deficit, which are made up by 
regular fund drives. In all cities, 
the symphs are partially supported 
by municipal grants and local 
taxes. The average regular season 
for the 32 symphs is 22.4 weeks 
while the summer seasons runs for 
eight weeks. The average weekly 
minimum wage for musicians is 
$81. 

Among the secondary symphs, 
the orchs are composed of both 
paid AFM members and non-mem-- 
bers who are not paid. Budget fig- 





ures on the 130 orchs are not avail- 
able, but 105 of this group reported 
a total budget of $2,700,000. In ad- 
dition to these symphs, there are 
numerous others who operate on a 
strictly educational or amateur 
basis with no money paid to any 
players. 


FEMMES TAKE STAND IN 
JUKEBOX LICENSE TIFF 


Denver, June 8. 

The General. Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, at their annual 
meeting here last week, voted a 
resolution calling on Congress to 
remove jukeboxes fromthe li- 
censing exemption in the Copy- 
right Act. Legislation to this aim 
has been supported by ASCAP, 
BMI and other music organiza- 
tions. 

ASCAP, incidentally, put on a 
sng here for the femme club- 

rs. 








Jacques Singer, former conduc- 
tor of the Dailzs and Vancouver 
Symphony orchs, has_ been - ap- 
pointed musical director of the 
Corpus Christi Symphony. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending May 29) 
- Lendon, June 8. 
Secret Love... Harms-Connelly 
Happy Wanderer. ... Bosworth 
Friends, Neighbors ....Reine . 
Heart of My Heart. ..F.D.&H. 
*s Roses. . Fields 
Changing Partners ....Mellin 
Don’t Laugh At Me..:... Toft 
Cross Over Bridge. New Worid 
I See the Moon...... Feldman 
Little Shoemaker ..... Bourne 
. «+. .Sterling 
Macmeiodies 


Second 12 
Bell Bottom Blues......Reine 
Make Love to Me..... 
yn EE OS oe eee Kassner 
I Get So Lonely...... Maddox 
Young, at Heart...... Victoria 
D’dw’d Stage. Harms-Connelly 
Oh! My Papa ....... Maurice 
Tennessee Walk....F.D. & H. 
Tle Gesslp. 2S. voces Bron 


eee ee wane 


Swedish Rhapsody ..Connelly 
Wanted ..... Harms-Connelly 
Shadow Waltz....... Sterling 


Reid Opens Texas Spot 
Galveston, Tex., June 8. 
Pleasure Pier opens here for the 
summer on Friday (11) with 


series of orchs scheduled for the 
Marine Room. 





with Chuck Cabot band also set. 





Tommy Reid’s band, the first in a 


Paul Neighbors orch will follow, 


Columbia's ‘Pajama’ Tops;.Flock Of 
Other Cast Album Sets Hit Market 





v 


Vera Lynn to England 

London Records thrush Vera 
Lynn headed back to England last 
week after a two-month stay in 
the U. S. In addition te a nitery 
date in Las Vegas and several tv 
guest shots, Miss Lynn visited the 
deejays in the midwest and the 
east plugging her London disks. 

She was accompanied on the tour 
by her husband-manager Harry 
Lewis. 


VICTOR TAKES OVER 
OWN COAST DISTRIB 


Los Angeles, June 8. 

RCA Victor has taken over the 
Southern California distribution 
| setup, buying out the Leo J. Mey- 
berg firm which had distributed its 
products for many years. Meyberg 
| outfit previously had sold its Fres- 
ino operation and is retaining only 
| its San Francisco outlet. 
| New firm is known as RCA Vic- 
| tor Distributing Corporation - 
|; Southern California and veepee 
/'Hal Maag is in charge of the 
wholly-owned subsidiary. 































































































































































































r 31? A 3 g 
“a 2 “TT Sis oe ~ ia 
on e|;vis as e/s ami = 
© é rm ei218)212)% S ok: Z/Zlsic 
7 STE) lelelelel2Zlelig) lel_lelalslzlelzleizis 
Survey of ‘etail disk best PISISIS/SZ/S1/E/S1 8 lFlalalselS/ Sl ZS Elz SiS] a! « 
sellers. based on reports ob- <e | 3 = =|l8ltelsSie = Sle z = 8 Aisi=siz E Pp =|@6 
tained from leading stores in =Sisis/sS(|EleisiZle;/s |S e/@/ s | ypile|sia Z T 
22 cities and showing com- = & eI Sie lel SlielisiZzlSielisisiei2sis& ZiSl el =i a 
parative sales rating for this SIS/OL iSite si SlBlsis/si@(a)¥ lois) 1] S| Et 
and last week. fe T S@ilelInelilieleigls= ] 2 | I lisle ej 5 
ejsi«i|*] olvyi@ia Fee] Picsly Z| X\ =| p 
e Sizlieg°izsia a z | L Sie YT Blea lF iT lis si=|@2 
#13|5 T ei/eizci®ie [1s 1 Si eiSilieisi el j 7}? 
National els i PIS Si felLLIie tal Li BlSisisieislisleltisie! ! 
Rating ae ISIS ElEISielai<leiei2/2 S/F) <1*) E13) s 
This Last : id 3 z 2£/2/s Else lelsleleleieis | ~ is g }s|/§is| Tt 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title siIBlelieliZ la i'w lEISIEISA/SIE6/£(/B/ 21/815 Siaisi s 
KITTY KALLEN (Decca) 
1 1 “Little Things Mean a Lot”’.. 4 - ae 1 2 3 5 9 1 2 1 1 6 1 4 3 rs | 2 183 
FOUR ACES (Decca) 
2 4 “Three Coins in the Fountain” 2 1 2 ee 1 a: oe - BS 2 Oe: B.S 2 i z -® -4 4 4 . 149 
FRANK WEIR (London) 
3 6 “Happy Wanderer”........... 34 8 s 3 ® § aS 4-2. .2...%- 2-8 -- 108 
: ARCHIE BLEYER (Cadence) ; 
e 10 “Hernando’s Hideaway”...... 1 5 1 4 & oe ae Ft ae 2 3 « 1 4 10 --;* Se 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
5 teh. ~ | of eee Rare oS 30... 8 @ 1 $s 5s 1 1 7 4 10 arr a 3 1 106 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
6 8 “If You Mesly Lote Me”..¢.-T% 5 2s: B. § 8 ee oe toe Ge 3 ~ 6 61 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) 
7 3 “Young at Heart”............ ;: ee ee ogre oe a. 2.8 8 : a 5 60 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
8 8 “Cross Over the Bridge”...... abe, Gea ae ee oe 3 6 9 4 ‘ . £2 2. = 
FOUR KNIGHTS (Capitol) 
i 7 “Oh, Baby Mine”............ .. oar 2 9 4. 42°93: 3. 2 5 6 10 @ 10 49 
FOUR TUNES (Jubilee) ‘® 
10 23 “ Understand How You Feel”. 5 .. on 5 4 10 Ae Ss < : 38 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) 
11 14 “Answer Me, My Love”...... .. a 8 7 #6 4 98: 7 +s es ri ae ee 
TONY MARTIN ((Victor) 
12 11 < — a rrerrs Re a ee - 8 oe Ee 8 3 8 SS 7 = 
AMES BROS. (Victor) 
13A 9 “Man With the Banjo” ....... .. 7 6 10 7 * me Pe 22 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
13B 13 “Man Upetairs”.............- COME Yur er are: a eee ae 9 ran ‘4.2 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) 
15 23 “Three Coins in the Fountain”. 6 .. 7 aes “ ee Sao we x 19 
JO STAFFORD (Columbia) 
16 12 “Make Love AAAS 9 4 oa & iow * on 8 6 9 17 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
\ ee * ee? Wee' "eee - ca rie iia Tile 7 7 5 6 15 
JACKIE LEE ‘Coral) : 
18. 18 -“Esle of Capri” ...... wn cccccee es 6 6 68 6 10 ~s PE DX a ee i 13 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
19A “Steam Heat”............... 10 7 10 — be ice © & 12 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
19B | A. ree 5 ane ee ee 12 
HENRI RENE (Victor) 
21A 18 “Happy Wanderer’.......... .. ‘ 7 ce . " 8 8 10 
BILL HALEY (Decca) 10 
21B 17 “Rock Around the Clock”..... .. Be ee a ae a 1 wat se . A 
GAYLORDS (Mercury) 
23 . 16 « “Ele of Capri”. ..c.5..052c00 te do sen 6 hgh er . | eee 9 
TERESA BREWER (Coral) 
we e000 ROO Fie 10 be ee . eae ee ee ee 
ROY HAMILTON (Epic) ° 
24B “You'll Never Walk Alone”.... .. 10 10 
” 1 2 3 4 5 6 
SIX TOP GLENN MILLER GLENN MILLER MUSIC FOR SONGS FOR ROSE MARIE PARDON MY 
STORY MEMORIAL LOVERS ONLY YOUNG LOVERS | a BLOOPER 
A L B U M 5 Film Soundtrack Glenn Miller Jackie Gleason Frank Sinetre Kermit Schafer 
Decca Victor Capitol Capitol M-G-M Jubilee 
> °< ee eepmtiiedsbinenadas A a a H 352°" « H 488 E 229 LP 2 























—+¢ Although the disk companies had 


slim pickings for original -cast al- 
bum sets from the legituners ef 
the 1953-54 season, the diskeries 
latched on to six of the eight musi- 
cais that hit the boards on and off- 
Broadway. Columbia paced the 
field with three original Broadway 
cast sets—‘“Kismet,” “Girl in Pink 
Tights” and “The Pajama Game.” 
Capitol nabbed “By The Beautiful 
Sea” while RCA Victor and MGM 
spearheaded the first move in wax- 
ing off-Broadway originations with 
“The Golden Apple” and “The 
Threepenny Opera,” respectively. 
‘“Apple” has since moved uptown 
to the Alvin Theatre and “Three- 
penny” shuttered last week at 
Greenwich Village’s Theatre De 
Lys.) The only two musicals which 
were not picked up for original cast 
‘album workovers were “Carnival 
\In Flanders,” a quick foldo last 
Septeinber, and “John Murray An- 











——— poe 


derson’s Almanac,” currently run- 
|ning on Broadway. 

Since the majority of the musi- 
cals hit Broadway at the tail-end of 
| the season, there’s been a flood of 
| new sets hitting the market simul- 
|taneously. Last week Col issued 
| “The Pajama Game,” Victor came 
|out with “ The Golden Apple” and 
| Capitol released “By The Beautiful 
| Sea.” MGM’s “Threepenny Opera” 
is due to hit the market this week. 

Col's “Pajama Game” is a bright 
‘and fresh set excellently produced 
| by diskery veepee Goddard Lieber- 
/ son. Legitune newcomers Richard 
| Adler and Jerry Ross have penned 
an invigorating score of 14 nuim- 
| bers that add up te delightful lis 
| tening. A topflight group of song- 
. sellers help their frisky and roman- 
tic melodies come across with im- 
| Pact. For example, Janis Paige 
| does a neat job with “I'm Not At 
| All In Love,” John Raitt socks over 
| “Hey There,” Stanley Prager and 
Carol Haney do a delightful duet 
on “Her Is” and Eddie Foy end 
Reta Shaw score with “I'll Never 
Be Jealous Again.” For the pop 
'fans, the score also includes “Her- 
_nando’s Hideaway,” delivered by 
‘Carol Haney, and “Steam Heat.” 
worked over by Miss Haney. Buz 
Miller and Peter Gennaro. In ell, 

(Continued on page 44) 


WITH NEW ALBUM DECCA 
INTO MODERN JAZZ FIELD 


Hollywood, June 8. 


Tom Mack, Decca’s new jz2zs 
jartists & repertoire man on the 
|Coast, has completed a moder 
|jazz album tagged “Jazz Studie 
| Two,” as his first chore since tek 
| ing over the post. Package features 
}top West Coast jazz sideman in 
|follow-up te Decca'’s successf 
i“Jazz Studio One” album whicl 
{featured N. Y. windjammers. 

| Album, which will be released in 
| August as part of Decca’s 20th an 
/niversary celebration, will carry a 
\liner analysis by Mack of the origin 
land growth of jazz on the West 
Coast and the difference between 
| local styles and those of the east. 
|It’s Decca's first big effort in ad- 
|vanced jazz. 

Mack “borrowed” at least twe 
!sidemen from other platteries for 
tthe album with the understanding 
'that the tooters wouldn't get label 
| billing. Those who will be listed in- 
| clude Don Fagerquist, trumpet; 
| Herb Geller, alto sax; Milt Bern- 
| hart, trombone; Marty  Paich, 
| piano; Curtis Counce, bass; How- 
‘ard Roberts, guiter; and Larry 
| Bunker, drums. 

Twelve-inch LP album includes 
lthree standards and three origi- 
}nals, two by John Graas and one 
iby Paich. 


ial to Bow Jazz 
‘Record-of-Month’ Club 


London, June 8. 
Lou Preager, the British band 
leader who has just returned from 
\a three weeks’ trip to America, is 
| launching a “record.of the month” 
| club to be confined, in its initial 
stages, to jazz recordings. The disks 

















| will be chosen by a pane! of jaz 


names. 

The disks will be issued through 
| the Golden Bell Record Co. formed 
|earlier this year by Preager, and 
| distribution will start in Septem- 
|ber. Release arrangements have 
| been negotiated with Commodore 
Records in the VU. S. 
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| LEAVE IT TO YOUR HEART 
LET’S WALK AND TALK 20/47.576: 
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Wednesday, June 9, 1954 





Billy Rose Sees 
Court Ruling As 








Cue For Own Pub 


Billy Rose, who as a songwriter | 
has several important copyrights | 
to his credit, is planning to start 
his music publishing operation on 
an active basis in the next couple 
of weeks. He's currently building | 
offices for his publishing firm, | 
Double-A Music, which was set up 
a couple of years ago, in his Zieg- 
feld Theatre, N. Y., building and 
plans to hire a professional staff 
to handle the publishing operation. 

Rose plans to place all of his 
own songs in the firm if and when | 
he. gets them back from their pres- 
ent publishers after their first 
copyright term expires. Rose told 
VarIETY that in no case has he or 
would he make any deal with any | 
other publisher for renewal on any 
song that he wrote. On the basis of 
Federal Judge David J. Edelstein’s ' 
ruling in the Hoagy Carmichael- 
Mills Music case, Rose believes 
there is a good chance of invalidat- 
ing many of the original copy-| 
right renewal assignments. | 

At one time Rose had the idea ' 
of forming a cooperative publish- | 
ing firm with other songwriters 
for the exploitation of tunes in 
their second copyright term..- His | 
present firm, however, has no co- | 
operative angle and Rose pians to, 
operate it as a solo venture. He 
will publish other writers’ tunes 
with straight deals. 


Rose is currently engaged in a} 
suit against Bourne Music for re-, 
turn of the copyright on his song, | 
“That Old Gang Of Mine,” which | 
he wrote in collaboration with | 
Mort Dixon and Ray Henderson. | 
This actfon is similar to the sce 


michael-Mills suit. 


CORAL’S 3-WAY ETCHING 
FOR ‘HIGH AND MIGHTY’ 


e Hollywood, June 8. | 

Coral Records has set an unu- 
sual three-way treatment of the 
title tune from the Wayne-Fellows 





production “The High and the, 
Mighty.” 
Tune has been .recorded vo 


cally by Johnny Desmond and in- 
strumentally by Georgie Auld? In 
addition, plattery has a big orches- 
tra treatment batoned by composer | 
Dimitri Tiomkin. Stint marks 
Tiomkin’s debut as a recording art- 
ist and is the first in a series of 
disks he'll cut for Coral under a 
contract that calls for his services 
for a numver of “Tiomkin Plays | 
Tiomkin” sides. Among. the 
themes he'll cut are “High Noon,” 
“The Men,” “Cyrano,” “Portrait of 
Jennie” and “Blowing Wild,” all 
of which he composed. 


A Solid Ballad Hit! 


DREAM. 


DREAM. 
LT Yt pre A | 











Coin Machines 





Retail Disks — 


VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 





Big Pubs Want 
Top Labels Or 
Nothing at All 


The major publishing firms are 
beginning to give the indie record 
companies the go-by, In the past 
couple of months a fi of top 
pubs have dropped most of the in- 
dies’ artists-& repertoire men from 
their contact lists to lay a heavier 
stress on their efforts to nab majer 
label waxings. 

Situation today marks a change 
from the pubber policy of trying 
to get any sort of platter which 
ri had been practiced during the past 















POSITIONS 


This Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL 
1 1 KITTY KALLEN (Decca).. 


TALENT 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder {s 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets ent- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


¥ 2 .-+» Little Things Mean A Lot 
{Three Coins In The Fountain 


couple of years. Increasing diffi- 
culty for an indie label to break 
through with a hit is stimulating 
the small company brushoff by the 
big firms. 


Wax picture has changed to such 
an extent in recent months that 
many of the pubs are no longer 
willing to go along with the indies 
on such deals as paying for the re- 
cording dates, distributing cuffe 
platters to the jukeboxes and shell. 
ing out heavy coin for promotion. 
Many pubs have taken it on the 
chin with such tie-ups and they be- 
lieve that chances for a payoff are 
slimmer now than ever. 

There is no blackout-on major 


TUNE 








: blishi material f 
2 4 FOUR ACES (Decca) cutececedscocccocsess ) Wedding Bells ie Eales: Sueees Many of the 
: (Wanted ie theedita ane Bt wenn 
. ; e standard copyrights ongin. 
3 2 PERRY COMO (Victor) c@weeeeereseereeers ) Hit and Run Affair to the major pubs and if the ~ ond 
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MUZAK TO CONVERT 
TO TAPE OPERATIO 


Muzak is getting on the tape 
bandwagon. Firm, which pioneered 
background musie as a manual 
disk operation about 20 years ago, 
is now converting the bulk of its 
nationwide service to franchise 
holders to magnetic tape playback 
machines, 











summer, Muzak is eyeing new mar- 
| kets of 50,000 to 200,000 people. 
These markets were considered 
‘impractical under the disk opera- 
| tion. 

| The tapes offered franchise hold- 
|ers will be recorded Muzak music. 
|Each reel plays eight hours, run- 
ining four hours in one direction, 
| stopping and automatically revers- 
‘ing and playirg the additional four 
hours in the opposite direction. 
| The selections will be programmed 


pone to be completed by mid- 


During the conversion, which is! in quarter-hour groups. 











Two Orchs on 1 Disk 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Variety apparently will be the 
keynote of Omega Records, new 
Coast odd-label which debuted this 
week. Outfit's initial release, a 45 
speed platter, has one band on one 
side and another on the flip. 

“A” side is Jack Teagarden and 
his orch on “Parasol.” It’s backed 
by Matty Matlock’s All Stars on 


“Don’t You Think It’s About 
Time.” 
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TBE NEVER NEVER LAND 


Frank Weir, His Saxophone, Orchestra and Chorus 


1482 and 45-1482 
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Robin Hood Dell To Bow 
Cuffo Summer Concerts 
With Top Name Lineup 


Philadelphia, June 8. 

The Robin Hood Dell summer 
series, Philadelphia’s al fresco con- | 
cert attractions presented to local 
music-lovers for free, will tee off | 
its most varied array of programs | 
for .six weeks begining Monday, 
June 21. 

Guest stars in the series include | 
Roberta Peters, Jan Peerce, Lily | 
Pons, Dorothy Maynor, Herva} 
Nelli, Elena  Nikolaidi, Walter 
Fredericks and Nicola Moscona, all 
vocalists; Rudolf Firkusny, Jose 
and Amparo Iturbi, Claudio Arrau, 
Jerry Lowenthal ‘and Alexander 
Uninsky, pianists, with the duo- 
piano team of Pierre Luboshutz 
and Genie Nemenoff; Yehudi Men- 
uhin and Jeane Mitchell, violinists, 
and ballerina Alicia Markova. 


Conductors for the Dell series , 
include Pierre Monteux, Jose} 
Iturbi, Andre Kostelanetz, Vladi- | 
mir Golschmann, Alexander Hils- | 
berg, Robert Zeller, William Stein- | 
berg and Erich Leinsdorf. 


The free concerts, an innovation | 
by the City’s Recreation Commis- 
sioner Frederic R. Mann, are man- | 
aged through a group of sub-/| 
scribers who raise $75,000 in mem- | 
bership. These donors. obtain; 
choice seats for the 21-concert | 
series by a contribution of $100. 
“The City matches the $75,000 
raised by the “Friends of the Dell” 
with a similar grant, which pays 
the cost of the season. Tickets 
are obtained by clipping coupons 
from the Philly dailies and mailing 
them into the Department of Rec- 
reation. 


Brit. Singer-Pub in U.S. 


Johnny Johnston, member of 
the Johnston Bros., British vocal 
combo, arrived in N. Y. from Lon- 
don yesterday (Tues.) on his first 
trip to the U. S. 














Johnston is also director of Mi- 
chael Reine Music in England and | 
will huddle with Hill & Range execs | 
on U. S. exploitation of his cms 
“Friends and Neighbors” number, 
currently a bestseller in England. ' 
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ANTIQUE MUSIC FEST 
SET FOR BERKSHIRES 


Lenox, Mass., June 8. 

The Pro Musica Antiqua of New 
York, instrumental-vocal ensemble 
specializing in early music, is plan- 
ning a short festival of its own 
here, following the big Berkshire 
Festival at nearby Tanglewood in 
July and August. 

Group. managed by David Libi- 
dins, N. Y¥.- indie concert impre- 
sario, will play at Town Hal: here 
August. 18, 21, 22, 25, 28 and 29. 


Buffalo Symph Cards 
N. Y. Bow Next Season 


Buffalo, June. 8. 

Schedule for the Buffalo Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra next season 
under conductorship of Joseph 
Krips will include a New York 
date next Dec. 5. It will be the 
group’s first appearance in the big 
burg. 

Listed for the season are nine 
pairs of concerts, including four 
Brahms-cycle presentaions, two 
operas and a return engagement 


First program will comprise 17th‘ of the Ballet Theatre. 


| century Italian and English music. 
Other programs will present Span- 
ish Renaissance music, medieval 
and Elizabethan carols, 
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‘Pajama’ Tops 


|it’s a gay and sprightly musical 
package. 

Victor’s “Golden Apple” doesn’t 
fare as well in the tune department. 
John Latouche wrote the lyrics to 
Jerome Moross’ music and the 
; score emerges as more Latouche 
| than Moross. It’s overly lyrical and 
|a bit too precious. Midway in the 
j}album Kaye Ballard’s rendition of 
| “Lazy Afternoon” comes through 
|}as a tuneful change of pace. Later 
| Bibi Osterwald delivers a wry item 
| tagged ““Goona Goona”—and that’s 
|}about it. Best that can be said 
| about “Apple” is that it’s well! re- 
/corded and will appeal to those 
| who went for the show in a big 
| way. And there are probably quite 
a few, since it won the N. Y. Drama 
| Critics Circle Award as the best 
_musical of the 1953-54 season. 
Shirley Booth and Mae Barnes 
| Share the spotlight in Cap’s “By 
|The Beautiful Sea.” The Howard 
| Dietz-Dorothy Fields score offers 
| few standout items but when it 
| perks up, it does it with a bang. 
|Miss Barnes is socko ’in “Happy 
| Habit” and “Hang Up” while Miss 
Booth is cOmpletely winning with 
| “Coney Island Boat” and “I'd 
| Rather Wake Up By Myself.” The 
| score’s plug ballad, “Alone Too 
| Long” gets a nice reading by Wil- 
| bur Evans. 

The diskeries are to be com- 
mended for supplying standout 
liner notes and a complete run- 
down of who’s singing what song. 
The albums, incidentally, are being 
peddled with a hi-fi come-on. 
Cap’s sleeve has “High Fidelity” 
imprinted, Col features a “High 
Fidelity Plus” tag and Victor is us- 
ing “A ‘New Orthophonic’ High 
Fidelity Recording” label. Gros. 

















Calling All Writers 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Heftiest songwriting array in 
recent legit history is set for 
“That’s Life,” musicomedy which 
Danny Dare and Sammy Lewis 
will produce at Las Palmas 
Theatre here starting June 30, 
Cleffing talent includes 
Johnny Mercer, Jay Livings- 
ton, Ray Evans, Buddy Pepper, 
Inez James, Frederick Hol- 
lander, Ralph Freed, Alan Ber- 
man, Hal Levy, Phil Shukin, 
Edward Scott, Sam Rosen, Hal 




















Finberg and David Rose. 


TOO MANY PACTS SNAG 
‘SHOW BUSINESS’ ALBUM 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Conflicting contracts apparently 
| have ruled out any possibility of 
|}an original cast album on the 
filmusical “There’s No Business 
Like Show Business,” which had 
loomed as the hottest potential 
tunefilm recording in several years. 
Twentieth-Fox’s Irving Berlin film 
boasts a cast headlined by Ethel 





Merman, Johnnie Ray, Marilyn 
Monroe, Donald O’Connor and 
Mitzi Gaynor. And there’s the 
rub. 


Miss Merman and O’Connor are 
under contract to Decca. Ray re- 
| cords for Columbia. Miss Monroe 
| recently signed with RCA Victor. 

Numerically, Decca appears to 
have the edge. But there’s little 
hope that any of the others will 
give way—so there'll be no origi- 
nal cast album. 





Omaha Terpery Opens 
For 36th Straight Year 


Omaha, June 8. 

Joe Malec’s Peony Park outdoor 
Royal Grove Dance Garden last 
week-end made its bow for the 
36th straight year. Bobby Mills 
orch played opening night for the 
top dancery in these parts. 

Future bookings include Harry 
James, Dick Jurgens and Jimmy 
Palmer. In addition, the spot is 
host to pop concerts on Tuesday 
nights beginning June 29, and the 
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Omaha Symphony will play seven 
concerts during the summer there. 


ee, 








- Victor Maps 
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vices, such as spetial racks for the 
101 bestsellers and the kidisk line, 
Latter product, under Steve Car. 
lin’s direction, is being streamlined 
for a big push, and it was an- 
nounced that there will be a 100% 
exchange privilege allowed the 
juve platters. — 

Victor’s new stress on jazz, un- 
der Jack Lewis’ aegis, was pointed 
up to the attending field staffers 
along with thé repackaging pro. 
gram for the Bluebird = classics 
line. In the. pop line, Victor will 
be pushing with its biggest talent 
guns throughout the summer and, 
in September, will offer a special 
deal to retailers similar to other 
fall stocking incentive programs. 

As part of the disk-instrument 
division tieup, Victor is offering a 
“Listener’s Digest” package which 
will include a phono and a select- 
ed group of disks at a special 
price. Victor also showcased its 
new line of pre-recorded tapes as 
well as its line of tape machines. 

George Marek, artists & reper. 
toire_chief, also gave a rundown 
of upcoming Red Seal albums 
along with new packaging and proe 
motional plans in this field. The 


“Five Keys" referred to the Blue- 


bird, jazz, kiddie, pop and longhair 
lines, 

The showmanship touch was in- 
spired by Sacks with Ben Rosner, 
assistant ad chief; Bill Bullock, 
sales planning manager, and the 
Grey Advertising Agency con- 
cretizing the details. One of the 
most effective pitches was made by 
Carlin in behalf of the kiddie line. 
Carlin employed a magician to il- 
lustrate his sales and product ideas 
about expanding the juve disk line 
inte a major moneymaker. 


Prep L.A. Theatre Date 
For Satchmo Coast Tour 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Local theatre date is being dick- 
ered as a late autumn climax to a 
series of Louis Armstrong dates 
around the Caast. It will mark 
Satchmo’s first Los Angeles-Holly- 
wood appearance in almost two 
years. 

Armstrong is set for Sept. 3 at 
the Cal-Vada, Lake Tahoe, for a 
fortnight and follows that with 
four weeks at the Sands, Las 
Vegas, and two weeks each at the 
Downbeat, San Francisco, and the 
Palomar Supper Club, Vancouver. 
These dates take him into Novem- 
ber. The local stand, which will 
be at the L. A. Paramount will be 
around Nov. 10. 








Longhair Moppet on Wax 
Titan Records, Coast indie, bows 
into the classical field next month 
with an extended play platter fea- 
turing 12-year old pianist Linda 
Babits. It'll mark the moppet’s 
disk debut 
Coupling of Chopin’s “Fantasia 
Impromptu” and Mozart's “Fan- 
tasie in D Minor” was cut for Titaa 
by the youngster last summer. ° 
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by Pee Wee Hunt Charlie Bar- | 22. First stop of the two-months i ee cae. ss ee ewe ch ages cos oda Gaylords ; 
y wee Hunt... > jaun ill ; a e ISLE OF CAPRI ly replace the 78 speed, 
net playing one-nighters at El Patio | aunt will be in London where h Ss ; Seine 
in San Francisco (June 16), Sweet’s| Will sit in on the yearly board)? yc. To assist the stations in making 
in Oakland (June 15)... Skinnay| Meeting of his British affiliate, IN A GARDEN OF ROSES penk Romins the change easily, Victor is mak- 
Ennis in for Haywood High School! Mills Music, Ltd. The confab is 8 > 3 alanis A aot ing available an adapter plate for 
Junior Prom on June 15... Dave skedded for July 5. JOEY ee 2 use on 45rpm broadcast turntables. 
Bruneck Octet played a concert in = © Seer ees asses oa nenmmet ss y 8 





Pacific Grove May 31...Turk Mur- 
phy’s Eastern tour off till fall with! 
the band staying at the Italian Vil- | 
lage’s Venetian Room ... Folk! 
singer Stan Wilson signed by Nor- | 
man Granz for Clef. He is booked 
for a July 13 opening at the Black | 
Orchid in Chicago and a Nov. 18) 
opening at the Thunderbird in Las 
Vegas ... Bob Scobey’s Dixieland 





During his London stay Mills 
will also negotiate for renewals 
with various London pubs. He’s 
also planning to o.o. his affiliate 
setup on the Continent and scout 


| other countries for potential tieup 


deals. Countries on his agenda for 
eyeing affiliates and new material 
are France, Holland, Italy and 
Denmark. 
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AND SO I WALKED HOM 
MAMBO INN 


I'VE NEVER BEEN IN LOVE BEFORE ... 


The adapter plate changes the cen- 
ter pin diameter to 1% inches and 
provides support for the music area 
of the record. This would make 


George Shearing 








UNFORGETTABLE .......... SE lacy wate 2 Dick Hyman Trio “cueing” easier and eliminates the 
OUT OF NOWHERE bad effect of warped records. The 
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RCA VICTOR Classical disks will continue to 
1. THERE NEVER WAS A NIGHT SO BEAUTIFUL.Perry Como be serviced on the 33 rpm speed. 
HIT AND RUN AFFAIR pete telied soothe tunel 
a ll, cer ee Pe Eddie Fisher 
GREEN YEARS t 
le ER A eee ey gee a Perry Como \" 
LOOK OUT THE WINDOW ree | $P 
4. LEAVE IT TO YOUR HEART .........cccoces::; Ames Bros. ; 
LET’S WALK AND TALK 
ey: A nae cir abies ie 0 okie pie aera newa a Tony Martin THE 
PHILOSOPHY 10 
OOo 4 


BMI’s Gimbel Cleffs 
Copa’s New Showtunes 


Broadcast Music, Inc., will be 
repped by a complete nitery score 
for the first time with the new Co- 
pacabana (N.Y.) show preeming 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Tunes for the 
Copa show were written by BMI 
tunesmith Norman Gimbel and are 
published Meridian Music. 


The four tunes in the revue are 
“Summer Love,” “Absurd As A 
Chuck-a-Walla Bird,” “The Cocoa- 
nut Tree” and “An Affair of the 
Heart.” Tunes were set by Jack 
Lee, Meridian’s professional man- 
ager, with Copa boniface Jules 
Plodell. The sohgs already have 


been cased by the diskery artists | 
& repertoire men for etching as- | 
Meridian is a _ subsid | 


signments. 
of E. H. Morris Music. 


Cool Kick For Cadence 


The indie Cadence label is prep- 
ping a move into the jazz field. 
Archie Bleyer, label’s prexy and 
artists & repertoire topper, cur- 
rently is prowling jazz names to 








Recorded by: 


DORIS DAY 


Columbia =40210 


pact to the*diskery. Bleyer will 
concentrate on the progressive jazz 
school. 

| Move into the jazz groove stems 
|from Bleyer’s recent trek through 
| the midwest visiting distributors 
| and dealers. All cued Bleyer to 
| general sales upbeat of jazz albums. 


Another BMI "pin Up" Hit 


THE MAN UPSTAIRS 
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MORE TELETHONS, MORE LOSSES 


BAA in 5006 Suit Vs, Hirst Burley; 
Claims Pact Breach on Work Hours 


The Burlesque Artists Assn. has + 


filed a $500,000 suit against the 
Hirst burlesque circuit in Federal 
Court, Philadelphia, charging 
breach of contract. Jay Hornick, 
secretary of the Hirst organization, 
was named as co-defendant on the 
allegation that he induced the con- 
tract breach. 

BAA charges that Hirst unilate- 
rally changed the modus oper- 
andi in several of the circuit’s 
houses in a manner that forced the 
performers to work longer hours, 
and in several instances eliminated 
choruses, thus placing a greater 
burden:of work upon principals. 

BAA cited a change of policy at 
the Casino Theatre, Pittsburgh, 
from 25 90-minute shows weekly 
to 20 shows of 180 minutes each. 
Motion. pictures were eliminated, 
thus forcing the performers into a 
policy which necessitated longer 
and harder work.. Later, it was 
charged Hirst eliminated the 
chorus, which forced principals to 
perform for greater lengths of 
time. : 

Similar changes, it was charged, 
were made at the Grand Theatre, 
St. Louis, where 15 shows of 150 
minutes were changed to 22 shows 
of the same _ duration. Later 
choruses were dropped. It was also 
charged that the circuit failed to 
pay the regular 1/14 of their sal- 
ary additional for midnight per- 
formances at this house. 

Six Midnites Extra 

At the Roxy Theatre, Cleveland, 
BAA .charged that instead of the 
one midnight performance weekly 
as per contract, for which the en- 
tertainers got the regular 1/14 of 
the salary additional, the house in- 
stituted a policy of six midnight 
shows weekly without additional 
compensation. Also, the Roxy 
changed the policy from 31 weekly 
shows of 100 minutes to 62 shows 
of 50 minutes each per week 
Choruses were later dropped at 
that house. 

BAA seeks to have Hirst com- 
pensate the employees for the ex- 
tra work and on this cause of ac- 
tion seeks $400,000 for damages 
to performers and the union. 

Other course of action for which 
BAA is seeking $100,000 stems 
from the claim that the Hirst cir- 
cuit breached the clause in its pact 
with the union requiring union 
membership. Action alleges that 
the circuits encouraged perform- 
ers not to become members. 

Action is based on the BAA con- 
tract with the wheel, which ex- 
pired May of last year. A new 
contract was subsequently entered 
into, but it not part of the pres- 
ent court proceedings, 


‘Honey Girls’ Acro Act 
Kept From Breakup In 
D. C. Deportation Save 


Washington, June 8. 








-Alberghetti Frisco Snag 
On Age Seen Ironed Out 


San Francisco, June 8. 

Anna Maria Alberghetti’s sched- 
uled opening at the Italian Village 
June 30 for three weeks ran into a 
snag which was unofficially ironed 
out at press time. Gal is 18-year- 
old and a complaint was lodged 
with the State Board of Equaliza- 
tion concerning her employment 
in a place that sold liquor. 

Although no official decision has 
yet been given, it’s understood she 
will be able to perform, inasmuch 
as the actual point of performance 
is not in the bar part of the club 
itself but in the dinner room on 
a raised stage. The complaining 
party has not been’ disclosed by 
the Board. 

Ted Lewis, currently at the club, 
closes June 27 but returns Oct. 13 
for three weeks. Nelson Eddy is 
booked in Nov. 3 for three. 


Weinger Sets Big 
Plans for Miami 
Copa City Setup 


Miami Beach, June 8. 

With appointment of Murray 
Weinger, original builder and op- 
erator of the Copa City, to the 
managing director-producer’s spot 
by current owner Lou Chesler, 
plans for return to top-star and 
production policy in the main 
room, plus all-night talent display 
in adjoining cafe-lounge, have 
been set. 

Overall picture also calls for a 
pitch for television names, with 
the club assuming part of wire 
eosts for telecasts required for 
such bookings. Bids are also out 
for all pic stars available, with 
budget an open one that can 
match competition from such big 
pay centers as Las Vegas and local 
biggeries such as the Beachcomber, 
just across the street. 

Chesler, Canadian millionaire 
who makes this town his winter 
home, is ready to expand purse- 











_ Thanks to a white-haired Wash- | 
ington lawyer wifo has saved many | 
# performer from deportation over | 


the years, the. “Honey Girls” acro- 
batic act—presently on tour in 


Canada—will not have to be bro- | 


ken up. 

Threatened with deportation be- 
cause she came to the U. S. on a 
temporary status as a non-immi- 
krant was the quartet’s pretty 
hionde “top mounter,” Sykelina 
Gezina Pepping. Miss Pepping, a 
native of the Netherlands, joined 
the troupe in Venezuela in 1948. 
'hey returned to the U. S. from 
South American 


vee bookings in| 
‘larch, 1950. Last year girl was | 
notified that her temporary resi- | 
dence 
leave. 


_ Case, handled by Peter F. Sny- | 
cer, was first turned down by the | 


Immigration & Naturalization Servy- 
ice When Miss Pepping applied for 
preference status to remain in the 
S. and apply for citizenship un- 
det the Netherlands quota. Rest of 
eae act, owned and managed by 
rence Honey, a fourth genera- 
‘On acro, was faeed with a break- 


Up. 


Won on appeal, 


|looking for 


strings for what looks to be the 
biggest talent buying setup in the 
area, 
“Personal Appearance Room,” will 
present aforementioned toppers, 
with June Taylor and Benny Davis 
handling the group and production 
layout, which will contain chorus 
and showgal units, strong support- 
ing principals, as well as lavish cos- 
tuming and settings. Cafe-lounge 
will be titled “V-I-T Room” for, 
according to Weinger, “‘very im- 


portant talent” on the way up and | 
ready for showcasing. Main room | 


will operate on a one-show nightly 
policy, to add to lure for names 
combo of work and 


| vacation. 


| 
' 


| 
{ 
j 


| 


‘such tv emanations. 


/to concentrate on Copa City duties: | 


Case, however, has just been | 


Completion of a third floor to 


the building will allow for a tele- | 
vision studio layout, in addition to | 


facilities provided by the 
cafe downstairs. Currently, Wein- 
ger is dickering for a_ breakfast 
club type of show to take over the 
daytime hours. City of Miami 


Beach publicity office is cooperat- | 


ing on the 
assuming part of wire costs for 
Plans also 
call for compiling a sound-film li- 
brary of acts working the spot for 
use either as audition shorts or to 


was up and that she had tobe syndicated as miniature fea- 


tures. 
Weinger has pulled out ~f Ciro’s, 
which he ran for several seasons, 





Csida Inks Arnold 


Cowboy singer Eddy Arnold has 


| signed a personal management con- | 


tract with joe @sida of the Csida- 
|Grean managament office. 
| Booking pact with the William 
‘Morris Agency continues, 


Main room, to be called the | 


huge | 


idea, and considering | 








BUT SOME ACTS 
FIND "EM COZ! 


Telethons as a method of raising 
money for eharity are increasingly 
dubious due to the special costs 
added to the “normal” expenses of 
fund-raising. Seems also to work 
out that stars have to be paid (or 
they don’t show up) and non-stars 
are covered in the sense that: The- 
atre Authority assesses 10% off the 
top of the charity take. 

Despite the questionable eco- 
nomics and bad name of telethons, 
.each community seemingly must 
find out for itself and will not “be 
told.” Experiences in New York, 
Los Angeles and many other cities 
do not percolate into the awareness 


ent. Even where stars are to be 
paid either fees or fat expenses, it 
is anticipated that via telethon the 
pledges will be worthwhile. 

Cerebral Palsy campaigns rely 
heavily on telethons. So, too, the 
Arthritis and Rheumatism Founda- 
tion. 

It now develops that a number 
of performers get a sizable part of 
their income from working local 
telethons.. Some are booked on 
these marathons on a regular basis, 
getting sums from $500 to $2,500 
for participation. Without a dy- 
namic personality to dominate the 
grind, a 20-24-hour telethon is lia- 
ble to be a deadly monotonous 
affafr.. 

Because of the expenses in- 


ereasingly scrutinized by civic of- 
ficials and hometown newspapers 
(Continued on page 50) 


Nitery Ops 
Resigned To 
New N.Y. T 





signed to the 5° amusement tax 
| expected to be passed by the N. Y. 
| City Council. Town's nitery tabs 
will thus be taxed a total of 25%, 
or 2°o more than is now levied on 
| present nightclub bills. Board of 
| Estimate last week passed a reso- 


‘lution exempting the 3° sales tax 


|in situations where the amusement 
tax would apply. Thus bonifaces 
| were spared a total of 28° impost, 
jin favor of the 25° expected to be 
| made into law starting July 1. 

The bonifaces are still objecting 
|in hopes of getting Council to lay 
'off what is now the most heavily 
‘taxed form of amusement in these 
|parts. They say that the heavy 
| burden of taxation the cafes now 
| bear is discouraging plenty of busi- 
ness. 

Nitery operation, they say, is the 
most. hazardous in the entire 
amusement field, under ordinary 
circumstances, and the added taxes 
|won't do the industry any good. 
Despite the fact that it will be 
only a 2° markup, bonifaces fear 
the net effect of a 25° surcharge 
/ ona nitery tab. 

The nightclub men are. still 
/ Studying means of circumventing 
ithe taxes. They'll give the opera- 
tion a whirl for a time with the 
| 25° bite, and if biz drops, then 
| they'll lave to try means to lower 





; menu tariffs and, above all, taxes. 


STARLIGHT’S NEW KICK 
VIA PEREZ PRADO DATE 


The Starlight Roof of the Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y:,- will try a 
new kick with the engagement of 
mamboist Perez Prado, starting 
July 27, following engagement of 








| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


Freddy Martin. A surrounding 
| show is being booked. 
Prado originally toured in the 


| U. S. several years ago, but a bus 
accident three years ago kept him 
out of strenuous activity for a long 
‘time. 


of local committees which are daz- | 
zled by the chance of securing, as | 
they think, lots of cuffo name tal- | 


volved, telethons are becoming in- | 


Montreal to Demand Local Autonomy 
From AGVA as Weapon in 


AFM Hassle 


Montreal, June 8. 





Cole Bows Summer Lineup 
For Frisco’s Fairmont 


San Francisco, June 8. 

Summer lineup for the Fairmont 
Hotel, top talent spot in the Bay 
Area, will include Nat (King) Cole, 
opening June 29 for three weeks; 
Gogi Grant, July 20 for three 
weeks; Sophie Tucker, Aug. 10 for 
three; Billy Eckstine, Sept. 7 for 
three, and Dorothy Dandridge. 
Sept. 28 for three. 

All, except Miss Grant, are re- 
peaters at the Venetian Room. Cole 
holds the house record. Peggy Lee 
opened yesterday (Tues.) for three 
weeks. 


AGVA Overtures 
To EMA Stirs Up 





One of the problems confronting 
|}the American Guild of Variety 
| Artists convention, now in session 
| at the Laurentian Hotel, Montreal, 
will be a proposal to pick up re- 
lations with the Chicago Entertain- 
ment Managers Assn., a group that 
| was dropped by its parent organiza- 





any relations with the union for 
about two years. 

The problem that will arise 
comes from the fact that opposi- 


group has continued to pay the wel- 
fare fund contributions uninter- 


mitted into the AGVA fold without 
making some back payment in con- 
tributions, there is likely to be a 
tremendous beef from the major 
| agency org. 

Among the many reasons EMA 





Nitery operators are virtually re-| broke with ARA and AGVA was} 


insistence upon the 
and the 


the union's 
welfare fund payments, 


| fact that it was believed that EMA | 


| agents were spotting acts into Chi- 


cago niteries that AGVA had put | 
Among them, | 


'on the unfair list. 
| it was claimed, are the Calumet 


| City stripperies, which are current- | 
ly feuding with AGVA because of | 


_ their refusal to sign minimum basic 
| agreements. 

ARA will consult with its mem- 
bership before asking any positive 
action on this situation. However, 
| it is known that they do not like 
the situation whereby. the recalci- 
|trant EMA members had a long 

period of being relieved from wel- 
fare fund payments, while ARA and 
|members of other organizations 
chipped in with the welfare levies. 
In addition, ARA members are 
| peeved at the fact that they lost 
| revenue by staying away from the 
ijunfair spots, while some EMA 
| members serviced them. 

| ARA members feel that the EMA 
defiance should not be rewarded by 
bringing them into the organization 
| with complete forgiveness, as 
| seems to be the current plan. Ac- 
ition taken at the present confab 
| will determine ARA’s course, 


‘Albert-Margo In Quick 
Return Date At Ciro’s 


Hollywood, June 8. 

In one of the quickiest repeat 

| engagements in the history of 
'Ciro’s, Eddie Albert and Margo will 
‘return to the Sunset Strip nitery 
| June 25 for a four week stand. 

Husband-wife team closed their 
initial 10-day stint at Ciro’s May 
20. 

Mills Bros. in currently, will be 
replaced June 4 by Xavier Cugat 
who's in for three weeks. Albert- 
Margo follow and will be trailed 
by Sophie Tucker who checks in 
‘July 21. 





j 


Ire of ARA Execs 


' tion at that time, Artists Represen- | 
tatives Assn., and which hasn't had | 


tion from ARA is indicated. Latter | 


ruptedly, and if the EMA is per-' 


The. Montreal delegate ‘to’ the © 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
convention currently meeting at 
the Laurentian Hotel, here, is ex- 
pected to throw a bombshell into 
the proceedings by a demand that 
the chapter in this city be given 
local autonomy. 

At the morning session today 
(Tues.) Jacques Normand, delegate 
from this city, told the confab that 
the union had ‘given too little 
attention to the situation here. He 
asked for more cooperation in an 
effort to avert a repeat of the 
Toronto hassle and asked for suffi- 
cient power for his membership to 
cope with the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. 

Local autonomy, such as is pos- 
sessed by the AFM local here, 
would put AGVA in a better po- 
sition to deal with AFM. As it is, 
there’s the danger that Gerry 
Bourque’s Canadian Assn. of Va- 
riety Artists isin position to line 
up the AGVA membership, espe- 
| cially in view of the AFM deadline 
June 21, after which musicians 
will not back AGVA members. 
|; Bourque, having a Government 
| franchise, would be inf position to 
| line up members and conceivably 
; could make a deal with the musi- 
| clans. Normand wants to avert a 
| situation of this kind. He'd like 
|an autonomous union set up for 
‘the entire province of Quebec 
which would thus put AGVA in a 
more solid position Rub, however, 
is that the AGVA_ constitution 
doesn't permit local autonomy. 

The fireworks are expected later 
in the day and at the night sessions 
when the AFM situation will be 
discussed more completely. Once 
this headache is acted upon. AGVA 
will go into other thorny subjects 
| which include a discussion of the 
| welfare fund and the employee vs. 
| independent status of performers. 
| There will most likely be some 
terrific struggles on the discussion 
| of employment in the borscht belt 
and there's a plan afoot to put the 
| west and midwest in a dominant 
position in the wnion. 

Current convention has attracted 
more press interest in-Canada than 
many other recent labor meetings. 
Convention, at first hetd in-camera 
| sessions, barring the press, but ban 
was lifted by today, and only a 
minor portion of thé powwow will 
, be closed hereafter. 


AGVA Conclave Starts 
| Quietly in Montreal; 
Doors Shut to Press 








Montreal. June 8 

| Annual American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists’ convention, which 
started Monday morning (7) in 
Montreal. teed off in easygoing 
mood for what might turn out to 
be one of most impertant meetings 
in recent years, with 32 delegates 
out of a possible 44 attending. Full 
board heard Roger Provost, prez 
of Quebec Federation of Labor, 
and Rev. M. A. Dube welcome the 
meeting. 

Hassle arose during the morning 
‘session when all members of the 
‘nress—and this convention is 
| drawing a big Toronto and Mont- 
'yeal coverage—were banned from 
the meeting. Press names weré 


submitted to delegates, but after- 
noon and evening meetings wenl 
in-camera fora complete first-day 
, news blackout. 

| From reports read, and genera 
tenor of delegates, gil stand be 
hind Canadian representatives o! 
AGVA in the present AGVA-AFM 
ifight. Main topics up for discus- 
sion will be the policy on future 
welfare situation and AFM 
fracas. AFM local added addi- 
tional trouble for the convention 
when it notified all agents, cafes 
and musicians that as of June 21, 
no musician in Montreal can play 
‘for AGVA acts. 
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Florida Cafe Bonifaces Complain 
At Longer Operations for Hotels 


osee ome 


Miami Beach, June 8. 
ty Council last week granted 
extga-hour allowance for entertain- 
mest and music long sought by the 
,Miami Beach Hotel Assn. and bit- 
‘terly opposed by the nitery opera- 
tors group. Solons okay of the ex- 
tension te two a.m. forecasts in- 


stallation of two-show policy and 
upping of budgets by swank ocean- 
front hostels, with performers 
benefiting from the expected 
spirited bidding for talent by both 
straight cafes and hotels. 

With reopening of Copa City next 
season (see separate story), the war 
for top draws had been expected 
to be confined to that hugery, the 
Beachcomber, Clover Club and 
Latin Quarter. However, with the 
added hour enabling hoteliers to 
present dinner and supper shows 
instead of just one performance, 
competition will become _ hotter, 
with George Sax of the Saxony, 
who had led the fight for the ex- 
tension, in the van of the group. 
The Saxony budget will hit well | 
into five figures weekly for over- 
all music and acts setup. 

New contender will be the cur- | 
rently-building Fontainebleu,§ a/§ 
550-room edifice with a plush caba- | 
ret one of its big features, already | 


-. 





_ 





| example, that Perry Como, head- 


| lecting $10,000 daily for his stint. 


| 


bidding for such names as Tony. 


Martin, Xavier Cugat, et al. “Last 
year's” hotel, the new Di Lido, is 
expected to return to the upper 
bracket talent policy, with the Sans 


_ Souci and Nautilus falling into line, 


although latter two have been fea- 
turing good draw attractions for 
several seasons. 


Nightclubs are allowed to stay 
open until 5 a.m., with only chance 
for successful operation the pres- 
entation of the best. Vet operators 
gloomily predict they'll wind up 
paying off on a Las Vegas scale. 
Hotelman counter with observation 
that the bigger spots in the area 
have been near those payoff figures 
for years and managed to exist, 
even without gambling gone. 
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|Ray Charles, 
| Bobby Brandt, Sarah Vaughn and 


‘and will go to Briggs Stadium, 
| Detroit, 





|tion set for three stadiums will 


Bleyer as Single 

Archie Bleyer, former maestro 
on the Arthur Godfrey radio and 
tele shows, wiil be going out as a 
single. He’s been pacted for three 
days at the Vogue Terrace, Pitts- 
burgh, July 29. 

Other dates are being lined up 
for him by General Artists Corp. 
He will still continue to baton for 
Julius LaRosa on stands when they 
are booked as a package. 


1506 Talent Nut 
On Arvey Layout 


Three-day Bud Arvey 





promo- 


have a talent nut running to 
| around $150,000. It’s reported, for 


ing the talent roster, will be col- 


He'll be the highest paid employee 
| of the show. 

Others booked for this layout in- 
| clude Patti Page, Nat (King) Cole, 
Julius LaRosa, the bands of Archie 
Bleyer, Ralph Marterie and Ray 
Anthony; Jill Corey, Leo De Lyon, 
Homer & Jethro, 


Four Lads. Others are to be pacted. 
The show will tee off at Munici- 
pal Stadium, Cleveland; July 23, 


the following night, and 
wind up at Soldiers Field, Chicago; 
July 25. 





Montoya at Little Club 


Billy Reed is continuing Sunday 
evening concerts at the Little 
Club, N. Y. 

Carlos Montoya, flamenco guitar- 
ist, is doing a series of four re- 
citals of Spanish gypsy music dur- 


Copa Inks Bernie, Vincent; | 
Sinatra Slated for Fall 


The Copacabana,: N. Y., has 
signed Al Bernie for the July 22 
show. Spot has also pacted Romo 
Vincent for the preceding layout 
July 7. 

New bill, comprising Sam Leven- 
son, Joanne Wheateley and Sonny 
Howard, starts tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Frank Sinatra is slated for a Sep- 
tember or October opening. 


Indpls. Legit Syndicate 
Takes Over Fairgrounds 
Coliseum From Wirtz 


Indianapolis, June 8. 


Lease on Coliseum at  fair- 
grounds here was awarded Thurs- 
day (3) to syndicate headed by 
Melvin T. Ross, manager of Thea- 
tre Productions, Inc., which oper- 
ates the Murat, local legiter. Ross 
won on a bid offering 8% of gross 
on promotions and 25% on conces- 
sions. Lease, to run five years, had 
been held the past 15 years by 
Arthur M. Wirtz and his associates. 


New contract is worth “about 
2% more on the Coliseum opera- 
tion and°5°% more on concession, 
compared to the Wirtz contract,” 
according to Trueman Rembusch, 
prominent Indiana film exhibitor 
and fair board member. 


Wirtz’s Indianapolis Coliseum 
Corp. withdrew from bidding after 
a fracas with the board over pos- 
session of removable _ property. 
Dick Miller, Wirtz’s manager here, 
sai 
theiy future operations. They are 
looking for a site to build their 
own arena here, according to Mil- 
ler. Meanwhile, they are expected 
to use Butler Fieldhouse for at- 
tractions Wirtz controls. 


B&L Concession Corp., of Kan- 
sas City, which held concessions un- 
der the Wirtz operation, got in too 
late with a verbal bid higher than 
Ross’ for both ends of the deal. 
Bob Shaw, representing B&L, Said 
he had been confused by a simi- 
larity of Ross’ Indiana Coliseum 
Corp. to Wirtz’s firm name and 








ing June. 








thought Wirtz still was bidding. 
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they've made other plans for | 


MERCER’S SRO 1-NITER 
DRAWS $1,000 IN CHI 


Chicago, June 8. 

An overflow crowd paid over 
$1,000 in cover charges to hear 
Mabel Mercer in her first Chi ap- 
pearance last Sunday (6) night at 
the ‘Blue Angel. One-night concert 
played to more than 200 customers, 
with an-equal number reportedly 
turned away, at an admission 
charge of $5.50 per person exclu- 
sive of refreshments, 

Miss Mercer’s quickie was spon- 
sored by Chi deejay Jay Trom- 
peter and businessman Vic Lownes. 
Blue Angel, normally closed on 
Sunday nights, opened for this 
special event. 

Miss Mercer delivered three 
hours of song and promptly pianed 
back to Gotham with accompanist 
Sam Hamilton to resume her en- 
gagement at the Byline Room. 


Schuyler to Get 
2 Miami Spots 


Miami, June 8. 


Norman Schuyler, who has kept 
his Five O’Clock Club shuttered 
since last fall when Martha Raye 
departed for Manhattan and tv 
clicks, will relight the popular mid- 
Beach spot June 24 with Belle 
Barth, a big attraction locally at 
her own club, moving in on a per- 
centage-partnership deal. 


Last week, Schuyler announced 
pacting of Miss Raye for return to 
| Miami Beach July 15 for takeover 
on same arrangement at the Beach- 
comber, which he also owns. The 
comedienne will bring in her own 
unit, which will include George De- 
Witt, the Nov-Elites and possibly 
the Ted Wells quartet. 

Miss Barth has built a following 
hereabouts with her uninhibited 
approach to risque song material, 
plus solid talent at the keyboard. 
Other acts will be added to the set- 
up, once a definite show policy is 
decided upon. 











PRA Do 
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Recording Artist 
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Now Appearing 
MOCAMBO 


HOLLYWOOD 


Opening July 27th 


At The 


WALDORF-ASTORIA 


Composer of 
“MAMBO JAMBO” (Que Rico El Mambo) 
“MAMBO No. 5” @ “MAMBO No. 8” @ “PIANOLO” 


Published by 


INTERNATIONAL 


Direction 
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Cole Breaks Chi 
Nitery: Record 
At Chez Paree 


Chicago, June 8. 

With on-the-street holdout 
crowds a block long, Nat (King) 
Cole broke single-day attendance 
records at Chez Paree on two con- 
secutive Friday nights. He’s play- 
ing the room for the first time, and 
there were more than a few doubts 
about his drawing power at book- 
ing time. On Friday, May 28, Coie 
played to 2,100 customers and the 
following week to 2,314. Previous 
house record for a single night was 
set by Danny Thomas during the 
war years, when he drew close to 
2,000 patrons. 


Cole is doing four shows nightly 
on weekends which, as far as is 
known by present Chez Paree man- 
agement, has never been done 
there before. It’s significant that 
much of the patronage consist of 
prom dates, bringing a younger 
element to the Chez than it has 
ever had before. Understandably, 
for future business, it’s good for 
the room to lure some of the newer 
generation. 


As a result of Cole’s phenomenal 
Chez Paree results, according to 
General Artists Corp., offers are 
pouring in from class spots in 
Vegas, Miami and Lake Tahoe for 
Cole. It’s understood also that 
negotiations are under way for a 
date at the Copacabana in New 
York, where he’s never played be- 
fore, and where he’s asking a re- 
ported $10,000 per week. 

Three natieral magazines are 
prepping feature stories on Cole 
while he’s appearing here, with 
Look and Saturday Evening Post 
following his activities around the 
clock. Life undertakes its article 
this week. 





The Plunketts are starting their 
annual tent ‘tour of the state— 
with show comprising a three-act 
comedy and assorted acts. 
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NBCs GREAT NEW 
COMEDY STAR 





‘Finest new comedian seen in a decade. Hilarious and 
real big-time.” 
—1L.A. Herald-Express 


**A demonstration of comedy production that's peerless 
and priceless..." 
—1L.A. Examiner 


“His wild and wacky bits . . . his jazz musician takeoff ... 
are masterpieces..." 
—Hollywood Reporter 


‘Remember the name Paul Gilbert, you'll hear it plenty in 


coming years..." 
—IL.A. Mirror 


Publicity: 
BARBARA BEST 
Hollywood 
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Modern Dance Interpretations 





currently appearing at 


latin Quarter 


BOSTON 


CHEZ PAREE, Chicago 
Just Concluded: 


. COCOANUT GROVE, Los Angeles 


Opening soon ; 
LAS VEGAS + MONTREAL ATLANTIC CITY 


Personal Management LOU PERRY 
745 Fifth Avenue New York City 








PRESS RELATIONS ~ PAUL MONTAGUE 
177 N. State St. Chicage 























in the cities where they are held. 
One of the more recent disputes 
stems from the Arthritis and Rheu- 
matissg show held May 30 and June 
1 over WJAR-TV, Providence. The 
press in that. city has been hitting 
at this promotion as well as other 
similar deals. One of the criticisms 
stems from the fact that an outside 
promoter, Mogle, Sheldon Associ- 
ates of New York City, was called 
in. The papers also resented the 
non-appearance of promised names 
that were advertised. In Provi- 
dence only Jack Carter (who ap- 
parently will be paid) showed up, 
Advertised but non- appearing 
names included Eddie Fisher, 
George Jessel, Morton Downey, | 
Leonard Bernstein, Felicia Monte- 
leagre, Roger Price, Polly Bergen, 
Morey Amsterdam. 

TA as yet hasn’t received its 
accounting of the Providence af- 
fair. This organization gets 109% 
of the contributions under $100 and 
permits the deductian of salaries 
of performers from its cut. Prelim- 
inary reports indicate a return of 
about $22,000. 

William Mogle, of Mogle, Shel- 
don firm, told Varrery that he 
promoted the affair for 10% of the 
take. He faced the competition of 
a Cerebral Palsy telethon the same 
night in Worcester, and therefore 


had to compete for funds as well}; 


as performers with that pitch. He 
says that after his expenses are 
deducted he'll wind up $4,000 in 
the red on his participation in 
Providence. He maintains that he 
made attempts to get all the stars | 
that were advertised. He had been | 
criticized in the Providence Bul-, 
letin for non-appearance of play: | 


Vaude, Cafe Dates | 
New York . 


Dorothy Shay tapped for the 
Statler, Los Angeles, in October. 
... Joyce Bryant, a regular at Ben 
Maksik’s Town & Ceuntry, Brook- 
lyn, moves over to the Elegante in 
that borough, in September .. . 
Larry Storch pacted for the Sans 
Souci, Miami Beach, July 9... 
Martin & Lewis deal for the 500 
Club, Atlantie City, finalized for a 
10-day stand starting July 16... 
Kirby Stone Quartet slated for the 
Sahara, Las Vegas, June 25... 
Dusty Brooks signed with General 
Artists Corp. 














Chicago 


More Telethons 


Continued from page 47 





ers, particularly in the case of 
Eddie Fisher. George Bennett, 
handling Fisher's press, states that 
he received no request from Mo- 
gle, Sheldon. But Mogle said that 
he has correspondence with Sonny 
Werblin, of Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, which boo the singer, to 
prove the basis for his advertis- 
ing. Mogle also said that he will 
file against the Providence papers 
for libel. 

Mogle pointed out that he had 
Couover medels flown up from 
New York to handle the phones, 
and had a roster of performers 
that included Bud & Cece Robin- 
son, Lord Buckley, Anita Ellis, 
Lynn Starling and others. 

The telethons have various de- 
grees of success. CP, for example, 


‘reports that in five held recently 


throughout the south, preliminary 
returns have already netted $400,- 
000. Harold Hoffman, of TA, re- 
ports that in his study of figures 
the veteran organizations with ex- 
perience in the telethon field are 
learning how to conduct these af- 
fairs with a minimum of expenses, 

However, it is generally agreed 
that with more organizations seek- 
ing contributions from tele audi- 
ences, the point of diminishing re- 
turns is approaching. 








KIRBY STONE 
FOUR 


TV's ZING 
ZANG ZANIES 


} Mgt: WILLIAM MORRIS 
Ageney 












JOAN BRANDON 


WORLD’S GREATEST HYPNOTIST 
dune 9-13 








Jill Corey and Ray Anthony orch | 
tabbed for Star Night, three-day | 
musie carnival beginning July 23 | 
and playing Chi, Cleveland and | 
Detroit . . . Monica Lewis opening | 
Chez Paree on June 25 on two- 
week bill with Paul Winchell... 
Eartha Kitt and Dick Shawn top- | 
ping stageshow at Chicago Theatre 
beginning June 25 for two weeks 
... Dr. Arthur Ellen and Stan Wil- 
son on supporting card with Felicia 
Sanders at Black Orchid, starting 
July 6... Dick Contino to Rancho 
Don Carlos, Winnipeg, June 18-26. | 


Atlanta 
Henry Grady Hotel’s Paradise 
Room signed Nick Stuart, film 


actor-batoneer, and his band for 
an engagement starting last Thurs- 
day (3). Cotton Watts and Chick, 
longtime vaude_ faves; Savoir 
Faires, three guys and a gal chirp- 
ers, formerly featured with 
Vaughn Monroe’s orch and Tanza| 
and her dancing troupe opened a | 
two-week engagement (3)... Gypsy 
Room, formerty in Clermont Hotel | 
and now at 26 Pine St., closer 
downtown, opened a week ago with | 
a show starring the Zerbys, boy 
and girl dance act featuring orig-| 
inal costumes and black light in 
terp routines, with comedian 
Ralph Michele as emcee and Joy 
Paige and her piano bar as a hold- 
over. Bob Herrington’s dance 
band occupies the stand... Joe 
Cotton’s Steak Ranch features 
George Bruton and his orchestra, 
Next name crew is Ted Weems, 
due to June 11 for eight days. 





Connecticut Exposition, Groton, Conn. 
June 15-20 
City Auditorium, Great Bend, Kansas 
Publicity—J. BRANDON 


New York 











430 W. 24th Street 


HELD OVER 4th WEEK 


EL PATIO 
Mexico City 

















Gold Trophy for Originality 
Society of American Magician's 
National Conference 
Chicago, May 31 
DAVID L. SHAPIRO 
1776 Broadway, New York 
Circle 5-5368 























Comedy Material 
Sam J. Park 





TOMMY FORD 


“ COMEDY CLASSICS 
Currently, TWIN COACHES, Pittsburgh 
Just Concluded 
6 Weeks at MONTE CARLO, New Jersey 


Exclusive Representative: PAUL KALET 
KNS Asséciates, Inc., Shelton Hotel, NYC 
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~—and now ;AMERICA! 


AFTER FOUR YEARS in 
LONDON, PARIS, ROME 


and the key cities of Europe and 
South America 
WITH 


INTERNATIONAL ACCLAIM! 


CLAUDE MARCHANT 


and his company of DANCERS, SINGERS and MUSICIANS 
WITH / 


=) , KATHLEEN STANFORD 


Just Concluded (ANNIVERSARY ENGAGEMENT) 
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New 


Acts 





LEE GOODMAN 
Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 


Lee Goodman, making his bow 
as a single following his recent 
split with longtime partner Jimmy 
Kirkwood, shows more than a pass- 
ing ability to make good being in 
business for himself. Goodman, the 


lanky member of the former team, 
carries on the part of the act that 
he formerly did with Kirkwood. 
He continues the same type of per- 


JIMMY KIRKWOOD 
Comedy 

15 - Mins. - 
One Fifth Ave., N. Y. 

Jimmy Kirkwood, who recently 
affected an artistic separation from 
Lee Goodman, is on his first stand 
as a single at the spot where he 
and his former partner started 


| their career. The early experience 


gained in this Bob Downey opera- 
tion. had been invaluable in getting 
the team off to a start that en- 
abled them to become a fixture on 
the intime circuit, and it will aid 
tremendously in his development 





sonality, which calls for a preten- 
sion to sophistication, and a quick 


line of chatter that indicates ability | 


to progress in solo work. ; 
Goodman still uses a lot of lines 
that have been standard in the 
former act. But there are bits that 
make the basis of a good turn. For 
example, 
singers L 
ments. He has some good satires 
on Hollywood and for good meas- 
ure indulges in some softshoe. 
This is his first date since the 
pair split. At this point, he in- 
dicates that intimeries will still 


continue as the forte, although he 
shows promise of making yee in 
ose. 


other fields. 


























BILLY GILBERT 
BOULEVARD 


Personal Mgt.:—DAVID L. SHAPIRO 
1776 Broadway, N. Y. <i $-5368 








COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theetricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First of 15 files $7.00—All 35 Issues $22 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginning with No. 1-—No Skipping! 
e@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book. $10 @ 
e@ MINSTREL BUDGET......... $25 @ 
© bbe Sook (Goes ter Stage) $50 9 

e BL ags 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3. 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, see. Worth over a fhousand 


o C.0.D.‘s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St.. New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 











Management 


HESS MAYER 
420 MADISON AVE. 
New York PL 5-4564 UU, 


CAP 





ws $ 


his demonstration, on | 


ail much arrange- | 
vith too night caught. 


as a single. 

Kirkwood, who gives the impres: 
sion of being an eager-beaver 
youngster, continués with that por- 


| trayal. He’s a likeable lad and after 


establishing that basis in one num- 
ber, spoils whatever he built up 
to by lines of highly questioriable 
taste. He had to fight his way back 
to the audience’s good graces, on 


On his other material, Kirkwood 
gets along handsomely. His. rib of 
Louella Parsons and essay on disk 
jockeys hit excellent returns. 

Kirkwood, at this showcasing, 
still shows the need of material. 
He retains much of the lineage 
from his former act, but there’s 
enough newer bits to cause a lot 
of interest on the saloon circuit. 
Enlargement of his material will 





also widen his employment hori- 
zons, Jose, 


MALENA LORETA 
Dance 

7 Mins. 

Chateau Madrid, N. Y. 


N. Y. bow, Malena Loreta is a 
flamenco and gypsy dancer who 
goes through the correct motions 
but apparently has no concepti6n 
of what constitutes showmanship 
for American audiences. 

She does a couple of flamencos 
‘in an even but unexciting pace, and 
her gypsy dancing is probably quite 
good but also not inspired to get the 


she’s probably best for Spanish 
niteries and vauders, until she de- 
velops a broader approach to the 
needs of American np, 

n. 


TERRY & THE MACS (4) 

Songs 

12 Mins. 

| Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 

| Terry & The Macs, comprising 
i three boys and a girl, new on the 
| N. Y. intimerie circuit, are making 
| their debut in the room in -which 





| the Four Lads bowed several years 


|}ago. The two teams are related 
| Stylistically. even though this out- 
| fit has added touches of Scotch 
balladeering. 

| This youthful and well-appear- 
|} ing team has still to realize its full 
potential. They are obviously in 
need of experience and their great- 
'est lack at this point is more con- 
fidence in their abilities and style, 
| So that they can project more posi- 
tively. It’s, of course, a. case of 
getting more experience. 
tunes encompass Scotch, French 
and English ditties, which give 
them sufficient variety. Jose, 


GILLIAN GREY 
Songs 

12 Mins. 

Chateau Madrid, N. Y. 

Gillian Grey has a good voice 
but doesn’t know how to use it 
yet. That’s about the story on this 
tall, attractive redhead with a 
soprano voice that occasionally: ex- 


Apparently she’s impressed by the 
fact that she’s in a nightclub, and 
staging tricks, with the result that 
even 





staal 


A Spanish import making her 


customers’ attention. At this point, | 


Their 


tends into the coloratura range. | 


so she tries a variety of songs and |i 


er good numbers are lost 








in the sum total of her amateur- 
ishness. _, . 

She’s at her best in the classical 
vein, giving dash to “Ouvre Ton 
Coeur” and in a less classical but 
well-suited to her voice African 
number. But when it comes to pops 
and special material numbers, she 
has no style at all and is com- 
pletely awkward in her phrasing. 
She should stick to operatic-type 
numbers—there’s plenty of room 
for that in the nitery field. As for 
staging, she appears undecided 
whether to use s.a. or not, and the 
result is some come-hither looks 
at the most unexpected moments, 
|along with some inappropriate 
|sacheting to ringsiders. She’d do 
| well to abandon the sex and stick 
ito straight singing. Chan, 





i 
JACKIE CAIN & ROY KRAL- 
Piane 


Rendezvous, Philadelphia 

Jackie, Cain and Roy Kral, song 
and piano duo, have a special musi- 
cal affinity which almost tips off 
their husband and wife relation in 
private life. Although they break 
it up with comedy bits, the team is 
on a strictly advanced kick. They 
tug a standard melody out of rec- 
ognition and redecorate it with 
their own interesting, if offbeat, 
treatment. Last featured with 
Charlie Ventura’s progressives, 
Miss Cain and Kral are not wholly 
intellectual in their musical ap- 
proach, but smart enough to appeal 
to the aficionados, and not so wild 
as to make the general run of lis- 
teners unhappy. 

Pianist Kral, who cooks up the 
arrangements, is the mind behind 
the team’s appeal. At show caught, 
Kral’s pianistics not only paced but 
cut the inadequate bassman and 
drummer supplied by house. Miss 
Cain knows every gambit in the 
modernist chirper’s embellishment 
of a number. A _ well-disciplined 
and trained chanteuse, Miss Cain 
can get the effect she wants out of 
each separate note. She is more a 
virtuoso than a voice. Backed up 
by the beguiling pianistics of her 
spouse, the act is sort of thing that 
demands and rewards attention. 

Gagh. 





JENNY COLLINS 

| Songs 

| 12 Mins. 

One Fifth Ave., N. Y. 
Jenny Collins is a 


style of singing to the pop field. 
Miss Collins has a healthy range, 
fine voice, good choice of numbers 
and a pleasing personality. 
Unfortunately, she-doesn’t seem 
to be the adventurous type. Her 
tunes and interpretations are in an 
established groove. She shows a 
French influence with her tune 
|selections of “I Love Paris,” 
|**Autumn Leaves” and thence into 
'*Romany Life” and “King and I” 
'mediley. She shows a lot of melody 
;and a deal of charm. These at- 
| tributes could be further capital- 
‘ized if she angled her material 
away from established directions. 
Miss Collins is a natural for 
musicals, having previously worked 
|in “King and I,” but for cafe work 
/needs to put further excitement 
into her material. Jose. 





WANG HONG SHU TROUPE (6) 
Acro 
6 Mins, 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Thee Wang family has the mak- 
ings of a good acro turn, but it’s 


six-minute running time. The 
Wang lineage runs from grand- 
father down to grandson (four guys 
and two femmes) and they all get 
their turn at the exhibition bat. It 
emerges as a hodgepodge of tum- 
bling, bar work, balancing, spin- 
ning and sundry other dextrous 
feats. At times they’re all working 
in unison and it’s too much to take 


n. 
_ All that’s needed to build this 
into a pleasant vaude act is some 


| 











“Convulsed the house." 


ROBERT W. DANA 
N.Y. World-Telegram 


“Ed Sullivan take-off se good it 
was AWESOME," 
BILL SMITH 
Billboard 
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“Good Comedy Material." 


MARTIN 
N.Y. Post 


"Hilarious." 
DANTON WALKER 
N.Y. Daily News 


WILL 


JORDAN 


Currently HELD OVER 
(3rd WEEK) 


LA VIE EN ROSE 
New York 


Personal Manager 
JACK ROLLINS 


selectivity and planning. Gros. 


|RUMAN & KITA 

Acro-dance 

10 Mins. 

| Lido, Paris 

Grotesquely-sized couple engen- 














is good for yocks and that is diff 
ent slotting for yaude or hi 
revues, They also shape as a 
offbeat offering for U. 5S. tv, . 
Stringbean male, gatbed an Ia 
Ichabod Crane, and pinheaded gal 
cavort into strange bodily mixups 
to the deadpan histrionics of the 
male and the zany muggings and 
frustrations of the gal, to, make 
this good for yocks and on ar es. 
s 


JOHN 
Acro-balance 
15 Mins. 


Lido, Paris ear 

Fifteen - year-old Danish — boy 
makes a fine impression in his first 
nitery stint. Discovered in @ con- 
tinental circus, this blond, be- 
muscled youth displays acro know- 
how way beyond his years. He 
goes through a warmup series of 
clean stands, bends and splits, and 
then into a brilliant series of stands 
and coordinated bodily use on two 
sticks. He goes aloft on one stick, 
with feet to head, balances a ball 
on a spiké in his mouth, and twirls 
two stars with his free hand. 

This is a great’ circus act, and is 
also tops for nitery revue spotting, 
tv and other show biz facets in the 
U. S. Striking Nordic appearance 
and innate showmanship of this 
type make him a standout yr 

MOSK. 


JUNE ERICSON 
Songs 
12 Mins. 
Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. | i 
June Ericson, possessing’ a coo 
set of pipes in a lyric range, is a 
highly listenable singer. In the 
comparatively few moments where 
she lets her range be known, she 
imparts a lot of melody in her 
voice. Unfortunately, Miss Ericson 
elects the more dramatic type of 
number which calls for more his- 
trionic than vocal talent. She has 
considerable ability along thespic 
lines, but the flights of dramaturgy 
seems to give her a johnny-one- 
note effect. This has the net re- 
sult of cutting down on her tune- 
fulness. ; 


It seems that only a change of 
repertoire is indicated for Miss 
Ericson, since she evidences the 
ability to put over melody as well. 
Her rendition of “Blue Room” is 
a case in point. Otherwise the cat- 


likeable | alog is too highly keyed in the 
coloratura who has applied this! dramatic vein. ; 


Miss Ericson has looks, tasteful 
costuming and a pleasing appear- 
ance and above all native ability 
to make good in the ean 4 

ose, 





RAFAEL RUIZ 
Flamenco 

12 Mins. 

Chateau Madrid, N. Y. 

Rafael Ruiz, a goodlooking young- 
ster who appears to have been 
araund for some time but isn’t reg- 
istered in VaRIETY’s New Acts file, 
headlines the current bill at the 





trying to squeeze too much into a | Vauders, 


der an offbeat acro-dance stint that 








COMEDY ACTS 


$ different acts. Can be used anywhere. 
All for $5. An introduction to the most 
helpful writing service in the field of 


|| entertainment. 

| wring Eoteron 

| riting Enterprises 

94 Hill Street xi Troy, N. Y. 


“Creators of Special Comedy Materiai”’ 





Latest Comedy Material 


for MC's, Magicians, Enter- 
tainers, ete. Send for our 
latest price list of great 
ORIGINAL gagfiles, mone- 
logs, dialogs, parodies, 
skits, ete. Written by show 
biz top gagmen. Or send 
$10 fer $50 werth of abeve, 
Money back if not satisfied. 












Direction: MCA 
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Chateau Madrid, and deservedly so. 


|He combines a solid knowledge of 


| his art and an unusual agility with 
a flair for showmanship that makes 
his 12 minutes on the floor—a-long 
spell for a solo dancer—solid 
throughout. ; 

| His routining goes beyond the 
(run of the ordinary flaméncoist, 
once in a while extending to near- 
balleting, but his forte is his rapid- 
fire heel-stamping. A good bet for 


| higher-class niteries, television and 


an, 


SKYLONS (2) 
Aerial 
10 Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 

This is a honey of an act for all 
visual situations, and a top book- 
ing for U. S. vaude and video as 
well as for any circus roster. 


Two males work out topdrawer 
routine on the swinging trapeze. 
First, one partner hangs from 
trapeze and suspends frame, round 
which the other male twists and 
turns. Then, one hangs by neck 
from trapeze and whirls partner 
on his feet. Gimmick is doing over 
30 turns on one-hand twist. : 

Twain are immaculately decked 
out in White shirts and pants, and 
have all the virtues of a smart, 
polished act. Gord. 
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|.» Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 


Highlight of this ‘geason is the 
definite comeback and progress of 
Murray (&-Burns): Kissen, after 15 
‘months of uncertainty, a series of 
major operations and special treat- 
ments; He has rated a top medica} 
report that allowed him to return 
home and statement that he ne 
lotger - needed sanatorium care, 
Ivan Anneberg, circulation director 
of the N. Y. Daily News, planed in 
and flew Murray back to his Port 
Jervis, N. Y., home. 

‘Mae Sullivan, Madison Square 
Garder staffer, planed in for Me- 
morial Day holidays at bedside of 
her husband, George, whose prog- 
ress rates high following major 
surgery. 

Eugene “Dippy” Diers, ace-clown 
with Murphy’s Aqua Show, drew 
an all-clear that permits him to re- 
sume work. 

George Vogeley, manager of 
Sunset View Drive-In, Tarentum, 
Pa., in for week for a weekend 
chat. with his wife, Dorothy, whose 
progress is a noted item. 


Kiepura’s Sellout $5,000 
In Philly Opera Benefit 
Jan Kiepura & Marta Eggerth, 

in a joint appearance to benefit 





jthe Philadelphia Grand Opera 


Co. last Thursday (3) at the Play- 
house-on-the-Park here, scored a 
sellout $5,000 in the house scaled 
up to $5. About 1,400 attended. 
The Kiepuras last appeared in 


Philly about two years: ago. 













BUD and CECE 
ROBINSON 


Currently 
SAHARA HOTEL 
LAS VEGAS 
Direction: MCA 


Park Sheraton Hot 
New York 


WHEN IN BOSTON 
it’s the 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 





TOBY DEANE 


Opening June 14th ; 
BRITISH COLONIAL HOTEL, Nassau 
Followed by an Extensive Tour ‘of: Summer Theatres 


Wishes to Thank the GEORGE SKINNER SHOW 
and the Gang at CBS for a Wonderful 10 Weeks 


Avery & Washington Sis. 
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House Reviews 


koi Troupe (5), et Clark; 
Pde & Anita, Nils & Nadyine, 
Three Swifts, Juanita Hall, Steve 
Jo Lombardi House Orch; “World 
For Ransom” (AA), reviewed in 
variety Feb. 3, 54. 


Standard turns for the most part 
comprise the Palace’s current ses- 
sion. While their routines are fa- 
miliar stuff to loyal vaude fans, the 
material is still potent enough en- 
tertainment-wise to produce a 
pleasing biil. 

Juanita Hall, the original Bloody 
Mary of “South Pacific, demon- 
strates her vocal talents anew in 
a 12-minute onstage stint that has 
the customers warmly applauding. 
Following a Duke Ellington med- 
Jey, she reprises “Happy Talk” and 
“Bali Ha’i” (her “S.P.” trademarks) 
to wrap up a sock stint, 

Yokoi Troupe, four femmes and 
their father, get the usual eight-act 
lavout underway with a showy ex- 
hibition of acrobatics whilst cycling. 
Chet Clark, billed as a “harmonica 
virtuoso,” scores nicely with such 
items as “Rhapsody in Blue” and 
“My Secret Love.” ° ~- 

Leonardo & Anita, ventriloquists 
who work up to a sequence where 
they use five dummies simultane- 
ously, put their inanimate subjects 
through some occasionally amusing 
paces. While the voice-throwing 
elicits a fair share of laughs, max- 





‘suit of a new song-selling projec- 
tion, refuses to stand still and just 
sing, but persists in accompany- 
ing shuffles and struts, complete 
with dragging his mike cords and 
vocal chords behind him. He> gets 
over very nicely on his shout or 
ballad style. 

Frank Keenan, bulky Irishman, 
acts as emcee throughout; recites 
some innocuous patter in a per- 
sonal stint to initial mild recep- 
tion, but is over big on his im- 
personations of certain male and 
female participants in an _ Irish 
political parade. This is belly-ach- 
ing comedy. McStay. 





dates. They headline a standard 
layout this sesh but it all adds up 
to an okay 75-minute frolic. 

The Orioles are a five-man com- 
bo ‘four on vocal and one on gui- 
| tar) who've got the r&b technique 
|down pat. Voices range from basso 





imum returns are hampered by too |to falsetto and they get enough 


much volume on the house p.a: 
system. , 

Dance team of Nils & Nadynne 
{mpress in a variety of lifts and 
spins, cClimaxed by a head-to-head 
spin with the male partner as un- 
derstander. Although these feats 
are well done they would appear 
even more striking if some conven- 


freneticism into their renditions to 
|keep their fans happy. Songbag 
includes such items as “Ain’t Got 
| Nobody,” “Maybe You'll Be There,” 
“Secret Love” and “Drowning 
Every Hope.” 

Erskine Hawkins band, in the co- 
headline spot, is spotted intermit- 
tently throughout the show. Maes- 


tional ballroom-stepping were used | tro, a trumpet ace, fronts five reed, 


as a contrast. 

More than 25 years ago the club- 
juggling Three Swifts evolved their 
deadpan, comedy pattegawhich they 
use in a mock lesson to “teach” 
one of the trio how to juggle. 
Their stick tossing and overall ma- 
terial stand up well to win an okay 
reception. 


After dashing off some tepid, 


gags, vet impressionist Steve Evans 
does his familiar drunk bit and 
winds effectively with a caricature 
of varied audience reactions, e.g. 
“the giggler,” “the “snorter,” “the 
wheezer,” ete. As in the case of 
Leonardo & Anita, the amplifiers 
are much too loud during portions 
of Evans’ stint. 
_ In closing spot is the rope-twirl- 
ing duo of Bud Carlell & Rose. 
Carlell has been spinning the lariat 
for over a quarter century. He 
shows his proficiency by extin- 
guishing a lighted cigaret held by 
his femme partner, among sundry 
other feats. It’s a fine visual turn 
that reaps nice returns. 

Jo Lombardi’s band, per usual, 
capably backs the show. Gilb. 





Casine. Teronte 


Toronto, June 4. 
Georgie Shaw, Great Galasso, 
Vince & Dee Abbott, Three Ar- 
nauts,.Frank Keenan, Archie Stone | 
House Orch; “Man Between” 
(London Fils). 


‘five brass and three rhythm 
through some nifty instrumentals. 
Hawkins’ trumpet work is standout 
on “Over The Rainbow” and “Tux- 
edo Junction.” Band does an okay 
job on “Down Home Jump” and 
“Deuble Shock.” Lou Elliott is an 
attractive band warbler with a fair 
piping style. She works over “Be- 
gin The Beguine,” “Hold Me” and 
i“One Scotch, One Bourbon and 
One Beer” for good results. 
Stuffy Bryant’s sharp cleat work 
tees off the card. He’s a nimble- 
footed tapster and makes his in- 
icate cleat-work appear soft and 
asy. Does his best work on a 
drumlike stand building to a big 
mitt begoff. Rastus (Murray) & 
Roscoe (Dyla) are so-so in a patter 
routine that's labored and sparsely 
funny. Best that can be said about 
them is that they keep it clean. 
The Wang Hong Shu acro troupe 
are reviewed in New Acts. Gros. 


L°Olympia. Paris 


cons De La Rue (3), 
Trio Florida; $1.25 top. 


Juliette Greco, ex-Existentialist 
proponent of the poetically dreary, 
now has a bobbed nose and has 
eschewed her black slacks and 





| 


Here is a variety bill that points | 


sweater of yore for a more public 
black, clinging gown with the same 


up the diversified qualities that | shoulder-length lank hair. Gal still 
continue to keep vaude alive in, has a haunting, husky voice and 


the final North American strong- | 
holds. For an audience with stand- | 
ees, who never heard of the cur- | 
rent squabble between AGVA and. 
the AFM, here is a 70-minute stage | 


can get the most from a street and 
poetic ballad. Though well wel- 
comed in this pop atmosphere, gal 
is in the specialized categofty, and 
with the passing of the Left Bank 


package that saw every act hitting | caves will be more limited in ap- 


the applause jackpot, when caught. | 

Notable on novelty is The Great | 
Galasso for his extraordinary | 
equilibristics, particularly that! 
one-finger stand on a 


billiard cues and a kick-off to a 
one-hand stand on one cue; his| 
similar effect with a shorter walk-| 
Ing stick; and his wham finale | 


Work on the ladders, these bal-| enough to make 


|peal. For the U. S. she is mainly 


in the offbeat category, with a pos- 
sible neat entry in the East side 
plusheries. Her phrasing, interp 


lighted | and poise are all firstrate, and the 
tlobe; his hand balancing on two | throatiness _ is 


ample for the 
anarchic spirit of such ditties as 
“IT Hate Sunday,”’ “Dead Leaves,” 
“IT Am As I Am,” ete. 
Supporting show is 
this the 


varied 
usual 


#nced on a huge glass dome. Galas- | 200d grade here, and in for over- 
0 works throughout in evening flowing returns. Whisky Bros. (2) 
clothes, has a luscious girl assist-' supply the acro-opener with some 
ant who is gorgeously wardrobed, 00d tranmpoline work, and are 


#nd whole act has pace and flash. followed by another Left 


Bank 


Opener has Vince and Dee Ab-| group, the Yves Joly Marionettes 


bott for initial switch to ballroom 


(4), whose use of umbrellas 


Convolutions and acrobatics, not-| against a dark background makes 


able for nonchalance and timing; | this 


vy i '20s”” h sic hall clientele. | 
SeeIenG aoe, | Oe ammaneg She mee a 'said he had studied the Rommel 


4nd then a wham 
Charleston finale 
audience reception. 

a he Arnauts, two men and a 
ing for that traditional family-dis- 
Puted bird-whistling act but, ‘apart 
who-was-first, whistle tease 
magenme bird and her competitor 
ae t lovers has plenty of nostalgia 
nat . dtime vaudegoers, plus a 
sock for the newer generation who 
: ver heard of the Arnault family 


gua 


in John Held 


i Marquee lure is Georgie Shaw, 
of ns high-baritone with plenty 





costuming that gets terrific | a piano and song turn. Miss Mania 


have their perennial follow-| with piano playing hubby Leca a 


pews who, perhaps in the pur-istreet songs into a fine act. 


usually intime act broaden 


Rose Mania and Henri Leca do} 


jis in the pert class and has amnle 
| pipes and interp to make her stint 





nice throat entry. Jose Torres 
and Marianne Ivanoff bring some 
longhair terp to the boards to| 
make this acceptable in the fervor, 
rhythm and general agility of their | 
flamenco and more classical bits. | 
Both make fine figures in their | 
arabesques and castagnettes. 

Gardens De La Rue (3), 
from Left Bank caves, display nice 
| production taste to envelop their | 


also | 





Tornedo, | 


They /orjat, least collaborating: in’ jt.” | , 


BaF S SSS SSS a sRSSRSSas SESSSS OS HSSSSS OH SSE SESE SO REOO® 





head for the U. S. in October for 
the William Morris Agency. Tor- 
nedo shows well in a magico act 
of elegance that fills the mysto bit 
here, and windup is a fine contor- 
tion number in the Trio Florida 
in which a man and woman twist 
grotesquely shaped dummy into 
inconceivable positions. The man 
inside seems to be boneless and 
this is a neat offbeat number. 
Mosk. 





Bohine, Paris 


Paris, June 8. 
“The Smallest Show On Earth,” 
in two acts (13 scenes), staged by 
Lemercier; written by Xavier Mer: 
cier; musical arrangement, Gilbert 
Renacco; dances by Madame Na- 
varre. With Lemercier, Woodrow, 





provincial vintage, and is made up 
of a touring company that usually 
plays the stix here. Brought into 
the Montparnasse district, this is 
strictly for out-of-town French 
visitors, due to its corny and 
earthy content. It combines the 
usual nude aspects, acts and num- 
bers to the accompaniment of a 
musical score taken from every 





VARI 


whether full 


ETY BILLS 


er split week 


Letter in parentheses indicetes circuit. (1) Independent; (L) Loew, (Mm) Messe? 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (&) Stoll) (T) Tiveliy) (W) Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
_ Music Hell (1) 16 
Eric Hutson ; 
Sahomi Tachibana 
Irene Anial 
Maria De Gerlando 
Paul Knowles 
Tong Bros 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym _Orc 

Palace (R) 11 
Norton & Patricia 


BIRMINGHAM 
Hippedro 


me (M) 7. 


Pp 
Billy Eckstine 
Ballet Montmartre 
Cyclo Bros 
Wright & Marion 


Terry & Macs 

|} Young China 

|P Bernie & Crow 

| CHICAGO 
Chicage (FP) 11 

| Joni James 

| 4 Knights 

|Mafshall & Farrell 

|Wells & 4 Fays 

| . MIAMI 

| Olympia (P) 9 

| Miguelito Valdes 


Artie Dann iL ie And 
Apollo, N. Y. Twins Trio, Andre Martin, Miss Dalton « Bailey |Low Mosconi 
Erskine Hawkins Orch (14),| Malta & Doas (3), Les Beauties | (oe, J9cmsn oo ag | Harold & Lola. 
with Lou Eliot; Orioles (5);|Girls (7), Renee Nicou, Liliane| his) ee tapas 
Stuffy Bryant, Wang Hong Shu | Sorel, Saint-Henry, Jonny Mary; BRITAIN 
Troupe (6), Rastus & Roscoe; | $3 top. 
“Target Hog Kong” (Col). winpodtTOM ,, | MusBUnY ARK 
pra ee : : Bobino goes off the straight | Pat Tracy | peversy is 
No matter how many times The | yaude standard to welcome 4 hot- Billy “fo Hoven iA a & Were 
Orioles play this Harlem flagship,| weather tenant to vie for the sum- Benny Garcia | Rob Murray 
they continue to be a money-in-the | mer trade. This is a vague mu-| Rey Price Sue 
en lg ee ge angt ip O net sical stranded together te at in stan sake” Morgan & Manning 
. _ on . atch of acts. t is of obvious | Girls Tp Oe SS Soe 
project similarly in their vaude GLASGOW 


Empire (Mm) 7 
| Lena Horne 
Teddy Foster Ore 
Renee Dymott 

| Frances Duncan 


Joe Church Jimmy James Co 

Darlys Dogs | Delly Kin 

Jackie | LEEDS 

Will Waddington Pre Smoive (M) 7 
BLACKPOOL ee oe 

Opera House (1) 7) Second . Evans 

Jimmy Edwards |Royale 3 


Tony Hancock 





show and cleffer’s manual extant. 

Story line has a grifter coming 
inte a smalltown and taking ad- 
‘vantage of the mayor’s daughter's | 
| weakness for chortling to offer her | 
|a lead in a circus he is proposing 
|to create. The daughter’s admirer 
jis the village halfwit, but also its 
|richest man. The money is dug up 
|and then show segues into its va- 
i riety turn in presenting a series of 
|acts which are of ordinary char- 
| acter except for a few. Twins Trio 
|does a neat dance acro bit with 
itwo stalwarts manhandling a frail 
| chick for okay results. Miss Malta 
|& Dogs (3) is a good canine act. 





Joan Turner Co 
Bassi 3 
Elaine & Rodoiph 
Monty Norman 
Kathryn Moore 
Corps de Ballet 
Palace (1) 7 
Joyce Barbour 
Arnold Ridley 
Kay Callard 
Vernon Greeves 
Tower Circus (i) 31 
C Cairoli & Paul 
Knies Animals 
August Natsch 





| with a family of three showing off 
i their trained hounds effectively. 

| Andre Martin, 
;man, displays a frantic pair of fal- 


a bearded fat 2 Rassos 


i 


/10 Beer Barrel P 
| Little Jimmy 


|setto pipes and creates an effec-| jimmy Scott 


tive offbeat number in doing so-| 


prano arias from opera. Renee 
Nicou is okay as top terp and 
| Liliane Sorel is only for second 
| company ingenue leads. Lemercier 
| does everything else in this show, 


ing number which gives yocks to 


the provincial trade and would dis- 
appoint any tourists who happened 
in expecting a music hall show. 
Topper is neat hat juggling by 
Woodrow. whose zeal makes for a 











the uninitiated. This ir strictly for | 


BOSCOMBE 

| Hippodrome (1) 7 
| Eve Boswell 
Marshall & Brett 
| Revel & Fields 

'P & J Yuile 
|Ken Wilson 

|N & B Bridges 


from a clown to a drag mind-read- | Skating Vogues 


| Dave King 
BRADFORD 

Athambra (M) 7 

Katja 

Devine & King 

Vogelbeins Bears 

Nemecs & Violet 

Radiana 

Joe Stuthard 





Johnson | 


} 








Continued from page 1 


'said that he had no definite | 
| projects lined up after that, but | 


|that he was interested in “The | 


i . | Lacys 
Paris, June 8. sock flipped lid number. He rates BRIGHTON 
Juliette Greco. Whisky Bros. | big applause. Mosk. Hippodrome (M) 7 
(2), Yves Joly Marionettes (4), really, 
Rose Mania & Henri Leca, Jose fT K & P Lewington 
Torres & Marianne Ivanoff, Gar- | | Winters & FieMing 


Alain Diagora 


| Arthur Haynes 
| Lizzet & Eddie 
| Voltaire 

| LEICESTER 
i Patace (S) 7 
| Billy Dainty 

| Peter . Ross 

| Pat Ward 

| Roy Earl 

'Syd Raymond 
| Jean Morris 

| LINCOLN 
Royal (i) 7 
|; Danny O'Dea 

| Conrad Vince 


| David & Berglas 
| Raf & Julian 


|Candy Sis & Eddie 
LONDON 


Palladium (M) 7 
Jerry Desmonde 
|3 Monarchs 
Walter Dare Wahl 
+ Bob Williams 
{Schaller Bros 
| Piero Bros 
Florence & 
| Frederic 
| Teddy Hale 
| Fay Lenore 
| Gillian Moran 


Geo Mitchell Choir 


Palladium Girls 


| MANCHESTER 
| Hippedrome (S) 
+} Eddie Gray 


| Arthur English 
D & J O’Gorman 
Willie Carlisle 
Magzie Graham 
Phillis Holden 
Turner & Paget 
NORTHAMPTON 
New (t) 7 
|Harry Rowson 


Authors & Swinson [Len Aster 


Skylons 
Chris Sands 


BRISTOL 
Empire (i) 7 
Jack Haig 
Bob Andrews 
Mary H--kness 


| Wandering Jew” and the filmiza- | Patricia Soleil 


| tion of “The Man Who Never Was.” | Le 


Eric Williams 
slie Dowsey 


| Latter may now roll in September, | ©*"! Barnay 


| Moiar Briody 


| having been held up by casting!s Fisher Girls 
BRIXTON 


| difficulties. 
| Johnson, who writes his own 
| scripts, said the problem today was 
| to find ideas, not stories. 
menting further about 


| People,” he attributed its onlg fair | 


| b.o. to its political content. “The | 
| Red angle did it,” he observed. “I 
thought it enlightened people about | 
‘€onditions in Berlin and did it in 
dramatic form that represented the 
\ truth.” He added he didn’t be- 
lieve in “deliberate enlighten- | 
| ment.” 

Worthy of the Bard 

| Referring to ‘“‘The Desert Fox,” 
| the Rommel biog he ‘wrote for 
| 20th and for which he was sevefe- | 
| ly criticized in some quarters as 
glorifying an enemy who didn’t 
deserve such a halo, Johnson held 
that “people were wrong” who op- | 
posed the Rommel film. “The |} 
plight of this man was material 
for Shakespeare,” he declared. He | 


case and had found him to be a 
professional soldier and nothing | 
else. There are those who are dis- 
inclined to go along with John-| 
son on that theory. 

Does it help for a director to | 
have written his own seript? “Cer- | 
tainly,” said Johnson. “When I) 
write a script I in fact direct the | 
film on paper anyway. It’s unnat- | 
ural for a stranger to take over | 
where my script ends. I think the | 
future will see more and mere di- | 
rectors doing their own scripting, | 


| Betty 


| Alain 


| Emoress (1) 7 


Tony Brent 
Johnny Gray Bd 
| Eddie Arnold 


Com- |} Max Geldray 
“Night S & 


P Kaye 

Russmar 2 

| Brian Andro 

Bobbie Collins 

Lee Youngsters 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 7 

Harry Lester Rev 
CHELSEA 
Palace (1) 7 


Hippodrome (i) 7 


| Jewel & Harfiss 
Sally Barnes 
‘Geraldo Ore 


D & D Remy 
Boyer & Revel 
Rayos 3 
Audrey Mann 
Bobby Beaumont 
ERBY 
Hippodrome (S) 7 
Norman Evens 
Jumel 
5 Skyliners 
Victor Seaforth 
J & S Lamonte 
Bil & Bil 
EAST HAM 
Graneda (i) 7 
Diagora Co 
Southlanders 
Audray Jeans 
Frances Duncan 
Metropolitan (i) 7 
Carribean Carnival 


Co 
Cyril Lagey 
Woods & Jarrett 
Eddie Williams 
Shirley Bassey 
Harlam Belles 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (Mm) 7 
Josef Locke 
P Darban & 
Wendey 
Len Marten 
2 Pirates 


Henderson & Kemp 


Reid Twins 


pe King 
Auftralian Starlets 
eeenwraeeneene 


| Paul Rivers 

' Dickie Bird 

| Maureen Comfort 

10 Valentine Girls 

| NORWICH 

| Hippodrome (i) 7 

|B & A Pearson 

; Johnnie Clark 

| Milton Woodward 

| Terry 

| Dorrie Kendall 

| Hengler Bros 

| Jean Roy 

| Billy Natchett 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 7 

Disna Decker 

Robertis 

| Gladys Morgan Co 

|} Stan White & Ann 

|Curzen 3 


McAndrews & Mills 


Morton Harmonica 


o 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 7 
David Hughes 
Tommy Cooper 
| Shane & LaMar 
Nat Hope 
Keefe Bros & A 
Audrey Jeans 
Vie Perry 
| Kenways 
Joan St Paul 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (I) 7 
| Charlie Ellis 
| Wilton Family 
| Angelina 
Amar & Alana 
Paris Lovlies 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 7 
Al Martino 
Richard Sis 
Hylda Paker 
Allen Bros & 
Bobbie Kimber 
|Owen McGiveney 
Angelos 
SOUTHAMPTON 
| Grand (i) 7 
Roy Holland 
| Jimmy Grant 
| Janet Karel 
Diana Chapman 
Lewis Manton 


June 


Robert Grayson 

Frank Seton 

| Gale Douglas 

| George Wilder 

| Barry Gnome 

{C W Ingram 

| Ellis Ashton 
SWANSEA 





| Empire (mM) 7 
| Den Lawrence 
| 
} 
} 
‘ 


Dennis Bros & June | Sparky Kaye 


Lester Sharpe 
Mongadors 

Harry Bailey 
P a P Page 


see eee eseeere 


"Les Raynor & B 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (i) 7 
Vic Oliver Co 

yo 


Empire (i) 7 


Eltham & Sharpe 
Jeretz Bros 
Goldwyns 

Maja & Myna 
Jane Shore Co 
Beams Girl Tp 





| Cabaret Bills 





Bive Ange 
Sylvania Mello 
Martha Davis 
Trude Adams 
Bart Howard 
Jimmy Lyons Trio 
Leo De Lyon 

Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Thelma Carpenter 
Oliver Wakefield 
Kaye Ballard 
Doleres Brown 

Cafe Seciety 
Treniers 

Chateau Maarid 
Rafael Ruiz 
Malena Loreta 
Gillian Grey 
F Alonso Ore 
| Sarita Herrera 

Lopacaviane 
Sam Levenson 
Joanne Wheatley 
Jenny Collins 
vi Dursoe Orc 
Frank Marti Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
jules Lande Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Jimmy Kirkwood 
Sonny Howard 
Rob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 

Old Roumantan 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 

Two Guitars 
Viadimir Rozhen 
Lubov Hamshay 
Misha Uzdanoft 
Senia Karavaeff 
| Misha Markoff 
i Hotel Astor 
|Sammy Kaye Ore 





| Motel New Yorker 
Ed & Wilma Leary 
Jo Barnum 


| Goya 
3 Craddocks | 3 
Vivian & Tassi BrankiSys 
xO erks ew |Momo Beams Girls 
Harold Gautier Co a veeree. 
Fattini | Empire (mM) 7 
4 Ramses | Billy Daniels 
Douglas Kossmayer | me Fayne 
3 Petroffs | Tommy Jover Co | 
George Ruzsa ive. Collins | Ben Dova 
| onyo 
; ooo Iris Sadler 


| Steve Kisley Ore 
| Dee Drummend 
| Frank Sonell 


| Hotel 

|Cy Coleman 

| Joan Bishop, 

Hotel Pierre 

Denise Darcel 

| Charles Carts 

| Stanley Melba Ore. 

| Chico Relli_ Ore 

Hotel Piaze 

'H Gallagher 

|Joan Holloway 

| Ted Streater Ore 


Pk Sheraton 


NEW YORK CITY 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Motel St. Regis 

Daniel & Baron 
Milt Shaw Ore 

Ray Bari Ore 
Hotet Statler 

Art Weems Ore 
Hotel Teft 

Vincent t.opev Ore 
tatin Quarter 

Bernard Bros 

Szonys 

Jane Morgan 

7 Ashtons 

Art Wane: Ore 

B Hurlowe Ore 


La Vie En Rese 
Eartha Kitt 
Lancers 
Will Jordan 
Doug Rogers 
Van Smith Ore 
Le Ruban Biev 
Julius Monk 
Nino Nanni 
Lee Goodman 
June Ericson 
Terry & Macs 
N Parris Trio 
Town & Country 
Morty Gunty 
Lorraine Arnold 
Terraces 
Johnny Morris 
LaPlaya 6 
Versaities 
Nice To See You’ 
Fay DeWitt 
Don Liberto 
Georgie Kaye 
Al Norman 
Lou Nelson 
Dorothy Keller 
Patti Ross 
Linda Lombard 
Margy Duncan 
Paula Stewart 
Carol Ohmart 
Salvatore Gioce 
Panchito Ore 
Village Sarn 
Rachel Ellen 
Norbits 
Jack Wallace 
Larry MacMahon 
Joe Furst 
Hal Graham Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Lord Burress 
| Edith Mosier 
| Marshall Len 
'C Williams Trio 
| Waldort-Asterie 
Freddy Martin 
| Eileen O’Dare 
| Manolo Mera 





| Monte Ore Mischa Borr Ore 

CHICAGO 

; Biack Orchid =. use Sete 
3% itzgera 

ar Johnny Griffin 


| Dave Romaine 
R Kerpais Due 
i Bive Angeli 
| “Calypso Magic” 
| Talley Beatty 

| Sam Manning 
Lady Jamaica 

|} Princess Orelia 

| Lord Carlton 

| Lady Trinidad 
D’Lacy Quartet 


Cher Paree 
Nat (King) Cole 
Allen & De Wood 
Allan & Ashton 
B Farnon Ore 
Rodriguez Khumba 
Edgewater Beech 
Ames Bros 
D Hild Dancers 
Art Lowry Ore 

Paimer House 
Jose Greco & Co 
Charlie Fisk Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotel 
Connie Russell 
Paul Gilbert 
, Benny Strong Ore 

Band Sox 

Mae Williams 
Gary Merton 
Rickie Laine 
Larry Green Trio 

Bar of Music 

Josephine Premice 
F & D Marshall 
Don Marlowe 
Dick Hazard Ore 

Blitmore Hotei 

Lucilie Norman 
Wally Boag 
Three Houcs 
Hal Derwin Ore 

Ciro‘s 

Xavier Cugat 

Abbe Lane 


Chariey Fey‘s 
Carl Rayazza 
Harry Sfévens 
Johnny Black Ore 

Mocambe 
Dick Shawn 
Perez Prado Ore 

Moulin Rouge 
B Minevitch H R 
De Castro Sis (3) 
Dominique 
Chiquita & Johnson 
Louise Hoff 
Barbettes (5) 
Gina Genardi 
Tom Canyon 
Fluff Charlton 
Bob Snyder Ore 
D Arden Dancers 

Statier Hotel 
Hildegarde 
Johnny Johnson 
S Ennis Ore 
Ron Perry Ore 





MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Bar of Music 


Bill Jordan 
Hal Fisher 
Harvey Bell 


Beth Challis 
Gina Valenta 
Ethel Davis 
Fred Thompson 
Black Magic 
Sammy Walsh 
Jean Burkette 
Lynn Taylor 
| Beverly enny 
Clover Club 
Charlie Farrell 
Julie Romero 


Arlene 

Rita Marlow 

Charlotte Watere 
Nautilu« Hotel 

Betty Reilly 

Tip Toppers 

Antone & Ina 

Sid Stanley Ore 


Sans Souci Hotel 


| Sid Gould 
|, Sacasas Ore 


Ann Herman Ders 


| Anne Barnett 


Roney Plaza 
Johnny Pineapple 
Hawaian Rey 

V aabonds 


Marilyn Hightower 
Tony Lopez Ore | Fran Warren 

Selma Marlowe Line | Condos & Brandow 
| Woody Woo tbury ‘Mary Ann Bentley 


Leon & Eddie's (Geo Hopkins 
Lois De Fee jourf Riders 
Lynn Star iFrank Linale Ore 


| LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


| Fiaminge | Desert inn 
Kay oy | Chico, Harpe Marx 
Jones y } . » 
| Boy Foy Los Chavales De 
| Silver Stipper Espana 
| frank ‘Hem moet 
an enry 
\ the Spapenene Deteres Dray 
Lve riley soev No 
7 Lest Frontier 
& ‘I |) Bill Willard & Margo 


| E. Albert 


‘Jimmie Cavanaugh | Marquis Family 


(@entinued on page 5$)...... 
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Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 

Freddy Martin Orch (167; with 
Eileen O’Dare, Manolo Mera; Mis- 
cha Borr. Orch; $2-$2.50 ,cover. 





‘Freddy Martin has been a long 
time returning to the Waldorf’s 
topy Starlight Roof and it’s prob- 
‘bly not surprising that for his 
current Stand in the big room. hé 
devotes a good deal of time to of- 
ferings by. his band, Over-all cur- 
rent show is leisurely, not overly 
distinguished. 

Featured attractions—dancer Fi- | 
leen O’Dare and singer Manolo 
Mera, a powerful tenor in the 
Mario Lanza class—help introduce 
a fresh and pleasant note, with 
Mera the more: obvious crowd 
pleaser. He's got a voice that soars, 
and the Starlight Roof is big 
enough to absorb and emphasize 
» ae, 

Martin’s band is short on vocal 
talent and certainly could stand 
some female glamor, but it’s a 
smooth, well-integrated org and 
Martin's emceeing is friendly and 
effortless. Wisely, he keeps the 
chatter to a minimum and music 
at a maximum. Show gets off to 
a good start with a nostalgic run- 
down to tunes the Martin orch has 
helped popularize via disks. 

Pianist Dave Leonard does a 
socko job in a solo stint backed up 
by the orch. It’s the kind of thing | 
the customers appreciate and the 
virtuoso fingering in the rhumba 
number brings shouts of delight 
from the ringsiders. Band goes 
through one of those we-went-on 
a - bus - and - here’s - where - we - 
visited potpourris which somehow 
lacks imagination particularly 
since the vocalizing by members of 
the orch is anything but outstand- 
ing. : 

Miss O’Dare is a tall gal who 
manages to keep attention rigidly 


(pseudo) ventro bit. The customers 
love ’em and they hit the yock 
meter at top decibels. Howard and 
Wanda Bell also’score strongly 
with a topnotch sesh of balancing 
and teeter board tricks that leaves 
the aud breathless. 

Michael Gaylord batons his. aug- 
mented band skillfully -and Lou 
Weir pumps out organ melodies 
between band sets. Elie. 


Biltmore Hotel, L. A. 
Los Angeles, June 1. 
Lucille Norman, .Wally Boag, 
Three Houcs, Hal Derwin Orch 
(10), Biltmore Starlets (12); cov- | 
er $1, $1.50. ‘ 








Lucille Norman, erstwhile War- | 
ner star and since in radio, tv and | 
disks, makes her local nitery bow | 
as stellar attraction of. the Bilt- | 
more Bowl’s new show and comes 
off in firstrate style. She tops a lay- | 
out otherwise composed of comic | 
Wally Boag, who gives personality | 
to blown-up balloons; the clever | 
juggling Three Houes, and the 
Biltmore Starlets, in three produc- 
tion numbers, all wrapped up for 
a pleasant hour's divertissement. 

Miss Norman, whose only pre- 
vious niteclub appearance was a 
single in Vegas some months back, 
displays plenty of range in her 
singing and knowhow delivery, 
simultaneously presenting a dazz- 
ling figure in a tight and showy 
white satin gown. Her choice. of 
numbers is good, and she gives 
finish to her chirping. Best re- 
ceived on opening night of her) 
six-week stand was “‘Deed 
which she socked over for fine ef- 
fect, although her often-husky | 
tones are perfectly suited to “They | 
Call Me Mimi,” aria from —“La 
Boheme.” 

For his stint, Boag twists a mul- 
titude of balloons into various de- 
signs to show different types of 








focused on her with an outstand- 
ing solo terp routine combining | 
dance and acrobatics. Working this | 
floor alone is.a tough proposition, | 
but she fills the bill to perfection. | 
She’s a hatural for nightclub and | 
tv work. | 

Mera, who’s given quite a build- 


humanity, to the accompaniment 
of not-too-well received patter, and 
winds with a nimble _ softshoe 
dance. The Houcs, two femmes and 
a man, first do tricks with hoops, 
progressing then to fast work with 
Indian clubs, a top act of its kind# 


| Three Moro-Landis production 


numbers, with gay costumes, are 


up, lives up to it with a couple of backed by Hal. Derwin’s orch for 


shattering renditions that rate as | good effect. 
impressive demonstrations of lung | 


power. 
follows up with “Estrellita” and 
“Matinata” and encores with the 
Pagliacci prolog. Combining pleas- 
ant looks with those sturdy pipes, 


Mera leaves his audience breath- | 


less and clapping for more. Show 
winds with a novelty number and 
a bit of cute clowning by Mera and 
the boys. S Hift. 


Blinstrub’s, Boston 


Boston, June 1. 
Joni James, Dornan Bros. (2), 
Howard & Wanda Bell, Barries 
(2), Bobby Brandt, Michael Gay- 
lord Orch (10), Louis Weir, or- 
ganist; $2 minimum. 





The current lineup at this huge 


bistro, topped by Joni James, 


stacks as just about the strongest of | 
the season from an entertainment | 
with not a letdown) 


standpoint, 
throughout the entire 90-minute 
Stint. 


Making her first appearance 


here since she catapulted into the) 
heavy sugar department on the! 
heels »f her first disclick a couple. 


of years ago, the diminutive Miss 


tracting and not too becoming 
“Ondine” hairdo,  nevertheles¢! 
scores solidly. She’s pee up a) 
bit of dramatics since her previous | 
visit here and she plays it to the) 
hilt, which, judging from the} 
robust reaction of her enthusiastic | 
fans, adds a bit of flavor to her} 
sesh. Chirp doesn’t stint in her 
songalog, which is replete with her 
disk trademarks done in tasteful 
fashion, while her between-num- 
ber chatter is- neither naive nor 
sophisticated, but well-tailored to 
her personality. : 

Layout tees off with the. boffo 
stepping of. Bobby Brandt, whose | 
‘agile tapping and softshoe routines | 
are strictly top-level. Guy tosses! 
in a few acro steps and butterflies | 
for good measure with the result 
that his stint shapes as the top! 
opening: act spotlighted here in| 
months. The 'Barries, in the second 
slot, are also nifty with 
ballroomology which 


He starts with “Granada,” | 


'Lei” are topnotch. 


Whit. 


El Ranche, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, June 2. 

| Dorothy Lamour (with South 

|Sea Islanders and Sam Mineo) 

| (5), Joel Grey (with Buddy Breg- 

|man); Dot Dee Dancers (10), Bob 


| Ellis Orch (11); no cover, no mini- 
| mum, 


Since her last Vegas appearance 
Dorothy Lamour has acquired suf- 





| her act a ‘sound nitery bet. Frilled 
'in a striking gown to enhance a 
handsome figure. the svelte brunet 
| warbler shines best in Polynesian 
‘tunes. Comic Joel Grey gives show 
a fair assist and opus should fare 
fairly well for the fortnight. 

‘ In an act that’s neither over- 
produced nor overdressed, Miss 
Lamour leans heavily on the Cros- 
by-Hope pix in which she ap- 
peared, as well as other fliekers, 
to bring back cinenra nostalgics 


that 80 over with the diners. 
| There’s ; “An - Apple for the 
Teacher,” “Tangerine.” and from 


From the more recent pop field 
there’s “I Wish I Could Shimmy 


_Like My Sister Kate,” and “Kiss, | 
James, sporting a somewhat dis- | 


Kiss Me,” that click in the 35 min- 
ute stint. 


Act rings the bell when the 


South Sea Islanders come on to | 
Trio of in- | 


join the headliner. 
strumental-vocalists' back up Miss 
Lamour in a Hawaiian medley of 
well-rremembered Lamour songs 
that go as far back as Sam Gold- 
wyn's “Hurricane.” The ‘“Poly- 


-nesian Laughing Song,” “Hawaiian 


Wedding Song” and “For You a 
Sam Mineo 
conducts the Bob Ellis ‘orch for 
Miss Lamour in @apable fashion. 
Joel Grey is if anything too in- 
tense to trying to sock over ma- 
terial, most of which is just fair. 
Surrounded by 
Buddy Bregman on the podium 
and Nick Castle, who directed the 
fine ¢horeo displayed by the 
youthful comedian, act strives to 
build but never quite gets over 
the climactic hump that assures 


their, the entertainer that he’s home a/ good 
includes | Winner. Exuberant youngster gets | songalog. 


I Do,” | 


“Road to Utopia”, “Personality.” | 


such brass as} 


Lido, Paris 
Paris, June 8. 

Pierre Lotlis-Guerin,. Rene Fra- 
day presentation of revue, “Voila,” 
in two parts (43 tableaus). Chore- 
ography, Don Arden; costumes and 
decor, Fost; music, Kramer. With 
John, Ruman & Kita, Francis Linel, 
The Earls (2), Dominique, Fred 
Kaps, Phil Romayne & Terry 
Brent, Irene Lafon, Lido Ballet 
(8), Bluebell Girls © (8),° Roger 
Stephani, Continental Orch (12), 
Tropical Rhythm Orch (12); $6 
minimum, yay 





“Voila” was first .inaugurated 
June 4, ’53, at the plush Lido. Its 
success Ras prompted : producers 
Pierre Louis-Guerin . and . Rene 
Fraday to hold it for an 18-month 
sojourn with” only a refurbishing 
and an addition of a flock. of new 


‘specialty acts for the new tourist 


season. This is sound ‘reasoning 
and will probably turn into a regu- 
lar policy of the house. Show is 


leven more rapid and brilliant than 


before with nary a wrinkle, and 
the new acts and fihds adding a 
cohesiveness to this, solid show. 
French aspect is still, kept in a 
cancan number, but show will 
probably be even more American- 
ized than of yore when the cancan 
chorus transfers to the new. Bal 
Tabarin, which opens next March, 
and will also be run by Guerin and 
Fraday. They feel patrons want 
the fast-paced show at the Lido, 
and will get the more lavish and 
Gallicized shows at the Tabarin. 


Girls are as lovely as ever here, 
and nudity is a leavening diversion 


/here instead of a pall, as happens 


at the Pigalle flesheries. All the 
big production numbers are the 
same as the previous show and still 
have the bounce, eroticism and eye 
appeal with Don Arden’s scintillat- 
ing choreography. The Versailles 
number, with the one-way mirrors 
for scope; the boudoir . number 
with the solidly wardrobed gals on 
chaise lounges, are. still master- 
pieces of suggestion. -The Bluebell, 
Girls (8), Lido Ballet (8), and Lido 
PModels (4), give this show about 
the best pulchritude and terping 
hereabouts. 


Acts are the thing in this show 
also, and Dominique comes~ back 
to wow them with his_ pixie per- 
sonality and his pickpocketing. He 
|strips the audience like plucked 
|chickens and they love it. He is 
,at home in this atmosphere and 
| makes. for a top nitery act. John 
lis a 15-year-old Danish boy who 
|performs a prodigious acro-bal- 
| ancing act. Ruman & Kita are a 
| 





grotesque acro-dance couple who 
| make a neat offbeat act. The Earls 
'(2) show the Fraday flair in put- 


_They do a violent fight bit that is 
|masterful in falls, timing. and 
| feigned violence and adds the note 


} 


| of rapidity to this show. 

' Fred Kaps promotes. some 
|magice dexterity in. the second 
‘half, and the brilliant flashing 
| blades of Phil Romayne and Terry 
Brent on the ice, and the fervid 
‘hoopla of the French -cancan with 
| the nimble-foofed Roger Stephani, 
| all combine to make this a master- 
_ful nitery show, and due for long 
|and prolonged international cater- 
| ing. Dansapation is‘ well handled 
by the two orchestras. Mosk. 


| Boulevard, Queens 

| Lou Monte, Billy Gilbert, Del 
|'Ray & Young, Ned Harvey Band, 
| Diablo Rhumba Orch; $4-$5 mini- 
mums. 





This big room on Queens Boule- 
_vard in N. Y. may be, too far east 
|of Broadway forthe regular New 


York nitery clientele, but there's. 


apparently enough biz from Long 


Island itself. to make: it- pay off.: 


| This spet is an 850-seater and fills 
|up regularly on the weekends at 
|relatively stiff minimums. Main 
reason for the click .of this: opera- 
|tion for the past two years is ‘its 
'accent on disk names for the pitch 
|to younger patrons. The under-20 
crowd seems to predominate here. 

Current bill is a good sample of 
‘this spot’s entertainment policy. 


/Lou Monte, RCA Victor’s singer | 


'who catapulted into thé hit lists 
|with “Darktown Strutters Ball” 
| after being around in relative ob- 
| security for many years, makes a 
impression with a _ varied 
Monte’s pipés are far 


waltzing, a bit of the rustic and a, Off to overlong start with “Meetin’ | from standout, but he belts his bal- 


Spanish-flavored routine, each fea- 
turing rapid spins. 

The Dornan Bros., a couple of 
local comics who are rapidly nab- 
bing a national rep due to their 
uninhibited zanities, furnish a! 
hearty laugh-provoking sesh, Guys | 
tab it “organized confusion,” «and | 
that about sums it up. They dish 
out ridic chatter, kibitz with the 
ringsiders, heckle the waitresses 
and take advantage of any loophole 
to insert a spontaneous gag. For 
windup, the boys lure five male 
customers onstage, plop wigs on 





them and give yut with a hilarious 
a seevh son probe, 4. 
> { Ce a ‘ t1> t 4 


Time,” in a display of joy at meet- 
ing the folks. His impression of 
Jerry Lewis is very good 


“New Straw Hat” is soso, while | 


‘“Roumania; Roumania,” which 
winds with Yiddish lyrics, could be 
cut out of the act without hurting it 
a bit. Seller here is evidently 
meant to be a Billy Daniels take- 
off with the lyrics, but it falls 
short. The talent of Grey, prop- 
erly geared and with material 
more suitable to his dynamic 


style, must make him a sock bistro 
attraction. 
this trip. 


i coe 


Such is not. the case 


ud . 2CsG 0 


‘lads with commercial schmaltz and 
injects spirit and humor into his 
| Italo-slanted novelties. 
His repertoire includes ‘‘Won’t 
| You Forgive Me,” “I’ve Got The 
World On A, String,” “A Baby 
Cried,” “Darktown,” “My Yiddishe 
Mamma,” an Italian folk song and 
for an encore, “Somewhere There 
Is Someone.” Monte has an in- 
gratiating personality but he 
should cut down on those repeated 
urgings to buy his Victor platters. 
ilm comic Billy Gilbert, who 
has been working the nitery belt 





_ | for the, last few. yeans, makes. the 


i-c if} ot edt ov get vor on 


biggest dent in this layout. His 
routine is a blend of song, nostalgia 
and old gags; but he délivers it 
with expert timing for sock results 
here, where saphistication is not 
held at a premium. His best bit is 


billed blonde! and his finale assort- 
ment of sneezes. His vocalizing is 
fair, but warmly received, and the 
old wheezes and sneezes put him 
over strong. ~ : 


Del Ray & Young open the show 
with some hokey, but interesting 
Oriental hoofing and go off with 
some exotic stepping to a jazz beat. 
Ned Harvey emcees nicely and ba- 
tons the orch for the show as well 
as alternating with Diablo’s Latin 
‘crew for customer cans. 

erm. 





. Black Hawk, Frisco 
San Francisco, June 3. 
Anita O’Day, Vernon Alley-Cal 
Tjader Combo (3), Memery Mid- 
gett; no cover; two drink minimum. 





Former top name vocalist mak- 
ing a comeback after a period 
away from the _ business,- Anita 
O'Day is heading an all-jazz show 
at this small Frisco club. She is 
still an effective singer, putting 
across her standard tunes like 
“Pagen Love Song” in good fash- 
ion, but she suffers from a lack 
of visual appeal. Her arrange- 
ments, mostly by Roy Kral, are 
tricky, novel and appealing with 
a commercial potential the gal is 
not capitalizing on as yet. She 
seems unsure of herself before the 
public and a bit more confidence, 
plus some custuming, should make 
her again a factor on the jazz cir- 
cuit. 

Tunes she handles especially 
well are “Somebody’s Cryin’,” 
“Lovesick Blues” (an unusual jazz 
twist to the hillbilly song), “No 
House, No- Mouse Blues.” -Ac- 
companiment is by the Vernon 
Alley-Cal Tjader combo, a local 
group which features Alley on 
bass, Tjader on vibes and drums 
and Richard Wyands on_ piano. 
Intermissions are split between 
the Alley-Tjader group, which of- 
fers consistently palatable jazz, 
and Memery Midgett, pianist and 
vocalist new to the business but 
with a pleasing warmth in her 
voice and on the piano. Rafe. 


Chaudierre, Ottawa 
Ottawa, June 4. 


Les Baker, Esco LaRue, Hibbard 
& Bird, Trixie, Jeff Davis, Jimmy 
Garrett Orch (8); $1 admission. 





Despite some ragged edges, Les 
Baker’s cartoon ‘session in the 
Chaudierre’s Rose Room remains 


'ficient polish and poise to make | ting this U. S. act into a boff cadre. bright and draws plenty mitting, 


mainly through the cartoonist’s 
pies. ag personality and the act’s 
novelty. Usirg a projector to put 
his drawings on a screen as he does 
them, the Bugs Bunny creator uses 
multiple sheets of celluloid to ani- 
mate some of, his drawings, cari- 
catures two tablesitters and. uses 
Bunny and Fudd only to introduce 
the stanza. It lacks production 
savvy and night caught (3) there 
was no music except when Baker: 
caught the band unawares and asked 
for a chord or standard tune to be 
faked. Artist’s gab material could 
stahd' freshening, too. 

Working with terps pair Hibbard 
& Bird, Esco LaRue handles a fa- 
miliar comedy routine realistically. 
It’s the drunk-from-the-audience 
idea, but as LaRue does it, not only 
the customers are fooled but show- 
wise people as well. He even works 
the headwaiter and floorside stooge 
in the routine which includes socko 
balancing and acro. It’s top com- 
edy and showmanship. 


Trixie, pert blond juggler, flips 
hats, balls and hoops,'standout be- 
igg her tossing of five plates while 
bouncing a ball on her’ brow. Jeff 
Davis chants, apes, makes with 
comedy and emcees to so-so re- 
turns, Jimmy Garrett band handles 
show and dancing chores. Gorm. 


Hotel Radisson, Mpls. | 


f Minneapolis, June 5. 
Jimmy Carroll, Don McGrane 
Orch (7); $2.50 minimum, 





Warbler Jimmy Carroll, a fre- 
quent visitor at this tony Flame 
Room boite, is back again ahd giv- 
ing his -usual good vocal account 
of himself, As is always the case 
with this personable, proficient 
singer, pleasant melody gets the 
sort of workout that tablesitters 
approve. ’ 

A wide variety of songs receive 
expert treatment from Carroll. 
Ballads are particularly up his 
wow b but no type of number is 
slig ited. Seated at the piano and 
tickling the ivories as he exercises 
his fine set of pipes, he unspools 
a dozen or so selections, all of 
them easy on the labor extremities. 

Don McGrane and his orchestra 
do the usual tiptop ba¢king up, 
and also dispense dance music ex- 
| cellently, 
i oc€ 





a burlesque ‘sketch with an un-|- 


Mocambeo, Hollyweed 

. \- "Hollywood, June 3. 

Dick Shawn, Perez Prada. (16) 
& Paul Hebert (7) Orchs; . $2 
cover. pb 8 





Dick Shawn, a. leather-lunged 
young character comic, holds 
promise of developing into a popu- 
lar figure on the Sinset Bivd. 
saloon belt.'He has what it takes 
to get by with the Hollywood 
crowd, and thosé who like the din 
of Perez Prado’s mambo band and 


over should find the Mocambo’s 
new show passable. +4 a 

‘Shawn ‘grows on his auditors 
with his many-faceted numbers, 
building to the sock offering of 
“Massa Richard,” tale of his great- 
grandfather who left the South 
during the Civil War to get guns 
in the North and for whom he 
watches every morning.: 

Comic interlaces remnants of 
various numbers into succeeding 
routines for sudden laughs and has 
the air of a vet mikester, always in 
complete possession of himself. He 
bursts into song with “I’ll.See You 
in My Dreams,” and “Paglacci.” 
“Schizophrenia” is. catch-as-catch- 
can tomfvolery. 

Prado, “King -of the Mambo,” 
and. his 15.men—mostly brass— 
practically shake the locks off the 
doors with their mambo bleatings. 
For the confined enclosure of this 
small Strip boite, Prado’s band in 
far too powerful. They neéd an 
auditorium. ' 

Majority of ‘numbers carry a 
sameness, with “Granada” and 
“Cereso. Rosa’ probably best-re- 
ceived. Prado, who does much of 
his conducting by stamping an the 
floor, copped a few opéning-night 
laughs when he decided his Eng- 
lish wasn't sufficient and called on 
a member of his band to intérpret 
for him. Whit. - 


Black Orchid, Chi. 

Chicago, June 1. 
Gertrude Niesen, Paul. Gray; 
Dave Romaine, Rudy Kerpays Duo; 
$4 minimum. ‘ 








Playing a repeat engagement 
here after only a two-week hiatus 
between this and her (last date, 
Gertrude Niesen augurs sock biz 
for three upcoming weeks at Chi’s 
lone intimery. She’s drawing not 
only the Orchid’s bon-ton regulars 
but also nightclubbers of the old 
s¢thool who were her followers be- 
fore her two-year retirement from 
the boards. ' 

Miss Niesen’s selections for this 
show are more current than those 
of her previous stint and more dis- 
tinctly intimate in style. Complete- 
ly altered songalog has done away 
with nostalgic oldies and. replaced 
them with updated ballads, to same 
sock effect. Stage ken, arresting 
looks and personable gab.combine 
with her rich timbre for a. begoff. 
She’s :still mum about inténtions 
to continue working elsewhere on 
the boards. e 

Comic slot‘is Paul Gray’s,. and 
the sophisticated. standup gagster, 
playing this room for the first time, 
proves a choice item before the 
smart-set: patrons. Suave fellow’s 
random-running patter travels at a 
quick gait. dipping from erudite 
wit to whimsical nonsense and 
back again. He bénters with . the 
payees, is hilarious in deriding his 
talents, tosses good-natured barbs 
at contemporary figures, and winds 
up with an olio of quickie. blue- 
versioned tunes. Some of his hu- 
mor registers thinly but overall im- 
pact is sock and, judging from 
opening night (25) reception, ré- 
turn visit is practically assured. ° 

Violinist Dave ' Romaine opens 
bill with fancy fiddling that can 
command about 15 minutes worth 
of attentive sitting. Romaine is-a 
fine musician and returns are okay. 

Les. 
Eddys’, K. €. 
; Kansas City, June.1.. 

‘Continentals (5), Tony DiPardo. 
Orch (8); $1 cover. 





The musically adept Continentals 
are back here for the fifth time, 
the house going for a single act 
policy this term in contrast to the 
usual two-act status. Show, never- 


the smoothest, fast-moving — and 
well-paced. 45 minutes seen here in 
many weeks. 2 : v5 
With music their forte, the boys 
span almost the entire field from 
pops to classical and "back again. 
all highly flecked with light com- 
edy and set off by Highly effective 
choreography. Songsters Ben Cruz, 
Bob Garsen, Jay Moffett and Dal 
Gleave are backed by Ivan Mc- 
Intyre at the piano, who also cues 
the Tony DiPardo orch in close 
support. Their repertory of. musi- 
cal comedy «numbers, standards, 
near classicals, Latin rhythms and 
parodies segue with a snappy pace 
to make it a very lilting, flavorful 
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Palmer Heuse, Chi cast asset. Miss Foster's reckless ; i 
Chicago June 3, {spins and leaps are seen in two Eve, Lendon . ing. Candide's pai with some Flaminge Room, sina g 
Jose Greco & Co. (11), Charlie | Solo spots and-she dresses up the London, June 1. | siders a charge with fis electric Paris, June 1. 
Fisk Orch (10); $3.50 minimum, | Showy finale. Gal gets some rhyth-| | “It's @ Dream,” with Marqueez |light-bulb maneuvers. It's a dif-| Herb Jeffries, Paulette Rollin, 
$1 cover. : _| mie stuff in with a “Jungle Drums” | & Dulak, John Craig, Jennifer Mer-| ferent act in its genre, although! Blossom Dearie, Jeff Davis, 





With an eye-filling, combustible 
Spanish spread, Jose Greco and 
troupe take complete dominion on 
the normally oversized Empire 
Room floor. It's a quickly-paced, 
exciting display that arrests the 
payees for 45 frenzied minutes 
and wraps up to an explosion of 
applause... Biz should be terrif for 
the four weeks of its stay. 

Greco himself.cuts a suave, im- 
posing figure in the fore, and he’s 
as showmanly a heel-clicker as 
anyone currently on the boards. 
He works with Nila “Amparo (this 
wife) and Lola de Ronda, ‘who 
comprise the spirited distaff in- 
gredient; male _terpers Luis Oli- 
vares, Angel Soler and Antonio 
Jiminez, and “The Bronze Gyp- 
sies,” Pepe Manciila and Marga- 
rith Zurita. Chinin de Triana 
handles most of the vibrant vocals 
and guitarists Ricardo Blasco and 
Miguel Garcia bring home-cooking 
atmosphere to the flamenco num- 
bers. 

Costumes are sleek, the tempos 
contagious, and the total effect one 
of colorful animatien. Dances span 
a number of moods: gay, flippant, 
primitive and severe, hitting a tor- 
rid moment in a four-scene execu- 
tion of Ravel’s~ “Bolero.” Oles 
break out for this. Comic relief is 
afforded in a lighthearted caper 
between Greco, Miss Amparo and 
Miss de Ronda; and clincher is 
well-known dance of the gauchos 
with slick, virile stomping by the 
male contingent. The Bronze Gyp- 
sies are a sock flamenco twosome 
whose rugged song and dance have 
genuine peasant flavor. 

For a gringo dance band, Charlie 
Fisk orch does commendably with 
a difficult Latino score in cutting 
the show. Orch gets terrific work- 
out with rather involved instru- 
mentation, and maestro effectively 
handles some tough trumpet rides. 
Additionally, the unit, held over 
from previous show, plays for the 


ballroom. Greco's pianist, Bertha 
Melnik, sits in with the orch in 
showbacking. Les. 





Ritz Carlton, Mentreal 
Montreal, June 1. 
Connie Towers, Johnny Gallant, 
Joe Settano Trio; $1-$2 cover. 





Blonde, beautiful Connie Towers 
is an ideal choice to close the sea- 
son in this hotel's swank Ritz Cafe. 

harming manner and clean piping 
should wind up room on a high 
note in mid-June. 

She’s a vastly improved perform- 
er than when last caught with the 
Jack Carson show at the Seville 
Theatre when this was a vaude 
house, over a year ago. In the in- 
terim period an attack of polio 
slowed her career but the proper 
treatment at the right time and 
determination have produced a 
songstress with a considerable fu- 
ture. Kudos for general routining 
and songalog goes to Roy Cham- 
berlain, who stopped over long 
enough in Montreal to play her 
first shows before turning the ac- 
comp job back to the capable 
pianoing of house 88’er Johnny 
Gallant. 

: Carefully groomed and exhibit- 
ing a fine figure, Miss Towers in- 
tras with a special in both English 
and French and then reprises 

Tenderly” to plaudits. “So In 
Love” sung in semi-rhumba tempo 
makes a good pace-changer and 
English ‘words to Debussy’s “Clair 
de Lune” are musically fine but 
slightly cliched in lyric form. A 
patter routine between performer 
and pianist, “I Want a Daddy,” 
comes across nicely. Chanteuse has 
authority on the floor without try- 
ing to dominate. 

Between shows, the Joe Settano 
trio does dance music and as usual 
Will move, following the mid-June 
Closing, to the Alpine Inn in the 
Laurentians till the Ritz Cafe re- 
opens in September. Newt, 








Ben Franklin. Philly 
7 Philadelphia, June 5. 
Atte Foster, Stan Belliveau, 
erry Murphy, Larry Lennox, Pat- 
tt Rose & Franklinettes (4): How- 
ard Reynolds Orch (8); $2 and 
$2.50 minimums. 





‘ Late spring showgoers are get- 
ing &@ preview of next season's ice 
reves at the Garden Terrace Room 
0 the Benjamin Franklin Hotel. 
Ice a’Glamour” is a rink diver- 
Bln conceived and staged by Mary 
ears, a blades ballerina and 
waughter of the hotel’s manager, 
~ © has been experimenting with 
rostbite follies idea the last two 
years. Miss Mears has come up 
With a fast-moving, eye-filling, 
trinPact 35-minutes of diversion 
ane is surefire fare for the hotel 
ree and a strong lure for family 

Addition of Alis Foster, a .head- 
Ong hoyden on the ice, is a major 





routine, and current attention to 
mambo-rhumba time gets extra 
notice with barium-lighted “Jungle 
Festival” paced by Stan Belliveau, 
lead male skater. : 
Belliveau also does some break- 
neck leaps to the “Sabre Dance,” 
and Jerry Murphy and La Len- 
nox are a flashy pair of skaters. 
Current production is above par 
for costuming, thanks to thought 
and planning by Larry Martino. 
Miss Mears gets a lot of mileage 
and ensemble business out of a 
cast of eight, and package has 
economic interest to any spot with 
a floor freezer. Howard Reynolds 
orch does the backing in fine style 
on straight show numbers, al- 
though the rhythm could be built 
with bongoes, etc. for the jungle 
business. Gagh. 


Riverside Hotel, Rene 
Reno, June 3. 
Joe E. Lewis, Gogi Grant, River- 
side Starlets, Bill Clifford Orch, 
with Betty Joyce; no cover, $2 
minimum, 





Sex, liquor and horses, synono- 
mous with Joe E. Lewis, and in- 
teresting subjects in almost any 
circle, are the subjects for River- 
side meetings in this two-week 
frame. Although the subjects have 
been treated in great detail for 
many centuries, never have they 
been used more effectively for the 
single purpose of creating laughs. 

Lewis has apparently given the 
triology plenty of thought, and the 
material has all been revised since 
the last meeting. A regular lec- 
turer at the Riverside, Lewis has 
at times in the ae been caught 
either on the ebb of a season, or 
has arrived at the beach too early 
for the crowds. This has left him 
alone and unappreciated. This year 
he arrived on the top of a break- 
er, the Memorial Day weekend, 
which packed Reno and the River- 
side. Result: big and appreciative 
crowds. 

Especially at home among the 
tablers, a favorite butt for jokes, 
Lewis makes gambling pay off in 
yocks if not in coin. 

Making her first appearance at 

the Riverside is Gogi Grant. The 
small dark chanteuse sings with 
sincere emotion, uncluttered by 
superfluous gestures and overdone 
arrangements. The Riverside has 
kicked off shows impressively be- 
fore’ but Miss Grant is a real 
sleeper. Definitely not a fill-in 
act, she became an attraction with 
her first show. 
A medley of love songs such as 
“Love Is Sweeping the Country” 
and “This Can't Be Love” displays. 
her in an almost musicomedy 
vein. “How Deep Is the Ocean” is 
a lush ballad. But everything, all 
asf numbers, are individual stand- 
outs. 

The Riverside Starlets have 
never worked harder in their two 
routines—one so frantic that a 
mistake would make the chorus) 
fly apart like a broken main 


spring. . 
Bill Clifford’s orchestra; which 
falls behind a good singer like a 
fan club, gives Miss Grant effec- 
tive support. Mark. 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, June 1. 
Norman Brooks, Sue Carson, 
Landre & Verna, Barney Rawlings, 
Buddy King & Ladies (11), Al 
Jahns Orch (11); no cover or 
minimum. 








Norman Brooks, Sue Carson and 
Landre & Verna are the ingredi- 
ents that stew up a sleeper in the 
current three-framer. Brooks. in 
his second Vegas turn, has added 
polish to make him a sounder 
nitery bet. With pipes that carry 
tonal magic of Al Jolson, crooner 
isn’t always a carbon of the sing- 
er, especially in phrasings that 
conclude songs and in orations 
when his voice is somewhat thin- 
ner. Young entertainer proves he 
can get by on his own in a 35-min- 
ute choice turn. 

Miss Carson is on 27 minutes in 
second slot, much too long. But 
mugging, singing comedienne is 
topnotch. She uses wide vocal 
range to please with unusual im- 
pressions of Billy Eckstine. Lena 
Horne and Jo Stafford. “Seven 
Lively Arts” is song narrative on 
how to land a mate and gets yocks 
all the way, with bold lyrics. The 
jungle story ‘that follows is a gro- 
tesque narrative, a decided let-| 
down after “Lively Arts,” and 
could be easily dispensed with. 

Back for the umpteenth time 
are the always welcome Landre & 
Verna, romantic adagio team who 
displays grace in terps and thrills 
in spins. Act is boffo. Line fea-| 
turing choreographer, Buddy King 
is fair in Calypso. and Hawaiian | 
numbers. 








cer, Jill Garrie, Daughters of Eve 
(18); Sid Wright Band; .80 





_ “It’s a Dream,” new revue at 
this Regent St. extra-late night- 
spot, qualifies for one major dis- 
tinction: ‘it is the first London ni- 
tery prpduct to have been booked 
to play a Riviera casino and will be 
staged in Juan-les-Pins throughout 
August. 


It’s an expensive presentation 
and ene designed to lure out-of- 
towners. By local standards this is 
an elaborate floorshow production, 
including a line of 18 girls who 
appear in varying forms of nudity. 
The costumes are extravagantly de- 
signed and frequently have a 
bizarre appearance, compensatin 
deficiencies in standard of talent. 


Star of the production is Mar- 
queez, an attractive, dark-haired 
Burmese dancer whose first entry, 
following an opening cancan num- 
ber, is a classical interpretation of 
the dance of the seven veils. The 
stripper goes through the routine 
in stylish fashion and after her 
solo is joined by her partner 
(Dulak) for a dramatic terping 
sesh. 

First major production number 
comes in a prolonged sequence in 
which each of the gals represents 
a different type dream, ranging 
from love and passion to morbid- 
ity. This is followed by another 
all-girl number under the omnibus 
title of “It Started with Eve.” This 
tees off with a nude reposed inside 
the shell of an apple while the 


dividual headings. 

Mainly an entertainment of vis- 
ual appeal, the vocals and dialog 
are kept down to the barest min- 
imum necessary to introduce the 
characters. Apart from the stars, 
John Craig has a small terping bit 


rie mainly femcee the production 
| numbers. 
is 


| Presentation neatly 


who also cater for the dansapation. 
Myro. 


Sans Seuci, Miami B’ch 
Miami Beach, June 1. 


Guy Cherney, Ann Herman 
Dancers, Sacasas Orch; $2.50 bev. 
| minimum. 





Blue Sails room of this ocean- 
front hostel has always been a 
good showcase for songsters, with 
current feature, Guy Cherney, 
adding his name to list of clicks 
who've played the swankery. 
Personable lad, who came up via 
recording success, handles himself 
in easy, assured manner for his 
in-person date, with delivery of 
songalog mobile and - effective. 
Forte is on the rhythm and fast- 
tempoed tunes contained, with bal- 
lad inserts for change of_ pace. 
Best of his offerings are a medley 
of “Say . Your . Mine,” “Pretty 
Baby” and “Baby Face,” a bright 
collection imaginatively arranged; 
his newest recording, ‘“Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee,” a bouncy 
compo, that should go well with 
platter-buyers, and “C’Est 
nificque,” 
beat. 


and rhumba terps. Sacasas and 





the trade. Dansapation they dish 
out keeps the floor always crowd- 
led; on the showback side they're 
one of the best units around. 
Lary. 





Ceneche Reem, Pheenix 
Phoenix, June 2. 


Candy Candido, Marvin Roy, 
Jimmy Wilcox Orch .(9); $1.50 
cover, $1.75 Saturdays, 





Candy Candido is back in town 
again the formerly played the Sun- 
down Club here) with a pleasantly 
engrossing routine that’s winning 
better than a fair share of yocks. 
He interweaves some new and droll 
throwaway stuff with such stand- 
ard musical fare as “The Pussy 
Cat Song,” “Cecilia,” “One Meat 


Ball” and “Me, Myself, and I,” giv- | 


ing each number added leverage 
via his unique two-voice delivery. 

Candido is sufficiently hep not 
to overdo a good thing and wisely 
restricts his dual-pipe bleating to 
a quartet of vocals at each show. 
Those soprano-bass routines are 
always good’ for a laugh,, comple- 
menting his kingsize cigar trade- 
mark and pintsize stature. Overall 
impression is that, given the right 
material, Candido should prove an 


.¢ | effective standby: comic: in tv. 
Bob. i 


Marvin Roy, magico, fills in dur- 


other gals are introduced under in-| 


and Jennifer Mercer and Jill Gar- | 


show- | 
cased by the Sid Wright combo, | 


Mag- 
spelled out to upped! 


Ann Herman dancers tee off 
shew with okay exhibs of mambo) 


his orch, perennial faves here, con- | 
tinue to bring in a good portion of | 


limited in scope. . 
Climax, in which Roy does a 
twist on an old Houdini routine by 


‘!removing a string of lighted elec- 


‘trie bulbs from his mouth, is a 
strong closer. Jona, 





Billy Gray’s, L. A. 
Los Angeles, June 3. 
Mae Williams, Gary Morton, 
Rickie Laine, M ig Twins, 
Larry Green Trio; $2 minimum. 





Comics usually headline here, 
‘but Mae Williams is the second 
straight canary to hold down the 
spotlight. As a change of pace, it 
should work well and the outlook 
for this layout is good. Over the 
|long haul, however, the Band Box 
| will continue to subordinate har- 
jmony to humor. - 

Miss Williams has developed 
| considerably since she last worked 
| here a few years ago. She’s an at- 
| tractive canary with a good voice 
|and she belts a tune with vigor 
;and perception. Opening fight she 
| was on too long, but she has a 
| basic turn that generates strong 
| appeal, particularly a routine in 
| which she pgys tribute, via song, 
{to show biz greats with whom she 
| has worked. It’s not an impression 
‘stint merely shrewd song selling. 
| Comic Gary Morton, last seen 
‘here as front-runner for Johnnie 
| Ray, scores solidly on his own as 
ithe comedy emphasis. A funny guy 
| with some offbeat material, he 
|builds to a steady stream of 
laughter, particularly with some 
inew angles to the expected Las 
Vegas routine. Ventriloguist Rickie 
Laine, who works with the Yiddish 
‘dummy Velvel, holds over from 
| the last show and clicks with some 
|new material, to spice the regular 
| routine. 
| The McQuaig Twins, a blonde 
and a brunet, open the show with 
some close harmony on such tunes 
as “Red Robin” and “Lazy River” 
and then provide self-accompani- 
ment on electrie guitars for 
“Molly Malone” and “Miserlou.’ 
|They’re on one number too long. 





i 

Newest American-run nitery has 
been opened here by Herb Jeffries 
and Bill Millner on the site of the 
after-theatre eatery, the Club De 
Paris, located off the Champs- 
Elysees. They have taken this on a 
lease basis, and have conserved the 
culinary aspects of the boite with 
an added intime show. Relaxed at- 
mosphere and eat-and-treat basis 
should make this a needed entry 
in the windup category. Open until 
dawn, and with a reasonable price 
list, this may well become a staple 
here. : 

Jeffries brings his big voice and 
relaxed presence to the room, and 
runs through a neatly segued song 
offering plus a little aud participa- 
tion that makes for a friendly at- 
mosphere. Also on hand is Paul- 
ette Rollin, a pert Gallic chan- 
'toosy, who puts a pleasant voice 
and stance to a group of pleasing 
ditties. Gal interps well but needs 
a more personalized rep and style 
for more pronounced individuality. 
As is, she is fine for an intimery. 
Constant piano is well shared be- 
tween Blossom Dearie and Jeff 
Davis, who give everything nice 
| background, and Herman Garst 
supplies the rhythm with his bass 
fiddle. 

Biz was fine when caught and 
Jeffries and Millner hope to stay 
open until late summer and then 
take the Flamingo name south, toe 
return to their Paris spot in the 
fall. Mosk. 


man Garst; $1.50 minimum. 





Gatineau, Ottawa 
Ottawa, June 1. 
(5), Danii & Genii 
Bruce Davis, Harry Pozy 
(8); 75c admission, $1 Sat. 


Goofers 
Prior, 
Orch 








Larry Green trio, as usual, does 
an excellent job of backing the 
show. Kap. 





Duffy's Gay 90°s. L. A. 

Holiywood, June 1. 
Ladykiller’s Quartet (4), Harriett 
| Bright, Ellen Sutton, Tom Dugan, 
‘Harry Seymour, Phil Schwartz, 
| Holly Brooke; $2 minimum. 





Most of the necessary elements 
for nitery success have been fused 
in Duffy’s Gay 90's. newest of the 
town's cafes, and it has a better 
than even chance to make the 
grade. Appeal is almost exclusive- 
lv to the oldsters, since the nos- 
talgia of the ’980s is emphasized. 

Sole fault of the opening layout 
| is that it concentrates exclusively 
;on song. A little humor would 
| give the show a better pace. But 
| there’s many a tug at the heart- 
strings with everything from “Bird 
|in a Gilded Cage” to “A Friend 
| From the Old Home Town.” Frank 
|Seannell’s staging of production 

numbers on a tiny stage -is some- 
\thing to see and there’s topnotch 
lensemble warbling by .the Lady- 
.killer’s Quartet, sometimes aided 
by Harriett Bright and Ellen Sut- 
‘ton. The ladies are also spotlighted 
‘singly, Miss Bright as Lillian Rus- 








isell and Miss Sutton as Lizzie B. 
|Raymond. They’re both zood, but 
the real honors go to the male 
| stars, Harry Seymour, with some 
| wonderful oldtime songs including 
i“Far Far Away on the Shores of 
| Rockaway” at the consolette piano, 
|and Tom Dugan, with a fine dead- 
| pan delivery of three old ditties. 


Spot has a line of four ponies, | Eddie Peabody 
‘excellent. pianistic backing from | 


ator. 


Patle. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas. June 1. 
Jana Mason (with Fred Katz), 
| Anita De Castro, Syd Slate, Hor- 
lace Diaz Orch (6); no cover or | 
minimum, 





| 





The second bill at this new Strip 
|spot headlines dramatic song) 
| stylist Jana Mason. . Twenty-two-| 
year-old thrush, just pacted by Co- | 
| lumbia Pictures, is an interesting | 
| song belter. Young performer 
;commands attention through her 
| work and she’s easily heard. Fred 
}Katz is excellent at the piano in'| 
| support. 
| Anita De Castro, rhythmic ma- 
racas wielder, opens show with) 
‘good pace. Looker is a mean torso | 
'shaker and easily captures fancy | 
\of diners. Producer Syd Slate is 
| pleasing emcee and the Horace 
Diaz orch plays a nice show. 

Bob. 


| Phyllis Inez 
| Phil Schwartz and shapely Holly | 
| Burke, who operates the annunci- | Boren 
Kap. | 

| Danny Thomas 


| The Goofers combine cliecko jazz 
| music with zany comedy mayhem 
, on the Gatineau Club's Carnival 
Room floor to solid mitting and 
| begoffs. Trumpet, trembone, piano, 
| drums and bass work at fast, hectic 
| pace through a 45-minute stanza, 
| doubling on each other's instru- 
i'ments and offering the customers 
socko music individually and as a 
group. Even without the comie 
routining, they'd be a good show, 
but the addition of acrobatics, mu- 
sical and physical, plus smooth ef- 
fective guffaw-making material ex- 
hibits top showmanship savvy. 
Standouts are Jimmy Vincent’s 
drum solo; Frank Tammero's key- 
board aping of Liberace ‘with sin- 
gie, giant candle burning): trom- 
bone and bass soloing by Jimmy 
Dell and Tommy Terry, respective- 
ly, hanging by knees from trapeze, 
and Frank Nichol’s trumpeting. 
Bruce Davis, who also emcees, 
works an okay comic session with 
chanting and various show. business 
‘impressions, Held over is socko 
| terps team of Danii & Genii Prior, 
| who garner hefty mitting with 
| blues number and East Indian rou- 


tine .to American jazz. Bunny 
Dixon 88s and sings in lounge. 
Harry Pozy band handles show- 


backing and customer dancing. 
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Georgie Kaye 
Don Cherry 
&! Renche Vegas 
Dorothy Lamour 
Joel Grey 
Thunderbird 
Nerman Brooks 
Sue Cerson 
Landre & Verna 
Patie 


Gelden Nugget 

& O'Conner 

Ford & Whitey 
Sands 


Marti Stevens 
Pegsy Lee 





Jana Mason 


RENO 


Mapes Skyreem L. New Goiden 

: |Jan Garber Revue 
China Doll Revue Bill Falbo 
Ming & Ling 


Miss Loni 
Florence Ahn Golden Girls 


Ruth Chio Lewis & Van 
Asia Boys | Golden Girls 

Don Keigo |W Osborne Ore 
Sing Lees | Riverside 

Louise Leung |} Ann Sothern 

Frances Abella | Sherettos 

China Dolls | Riverside Starlets 
E Fitzpatrick Ore ‘Bill Clifford Ore 

HAVANA 

- Mantmarsre Tropicana 
enny Moore 

a Guates 8S de Espana Org 
Olga Guillot Celia Cruz 


Carlos Pous 
Rosendo Rosell 
Luis Carbonell 


Rene & C Delaine 
Mano Lopez 


Elpidio & Margot Marta & Alexander 
Zoila Perez Paulina Alverez 
Martha & Alexand | Bertica & Rolande 


Orlando de la Rosa 
iko Gonsalves 
Senen Suarez Orq 

A Romeu Org 


| Sonia Calero 
| Alonso Ballet 
C Playa Org 
}Fajardo Org 











cient 
et A 


VARIETY 


Woddcsduy, June 9, 1954. 





LEGITIMATE 


Barn Season Getting Underway; 
Philly, Hub, Saratoga Set Skeds 


Philadelphia, June 8. 

The Playhouse in the Park has 
now lined up the first 12 plays of 
its forthcoming season in West 
Fairmount Park, which begins 
next Monday (14) with Anita Loos 
“Happy Birthday,” starring Joan 
Blondell. 

‘The attractions added—in_ late 
August—include “Sabrina Fair, 
with Kim Stanley and John Bara- 


grey (latter a big favorite at the |. 


Playhouse last summer) on Aug. 
16, Margaret Truman in “Autumn 
Crocus” on the 23rd, and Baragrey 
and Beatrice Straight in Noel 
Coward’s “Tonight at 8:30" on 
the 30th. The final week (Sept. 6) 
has been left open, with the man- 
agement still hoping to get Grace 
Kelly, the Playhouse’s top drawing 
card last season, for that date. 

The advance sale for the Play- 
house for the forthcoming season 
tops by a wide margin those of the 
first two seasons, with “Happy 
Birthday” already reported as so 
near a sellout that ads will be 
taken out in the local dailies about 
midweek announcing the fact and 
plugging future shows. Matinees, 
which have been weakest for Play- 
house from the start, will be em- 
phasized in all future newspaper 
and radio-tv advertising. 





Hub, Marblehead Get Set 
Boston, June 8. 

Although the Falk-Capp Boston. 
Summer Theatre season tees off 
July 5, the initial production has 
not as yet been selected. How- 
ever, on July 12 Christopher Fry’s 
“The Lady’s Not for Burning.” co- 
starring Uta Hagen and Herbert 
Berghof, bows in. Balance of the 
season includes “The Hasty Heart” | 
with Farley Granger, week of July 
19, followed by “Song of Norway, 
with Lucille Manners and Ruth- 
anna Boris. The week of Aug 2 is 
not set but on Aug. 9 Margaret 
Truman moves in with “Autumn 
Crocus,” followed by “Boys From 
Syracuse” week of Aug. 16, and | 
Wally Cox in “The Vegetable” 
week of Aug. 23. Week of Aug. 
30 is as yet unfilled with the sea- 
son winding the following week | 
with Jack Palance making his Hub 
debut in “Dark of the Moon.” 

At the Falk-Capp-operated Mar- 
blehead Summer Theatre the sea- 
son gets underway July 5 with 
Cornelia Otis Skinner in “Paris| 
90." While weeks of Aug. 23 and 
30 are presently open, the slate in- 
cludes “Mr. Roberts,” with Gene | 
Raymond and James Rennie, July | 
12: “Song of Norway,” July 19;) 
“Autumn Crocus,” with Margaret | 
Truman, July 26; “The Vegetable.” | 
Aug. 2; Joe E. Brown in “The! 
Show-Off.” Aug. 9, and “Stalag 
17.” Aug. 16. : 

Lee Falk will be managing di- 
rector of both silos and his staff 
will include Jack Woods, as cast-| 
ing director for both theatres and | 
manager of the BST, with Mark 
Merson company manager at Mar- 
blehead. 








Sidney-Albertson Tour 
Stockbridge, Mass., June 8. 
Sylvia Sidney and Frank Albert-| 
s0n will open a tour cf summer) 
theatres in “The Fourposter” at 
the Berkshire Playhouse, June 14 | 
They appeared in the opus during | 
its Broadway run. 
The Junior League of nearby | 
Pittsfield will sponsor the presen- | 
tation, for the benefit of the Pitts- 

field Girls Club building fund. 





Testing O’Hara Play 
“The Farmers Hotek” new play | 
by John O'Hara, will be presented | 
at the Cecilwood Theatre, Fishkill. | 


| weeks. 


way,” wetk of June 28. Miss Ged- 
des is due the third week, in Andre 
Roussin’s “The Little Hut,” featur- 
ing Hiram Sherman. ‘ 

Vallee, last in this area in ’53 at 
Troy nightclub, will star in “Jenny 
Kissed Me,” Aug. 2-7. Miss Le Gal- 
lienne headlines John Cecil Holm’s 
new opus, “The Southwest Corner,” 
Aug. 9-14, followed by Brown in 
“The Show-Off.” 

Miss O’Donnell will star week of 
Aug. 23 in “Gigi,” for which Estelle 
Winwood and Ethel Barrymore 
Colt are also being sought. Shaw’s 
“Pygmalion” will drop the curtain 
Aug. 30-Sept. 4. 

Clyde Waddell, character actor, 
will be back for the eighth sum- 
mer. Klaus Kolmar, resident direc- 
tor and | nggeer head, is to stage 
“Gigi.” His wife, Peg Crossfield, 
will again serve as scenic designer; 
Beatrice Rice, as treasurer; Robert 
Pryor, as stage manager; Betty 
Simone, as assistant manager, and 
Nancy White, as boxoffice boss. 





Mt. Gretna’s 10th 
Reading, June 8. 

The 10th season of Gretna Play- 
house at Mount Gretna, near here, 
will open Thursday (10) with the 
comedy, “Husband on Approval.” 
Co-producers for the 14-week sea- 
son are Charles F. Coghlan and 
Gene P. Otto. 

Other shows listed are: June 17, 
“Father of the Bride”; 24, “The 


| Cat and the Canary”; July 1, “A 


Goose for the Gander”; 8, “My 
Three Angels”; 15, “Summer and 


(Continued on page 59) 





5 New Scripts in Dallas 


Theatre ’54 Summer Run; 
936 On Winter Season 


Dallas, June 8. 

Theatre 54’s new 15-week sum- 
mer season of five new comedy 
scripts opens tonight (Tues.) with 
Ronald Alexander’s farce, “The In- 
evitable Circle,” in for three 
Author directed, and 
cast includes his wife, Mary Har- 
tig, Louise Noble, Charles Bras- 
well, Louis Veda Quince and Mi- 
chael Garth, new male lead. Sec- 
ond preem will be “The Brothers,” 
comedy by John Rodell, a 20th- 
Fox writer, due June 29-July 18. 
Margo Jones, managing director, 
also has a third play, “A Dash of 
Bitters,” by Reginald Denning, due 
for the summer run. 

Arena theatre’s switch in play- 
ing. sked has Tuesday openings 


three matinees weekly. Playhouse 
shutters on Sunday and Monday 
nights. 

Theatre '54’s official 30-week 
season of seven new plays, one 
classic revival and three weeks of 
repertory grossed $93,290, Miss 
Jones reported to the directors’ 
board. Figure is well above the 
1952-53 season, also 30 weeks, 
which netted a profit of $12,000 
from a b.o. gross of $88,000. 

Top draw during the regular 
season was “The Heel,” by Sam- 
son Raphaelson. “Horatio,” by Ira 
Wallach, David Baker and Sheldon 
Harnick, pulled up strong in b.o. 
appeal. 


MILLER PREPS ‘WOMEN,’ 





‘Wise’-Derwent Teeing 
' . White Barn’s Season 
Westport, June 8. 

Lucille Lortel’s White Barn will 
preem five new shows during the 
season which tees off Sunday (13) 
with “Nathan the Wise,” starring 
Clarence Derwent. 

Skedded firsts included the ini- 
tial U.S. production of “The Snow 
Was Black,” adapted by. Kitty 
Black from the Georges Simenon 
novel, Gene Frankel directing; 
Franz Spencer’s’ “The Happy Ant- 
Hill,” to be staged by Steve Zach- 
arias; “Here Is the _News,” by 
Norman Hudis, with Hazel Vincent 
Wallace directing; Scarliatti’s 
opera, “The Triumph of Honor,” 
John Griffin directing; and Offen- 
bach’s operetta, “The Private Af- 
fairs of the Duchess,” with English 
libretto by. Thomas and Ruth 
Martin. 

Also set for the White Barn are 
Geoffrey .-Holder’s Trinidad dance 
troupe, the American Mime Thea- 
tre and the Dublin Players from 
Ireland in O’Casey’s “Juno and the 
Paycock.” . 


2-Way Share Deal 
On Gabor- Tonight 


Eva Gabor has been signed to 
star in “Tonight in Samarcand,” 
scheduled for Broadway production 
next season by Bruce Becker and 
Robert Ellis Miller. Play is a new 
adaptation by Lorenzo. Semple 
Jr. of Jacques Deval’s Paris smash 
of several years ago, “Ce Soir a 
Samarcande.” Production, which 
will be capitalized at $100,000, will 
be directed by Albert Marre. 

Herman Bernstein, general man- 
ager for Leland Hayward, has been 
active in working out the produc- 
tion details and preparing play’s 
budget. However, it’s not likely 
that hell be associated with the 
show, as he'll be concentrating on 
the Hayward’s tv spectaculars. Leo 
Friedman will flack for the offer- 
ing. 

Presentation will be a two-fold 
profit-sharing venture for Becker 
and Miller, who'll be making their 
bow as producers. The Deval script 
was purchased outright by the duo 
last year for a flat $25,000. All 
English language legit rights, world 
film rights and all subsidiary rights 
belong to them. Team owns the 
property via a partnership setup, 
in which they're general partners 
and alsa participate as limited 
partners with a $10,000 share for 
themselves and immediate ,sela- 
tives. 

As owner of the script, the part- 








_with five night performances and | nership, which is capitalized at 


| $25,000, will get its revenue in the 
form of author royalties. As pro- 
ducers of the play, Becker and Mil- 
|ler share on any profit via the 
| regular 50-50 split between backers 
_and producers. 
The Deval play had previously 
| been under option to several pro- 
| ducers. 


J. MACDONALD TO STAR 
IN PITT. ‘BITTERSWEET’ 


Pittsburgh, June 8. 
Jeanette MacDonald has finally 
|okayed a summer opera company 
deal to star here in Noel Coward's 
“Bittersweet.” Civic Light Opera 
Assn. had originally wanted her 
for another show on the schedule 








| ‘WITNESS’ CASTS IN BRIT. | musicat. “So °wuttem “wooar’ | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 

r Signing of Ruth MeDevitt as understudy for Josephine Hull, star of 
“Solid Gold Cadillac,” followed a dispute between the management 
and the previous understudy, Paula Trueman. Tiff arose when Miss 
Trueman went on recently during Mrs. Hull’s illness. After playing 
the part in the Howard Teichmann-George S. Kaufman comedy for 
several performances, Miss Trueman is claimed to have demanded of 
producer Max Gordon that she be given a regular contract for the 
part, with star billing. Gordon, with no one else immediately available 
to go on as sub, demurred. He pointed out that since he already 
had a two-year contract with Mrs. Hull, he could not sign a conflicting 
deal. Miss Trueman then allegedly insisted that her contract be revised 
to guarantee her the role, with star billing, if Mrs. Huil were to with- 
draw or be otherwise unable to complete her agreement. If the pro- 
ducer refused, she threatened to walk out at the completion of her 
own run-of-the-play pact, about two weeks later. Gordon thereupon 
‘signed Miss McDevitt as understudy and arranged for her to start 
rehearsing the part immediately, so as to be ready to go on if Mrs, 
Hull failed to return to the cast by last Tuesday (1), the official 


start of the new season contractually. Mrs. Hull hasn't returned to_ 


cast yet, with Miss McDevitt filling in since May 31. 





The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin gave the local Playhouse in the 
Park a big plug in Sunday’s (6) paper relative to Actors Equity’s 
campaign to line up other cities: for a deal similar to the local one. 
According to the Bulletin’s story (Dudley Jenkins, drama~editor’s by- 
line), Equity received replies from over 20 cities of the 65 contacted, 
suggesting municipally-owned and operated theatres. The Equity 
brochure, which gave a full resume and detailed financial report of 
the Playhouse’s operation and was sent to the mayors of the 65 Ameri- 
can and Canadian cities, has caused widespread interest in the idea, 
according to the Bulletin story, with Boston already building a bowl 
(no tent there) for a similar project, 4nd Indianapolis and Albany re- 
ported about to embark on parallel enterprises. 





Richard Lambert, 84, retired theatrical pressagent who was found 
dead in his room at the Ritz Carlton Hotel, Philly, May 27, died with 
his entire estate (estimated for probate purposes at $800) in his pants 
pocket. In his will, written on hotel stationery Feb. 1, 1954, and ad- 
dressed to the Ritz’s manager, J. Martin (Jack) Hardy, Lambert in- 
structed: “The $500 to $800 cash in my trousers pocket is ready 
money to pay whatever expenses my death may entail.” Any cash 
left over was to be sent to his two nephews, the pressagent wrote. 


Legit Bits 





N. Y., July 20-25. Season at the London. June 1. 

barn gets underway June 28 with) Gibbert Miller is here from New 
“Stalag 17.” Windup production) york to line up a cast for the 
will be “Strictly French,” Aug. 31- Broadway hit, “Oh Men, Oh Wo- 


Sept. 5. eat aye : * . 
Cecilwood producers are Joseph | MC": for the West End in the 


: a fall at St. James’s theatre. He’s 
Stevens and Tony Griswold. Fred} . . : oe 
Steward is general director. Per-| Started dickering with Nigel Pzt- 





formers from Six O'Clock Theatre| tick for the Franchot Tone role. | 


and Actors Studio of New York are | 


used. | for the Broadway production’ of | 





New Stars To Saratoga 


Saratoga, N. Y., June 8. | 
The 12 plays announced by John | 
Huntington for his eighth season | 


at the Spa Summer Theatre will | 
bring a number of stars new to the! 
local audience, among them Bar- | 
bara Bel Geddes, Lucille Manners, | 
Rudy Vallee, Eva Le Gallienne, | 
Joe E, Brown and Kathy O'Donnell. | 

A pair of returnees are Uta | 
Hagen and Herbert Berghof, who | 
won top dramatie honors here last 
season in Clifford Odets’ “The 
Country Girl,” and who will appear | 
the week of July 12 in Christopher | 
Fry’s “The Lady’s Not For Burn-| 
ing.” 

Miss Manners will star in the 
Opening, production, “Song of Nor- 





He’s also lining up an English cast 


Agatha Christie’s hit, “Witness 
for the Prosecution,” currently 
packin’ ’em in at the Winter Gar- 
den Theatre. 

Wallace Douglas, who produced 
“Witness” in London, will go to 
New York to stage it for Miller. 
After that he comes back to stage 
Christie’s latest, ‘“‘The_ Spider’s 
Web,” in’ which Margaret Lock- 
wood will star for Peter Saund- 
ers, 





The Metropolitan Opera Assn. 
has declined a bequest of the late 
McNair Ilgenfritz which would 
have amounted to approximately 
$125,000 but carried the condition 
that one of his operas be produced 
at the Met. 


| managing director, re-scheduled it | 


| as the final show of the eight-week 


} 


; season, cancelling out “Wizard of 
| Oz,” which had been penciled in 
| for the finale. - 
| At the same time, Wymetal came 
to terms with Joey Faye, who just 
|closed a two-week engagement at 
| the Nixon with Diana Barrymore 
in “Separate Rooms,” for “Boys 
| From Syracuse,” week of July 12. 
;He’ll be starred in it with the 
| Blackburn Twins and Herb Corey. 


Pilate’s’ Texas Preem 


San Antonio, June 8. 

“Pilate’s Wife,” original drama 
| by Marshall N. Gould, is to be pre- 
|sented here under direction of Al- 
'fred Franz Stury at the Sunken 
Garden Theatre June 11-12. A 
special performance for Korean 
war veterans and members of the 
clergy will be given Thursday (10). 

Cast of 80 is headed by Hazel 
Keener, Broadway character ac- 
tress, who takes the title role. Musi- 
cal score was written by James 
Gambino. 











Dancer Arlene Avril has re- 
placed Greb Leber in “John Mur- 
ray Anderson’s Almanac”... Vir- 
ginia Copeland has succeeded Pris- 
cilla Gillette in “The Golden 
Apple” ... Recent pitch for the 
issuance of a stamp commemorat- 
ing the theatre has been endorsed 
by the Cinema Stamp Collectors, 
with org petitioning the Postmaster 
General to pass favorably on the 
proposal ... Jack Mullaney has 
replaced Michael Wager in ‘“Re- 
markable Mr. Pennypacker”’ . . 
“Teahouse of the August Moon,” a 
symphonic suite by Dai-Keong Lee, 
based on thematic materials of his 
score for the Broadway comedy, 
will be preemed Sunday (13) by 
Arthur Fiedler and the Boston 
Pops Orch at Symphony Hall, 
Boston. 

Theodore Apstein’s ‘“‘The Inn- 
keepers’™” has been optioned for 
Broadway production next season 
by Billy Matthews and Tom Sands, 
stage managers® of “Teahouse of 
the August Moon”... . Larry Bar- 
ton out of Sydenham Hospital, 
N. Y:, and back in- “Caine Mutiny 
Court Martial” after being hit by 
acab... Irving Brecher, co-author 
with Jo Swerling of “The Girl Most 
Likely,” skedded for fall produc- 
tion by Albert Lewis, back in New 
York after a European visit ... 
Marijane Marigold back in New 
York after a two-month Texas va- 
cation . Eight-year-old Ricky 
Klein replaced his older brother, 
Johnny Klein, in the New York 
company of “Seven Year Itch.” 

Cab Calloway playing Amato’s 
Club, Portland, Ore., this week (7- 
13) during layoff of “Porgy and 
| Bess”’ prior to show's opening at 
| the Curran Theatre, S. F., Monday 
(14) . . . Jerome Whyte slated to 
| Stage the Broadway Lights, Inc., 
production of “Oklahoma,” sched- 
uled for a bus-and-truck tour next 
season . .. James Barton inked as 
| Star of “Drums and Colours” sched- 
| uled for production next season by 
Eddie Hyans’ Wardwin Productions 
...Walter Slezak signed for the 
role of Panisse in “Fanny,” the 
;musical skedded for production 
| next season by David Merrick and 
Joshua Logan. 

Members of the Sarah Siddons 
Society of Chicago, are balloting by 
mail to select the top actress who 
played in Chi during the past sea- 
son. First annual Sarah Siddons 
award was won last year by Helen 
Hayes, who starred in “Mrs. Mc- 
Thing” . . Lenny Traube takes 
over next week as pressagent for 
the Chi company of “Time Out for 
Ginger” while Arthur Levy, the 
show's regular p.a., takes a sum- 
mer hiatus at his home in Con- 
necticut . . . Anne Jackson sailed 
on the Flandre last Thursday (3) 
to rejoin husband Eli Wallach, now 
aDpearing on the London stage... 
“Parade,” new play by Marianne 
Waters, has been optioned for a 
contemplated Broadway production 
next season by Wade Williams, di- 
rector of the ANTA Kanawha Play- 
ers, Charleston, W. Va. ... Polan 








Banks, in association with Tom Kil- 
patrick, will produce on Broadway 
next fall,a new. musical comedy, “If 





‘I Were Queen.” Book is by Banks 
and William Gaxton, based on a 
novel by Banks ... J. Fred Coots 
is composing thé score and Ogden 
Nash is writing the lyrics. 
Beatrice Hassell of Pasadena 
Playhouse will direct a series of 


summer offerings at the Apple ~ 


Valley (Cal.) Inn, beginning July 
1, with “Suds in Your Eyes” .., 
Joe E. Brown breaking in a “Show- 
Off” revival in Vancouver b®fore 
embarking on a 10-week trek 


-|around the strawhat circuit ... 


Mary Anthony, modern dancer and 
choreographer, and former assistant 
to Hanya Holm, has signed with 
Trinca-Anerdi, producers of musi- 
cal revues in Italy, to create the 
dances for a show to be presented 
this fall in either Milan or Rome. 


Robert Downing and Victor 
Chapin have completed a comedy 
about American family life in 19064, 
titled “My Native Shore.” Play is 
adapted from Isabel Black’s novel, 
“Hold Close the Day,” recently 
published by Crown. 

Bob Rapport, -general manager 
of “Teahouse of the August 
Moon,” and his wife, Florence, who 
returned last week from a two- 
month European jaunt, currently 
in Canada on a two-week vacation, 
his first in three years. ..James 
Starbuck, who choreographed 


NBC-TV’s “Show of Shows,” will’ 


blueprint the dances for next sea- 
son’s David Merrick-Joshua Logan 
production of “Fanny” ... Robert 
Lewis, director of “Teahouse of 
the August Moon,” back in New 
York from Europe, where he 
staged the London edition of the 
comedy and* also vacationed in 
Italy and France. 


Helen Hayes will open the Hun- 
tington Hartford Theatre, Holly- 
wood, Sept. 20 for a four-week run 
in two plays, the first of which will 
be “What Every Woman Knows,” 
to be followed probably by “Mrs. 
McThing,” which has never been 
done on the Coast. Kent Smith 
will appear with her in the produc- 
tions, which will be put on for two 
weeks each. Actress and Smith are 
also appearing in a _ four-week 
Helen Hayes Festival at the Fal- 
mouth Playhouse, Connamessett, 
Mass., this summer. 





Binghamton Gets Steelers 
Pittsburgh, June 8. 

Pittsburgh Playhouse will have 
wide representation this summer. at 
the Binghamton, N. Y., strawhat, 
with five staffers departing for 
there at end of community theatre 
season here in a couple of weeks. 
Tim Nicholson, Playhouse produc- 
tion manager, goes to Binghamton 
as stage manager; Tom Vawter as 
designer; George Crise as an actor, 
and Bonnie Kaley and Virginia 
Gannon as apprentices. Miss Gan- 
non is the daughter of Paul Gan- 
non, longtime featured singer and 
m.c. of “Ice Follies.” 

Playhouse shuts down until Oc- 





tober when run of its present _pro- 


| Section. “See How They Run,’ 


ends on June 19. 
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Ambitious Sked for Chi Area Barns: 
Jockeying for Name Lures Is High 


Chicago, June 8. 


a 





While it looks like the Loop will 
limp through the summer with but 
one or two legit attractions at the 
most, the outlying strawhat opera- 
tions in the Chi area are blossom- 
ing out this month in what fig- 
ures to be one of the most ambi- 
tious summer schedules in recent 
years. There are no new entries 
this year, but all the old pros are 
back to spark the competition for 
the hot weather trade. 


With four enterprises using the 
so-called star system, much of the 
competition focuses on the avail- 
ability of names and semi-names 
for the summer circuit. Experience 
the past couple of seasons has 
shown the marquee value of head- 
liners, especially those with tv 
reps. And this jockeying for name 
lures is recognized as something 
more than the ability to meet 
their prices. A particular straw- 
hatter’s general prestige and 
standing, it’s willingness to back- 
stop its star with the best possible 
direction and staging, are factors 
in the negotiations. 

Salt Creek Leads Off 

In the order of their starting 
dates, here’s a rundown of the 
Chi-Area summer projects: First to 
break from the wire was Marshall 
Migatz’s Salt Cregk Theatre in 
surburban Hinsdale, which is cur- 
rently starring Jack Palance in 
“Dark of. the Moon” as the first 
of seven productions in the 14-week 
schedule. Andrew McCullough, CBS 
TV director, was brought in to 
stage “Noon,” which winds Satur- 
day (12). Due to follow is Charles 
Coburn in “You Can’t Take it With 
You,” June 1426, with Ethel 
Waters in “Mamba’s Daughters” 
set for June 28-July 10. Also on 
the Salt Creek are Joe E. Brown 
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When’s a Handshake Not 
A Handshake? B’way P.A. 
Disputes Mpls. Scribe 


New York. 





Editor, VARIETY: 

With reference to your story of 
last week about Minneapolis 
Tribune columnist Will Jones being 
irked about not getting an inter- 
view with Audrey Hepburn on the 
occasion of his recent attendance 
at “Ondine,” and attributing to the 
pressagent of that play the state- 
ment that he (Jones) could “shake 
hands” with thé star but not inter- 
view her, let it be clear that I, the 
“Ondine” pressagent, said no such 
thing. And $5 will get Mr. Jones 
$50 if he can show otherwise. 


+ 


> J e 
Thunderland’ Dropped in 
Asheville; Musicals Set 
Greensboro, N. C., June 8. 

Asheville’s drama on Daniel 
Boone, “Thunderland,” has been 
discontinued this year in favor of 
musical comedies and operettas at 
the Forest Amphitheatre there. 
The first of the summer perform- 
ances, to be presented in the Forest 
Outdoor Theatre by Charles H. 
Blake Productions of Louisville, 
will open July 4. 

Already scheduled for produc- 
tion are a Rodgers & Hammerstein 
concert with chorus and orchestra; 
“The Merry Widow,” operetta, and 
“In the Good Old Summertinft,” 
musical review. Each production is 
to run for a week. 

Other productions under consid- 
eration are a religious play; “Aqua 
Follies,” and “Tight Britches,” a 


\drama written by Hubert Hayes, 


Asheville playwright. He is also 
author of “Thunderland.” 


New Company Set 





RTH BALKS BARNS 








HIGH COSTS ALSO 
WORRYING OPS 


By JESSE GROSS 


Slim pickings in stars and a 
dearth of new play releases have 
been cited by summer theatre ops 
as major stumbling blocks in lining 
up strawhat skeds this year. Vet 
name performers are predominant 
among the talent being submitted 
for barn bookings. However, a 
number of them haven’t been b.o. 
bellringers for some time. 

Lucrative tv bookings, well-pay- 
ing nitery engagements and Holly- 
wood commitments are still the 
principal factors behind The star 
famine. Also, booking agencies 
aren’t too prone to go out of their 
way to hustle barn dates, as it only 
means a 5% cut for them. Indica- 
tive of the agency attitude is the 
decline in strawhat activity at the 
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ives’ Busy Summer Sked: 
Pix, Barns & Niteries' 


Burl Ives, who was starred last | 
month in the N. Y. City Light} 


is currently in Hollywood playing 
the Sheriff in the film of John 
Steinbeck’s “East of Eden,’ for 


he wiil make a pilot-film for a new 
tv series this month, and in. mid- 





| July will star in a six-week sum- |, 
“My Three 


{mer barn tour of 
| Angels.” 

| The last week 
| first two weeks in 


| 


| 
' 


in August and 
September he 
will appear at the Black Orchid 


ifor a concert tour of the British 


Opera Co. revival of “Show Boat,” | 
| second 
|played an eight-week Chicago en- 
|gagement during the season. Show 
Warner Bros. On his return east | 


;nitery in Chicago. Then he leaves | 


.| Summer was going full blast with | ber, 


William Morris office, which last | Isles and then to Japan. In Novem- 


his new book, “Burl Ives’ 
| Tales of America,” will be issued 
| by World Publishing. 


touring packages. 


Of recent Broadway offerings 
that have been released to stock, | 
only “My Three Angels” and “Late 
Love” appear to be stimulating in- | 
terest among burn managers. In} 





the straight play field, “Stalag 17” 
is shaping up as the hottest item 
this summer. Musical packages are 
still going strong, with “Song of 
Norway,” in its ‘initial stock re- 





A new legit touring company is 
moving in-on the eastern summer 


resort territory previously domi- 
nated by Stanley Woolf. A 13-hotel 
circuit will be covered this sum- 
mer by a unit travelling under the 
production auspices of Phyllis 
Manning, an actress who had 
worked under the Woolf banner. 

Miss Manning is offering hotel 
owners five shows, each of which- 
will play a two-week run of one- 
niters. Actors Equity performers 
will be utilized on a jobbing con- 
tract. Shows are being cast by 
Jules Ziegler, with plans calling 
for a featured film, tv or legit 
personality to be spotted in each 
of the plays. Performers, scenery 
and equipment will be transported 
via station wagons. Unit will also 
carry a stage manager. 

Play slate comprises “Born 
Yesterday,” “Lullaby,” “Late 
Love,” “Affairs of State” and 
“Glad Tidings.” Running time on 
the productions will be scissored 
down to 75 minutes, with inter- 
missions eliminated in most cases. 
Among locations already set are 
the Lake Tarleton Club, Pike, 
N. H.; Sacroon Manor, Schroon 
Lake, N. Y.; Loon Lake (N. Y.) 
| Hotel; Maplewood (N. H.) Hotel, 





While I have known all along | 4nd Copake Country Club, Crary- 
of John K. Sherman, Cedric Adams | Ville, N. Y. 


and Norman Houk, columnists and 


departmental editors of the Minne- | additional companies 


Miss Manning plans to organize 
if bookings 


apolis Tribune and Star, frankly | warrant it. Season will begin June 
28 


I had never heard of Mr. Jones— 
anymore than he had previously 
heard of me—until one day in mid- 
May I had a telephone call from 
the New York office of the Minne- 
apolis newspapers saying, and I 
quote: “Will Jones, our widely- 
read columnist, will be in New 
York in a few days and would like 
a single press seat at the matinee 
of “Ondine” on May 19, can you 
have it for him?” 

1 replied in the affirmative and 
added that I would be pleased to 
provide him with two seats if he 
wanted them. There was no men- 
tion of an interview, but had there 
been any such request, my answer 


—considering the instructions of | 


Miss Hepburn’s physician as they 
existed on May 19—would have 
been to say that I could not ar- 
range the appointment. 

In conclusion, may I suggest that 
hereafter if Mr. Jones wishes any 
theatre services performed locally 
he will find New York pressagents 
quick to cooperate if he, like John 
Sherman and other leading news- 
Paper people throughout the coun- 
try, will exercise thoughtfulness by 
himself writing in advance of his 
Visit and conveying his ticket and 
interview needs. William Fields. 





WILLIAMS TO 0.0. B’WAY 
HITS FOR LONDON SPOT 


Campbell Williams, who last 
| week resigned the managing direc- 
torship of Keith Prowse, London, 
| arrived in New York yesterday 








For Hotel Circuit 


lease, getting hefty play. 

Other tuner packages being of- 
fered include “Wish You Were 
Here,” “Where’s Charley,” “Pal 


(Continued on page 58) 


Metopera s Sock 
$1,234,200 Take 
For Spring To 


Recently-completed spring tour 





was one of the best in the organ- 
ization’s 69-year-old history, ac- 
cording to tour coordinator Fran- 
cis Robinson. Six-week tour 
racked up an estimated $1.234.200 
for 49 performances, with the Met 
netting $909,000. This is more 
than $5.000 above what opera 
execs had figured on. And although 
all costs aren’t as yet in, the Met 
expects to make a little profit on 
the trip, and is very pleased with 
results. 

Tour, which ended May 29 in 
Torento, started a little’ slowly but 
wound up with a bang. Takes on 
first part of tour, through the 


of the Metropolitan Opera Assn. | 


Back Silo Tour By 
Bway Show Coin 


\ 

| A strawhat tour financed from 
, the initial coin raised for a con- 
| templated Broadway production 
jhas been lined up for a new mu- 
sical revue, “Walk Tall.” 
is being used with the backers’ 
okay to cover pre-production costs, 
iso as to bring the price of the 
package within the pocketbook 


range of barn managers. Any cash 
| dropped on the barn trek will be 
| written off the prospective Main 
'Stem presentation as a 
theatre loss. All of the capital 
|needed for the Broadway bow 
hasn't been raised yet. 


Paul Hartman will star in the 
| revue, which was- originally tried 
|}out last year at the Playhouse, 
| Houston. Show, however, has un- 
{dergone several changes for its 
|silo tour. These’ include 

sketches, additional tunes and 
fresh choreography. Offering is 
being sent out by John Greenleaf 
and Chilton Ryan, marking their 


entry into producing ranks. 


| 
{ 











i 
| 


| 
i 


‘ 
' 
by Arnold B. Horwitt. who's also 
icontributing additional lyrics, and 
choreography by Ray Harrison. 
| Presentation will go out under di- 
rection of Burt Shevelove. Music 
jand lyrics are by Dean Fuller and 


Money | 


summer | 


new ; 


New to the revue are sketches 


south, were lower than expected. | Marshall Barer, respectively. Ralph 
But Atlanta was absolute capacity, | Strain is represented in the revue 
with well over $100.000 for four With two tunes, while other writers 
shows, and the Met did $27,000 in, 2™& Charles Scheuer, William Eng- 
‘one night in Memphis with a vick, Bud Burdson and Beverly 
| Mozart opera. Minneapolis was a Bozeman. Last-named appeared m 
| sellout on four shows. Chicago Broadway in the revival of “Pal 
went over $135,000 in six per- oey.” Fuller, incidentally, will 
formances. pen the music for Horwitt’s lyrics. 


Toronto had over $270,000 for Musical accompaniment for the 





six shows. in the Met's most spec- 
tacular showing. One Toronto 
night, with “Traviata,” the gross 
was $52,000, representing the big- 
| gest take in the history of opera 
| at regular prices, and the biggest 
| the Met has ever done, except on 
ian opening night in N. Y. at in- 


\(Tues.) for a 10-day looksee at| fated prices. 
Broadway shows in the hope of 
finding a suitable entry for the} 
Arts Theatre Club, which he took | 


over last year. 





Plan Mapped to Reopen 


New Parsons in Hartford 
On June 17 Williams sails back Hartford, June 8. 
for Paris, where he intends to gan- Allan Stewart, general manager 
der current cabarets in the hope of | of the New Parsons here until it 


when he intends to launch a late-| phouse. 
evening cabaret. 
Cyril Shane, who recently exited | operation of the house. 

his post at Mills Music, London, | New Parsons was started three 
was named last week as profession- | years ago by Charles Bowden, Phil- 
al manager of Keith Prowse. He | ip Langner and Nancy Stern. It 
began there a week ago Monday | operated on a policy of featuring 
(31). One of the first numbers! breakins of new shows. Nearly half 
which Shane will have to promote 


of its presentations were subscrip- 
is ‘‘Never-Never Land,” which has 


tion plays, 10 each year. This 
already been recorded by many|semester, house 
prominent names and has been ac- 


Stewart would head a syn- 
dicate of local businessmen in the 





giving three of a proposed five- 
quired by Lou Levy for the U. S.' play series. 





finding a production which he can | folded a few weeks ago, is spear- | 
introduce at the Arts in the fall, | heading a drive ‘to relight the. 


strawhat tour will be provided by 
two pianos and a drum. 


SAROYAN SUMMER FEST 
BY DALLAS NEGRO CO. 


| Dallas, June 8. 
| Roundup Theatre, local Negro 
| resident group, will preem William 
Saroyan’s two-act drama, “A Lost 
Child's Fireflies,” July 15-18, open- 
ing a summer series of Saroyan 
‘scripts. Author, invited by George | 
Allen, Roundup prexy, to attend a | 
skedded Saroyan festival, sent the | 
unpublished 1950 effort for inclu- | 
sion. Saroyan will attend the local 
preem, and assist in editing »the 
script. 

Maurice Alevy will direct ‘“Fire- 
flies” and the other Saroyan works, 
\““Hello, Out There” and “My 
| Heart's in the Highlands,” Aug. 12- 
|15; “The Beautiful People,” Sept. 
| 9-12, and possible October stagings 








shuttered after | of “Across the Board on Tomorrow | 


Morning” and “The Ping-Pong 


Players.” 


Off-B'way Coin Potential Seen In 
‘Aleichem’ Setup; 246 Gain on N.Y. Run 


Off-Broadway can be a money- 
maki ig proposition with an expan- 
sive business potential. Among the 
1953-54 off-the Stem entries in the 
black was “World of Sholom Alei- 
chem,” which wound up recently 
with a $24,000 profit on a 40-week 
run at the Barbizon-Plaza Theatre. 

Besides the Barbizon stand, a 
company of “Aleichem” 


is also slated for a 20-week tour 
next season, while a film and tv 
series built around the presenta- 
tion are also possibilities. Offering 
also resulted in the formation of a 
disk company, Rachel Recordings, 
which has issued a 10” longplay 
condensation of the three one- 
acters that make up “Aleichem.’ 

Produced by Rachel Productions, 
presentation played to about 160,- 
000 attendees, grossing approxi- 
mately $289.000 for 305 perform- 
ances. Playing at a $3.30 top, show 
ran at a weekly operating cost of 
£6.500-$6.800 against a potential ca- 
pacity take of $9.600-$9.709. Pres- 
entation originally went into the 
501-seat Barbizon showcase May 1, 
1953 for a 20-performance run at 
a cost of $8.075. 

Limited engagement. suffered a 
loss of $3,000, although the last 10 
performances were sold out. Audi- 
ence response during t’1e last half 
of the stand prompted producers 
Howard da Silva and Arnold Perl 
to reopen the play at the Barbizon 
in September, where it continued 
until May 23. Total capitalization 

(Continued on page 58) 


Drama Crisis Eased Via 
- e 
New Equity-League Pact; 
Touring Minimums Up 
Possibility of an actors’ strike on 
srostway was averted last Friday 
4) when Actors Equity and the 
, League of N. Y. Theatre reached 
an agreement on a new contract. 
‘Principal changes for both actors 
'and chorus members include a $120 
touring minimum, previously $110, 
and a $55 rehearsal minimum, pre- 
viously $50. Minimum for chorus 
personnel in New York was hiked 





'$5 to $90. Agreement aiso allows 


chorus members to give two weeks’ 
notice if getting promoted to a 


‘principal part. 


Negotiations on the new mini- 
mums may be reopened after two 
vears if the cost of living rises. A 
health insurance plan covering per- 
formers for a minimum six-month 
period was substituted for Equity’s 
welfare payment demand. Contract 
also bars any welfare fund de- 
mands for a period of five years, 
and eliminates any further Sunday 
night benefit performances for the 
Equity Welfare Fund. New agree- 
ment is retroactive to June 1 and 
runs for three years, until May 31, 
1957. Previous contract ran for two 
years. Run-of-the-play contracts 
have been extended from May 31 
to June 30. 

Two new types of contracts are 
included in the new agreement. 
One permits producers to sign ac- 
tors for a run-of-the-play for a pe- 
riod of a year from the date of the 
first paid performance, and the 
other okays the signing of chorus 
personnel to a six-month contract 
only if they're paid $10 over mini- 
mum. Equity’s demand for a quali- 
fied stage managers list w 
dropped. 


~ 


as 


———— 


Card’s ‘Barber’ Debut 
Set for Barter Theatre 


Rossini’s “Barber of Seville,” 
done over in English in operetta 
style by Virginia Card, will have its 
debut week of June 28 at Barter 
Theatre, Abington, Va. Miss Card 
will take her own company down, 
and stage the work herself. Other 
barn dates are in prospect. Aim 
is for a N. Y. production, on Broad- 
way or off, in the fall. 

Miss Card’s version of “Carmen” 
is current at the Paper Mill Play- 
j house, Millburn, N. J. 
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Plays, on Broadway 


Carousel 


N. Y. City Light Opera Co. production 
of Richard Rodgers-Oscar Hammerstein 
2a musical, based on Ferenc * Molnar’s 
“Liliom.” Features Jo Sullivan, Chris 
Robinson, Bambi Lin, Robert Pogent, 
Jean Handlik, Barbara Cook, Don Black- 
ey, Winifred Heidt, John Conte. Staged 
by William Hammerstein; conductor, 
Julius Kudel; dances by P t, based 
on Agnes DeMille choreography; settings, 
Oliver Smith; costumes, John Boyt; 
lighting, Jean Rosenthal. At City Center, 

Y., June 2, 1954; $3.80 top. 


Carrie Pipperidge ........ Barbara Cook 
Julie Jordan ....sc.ees.- Jo Sullivan 
Mrs. Mullin ......cesecee- Winifred Heidt 


Billy Bigelow .........+. Chris Robinson 


Ist Policeman ........+.- Russell Goodwin 
David Bascombe ........ Stanley Carlson 
Nettie Fowler .....6.++6+ Jean Handzlik 
Dame. Girl ...cicc penveenesee: Mavis Ray 
Enoch Snow .owic.eecoeeees Don Blackey 
digger Graigin ............. John .Conte 
FEGTIAM. . . .1.45 6 we nece-spree Dusty Worrall 
PUERWPGE x, no 0c ewes towey Robert Pagent 
er oe ...Marilyn Bladd 
2d Policeman ...... William W. Reynolds 
ee SR Pr rere Boris Aplon 
SOU — . . ivc Kdces woensdaves Jay Velie 
DtarROSPer  ..cvicccscccesss Daniel Reed 
GSD . a0 688.0 conse s 44s Bambi Linn 
Carnival Boy. ...sscsecss Robert Pagent 
Enoch Snow Jr. ........ James Martindale 


Principal «<a Russell Goodwin 

Townspeovle: Marilvn Bladd, Lila Caputo, 
Rina Falcone, Barbara Ford. Ellen 
Gleason, Sheila Mathews. Dorothy Mirr, 
Gloria Sacks, Greta Thormsen, Ben- 
—_ Bajorek, Dawin Emanuel, Russell 
re0d win Cra 4- Fessctner 
Martindale. Roland Miles, Benjamin 
Plotkin, William W. Reynolds, Joseph 
Tanner. } 

Dancers: Ann Barry, Ann Dunbar, Ruby 
Herndon tens Maichik, Meri Mit ss. | 
Eloise Milton, Mavis Ray, Nadine Rev- 
ene, Francine Savery, Gini Turner, | 
Rudy Jenkins. Don Little, Don Martin, | 
Dick Revers, Philip Salem, Mark Ward, 
Mark West. 

Children of the Prelude- Claudia Craw- 
ford, Adele Newton, Chris Snell. 








It’s a matter of taste, and argu- 
ment, whether this revival of 
“Carousel” is. role for role, up to 
the superlative criteria of the 
original Broadway production of 
nine years ago. But the question 
quibbles the essential news that 
this revival is the best price-bar- 
gain in town, a mountain of a 
show, and Richard Roedgers-Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d at their best, and 
some would stay at their tops. 


In “Oklahoma,” the trailblazing | 
author-producers started right off | 
with a smash song, “Oh, What a| 
Beautiful Morning,” a boff novel-! 
ty in a musical. For “Carousel” 
they continued curtain-raising in- 
novation via am opening scene in 
which no word is spoken or sun¢— 
everything is pantomime. The 
facts are too familiar to need reci- 
tation—suffice that after the fresh- 
Ivy imaginative openings, both 
shows are off to the races. 

Barbara Cook may well be the 
member of the present company 
likely to gain the most prestige 
career-wise. Both in pertness of | 
personality and in firmness of 
voice she is standout as Ca ’ 
This is not to say that the Julie 
Jordan role isn’t well handled by 
Jo Sullivan, an actress of consid- 
erable sincerity, but her voice 
doesn’t have the same carry and 
suffers somewhat in this awkward 
auditorium, which is tough on 
voices generally and lyrics always. 

Others in the cast likely to at- 
tract career-important attention 
and word-of-mouth are Winifred 
Heidt. Chris Robinson, Jean 
Handzlik and Don Blackey. Miss 
Heidt is a singer who doesn’t sing 
in a singing show. having taken | 
on the straight acting role of the | 








eager matron owner of the merry- | 
go-round and_ performing most 
convincingly. Chris Robinson, who 
has worked “Oklahoma” in Lon- 
oom, does creditably as Billy Bige- | 
ow. . 

Opening night he secured a wow | 


reaction on the classic song-solilo- | 
auy about prospective paternity 
On some apperrances he did not. 
seem too intritive about the light 
and shade of the characterization 
and rather over-literally followed | 
the chalk-lines of the direction. | 
Perhaps in fairness to him. end: 
the others, too. it should be added 
that with no rod tour break-in. 
there was little chance to gét satu- 
rated in the part. 

The jovons “June Is Bustin’ Out 
All Over” is expertly and warmly 
put across by Jean Handzlik, whose |} 
backgrovnd of concert and Gil-| 
bert & Sullivan is evident in the 
richness of her tone and the suc- 
cess of her diction. She projects 
much charm over the footlights. | 
The effortless ease of Don Blackey | 


| Perkins seems just about as good 
| as his predecessor. 


jin terms of the play. 
|formance is clear, direct, sensitive 


|tablish Perkins as a highly prom- 
| young 


/in appearance, 
| star’s crisp authority. 


| holds up unusually well for a long- |} 


|Govern as_ the 
|Florida Friebus as a magpie fac- 





back as Joshua the Heavenly 
Friend. The starkeeper is played 
with much drollery by Daniel 
Reed, a veteran of 40 years in 
stage and poetry platform. 

There is, as a final value, Bambi | 
Linn, who was with the original 
company. Hers is the wonderful 
beach ballet which was and is 
such a large. segment of the sec- 
ond act. Less the child of yore but 
by now a performer of wider ex- 
perience and technical sureness, 
Miss Linn has recently had her- 
self a well-paid career in tv. 

All of the dancing seems to re- 
tain the basic flavor of the Agnes 
DeMille staging as reworked by 
Robert Pagent, who himself car- 
ries the main male hoofing respon- 
sibility. Pagent does fine in both 
departments, as choreographer 
and dancer, and has strong support 
in Dusty Worrall. 

Production-wise, “Carousel” is 
up to the standards already demon- 
strated by today’s William Ham- 
merstein (his assistant: Mike 
Shurtleff) with due crediting also 
of Oliver Smith (settings); John 
Boyt (costumes), and Jean Rosen- 
thal (lighting). Land. 


Legit Followup » 


Tea and Sympathy 
(ETHEL BARRYMORE, N.Y.) 


With official end of the legit 
season, Deborah Kerr has vacated 
her starring role in “Tea and Sym- 
pathy” and John Kerr has also 
withdrawn as featured juvenile 
lead. Miss Kerr will resume the 
same part next fall in a touring 
production of the Robert Ander- 
son drama. Meanwhile, Joan Fon- 
taine has taken over as star of the 
Playwrights Co. and Mary K. 
Frank preduction, with Anthony 
Perkins as the bewildered school- 
boy. It’s the first Broadway ap- 
pearance for both replacements. 

The changes make little differ- 
ence in the effectiveness of “Tea 
and Sympathy.” Miss Fontaine is 
believable as the compassionate 
wife of the sadistic housemaster, 
giving a quiet, slightly reticent 
performance and, of course, bring- 
ing good looks and calm assurance 
to the part. She doesn’t, perhaps, 
suggest the same degree of inner 
warmth that Miss Kerr did, so she 
seems slightly less emotionally in- 
volved in the plight of the harried 
student and, even in the climactic 
final scene, she gives the impres- 
sion of ®being just a little aloof. 
That conclusive scene is still very 
moving, but possibly not quite as 
overwhelming as formerly. 


As the agonized student, young 














The character- 
ization may be slightly more self- 
contained than Kerr’s, but that ap- 
pears to be merely a shading of 
personality, and no less effective 
The per- 


and very touching, and should es- 


ising juvenile. Incidentally, the 
actor resembles his late 
father, Osgood Perkins, not only 
but also vocally 
and in various mannerisms, and 
he suggests something of the late 





The rest of the performance, 


|run show, with notably creditable | 
| performances by Leif Erickson as 


the cruel housemaster, John Mc- 
inept father, 


ulty wife and Dick York as the 
confused roommate. “Tea and) 
Sympathy” still has the wallop for | 
nlenty more months of profitable 


business on Broadway. Hobe, 


N.Y.’s Mitrop Sets Busy 
Opera-Orch Sked 0’Seas 


i. Florence, June 8. 
Dimitri Mitropoulos, director of 
the N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony, 








Plays Out of Town 


Gown of Glory 
Pasadena, June 1. 


Pasadena Playhouse production of dra- 
ma in two acts (six scenes) by Irving 
Phillips, based on book by Agnes Sligh 
Turnbull. Stars Dorothy Stone, James 
Macklin; features Sylvia Findley, Kerwin 
Mathews, Oliver Prickett. Directed by Hel- 
mut Hoérmann. Set by Harvey Johnson. 
At Pasadena (Cal.) Playhouse. 











The life of a parson’s family in 


“a turn-of-the-century smalltown is 


limned in Irving Phillips’ new 
script, based on Agnes Sligh Turn- 
bull’s novel. It has some film pos- 
sibilities, in the vein of “One Foot 
in Heaven,” which Phillips also 
scripted. But despite its charm 
and graciousness, as befits the pe- 
riod, it has nothing to offer the 
theatre, save perhaps as an entry 
for a summer stock group with 
enough apprentices to handle the 
19 roles without straining the 
budget. For regular commercial 
production, the script is too fragile 
to sustain the economic weight it 
carries. 

Plot covers the crisis in the life 
of thé parson who fears he’s slip- 
ping and whose daughters are in 


| the midst of romantic unhappiness. 
| It’s worked out glibly, and per: 


haps too patly, in six scenes that 
encompass such aspects of small- 
town life as church committees, 
middleaged romances and gossip. 


Helmut Hormann has directed a 
Pasadena Playhouse tryout cast 
with a leisurely pace in keeping 
with the script and there are some 
good performances that sustain in- 
terest. Dorothy Stone is fine as 
the mother and James Macklin is 
good as the parson, with okay sup- 
porting characterizations from Oli- 
ver Prickett, James Almanzar, Ker- 
win Matthews and Roberta Korte. 
Sylvia Findley stands out as one 
of the daughters in a performance 
that merits film attention. 

Harvey Johnson has contributed 
an excellent parsonage livingroom 
set. Kap. 





Step Inte My Parlor 


Hammonton, N. J., June 1. 


Mill Playhouse production of farce in 
three acts by Paul Purcell. Features 
James Reese, Pamela Simpson; directed 
by Lawrence Carra; scenery, Paul 
Georges. At the Mill Playhouse, Pleasant 
Mills, Hammonton, 





This first play by.a young Amer- 
ican writer is also the third preem 
attempted by the Mill Playhouse, 


now in its fourth season in the wild 
and wooded lake country, near 
Hammonton, in southern New Jer- 
sey. Previous tryouts by the group 
were “The Cat in the Cage” in 1952 
and “Two Dozen Roses” late last 
month. Previously, the spot has 
been a strawhat, but this season is 
experimenting on a year-round 
basis, having opened in January. 


For a group like this—and the 
Mill Playhouse company is an ex- 
ceptionally good one—and for 
summer presentation, “Step Into 
My Parlor” is admirable material. 
It is light (although not exactly in 
the “farce” category that the bill- 
ing suggests), a single-setter with 
a small cast and deals with a prob- 
lem that is stirring more than one 
college campus these days. 


Its status as a commercial Broad- 
way possibility is not so clean: 
“Step Into My Parlor” is one of 
those nice little comedies that 
seldom fare well on Broadway 
these days. However, the writing 
is literate, the characters interest- 
ing and reasonably authentic, and 
mechanically the show is okay. So 
if the rather academic 
tackled by the playwright finds 


| favor, so may the play. 


Entire action takes place in the 
home of a professor of philosophy 
in a small, lupeverished Vermont 
coliege. Yarn involves an odd 
zoological happening that brings 
publicity a4 money, with an as- 
sortment of plot complications, 
including the standard romantic 
angle, and a switch happy ending. 
The final scenes of the last act are 
especially lively and send the 


in the primlv quaint Enoch Snow | iS due here this week, after con-| onlookers out laughing. 


role is one of a great many perfect | 
touches throughout the evening. 
He's played the role out of town. | 

Jigger in “Carousel,” like Jud 
in “Oklahoma” and the snitch | 
who denounces Julie in “Show | 
Boat,” represents Hammerstein's | 
flair for a little old-style hissing 
villainy. 6 
with considerable technical re-| 
source but a connoisseur in stage | 
nastiness might prefer more ani-| 
mal and less actor, more Portu- | 
Buese wharf-rat and less New York | 
Style. Still, it's a considerable | 
feat of impersonation. 

Conte is one of several actors 
who bring much stage savez to the 
shorter roles. It’s nice to see that 
suave old vaudevillian, Jay Velie, 


John Conte plays the role | 


ducting operatic performance of | 
Strauss’ “Elektra” and Busoni’s | 
“Arlechino” in Milan. He’s to con-| 
duct the opera presentation of 
Puccini's “Girl of the Golden West” 
here next week, with Eleanor Ste- 
ber and Mario del Monaco in the 
leads, and Curzio Malaparte as 
stage director. 

Maestro then goes back to Milan 
for two such orch concerts at La 
Scala, to be followed by his first 
visit to Germany since 1931. He’ll 
conduct programs in Munich and 
Cologne with the radio orchs there, 
then two concerts each at the Salz- 
burg Festival and Isola San Gior- 
gio, Venice. He’s due back in N. Y. 
Aug. 25. 





Direction of Lawrence Carra is 
a feature of the production, par- 
ticularly as show was put on with 
only 10 days’ rehearsal. Cast has 
three importations from Broadway, 
plus the regular resident players. 
James Reese, one of the three, is 
a standout as the old professor, 
fussy, inherently kindly and 
quaintly amusing, Pamela Simpson 
as his long-suffering wife, Gubi 
Mann as his daughter, Louis Ed- 
monds as a reporter and G. Wood, 
as an eccentric old zoologist are 
all good. 


Incidentally, this play is not to 
be confused with the identically- 
titled melodrama by John and 
Mary Risjean, tried out in straw- 
hats in 1937. aters. 


topic | 


| 
| 


Scot Celtic Ballet In 
U.S. Bow at Jacob’s Pillow 


~ Lee, Mass., June 8. 

Ted Shawn has some unusual fea- 
tures lined up for his 13th season 
of the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festi- 
val near here. The Celtic Ballet 
of Scotland, headed by Margaret 
Morris, will make its U. S. debut 
here July 28, and stay three weeks. 
The Lester Horton Dance Theatre 
will be here from California, July 
22, and Alicia Markova same date. 

Other events over a 10-week sea- 
son that starts July 2 include 
Alexandra Danilova & Co., Charles 
Weidman Co., Geoffrey Helder 
& Co. (from Trinidad), John 
Butler Dance Theatre, Emer- 


son & Jayne (from London, also in 
their U. S. debut, Parel Lang & 
Co., Hadassah & Co., Ram Gopal, 
Kurt & Grace Graff, Negro Dance 
Theatre, Lotte Goslar, Andre Eg- 
levsky, and the American Mime 


Theatre. 





‘Aleichem’ 


Continued from page 57 


for the production, including the 
original $8,075 outlay and, the $3,- 
000 loss, was $18,750. Investment 
was paid back six weeks after the 
reopening. 
5 100 Theatre Parties 
Production returned to the Bar- 
bizon with an advance sale of $50,- 
000. During its run “Aleichem” 
sold blocks of over 200 seats to 
more than 100 theatre parties. Ini- 
tial four weeks of the reopening 
were completely sold out to parties 
except for Saturdays and Sundays, 
which were left open for b.o. sales. 
About 150 tickets for approximate- 
ly 150 performances were made 
available to teachers, students and 
trade unions at a 50% discount. 


During show's inaugural stand, 
Actors Equity stock minimums 
were paid to all but two perform- 
ers, who received the $25 off- 
Broadway minimum. When presen- 
tation resumed, the Equity stock 
minimum level was maintained. 
with no performer getting less than 
$100 towards the end of the run. 
Show, however, did have some off- 
Broadway concessions. 

Second company of “Aleichem” 
was formed to play a limited four- 
week Chicago engagement, which 
was extended to eight weeks. Cost 
of the Chi production was approxi- 
mately $21,000, of which $18,000 
was recouped. Production there 
was put on off-the-Loop at the llth 
Street Theatre and opened to an 
advance theatre party sale of $35,- 
000. Performer wages ran from 
$120 to three $250 salaries. 

Next season’s tour is set to begin 
Oct. 19 in Hartford. A pre-selling 
campaign has been inaugurated 
with 10 performances of a two- 
week stand (Nov. 2-14) at the Wal- 
nut, Philly, already sold out. Pro- 
ducers only make five perform- 
ances a week availabie to theatre 
parties. In certain road locations, 
show will be taken over by local 
managers in a joint production 
deal with Rachel Productions. It’s 
figured the $18,000 recovered from 
the Chicago engagement will be 
enough to cover the cost of sending 
out the road company. 

Album Profit 

The “Aleichem” album _ cost 
about $3,000 to make and distrib- 
ute. Approximately 4,000 copies 
have been sold at a profit of about 
$1,500. Waxery is bringing out an- 
other album, “Sholom Aleichem 
Suite,”” composed by Serge Hovey, 
who did the musie for the play. 
Suite, a new work, was preemed 
May 22 at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music. Total cost of talent for 
the recording of the suite was 
about $1,600, independent of roy- 
alties and pressing. 

Contemplated  filmization of 
“Aleichem” is being considered for 
distribution to the approximate 1,- 
600 Jewish community centers 
equipped with facilities for show- 
ing pix. Celluloid version would 
be made in 35m and then reduced 
to 16m. Nothing definite has been 
set on a tv series, but the produc- 
ers have been broached with the 
idea_and a pilot will probably be 
made. 

Rachel Productions doesn’t in- 
tend releasing the amateur rights 
to “Aleichem” for some time, at 
least until the windup of the tour. 
Bids for foreign productions of the 
work have been received by the 
producers, with a British produc- 
tion a strong possibility. 

Production plans for next season 
call for a fall presentation of 














“Sandhog,” a musical play, As yet 
no house has been set; 











Barns Balked 
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Joey,” “Bandwagon” and “Boys 

From Syracuse.” There’s been 

some disgruntlement registered re- 

garding the terms being asked-on 

“Oklahoma,” which some silos are 

offering. , 
Stock Release Beef 

Another beef presented has been 
against the producer holdup on the 
stock release of such shows as 
“Dial M For Murder” and “Sabrina 
Fair.” Former play wound up a 
limited-run road tour recently, 
while the latter property is in its 
30th week on Broadway. 

Still causing some dissatisfac- 
tion among .the rustic ops are the 
high salary demands of various 
performers. Feeling is that pay- 
ments of $2,000-$2,500 to stars is 
exorbitant, with $1,000 more in 
keeping with summer theatre’ eco- 
nomics. In some cases royalty de- 
mands are felt to be too high, but 
there’s been no organized stand by 
the stock managers, aS was the 
case last year with “Moon Is Blue.” 

Operating costs are continually 
increasing. As was cited by one 
manager, staff salary demands 
grow higher each summer for both 
returnees and newcomers. Biz 
stimulation via theatre parties ap- 
pears to be gaining momentum. 
Whether tryouts this season will 
equal those of recent years can’t 
be determined as yet, since full 
schedules for a number of thea- 
tres haven't been completed. 


Steady Tents . , 

Large al fresco operations have 
had their production slates pretty 
well made up for the past few 
months. An abundance of name 
performers have been lined up for 
these outdoor showcases. Tent the- 
atres are holding steady as im- 
portant legituner outlets. Musicals 
slated for de production this 
summer include “Oklahoma,” “Any- 
thing Goes” and “Song of Norway,” 
besides the standard opérettas. 

Topping the summer theatre star 
list this season are Helen Hayes 
and Tallulah Bankhead. Former 
will be spotlighted in a four-week 
play series at the Falmouth Play- 
house, Dennis, Mass., after which 
she heads for the Coast for an- 
other four-week stand at the Hunt- 
ington Theatre, Hollywood. 

Miss Bankhead will tour the rus- 
tic trail in. a tryout of “Dear 
Charles.” Also touring this sum- 
mer will be Margaret Truman in 
“Autumn Crocus.” 

Other names on the barn circuit 
this summer will be Joe E. Brown 
(‘The Show Off’), Barbara Bel 
Geddes and Hiram Shirman (“Lit- 
tle Hut”), Magda Gabor (“The 
Queen Was in the Parlor”), Joan 
Blondell (“Happy Birthday”), Ann 
Harding (“I Remember Mama”), 
Rudy. Vallee (“Jenny Kissed Me”), 
Bert Lahr (“My Three Angels”), 
Victor Jory (‘‘Angels”), Mary Astor 
(“Late Love’), Steve Cochran 
(“Heaven Can Wait”), Farley 
Granger (“Hasty Heart”), Pat 
O’Brien (“Front Page’), and Zach- 
ary Scott and Ruth Ford (“Too 
True to Be Good”). 

Brian Donlevy is a possibility in 
“The Country Girl.” Constance 
Bennett, Paui Lucas and Kay Fran- 
cis are among others being offered 
barn producers. 


Johnson-‘Never’ Comedy 
Looks Light in London 


London, June 8. 

“It’s Never Too Late,” domestic 
comedy by Felicity Douglas,” pre- 
sented last Thursday (3) at the 
Westminister Theatre by Ralph 
Birch, has moderate prospects, 
mainly because. of the marquee 
lure of Celie Johnson. It is mostly 
a dull, uninspired piece which 
would appeal to a limited-type au- 
dience. 

Other prominent roles in the 
three-acter are played by Mary 
Merrall, Ian Hunter and Anthony 
Ireland. Joan Swinstead directed. 

Laurier Lister presented “Joyce 
Grenfell Requests the Pleasure” at 
the Fortune Theatre last Wednes- 
day (2), with the star supported by 
three dancers, Beryl Kaye, Paddy 
Stone and Irving Davis who re- 
cently returned from an American 
tour. All the character sketches 
were authored by Miss Grenfell 
while the choreography for the 
dance sequences is arranged by 
Alfred Rodriguez and Wendy Toye. 

The production was warmly re- 
ceived and generally liked by the 
national crix. It has every chance 
of success in this intimate but off- 
the-beaten-track theatre. 
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-Smoke”; 22, “Your Uncle Dudley”; 
29,:“Be Your Age”; Aug. 5,~“The 
Animal Kingdom”; 12, anew play; 
19, “Private Lives”; 26, “January 
Thaw”; Sept. 2, “Lullaby,” and 9, 
“Fourposter.” : ‘ 


Séa Cliff Cuts Tabs 

* In effort to hypo weeknight at- 
tendance, the Sea Cliff (L. I.) Sum- 
mer Theatre is cutting the admis- 
sion tab for Monday-Thursday per- 
formances. Previous top of $3.60 is 
being lowered to $2.50 on Monday 
and Tuesday and $3.30 on Wednes- 
dav and Thursday. The $3.60 top 
will remain on Friday and Satur- 
day, with some seats scaled: at 
$4.00. : 

Barn is also pitching for week- 
night theatre. parties. Reductions 
of 10% and 20% are being offered, 
respectively, .on the purchase of 
blocks of 65 and 125 tickets. A 
10% slice is also being offered sea- 
son subscribers. Silo begins its 
seventh season June 28 with a try- 
out, ““‘The Lady Chooses,” new title 
of William MecClerry’s “Side by 
Side.” Comedy’ is also being done 
at‘the Westport (Conn.) Country 
Piayhouse for one week beginning 
Monday’ (14); -Faye Emerson will 
star in the play at both locations. . 


-~. Michigan Tryouts 

“Shut the Door’: and. “Maid to 
Order,” two tryouts, will be pre- 
sented this summer at the Rams- 
dell Opera House, Manistee, Mich. 
Former show will run July 7-11, 
while latter entry will wind up sea- 
son Sept. 1-6. Onener at the thea- 
tre wilk be “The Importance of Be- 
ing Earnest” July 1-4. 


Resident company, which will in- 
clude professional magician Doug- 
las Andrews, will be directed by 
Madge Skelly. 


ees «| 
Robin Hood’s 18th 
Arden, Del., June 8. 

Robin Hood Theatre here begins 
its 18th.season of professional sum- 
mer stock June 21 with “The Little 
Hut.” Plans call for 11 plays to be 
presented during the season, of 
which two will be tryouts as vet 
not selected. Performances will be 
given Mondav-Saturday nichts, 
with a Saturday matinee contem- 
plated. 


Co-producers and directors ‘ at 
the barn are Stanley Phillips and 
Neil McKenzie. Theetre is oper- 
ated hy Windsor Lewis. under the 
direction of-P. M. Productions. 


New Ontario Barn 
Orillia, Ont., June 8. 

Ontario will have another new 
strawhat this season, semi-pro like 
the one in Sarnia. but with an un- 
usual setup. Clayton-Ford Produc- 
tions, Toronto. pro group headed 
by Donald H. Ford, is providing a 
nucleus of 12 actors, with amateur 
Orillia Players furnishing small- 
part players and stage assistants. 
Season will be 12 weeks. 

Outfit will use Couchiching 
Park Pavilion here, opening June 
16 with Gerald Savorv’s “George 
and Margaret.” followed bv 
“George Washington Slept Here,” 
with five Orillia ams already cast. 











Virginia Beach Tryout 

“Angel With the Bie, Big Ears,” 
new. play by Romeo ‘Muller. will be 
tried out Julv 6-10 at the Theatre- 
Go-Round, Virginia: Beach, Va. 

Muller’s “With Drum and Col- 
ours.” skedded for Broadwav pro- 
duction next fall by Eddie Hyans’ 
Wardwin Productions, preemed at 
Theatre-Go-Round last summer. 


Lakeside Tryout 

Reginald Lawrence’s “A Sum- 
mer’s Day” will be tried out at the 
Lakeside Summer Theatre, Land- 
ing, Lake Honatcong, N. J., Aug. 3- 
8. Barn, under the new manage- 
ment of Herbert Machiz. begins its 
season June 29 with “My Three 
Angels.” 

Productions wil] be cffered Tues- 
day-Sunday eves, with Wednesday 
matinees, 





12th Chatham, Mass., Season 

Monomoy : Theatre, Chatham. 
Mass., begins its 12th season June 
30 with “Bell, Book and Candle.” 
Production ‘slate includes the try- 
out of.a new comedy, “The White 
Sheep of the Family.” to be pre- 
sented July 28-31. Performances 
will be offered Wednesday-Satur- 
Gey evenings, with a Thursday mat- 

Pe. 

Tom Tyrell returns to the barn 
as director, while Rose Pasouarelli 
will be generol manager for her 
Seventh year. Mary B. Winslow is 
Owner-producer of the operation. 


Old Log Wnderwav in Mols. 
Minneapolis, June 8. 
Old Log strawhat season here 
acain will comprise .14¢ weeks and 
Will include six Broadway pro- 


_ Barn Season Gets Underway 
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at least' one drama -premiere, ac- 
cording to director Don Stolz. 

Season opens tomorrow (Wed.) 
with “The Fourposter.” Plays to 
be presented for the first time in 
this area are “Love and Let Love,” 
“Jane,” “The Happy Time,” “Re- 
mains to Be Seen,” “His and Hers” 
and “The Big Knife.” 


Vagabonds Get Ready 
Greensboro, N. C., June 8. 
The Vagabond Players, region- 
ally operated pro repertory theatre 
group, are prepping for their 14th 
season June 29 at Flat Rock. The- 
atre again will be a tent, for the 
third season, with a seating ca- 
pacity of 500. 
Robroy Farquhar, who organized 
the Vagabonds in New York in 





1937 and brought the group to Flat 
Rock in 1940, will be the man- 
aging director. 





Chi Barns 
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in “The Showoff” and Wally Cox 
in “The Vegetable Man.” This. is 
Migatz’s fourth year at this. loca- 
tion. : 

Evanston’s Showcase Theatre 
starts its summer schedule tonight 
(Tues.) with Carl Betz, recently 
with the touring “My 3 Angels,” 
starring in Patrick Hamilton’s 
“Rope.” Slated to follow in two 
weeks will be a revue, “On the 
Lighter Side.” Producer Hope 
Summers is lining up names and 
semi-names to round out the hot- 
weather run. 

The East Eden operation opens 
its tent Friday (11) with “Papa Is 
All,” as the first of seven summer 
stock offerings produced by Aleck 
Gingiss, with John Bettenbender 
and Eugene O'Sullivan sharing di- 
rectorial duties. Since East Eden 
sticks to its own repertory group, 
its entire schedule is firmed up. 
“Streetcar Named Desire” follows 
the opener, with “Lady’s Not for 
Burning,” “Anna Lucasta,” “Bell, 
Book and Candle.” “Playboy of 
the Western World” and “Voice of 
the Turtle” logged in, in that or- 
der. 

Tenthouse’s. Seventh _ 

Also bowing this week is Herb 
Rogers’ Tenthouse Theatre in 
Highland Park,. which starts its 
seventh season Friday (11). Rag- 
ers has shelled out.some $60,000 
for a new 1,200-seat theatre-in-the- 
round layout. Featuring the pro- 
fessional company that alternates 
between the Highland Park sum- 
mer theatre and his wintertime 
Palm Springs, Fla., theatre, the 
producer has laid outa 14-week 
season, starting with “The Four- 
poster.” Michael Ferrall returns 
as director. 

Switching to the star policy this 
year is the Music Theatre, non- 
profit enterprise headed up by B. 
K. Goodman and Frank Hutchins, 
which opens Friday (11) with 
“Oklahoma.” John Elliott is get- 
ting star billing as Curly. The 12- 
week schedule will again be di- 
rected by David Tihmar, with Leo 
Kopp conducting. Management is 
dickering for name headliners for 
the subsequent musicals. 

Co-producers Phil Tyrell and 
Tony De Santis launch their Drury 
Lane season June 18, continuing 
with names. Set for the opener of 
the 12-week roster is Margaret 
O’Brien in “Jenny Kissed Me,” 
which will be followed by Kent 
Taylor ,tv’s Boston Blackie) and 
Lois Collier in “There Is Always a 
Murder,” scripted by Ken Parker. 
Paul Crabtree has been brought 
out as director. 

Chevy Chase preems June 22 
under the auspices of Community 
Theatre Assocs., with Lee Fulle 
producer for the resident  com- 
pany. “Papa Is All” launches the 
ll-week program of one-weekers. 

New addition to the Equity ros- 
ter is Playwrights Theatre, which 
has turned pro for its Shakes- 
pearean festival starting June 15. 
Al fresco summer offerings will be 
staged in the courtyard of the Art 
Center under the patronage of 
Mrs. Ellen Borden Stevenson, 
former wife of -the 1952 Demo- 
cratic presidential candidate. 

An added starter joins the Chi 
area summer theatre lineup July 6 
when Marshall Migatz opens the 
Fox Valley Playhouse for a series 
of musicals. Playhouse is a con- 
verted 1,000-seater filmhouse simi- 
lar to Migatz’s Salt Creek Theatre 
already in operation. ‘“Carousel"’ 





leads off the schedule of two- 


duced plays never seen here and! weekers. 








‘Moon? Opener at Burks, : 
Pulls $7,800 for Nine 


New Hope, Pa., June 8. 

“Moon Is Blue,” opening bill at 
the Bucks County Playhouse here, 
Pulled in around $7,800 in nine 
performances: Jerome. Cowan star- 
rer, which played the barn last 
week, had an extra performance 
June 5. House did .near-capaeity 
business at all performances, ex- 
cept the Wednseday and Saturday 
matinees, . 

Top’ at the 432-seater is $3.75 
Saturday night, $3 Wednesday-Fri- 
day night. and $2.50 Monday and 
Tuesday night, with the matinees 
also going at that price. . Capacity 
gross at the barn ‘is $7,000, but 
heavy subscription patronage at re- 
duced fees, cuts into take. -“‘Cock- 
tail: Party,” current tenant-at> the 
silo, was sold out in advance. In- 
cluded in the cast.of the T. S. Eliott 
play, which is. in, for a two-week 
run at the Playhouse,. are Ilka 
Chase, Uta Hagen, Edna Best, Mur- 
ray Matheson, .Philip Bourneuf, 
Cowan and Richard Waring. 


NY. Ballet Sock* 
$47,800, Chi 


4 Chicago, June 8. 
_ With only three attractions split- 
ting the traffic, Loop biz showed 
improvement over. the ‘ previous 
frame.’ Weekend biz was big. Legit 
larder is “down to one entry this 
week with both “Twin Beds” and 
the N.Y. City Ballet exiting. 
Estimates for Last Week ~ 
N.Y. City Ballet, Civic Opera (2d 
wk) ($4.80;- 3,600). Nearly $47,800 
for final ‘eight performances; de- 
parted Sunday (6). 
Twin Beds, Blackstone (2d wk) | 
($3.70;. 1,358); About $11,075; ex-) 
ited Saturday (5). 
Time Out: for Ginger, 
(2ist wk) ($4.15; 1,000) 
Douglas). Topped $16,600. 


‘PORGY & BESS’ $30,500 





Harris 
(Melvyn 








FOR WEEK IN DENVER, 


Denver, June 8. | 

“Porgy and Bess” took in almost | 

$30,500 at the Auditorium here last 

week. Take includes tax, which 
the non-profit show retains. 

Musical is laying off this week 

prior te opening at the Curran 
Theatre, S.F., Monday (14). 


Picnic’ $15,840, L.A.; 








‘King and I’ $53,500 


Los Angeles, June 8. | 
After. one postponement, Leo! 
Fuchs’ production of “The. Come- | 
dian” rekindles the Civic Play-| 
house tonight (Tues.) to give the | 
town three legit offerings. 
Last week, both of the down- 
town houses registered fine busi- | 
ness with their traveling attrac- 
tions. .The Biltmore hit $15,840 for | 
the first stanza of a three-week) 
visit with “Picnic.” Initial two} 
frames are on Theatre Guild sea- | 
son. Across the street “King and | 
I” registered $53,500 for the pial 
frame. 


‘Brig.’ 356, Frisco 


San Francisco, June 8. 
Balmy weather is driving many 
to the hinterlands. Sole legit of- 
fering “Brigadoon,” at the Curran, 
with Pamela Britton, William John- 
son and Dorothy MacNeil, did a 
fair $35,000 for its third week. 








Current Road Shows 
(June 7-19) 





Brigadoon—Curran, S. F. (7-12). 
Evening With Beatrice Lillie 
(Beatrice Lillie)—-Ford’s, Balto. (7- 


12). 

King and I (Yul Brynner, Patri- 
cia Morison)—Philharmonic Aud., 
L. A. (7-19). 

Picnic (‘Ralph Meeker) — Bilt- 
more, L. A. (7-19). 

Porgy & Bess—Curran, S. F. (14- 
19) 


Seven Year Itch (Eddie Bracken) 


—Pabst, Milw. (7-10); Parkway, 
Madison (11-12); Lyceum, Mpls. 
(14-19). ° ‘ 


South Pacific (Jeanne Bal, Webb 
Tilton)—National, Wash. (7-19). 

Time Out for Gingér (Melvyn 
Douglas)—Harris, Chi (7-19). 

Twin Beds—Blackstone, Chi (7- 
12). 


Johnny Martin, from the cast of 
“Indiscretion O6f an American Wife” 
(Col), opens as production singer 
at Bimbo's, Frisco, June 17 for 
six weeks with a brace of six-week 
options. Joey Bishop, comic, opens 
on the same bill. 











Bway Bic i Seaseaal Talsp: 
~ Center $44,200, Fontaine $24,700, 


‘Caine $33,700, ‘Sabrina’ $12,100 


Broadway hit the seasonal skids 
last week following a period of 
snotty and downbeat biz. Virtually 
all but the solid sellouts got 
clipped. Stanza got off to a weak 
start Memorial Day (31), with a 
general sag in attendance at most 
of the holiday matinee and evening 
performances. ' 

Present indications and past 
precedent point to a continuation 
of the decline, with the weaker en- 
tries gradually bowing out. Uusual 
pattern of slack summer trade is 
expected to continue until about 
mid-August. There were no clos- 
ings last week, but “Girl in Pink 
Tights” is scheduled to shutter Sat- 
urday (12). 

Estimates for Last Week 
. Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic designations re- 
fer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, num- 
ber of seats, capacity gross and 
stars. Price includes 10% amuse- 
ment tax, but grosses are net: i.e., 
exclusive of tax. 

_Anniversary Waltz, Broadhurst (C) 
(9th wk; 67; $4.40; 1,160; $28,000) 
(MacDonald Carey, Kitty Carlisle). 
Over $15,400 (‘previous week, $20,- 
600). : 

By the Beautiful Sea, Majestic 
(MC) (9th wk; 68; $6.60; 1,510; 
$58,000) ‘Shirley Booth). Almost 


$40,100, with two theatre parties | 
cutting into take (previous week, | 
400). 


$45,400 

Caine Mutiny Court Martial, 
Plymouth (D) (20th wk; 156; $5.50- 
$4.80; 1,062; $33,500) Barry Sulli- 
van, Lloyd Nolan, John Hodiak). 
Over $33.700 (previous week, $33,- 
700). Barry Sullivan replaced 
Henry Fonda last week. 

Can-Can, Shubert (MC) (57th wk; 
452: $6.60; 1,361; $50,160). Just 


that biz has fallen below capacity 
(previous week, $50,400). 

Carousel, City Center (MC) (lst 
wk; 8; $3; 3.0990; 50,160). Opened 
last Wednesday (2) to unanimously 
affirmative notices, with a gross of 
almost $44,200 for the first eight 
performances, Regular two-week 
limited engagement has been ex- 
tended an extra week until June 20, 
with possibility that stand may be 
stretched even further. 

Fifth Season, Cort (C) (72nd wk; 


571; $4.40; 1.056; $25,227) (Menasha | Katherine Doucet will be 


Skulnik, Richard Whorf). Remained | 
at nearly $14,600. Comedy closes | 
for a summer vacation following 
the June 26 evening performance 


and is scheduled to reopen Aug.| Mined yet. 


22. with replacements for the two) 

Girl in Pink Tights, Hellinger | 
(MC) (14th wk; 107; $6.60; 1,527; | 
$53,000) (Renee Jeanmaire, Charles | 


Goldner). Almost $22,900 (previous | 
week, $31,400); closes Saturday | 
(12). 


Golden Apple, Alvin (MC) (7th | 
wk; 55; $4.40-$3.30; 1,150; $40,807). ' 
Nearly $22,800 (previous week, | 
$24,800). 
John Murray Anderson’s Alma- 
nac, Imperial (R) (26th wk; 204; 
$6.60; 1,400; $50,000) (Hermione | 
Gingold, Billy DeWolfe). Over | 
$22,100 (previous week, $30,400). 
King of Hearts, Lyceum (C) 


(Tom Ewell):: Nearly $16,200 (pre- 
vious week, $18,400). 

id Geld Cadillac, Music Box 
(C) (31st wk; 245; $5.50-$4.40; 1,077; 
$27,811) (Josephine. Hull), ‘Over 
$21,700 (previous week, . $25,000). 
Star still out of the cast, with Ruth 
McDevitt subbing. 

Tea and Sympathy, Barrymore 
(D), (36th wk; 285; $5.50-$4.40; 
1,060; $28,300) (Joan . Fontaine), 
Nearly ‘$24,700 (previous week, 
$28,700). Joan Fontaine replaced 
Deborah Kerr last week. 

Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Beck (C) (34th wk; 272; $5,50-$4.40; 
1,214; $31,681) (David Wayne, John 
Forsythe). Held at nearly $32,200). 

Wonderful Town, Winter Garden 
(MC) (66th wk; 524; $6.60; 1,510; 
$54,173) (Carol Channing). Almost 
$29,000 (previous week, $30,400). 

Miscellaneous 

Sea Gull, Phoenix (D) (4th wk; 
32; $3.30; 1,150; $22,800). Nearly 
$21,000 (previous week, $22,600). 


Olney Barn Thin $2,480 
Teeing Off With ‘Party’; 
Fletcher's Double Duty 


Washington, June 8. 

Olney: (Md.) Theatre, D.C. area’s 
leading strawhatter, did-a thin $2,- 
| 400 for its initial week of the sum. 
mer, with “Cocktail Party.” Bram 
well Fletcher and: Marjorie Gate- 
son were imported from New York 
to handle the leads. 

Olney Theatre is being operated 
for the second year by Players, Inc 
alumni offspring of the Catholic U. 
school of speech and drama. Week 
iruns from Wednesday through 
| Sunday, with Monday and Tuesday 

off. 

| “Cocktail Party,” looking some- 
what stronger at the boxoffice foi 
\its second and final week, got fa- 








| $48,000, first time in show’s run | vorable reviews from the Baltimore 


|critics and rough ones, generally, 
|from the Washington papers. Re- 
sult is that the theatre, located 
labout half way between the two 
:cities, is drawing. strongly from 
j Baltimore and not so well from 
|'D. C., so far. 
' In addition to his acting chores, 
|Fletcher is directing “Outward 
| Bound,” second play of the season, 
| which opens June 16 fora fortnight 
stand. Margaret Wycherly and 
down 
New York as guest stars. 
Third and fourth. plays wiil be 
“Candida” and Venus Observed,” 
although their order isn't deter- 
Margaret Phillips will 
star in both. . 


‘PACIFIC’ $31,000 FOR 
3D WASHINGTON WEEK 


Washington, June 8. 


Third week of “South Pacific” at 
the National Theatre drew aimost 
$31,000 at the wickets. 

Advance sale, however, is build- 
ing and is larger now than when 
the production opened, so _ that 
stronger weeks are ahead, accord- 
ing to house manager Ed Plohn. 








(10th wk; 74; $5.50-$4.40; 995; $23,- | Chilly Opener For ‘Madam’ 


389) (Donald Cook, Jackie Cooper). 
Almost $13,700 (‘previous week, | 
$16,100). 

Kismet, Ziegfeld (MD) (27th wk; | 
212; $6.60; 1,528; $57,908) (Alfred | 
Drake). Over $56,100 (previous | 
week, $58,000). 

Oh Men, Oh Women, Miller (C), 
(25th wk; 206; $5.50-$4.40; 920: 
$23,248) (Franchot Tone). Nearly | 
$15,700 (previous week, $17,500). | 

Ondine, 46th St. (D) (JGth wk; 
124; $7.15; 1,139; $41,644) (Audrey | 
Hepburn, Me! Ferrer). Over $41,000 | 
(previous week, $42,292); closes 
July 3. 

Pajama Game, St. James (MC) 
(4th wk: 28; $6.60; 1.571; $51,717) 
(John Raitt, Janis Paige, Eddie 
Foy, Jr.). Nearly $51,400, with one 
theatre party cutting into take 
(previous week, $51,600). 

Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker, | 
Coronet (C) (23rd: wk; 181; $7.15; 
1,027; $28.262) (Burgess Meredith, 


Martha Scott). Almost $14,700 | 
(previous week, $16,000). 2 
Sabrina Fair, Royale (C) (29th 


wk; 229; $5.50-$4.40; 1,172: $29,000). 
Almost $12,100 ‘previous week, 
$26,800). Leora Dana and Tod 
Andrews tooks over last week for 
Margaret Sullavan and Joseph 
Cotton. 

Seven Year Itch, Fulton ‘C) ‘81st 
wk; 645; $5.50-$4.40; 1,063; $24.000) 


In St. Louis With 536 Take 


St. Louis, June 8. 

A crowd of 7,500, for an esti- 
mated gross of $5,500 was on deck 
Thursday (4) for the teeoff of the 
36th consecutive season of the 
Municipal Theatre Assn. that spon- 
sors al fresco entertainment in 
Forest Park. The first local out- 
door presentation of “Call Me Ma- 
dam,” has Elaine Stritch, Russell 
Nype, Ken Smith and Dorothy 
Coulter in the lead roles. 

It was the coldest opening in the 
organization’s history, with the 
temperature just above 50. The 
play runs 11 nights and will be fol- 
lowed by “New Moon” Monday 
(44). 


‘Ttch’ Fast 1836, Cleve., 2d 


Cleveland, June 8. 
Second week of “Seven Year 
Itch” dragged in around $18,500, 
extra good, at the Hanna last week. 
Comedy topped by Eddie Bracken 
drew $19.137 on initial stanza in 
the 1.500-seater with a $3.50 top. 
House managed by Milton Krantz 
officially closed its season Sunday 
'(6). 
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Kilgallen Vs..Drugeists, 

Nation’s druggists are up in arms 
over a portion of a Dofothy Kil- 
gailen column last month in which 
she reported that a “startling re- 
port” is being drawn up in Wash- 
ington which will reveal that “hun- 
dreds” of pharmacists who make 


narcotie prescriptions are them- 
seivée addicts. What's got the 
druggists boiling is (1) Miss Kil- 
gallen is a panelist on “What's My 
Line?” sponsored by Stopette and 
Remington razors, both sold in 
drug stores; (2) her local radio hus- 
band-and-wife show has drug spon- 
sors; and (3) in the midwest and 
west, drug stores have newsstands 
which carry papers containing her 
King Features column. 

Migs Kilgallen’s report. was 
vigorously denied by Federal Nar- 
cotics Bureau Comr. Harry J. An- 
slinger, who called it untrue and 
said druggists are “no problem” as 
far as addiction was concerned. He 
released figures showing that there 
have been only 23 drug addicts 
among pharmacists in the past four 
years. There’s no organized cam- 
paign among drug associations or 
publications to reach Miss Kilgal- 
len’s sponsors, but druggists are 
writing to them individually. But 
the upcoming (14)«issue of “Drug 
Topics,” national trade publication, 
will urge druggists to write to 
King Features and the N.Y. Jour- 
nal-American to protest the piece 
and demand a public apology. Edi- 
torial calls the piece “irrespon- 
sible” and “untrue,” says the drug- 
gists were “unjustly smeared” and 
calls on them to “protest this 
slander.” 





Ball Story 

Somebody, obviously, was des- 
tined to do a paper-bound book on 
the jet-propelled success story of 
Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz and 
that somebody turned out to be 
Eleanor Harris, a knowledgeable 
hand at interviewing and a free 
lance contributor to the stands. 


The Harris document is entitled 
“The Real Story of Lucille Ball’ 
(Farrar, Straus & Young with Bal- 
lantine Books; 35c) and it is a sym- 
pathetic, briskly contrived job al- 
though not the Pulitzer Prize for 
a biography next year. Author 
makes it, abundantly clear that 
Lucy and Desi have a pure gold 
mine in the “I Love Lucy” prop- 
erty for many semesters to come. 
She reveals that they collected 
$250,000 in salaries during 1953 
from M-G-M for making. “The 
Long, Long Trailer” and their tv 
1953 paychecks came to $234,000, 
while they netted in the region of 
$1,100,000 from their two corpora- 
tions. Their net income for 1953, 
before taxes, was more than $1,- 
500,000, a tidy stipend indeed for 


the one-time struggling jane from | 


Jamestown, New York. 


Furthermore, the book opens 
windows on the Lucille Ball earth- 
shaking 1953 maternity case and 
ventilates the business of her 
grandpop’s interest in the Commu- 
nist Party. The Lucy-Desi marital 
Spats get a vigorous airing and the 
author gives a candid account of 


Lucy’s showbiz struggles in New | 


York and Hollywood. Miss Harris 
tells of Lucy’s phobias (the actress 
can't stand pictures of brides on 
walls, plates, lamps, etc., and being 
too close to people) and describes 
her practical joking, her mimicry 
and her rather unpretentious way 
of life. There’s also considerable 
Hollywood ephemera in the beok, 
all told swiftly and entertainingly. 
Ranson, 





Love Is With It 


“Freakshow” by Jacquin Sanders 
(Little, Brown; $3.50), is an unusu- 


al first novel with a carnival back- | 


ground, Author knows his midway, 
and has created a gallery of memo- 
rable characters, Off-beat romance 
between Sanders’ leading-man, a 
pro wrestler, and a girl in the 
freak tent, is handled credibly. 
Books sags in latter stretches when 
it leaves the carney and bogs down 
in a Texas tank town and cala- 
oose, Down, 





Coke Delano Memoirs 

Jorge (Coke) Delano, Chile’s top 
Caricaturist who also gained fame 
as a film produ¢er, has delivered 
the manuscript of his biography to 
Zig-Zag Pubtishers, under the title 
re Soy Tu” (“J-Am You”). Book 
S an anecdotal record of Chilean 
lth paper, film, theatrical and po- 
‘tical history, together with the 
Rory of the famous cartoon week- 
\. opaze, founded by Delano. It 
slso tells of Coke’s several visits to 
Pllywood and his winning of the 
aang Moors Cabot Award. It will 
- ntain some 200 drawings by the 
uthor, including his first sketch, 
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|which he sold for 10 pesos in 1910, 
when he was 14 years old. 


The memoirs start off with 
something on the macabre side— 
his funeral and the eulogy pro- 
nounced over his grave in Santi- 
ago’s General Cemetery by Oscar 
Fuenzalida, director of Zig-Zag 
magazine. The description of the 
services and the address were writ- 
ten by Coke himself. Prolog is by 
Antonio Romera, himself a cartoon- 
ist, writer and art critic. Coke be- 


retired from active supervision of 
Topaze. To keep from getting 
bored, he started writing his me- 
moirs. He still keeps a hand in 
the caricature biz by doing a few 
sketches a week for the newspaper, 
El Diario Ilustrado. 

Delano is a relative of the 
Roosevelt family, via an ancestor 
who fought in Chile’s war of in-| 
dependence. 





Kettering’s. Award 


A legit pressagent has taken the 
annual award for a publicity cam- 
paign made by the National Ad- 
vertising Agency Network. Ralph 
Thomas Kettering, Chi drum- 
beater, won out over 400 entries 
for his campaign for the Georgian 
Bay Line, which operates two 
cruise ships. 

Kettering, incidentally, has been 
signed as p.a. of the road company 
of “Caine Mutiny Court Martial,” 
which opens in San _ Francisco 
July 5. He handled the advance 
for the Broadway company at the 
Plymouth, ; 





CHATTER 


Frank Gruber’s latest novel, 


in September by Rinehart. - 


Michael Howard, English acto 
doing drama reviewing chores f: c 
Evening Dispatch, Edinburgh. 


land. 

Gordon Irving, VArtEty’s Scot- 
land mugg, penned “Secrets of 
Show Business” series for Scottish 
Daily Record, Glasgow. 

Robert Downing has an article, 


liam Betty, child actor of the early 
Arts magazine. 


Eagle was cut down to eight pages 
soon after most of the composing 
room staff went on strike\June 1, 
claiming that management had re- 


tion by the International Typo- 
graphical Union (AFL). 

Kenneth Myer, BBC scripter for 
the “In Town Tonight” series and 
editor of thg Writer, monthly mag 
for journalists and authors, has ac- 
quired the publication, which was 
formerly under the control of 
Hutchinson & Co. He will continue 
with his BBC activities. 

Eric. P. Kelly, writer of chil- 
dren's books, best known of which 
is “The Trumpeter of Krakow,” 
published in 1928 and now in its 
29th printing, is retiring at end of 
the current academic year as pro- 
|fessor of journalism at Dartmouth 
College in Hanover, N. H 


editor of the Los Angeles Times, 
succeeding the late Edwin Strong. 


lisher and editor of the Chicago 
Tribune, set to visit Scotland end 


tional Festival at Edinburgh. 

Osear Dystel is new President 
and Director of Bantam Books. Vet 
magazine exec and presently with 
Parents, he takes over July. Sidney 
Kramer was re-elected Vice Presi- 
dent, Secretary and Treasurer of 
Bantam while Walter Pitkin, Jr., 
Executive Vice President and a Di- 
rector, is out. 

Francis P. Kimball, editorial di- 
rector of the New York State Dept. 
iof Commerce, author of historical 
books and former Albany news- 
paperman, is serving as historical 
consultant and publicity chairman 
for the “Cradle of Union” 200th 
anni celebration authorized by 
Congress for Albany week of June 
20 





Roy Thomson, head of The Scots- 
man Publications, Edinburgh, said 


mediately publish in Canada ,a 
North American edition of the 
Weekly Scotsman, which already 
|has a wide circulation among exiled 
'Scots in the Dominion. Thomson 
said they would fly the matrices to 
Canada. 

Bill Ornstein, Metro (N.Y.) trade 
contact, appears in the June issue 
of The American Jewish Times 
Outlook with a short story, “Ma 
and the Actress.” Same yarn ran 
in three parts in The American 
Hebrew .some months ago. It’s one 
of the few Jewish stories he has 








came ill a couple of years ago and | 


written that isn’t in his books, 
“Ma and Me” or “Deep Currents.” 

“The Chartered Libertine,” ‘by 
Ralph Allen, editor of Maclean’s 
magazine, a novel just’ published 
by Macmillan, has a baseball-team 
owner and magazine publisher out 
to publicize a ladies’ softball team 
of his.. Unable to pact Ethel Mer- 
man, Lena Horne or Betty. Grable, 
he sends his male secretary-to Den- 
mark to get “that operation.” 


When the latter returns as a rav- 
ishing femme, the hoss falls in loye 
with her. 
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‘he must resort to artificial means 
to prolong his career. 


Even Head Rugs 


ing what is known variously as hair 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


7 By Frank Scully 
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Whenever Hollywood and Rome get together, you can bank on 


unreality being laid on with a gilded trowel. 

Whether it’s “Ben Hur” or “Quo Vadis,” “Roman Holiday” or “Three 
Coins In The Fountain,” the over-romanticized result is the same. 
I haven’t seen Warner’s “Helen of Troy,’ Joe Mankiewicz’s ‘The 
Barefoot Contessa,” De Sica’s ‘Indiscretions of: An American Wife,” 
of Humphrey Bogart’s version of “Beat The Devil,” but I'd be willing 
to lay fairly reckless odds that they follow to the same balloonatic 
fringe. 

But in the fictional field, the idee fixe among Hollywood producers 
seems to be that no one in Dullditch, U.S.A., will believe a story 
involving the Jess spiritual side of the Eternal City unless every one 
of its seven modest hills seems to photograph as higher than Mt. 
Whitney. The only exéeption was “The Immortal City,” and that 





The list of top names in tv wear- | 


was a documentary dealing chiefly with the art of the Vatican. 
This exaggeration reached its peak of peaks in “Three Coins In 
|The Fountain.” The picture was drowning in fountains. They all 


pieces, divots, toupees and head | heldewater. The same could hardly be said of the story. 

rugs is a long one and the fittings| I used to hear Russians in Europe beef about the propaganda in 
are so intricately skilled that it'| American pix and I never quite saw what they meant until I watched 
requires the closest'inspection to the weapon applied in ‘Fountain.” 


Clifford Hanley, travel editor of 


“Boy Wonder,” dealing with Wil- 


James Toland is the new Sunday |’ 


Col. Robert R. McCormick, pub- | 


of August and o.o. the Interna- | 


in Edinburgh he would almost im- | 


detect the new “seeding.” The 
shops that advertise natural growth 
of hair on thé’skull’s epidermis get 


men. The process is both too slow 
and has yet to prove efficacious to 


profession. . 
Vanity becomes a factor with the 


wearing is not their own. Hair- 
layers are equally secretive about 
the identities of their clients. It 
is no secret, however, that where 


they are now being made for the 
many—since the advent of televi- 
sion. Wigs are something else 
again, as touchy with the femmes 
(as “falsies.”” These run into im- 





“Bugles West,” will be published! ‘ortant money, bringing as high as | 
150, the quality and size of the | 
ll covering being the price fac- 


| tor. 
| Hair pieces for the male. which 


| also include wigs for the male with- 
Daily Record, Glasgow, back home | out any hirsute fringe, range in’ 
from o.0.'ing tourist scene in Fin-| price from $50 to $125 for the | 
These are the kind you | 
see on your telesets and look so. 
i“for real” that one is more ad- 
That lit- 
j;tle upward tuft in the front is 
| generally the giveaway, say studio | 
Sophie of West-| 
19th century, in the June Theatre| more’s, who has fitted more skulls 
| than any other cranium rug layer, 
The Claremont (N. H.) Daily | says she can pick ‘em out every | 
| time on screen or tube. Her secret: | 


toupee. 
| 


miring than suspicious. 


|makeup men. 


“T know where to look.” 


Where does the hair come from? ' 


fused to recognize its representa- | Europe is the biggest exporter of 


| human hair. It’s big business over 
there and some of the shag is taken 
| from deceased. It’s a booming biz 


_that tv has incubated, or one might | 


| say, inherited from the picture stu- 


| dios. Shops have mushroomed like | 
tan atom cloud and at the more es- | 


| tablshed salons reservations must 
| be made weeks in advance. What 
|is woman’s crowning glory be- 
comes man’s straw of survival— 
professionally. 














‘ception of the inn was being fol- 
|lowed by its new owners. Consid- 


ered a historical monument, noth- 


ing can be radically changed here. | 


| Just before the opening, the 
canny clanners of the Isle tried to 
|put a damper on things by invok- 
jing cabaret and license laws and 
{insinuating that the historical 
|monument would be violated by 


'the newcomer. To soothe things, 


\the head of the Society was in- | 


| vited to the party and liked the 
| physical aspect of the place, 


|which was so well conceived and | 


|decorated by Lucille Little, and 
|eame over to the other side. Now 
he just wants to know what will be 
done with it. 

Even Minevitch is not certain 
now. He liked the challenge of re- 
storing this colorful inn, and cre- 
ated the neatest looking cave in 
| Paris, with its spaciousness, a 
|ecleverly placed side stage and a 
piano. If he decides to make it into 
a private club it might open later 


this season or sometime next sea- | 


son. He has an idea for a private 
windup club which Paris so badly 
needs. Members would get special 
rates on meals and tabs, and a 
special sort of script money might 
| be issued by the club for payments 
on the premises. Nothing is defi- 
nite so far, except that Minevitch 
|has succeeded in building the 
| smartest-looking cave and club in 
| Paris. In the cellar were discovered 
some subterranean streets and a 
‘tunnel running to the Bastille, 


short shrift from the aging leading | 


meet the stern demands of their | 


highly sensitive actor and few will | 
openly admit that the hair they’re | 


hair pieces were made for the few | 


Minevitch’s Inn | 
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| It’s a peculiar kind of propaganda. It’s a glamorizing of people 
'and props—and even prunes, if they have anything to do with the 
| picture. 

| . The Italians live all their lives amid the wonders of Rome, splendors 
| of Florence and aqua-taxis of Venice. But do they make pictures like 
| “Fountain” and -“‘Holiday?” 

| They make “Open City,” “The Bicycle Thief” or “The Little World 
|of Don Camillo” instead, Frankly, I don’t believe any American 
; producer has the viscera or the humor to make a picture like “Don 
Camille.” They see no humor in Communists and very little in the 
clergy. : 

It’s usually those who are closest to a menace who see no humor 
| in it, but on this occasion it’s the other way around. The Americans 
are scaring each other stiff with the bogeyman. The Italians are 
playing it for laughs and good, holy laughs they are too. 

To the Americanos this is carrying whimsy over the dam into death 
and destruction. It isn’t realistic. Their idea of realism is to dow 
| stenographers up like contessas, give them villas to live in (such as 
| the House of Savoy never enjoyed), equip them with cars like film 
stars, invite them to cocktail parties otherwise reserved for top level 
diplomats ang beautiful spies—all these anomalies in a picture seem 
quite plausible to our Hollywood peddlers of bourgeois propaganda. 

Too Doped To See? 
| Do they fear a revolt among Manhattan homebodies holding down 
' dull secretarial jobs under duller bosses? Why should they? Haven't 
| they been feeding home stenogs similar exaggerations of their domestic 
contempoyaries for years? 

Well, what is life really like for a Pitman princess abroad? In the 
first place, she either would have to know at least three languages 
or compete for the padrone’s favors with gals who did. 

Native girls familiar with several languages don’t earn as much 
as those in America who are familiar with one. None? Okay, none! 

In fact, many European Gregg-gals earn so little that the equivalent 
of $25 a week wouid be big money. They have to live and dress 
on that, save some for their parents or help out in a home of their 
own. Their homes don’t look like Skid Row but they don't look 
anything like the villa Dorothy McGuire, Jean Peters and Maggie 
McNamara shared in “Fountain.” In fact, few villas of the rich look 
as rich as theirs. 


Webb Teps Maugham Et Al 

As for clothes, these secretaries changed more often than models. 
, And they were obviously most expensive clothes. Miss McGuire, having 
slugged for a solvent author for 15 years, must have been paid in 
Dutch guilders to dress the way she did. 

{ I've seen the workshops of many eminent authors abroad and none 
of them touched this Sharwell’s, as played by Clifton Webb. Somerset 
| Maugham in his heyday at Villa Mauresque, H. G. Wells in his Lou 
Pidou and Max Beerbohm in his Rapallo villa owned slums compared 
to Webb’s palace of prose in Rome. 

In my day, E. Phillips Oppenheim had the richest looking usine 
des paroles on the contirent. It bordered the golf course at Nice. 
But it couldn’t compare with this villa Webb was using as a house 
of fame. 

To come down to my own level of authors abroad, I would say I 
lived better than most peasants. So did Kay Boyle, Theodore Pratt, 
Ernest Hemingway, George Anthiel, Hamilton Gibbs and F. Scott 
| Fitzgerald, to name a few. But all of us did without a lot of comforts 
considered essential even on farms in America. 

If we could afford secretaries, we paid them about 1,200 francs 
or liras a month. In those days that worked out at $12 to $15 a week. 
These were girls, mind you, who knew at least two languages perfectly. 
In fact I had one who seemingly knew every language except my 
sort of English. I taught her mine with the aid of copies of Varigery 
and after two years she was splitting my income 50-50. In other 
words, she was up to $15 a week. 

As a secretary, nurse, chauffeur and translator, it was becoming 
increasingly evident that I had a property I could ill afford to keep 
and even less afford to lose. So I married her and gypped her out 
of all her salaries. 

i The Pinch Sans Cops 

Far from being insulted at having her bottom pinched by a passing 
young man, as Maggie McNamara seemed to, most stenos would look 
on neglect of this as proof they were passe. 

Worse than Rome in this respect is the Galleria of Milan. There 
female window-shoppers have reported that at the end of the day 
their bottoms were sorer than their feet. 

Why this has become such a national characteristic of flattery, 
no student of protocol has ever explained, It’s of course more intimate 
than a wolf-whistle, but certainly less so than being caught in a 
subway crush around Times Square. 

My secretary reminds me as I dictafe that while ItaMan young 
men may be all attention when young ladies are window-shopping, 
they have no attention whatever to spare when these same joung 
ladies are trying to get their baggage through customs. 

She reminds me that when she was young and 20 and we were 
passing through customs between France and Italy, all politesse 
stopped at the French frontier. The Italian customs officers looking 
over her baggage, pointed to one which they would like to have 
opened. It was the biggest. She had to lug it to the customs rack. 

In attempting to lift it that high, she stumbled and fell. All those 
handsome young Italians who would be so quick to goose a girl win- 
dow-shopping at the Galleria, didn't move an eye as she sprawled 
on top of her suitcase. They all stood at attention till she picked 
herself up and ultimately got her suitcase on the rack ifidicated. To 
have asked, “Is there a gentleman in the house?,” would not have 
produced even a smile. It obviously was the wrong house. 

In all fairness, this sort of thing becomes less apparent in any 
country the farther one gets from its frontiers, and this is true in 
Italy as well as elsewhere. 

But I didn’t even observe on this level that Miss McNamara had 
any trouble whatever. She shot through customs with the speed of 
light. Jean Peters picked up her bags, escorted her to a deluxe open 
car and they were off—to the Secretary’s Shangri-La. 
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Broadway 


Agent Izzy Grove, the former 
pug, barmitzvahing his son, War- 
ren, next Saturday (19). 

Ira Beck, Warner Bros. manager 
in Colombia, Seuth America, va- 
cationing in New York. 


Deborah Kerr and husband An- 
thony Bartley sailing today (Wed.) 
for London on the Queen Mary. 

Pianist Claudio Arrau returned 
from London Friday (4) after com- 

leting a three-month tour of 
Europe. 

Larry Parks and his actress- 
wife, Betty Garrett; the David 
Nivens, songstress Vera Lynn and 
bandleader Ray Noble sailed for 
Europe tast week on the Queen 
Elizabeth. 


Dr. Maurice Valency, who trans- | 
lated several French plays for the | 
Broadway stage, back from Europe 
today (Wed.) on the Nieuw Amster- 
dam, accompanied by his wife. 

Lili St. Cyr’s 10 Favorite men 
as told in Top Secret mag: Victor 
Mature, Yul Brynner, Artie Shaw, 
Clifton Webb, Armando Orsini 
(one of her exs) Harold Minsky, 
Jr., Fernando Lamas. 

Comic-impressionist Will Jordon, 
who winds up an engagement at 
La Vie En Rose on June 13,*head- 
ing for the Coast to test for a role 
in Leland Hayward’s film produc- 
tion of “Mr. Raberts.” 

Sir Philip Warter, board chair- 
man of Associated British Picture 
Corp., returning to Britain today | 
(Wed.) after several weeks in the | 
U.S. for huddles with Warners and 
Allied Artists officials.’ 

Phillip Bloom, N.Y. City Ballet | 
and N.Y. City Opera Co. publicity | 
head, flying to Europe Friday (11) | 
for six weeks on combined biz-va- 
cation trip. Will discuss details of 
ballet troupe’s European visit next 
spring. 

Vilma Kurer, winner of a Clar- 
ence Derwent award for her per- 
formance in Elmer Rice’s “The 
Winner,” signed for the top femme 
role in “Dark Violence,” the indie 
film production which writer- pro- 
ducer Paul Burton-Mercur places 
before the cameras in August. 


Chicago 

Ralph Marterie at Aragon last | 
Thursday (3). 

Vernon Herndon, general man- 
ager of Palmer House, and spouse 
adopted a son last week. 

Red Buttons, Jan Murray, andj, 
Morton Downey here today (Wed.) | 
for Knights of Columbus-CYO | 
rally at Chicago Stadium. 








Dhery’s new zany revue, “Head’s 
Up,” which goes into Theatre Va- 
rieties this season. 

Plush Elephant Blanc here has 
the orch go into a special carioca 
number whenever Ali Khan comes 
in. It has a refrain which sounds 
just like “Ali Khan.”) 

Alfred Hitchcock starts his 43d 
film in rolling with “(atch a 
Thief” (Par) on the Riviera, with 
Cary Grant. Many French actors 
will work in the film. 

With a Technicolor lab in the 
offing here, Centre National Du 
Cinema distributed -special color 
wheels and instructions for better 
tinting to producers here. 

Henry Hathaway also on the 
Riviera shooting exteriors for the 
20th-Fox’ “The Racer,” with How- 
ard Vernon and Andree Teillon 
doubling Kirk Douglas and Bella 
Darvi. . 

Academy of Disks releasing fig- 
ures cose be effect that 4,800,00 
records were pressed here last 
year with 3,500,000 of them in the 
78 and 45 rpm sphere, and 1,300,- 
000 in the 33 setup which is be- 
ginning to catch on here. 

Cinematheque, local film mus- 
eum, organizing Erich von Stro- 
heim festival. Actor-director, who 
lives here, has completed second 
volume of his novel, “Fires of St. 
John,” to be published in French 
this month. 


About 138 foreign films will be 
allowed dubbing visas in France 
next season beginning July 1. Pix 
having won a prize at the Cannes 
Film Fest will be permitted an 
extra visa. Countries which have 
favored the distribution of French 
pix will also receive special visas. 


Omaha 


By Glenn Trump : 
Capitol Beach park opened in 
Lincoln. 
Wayne, Neb., Kiwanians booked 
Don Cossack chorus for Oct. 23. 
Kelly & Miller circus using 





London 


Marjorie Main here from Rome 
for short vacation. 


Tay Garnett arrived via the 
we to set up a British picture 

eal. 

Excerpts from nine Rita Hay- 
worth pix are to be featured in a 
BBC-TV radio program next Sat- 
urday (12). 

Donald Peers sailed last week 
for Australia for a series of com- 
mercial radio broadcasts and 
vaude tour. 

Barney Balaban, accompanied 
by Loren L. Ryder, due in London 
next week for the British demon- 
stration of VistaVision. 

Larry Adler starts a new disk 
jockey series next Sunday (13) in 
which he will give a live har- 
monica recital each week. 

Richard Widmark, here to star 
in Warwick’s “A Prize of Gold,” 
made his BBC-TV debut last Sun- 


Q | day (6) on “What’s My Line?” 


Joseph.A. McConville, Lacey W. 
Kastner, Bernard Zeeman and 
Lawrence Hy, Lipskin in town for 
Columbia’s 21st sales convention. 

David Niven arrived here Mon- 
day (7) to start his starring role in 
the new Woolf Bros. opus, “Car- 
rington, V. C.,” which is based on 
last year’s legit hit. 

Bill (Hopalong) Boyd accom- 
panying the 48 American boys 
chosen from each of the 48 U. S. 
States who will be guests of the 
London Variety tent; due here 
July 15. 

Charles Laughton omitted from 
his mother’s will because he has 
carved out his own career and 
“not because he is any less dear to 
me than my other sons.” Mrs. 
Laughton left more than $70,000. 

Joan Greenwood back in London 
after her Broadway appearance in 
“The Confidential Clerk’ and will 
attend the charity preem of 
“Father Brown,” the Alec Guin- 
mess starrer, at the Plaza next 
Thursday (17). 

Robert Clark, head of Associ- 





ated British Elstree Studios, sailed 
on the Queen Mary for New York 
‘last Thursday .(3). Robert Lewis, 


strong tieups with Chevrolet deal-| who directed “Teahouse of the 


ers in area. 

Centennial managing director 
Alfred Stern in New York to sign 
acts for celeb shows. 

Spike Jones show played Pioneer 
Theatre as a highlight of NeBraska 
City’ Centennial June 8. 

Page Cavanagh Trio date at An- 
gelo’s is third time in for outfit 
there in less than two years. 

Earl Newberry in from Chicago 


| to watch his Tournament of Thrills | 





August Moon,” picked up the 


| liner at Cherbourg. 


| Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 
Thiele Sisters into Village bar. 
| Top Notes started at Marty Cas- 
| per’s Club Nomade (7). 
| Yacht Club featuring Alverda, 
| Virginia Bruce and Eileen Ander- 


n. 
Bank deposits for Memorial Day 


: : | 
at (King) Cole playing four auto show bow at Playland Park,| weekend were $709,907 ahead of 


shows on Friday nights at Chez! 
Paree, an uncommon diet for any | 
Chi room, for prom crowds. 


Council Bluffs, Ia. 
Tex Beneke show, featuring Prof. 
Backwards, due at Ak-Sar-Ben 


_ June 1 last year. 


| Ben Hogan drew capacity audi- 
| ences when he appeared at the At- 


Lippe & Balisch, adagio team of latter part of month; Jack Webb | antic City Country Club June 6-7. 


Hilton ice show, returning to their | 
home in Garmisch, Germany; Bil | 
| 


‘Griffin and Trudy Bacherer accom- 


panying them to open Casa Carioca | 
in Garmisch on July 1. 
Conrad Hilton here this week to; 


is booked for July. 

Gene Raymond doing 15-day re- 
serve hitch with Strategic Air 
Command at Offutt Air Force 
Base here: he’s a major. 

Nicky Francis, tramp clown on 


| Bamboo room, new nightspot lo- 
cated in mid-city, had formal 
opening Saturday (5) offering Art 
| Barker trio. 

| Jack Beck in town to prepare 
for opening of uptown Globe 


deliver commencement address for Super Circus tv program, joined | where burlesque again will be of- 


De Paul University today (Wed.)’ 
which is being aired coast-to-coast 
over CBS; he’s accompanied here 
by his publicist, Fred Joyce. | 

Margie Lee, who last week closed | 
six-month stand at Conrad Hilton 
as topper of Boulevard Room ice 
revue, now vacationing in Florida; 
returns in July to begin rehearsals | 
for new show, “Skating Stars.” 


Havana 


Leo Overland’s Tournament of 
ag auto troupe at Playland 
ark. 


Santiago _ 


Adelicui Millar in to take over 


| Chile Films. 


Helia Grandon to Buenos Aires 
for tele shows. 

Kobi Novi, Javanese looker, 
warbling at Radio Corporation. 





Radio Announcers World Con- 
vention scheduled to be held in 
Havana next month. 

Kid Gavilan, world welterweight 
champ, organized the Gavilan 
Sepies, a song and dance group, 
now at the Palette nitery. He may 
take unit north. 

The Cuban - American Radio, 
which broadcasts disk jockey pro- 
grams in English, reported as con- 
sidering purchase of other sta- 
tions, and becoming a chain. 


Paris 


Abel and Grace Green weekend- | 


ing at Deauville. 
Artur Rubinstein in for Palais 
de Chaillot concert June 10. 
Nicole Courcel inked to be Rob- 
ert Lamoureux’s partner in pic, 
“Papa, Mama, Nurse and I.” 
Marcel Marceau into Renais- 


sance with his pantomime troupe | 


for extended summer stint. 

Louis Jourdan announcing that 
he will repeat performance in 
French translation of ‘“Immoral- 
ist” play here early next season. 

Jean-Pierre Aumont will play 
Mare Anthony in the “Julius 
Caesar” directed by -Jean Renoir 
at the coming Arles drame fest. 

John Steinbeck made gift of ar- 
ticle he has written on Robert 
Capa, ace photoman killed in Indo- 
China,.to Magnum, Capa’s photo 
agency. 

Charles Holland, American 
tenor, to head cast of Robert 


« Luis de Catro, recording artist, 
booked for radio appearances in 
Colombia. 

| Enrique Lafourcade, author, to 

Madrid as cultural attache in 
Chilean Embassy. 

Emigdio Alvarez. m.c. of “Cine- 
matogravhic Herald,” daily Show 
/on Radio Sociedad Nacionai de 
Agricultura. 

Sidney Ross Co. _ sponsoring 
“Women’s Prison” on Radio 
Mineria, with Maria Elena Gert- 
ner and Americo Vargas starred. 

Raul Velasco, manager of Radio 
Chilena, became program director 
as well when Raul Aicardi_ re- 
signed to return to his scripting 


|chores for U. S. Information 
| Service. 

Minneanolis 

By Les Rees 


Joe Houston band into Vic’s. 
Starlight club has Harmonicats. 
| Singer Rose Murphy continuing 
at St. Paul Flame. 

Harry James band played Prom 
Ballroom one-nighter. 
| Edyth Bush Little Theatre held 
| over “Love of Four Colonels.” 
“The Fourposter”’ ushers in 14- 
| week Old Log “strawhatter” sea- 
| son. 
| “Seven Year Itch,” at Lyceum 





week of June 14, scaled at $3.85 


| ton. 

| Minneapolis Morning Tribune 
columnist Will Jones hack after 
fortnight New York trek to inter- 
view stage, tv. radio and screen 
stars for his sheet. 


fered starting June 18. 

Ringling Bros. - Barnum and 
Bailey Circus played to 18,000 
plus at two performance here 
June 1. First time circus had 
played resort in four years. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Charley Parker, combo leader, 
collapsed on stand at Blue Note, 
Friday night (4). . 
| Frankie Richardson and Joe 
|Campo are representing the local 





| AGVA branch at the International | 


| convention in Montreal. 


| Local author Harry Kurnitz wil | 


offer shakedown run of new com- 
edy, “Reclining Nude,” here for 
| two weeks starting Sept. 13. 

| Joe Frasetto, the Latin Casino 
|maestro, will transfer to Atlantic 
|City’s 500 Club for his seventh 
| consecutive summer at resort spot. 
| Gene Krupa, Kitty Kallen, EIl- 
|liot Lawrence, Mary Mayo, Bill 
| Darnell, Charley Applewhite and 
Roger Price headed score of stars 
at benefit Sunday (6) in Broad- 
wood Hotel for ailing songstress 
Dolores (Dodie) O'Neil, now a pa- 
tient in Lakewood, N. J., sani- 
tarium. 


San Francisco 


By Ralph Gleason 

Literateur Joe Jackson to N. Y. 
on annual trip. 

Irv Siders, of the Shaw Agency, 
in town seeing contacts. 
| John J. Anthony show into the 
|Curran for one-nighter June 6. 
| Tempest Storm back at the El 
|Rey Theatre in Oakland for the 
|umpteenth time. 
| Phil Harris in town briefly 
while Bing Crosby was visiting 
Gary at the hospital in San Jose. 

Milt Deutsch and Cliff Aronsen 
here lining up fall music dates and 
possible Salute to Glenn Miller 


concert. 
KCBS staffer Bill 





Eisenlord 








now doing month} 
paper backs for 
section. 

Chronicle drama ed Bill Hogan 
ill with mumps. Luther Nichols 
doubling as drama and movie ed 
meanwhile. 

Dave Rose made a quick trip to 
Emeryville to visit East Bay So- 
ciety of. Model Engineers exhibit 
of ‘model trains. 

Louise Cox, KSFO librarian, off 
to Norway as a stewardess on Nor- 
wegian liner, S.S. Buffalo, Nadine 
Simms takes her place. 

Jazz at the Philharmonic, barred 
last year from the San Francisco 
Civic Auditorium, booked back 
after civic authorities reconsid- 
ered. 

Ray Cormeer, author of “Hit 


nicle Be 


and Run Affair,” recently disked 


by Perry Como, in town for d.j. in- 
terviews with Don Genson of 
Leeds. 


Bob Hope’ show, with Les 
Brown, Rusty Draper and Maggie 
Whiting, drew weak house at 
Berkeley Community Theatre, 
May 26, despite last minute price 
slashing on tickets. 


Jimmy Lyons, former disk jockey 
on KNBC, now doing show on 
KDON, Salinas, from studios in 
Monterey and doubling as bar- 
tender at Nepenthe, the Jack 
Bleek’s of Big Sur. 


Athens 


By Irene Velissariou 

Violinist Sigrid Bay here for re- 
citals. 

Charles Morgan in “The River 
Line” at the National Theatre. 

Charles Koon presented “Small 
City” at his new legit house, the 
Arena. 

Blind pianist Georges Themelis 
gavé@ two piano recitals here with 
big success. 

Rome Opers, due next month 
here, will present “Aida” at the 
ancient theatre of Odeaon Herodou 
of Attica. 

Sofia Flicornas (Swedish girls) 
gave performances at ancient the- 
atre of Odeon Herodou of Attica 
with king and queen attending. 

Current American releases in- 
clude “12 Mile Reef” (20th), “The 
Juggler” (Col), “Thunder Bay” 
(U), “Three Sailors and a Girl’ | 
and ‘Spanish Main” (RKO) and 
“Stars and Stripes Forever” (20th). 


Australia 


* By Eric Gorrick 

Wirth’s Circus pulling solid biz 
presently. 

_ Metro releasing Associated Brit- 
ish-Pathe pic of Queen Elizabeth's 
Aussie tour. 

“Reluctant Heroes” bows at 
Roval, Sydney, June 10, for J. C. 
Williamson. 

“Zip Goes _a Million” is real 
winner for David N. Martin at 
Tivoli, Sydney. 

Tommy Trinder deing oke on 
four-week run at Palladium, Syd- 
ney, for Harry Wren. 

German pic, “Blue Mask,” being 
set for Aussie intimate house re- 
lease by Bruno Feller. 

Yankee and British pix,- “Moon 
Is Blue” (UA) and “Genevieve” 
(Rank), setting new records here. 
_ Vienna Boys’ Choir proving hit 
in New Zealand for the Robert 
Kerridge-David N. Martin combo. 

Drive-ins proving popular in 
Melbourne. Plans afoot to intro- 
duce them in the Sydney zone this 
year. 

“South Pacific’ wound a solid 
run in New Zealand for J. C. Wil- 
liamson; show repeats in Aussie 
shortly. 

Charles Chauvel, Aussie pic pro- 
ducer, off to London to set British 


distribution of his locally-made 
Jedda.” Columbia will handle 
here. 

Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Ballet Comique at King’s The- 
atre, Glasgow. 

Alec Finlay opening summer 
stint at Palace Theatre, Dundee. 

_“Doctor in the House,” English 
pic, registering good in Scot cine- 

as. 

Babette & Raoul inked for Tom 
Arnold summer season at South 
Pier, Blackpool. 

Wilson Barrett stock company 


Staged “Murder Mistaken,” by 
Janet Green, at Theatre Royal, 
Glasgow. 


; Derek Rosaire and his palomino, 
“Tony,” inked for winter revue 
Scots Wha Hae” at Metropole, 
Glasgow. 

_Kenneth McKellar, upcoming 
singer, inked for Howard & Wynd- 
ham pantomime in Glasgow at 
Christmas. 

Jimmy Logan in from American 
trek and rehearsing for “Half- 
Past Eight” revue at King’s The- 
atre, Edinburgh. 

Betty & John Wardell, Dutch 
dancing duo, to The Hague, Cannes 
and Zurich for dates after stint at 
Pavilion, Glasgow. 


Hollywood 


Gary Cooper back from Mexico 
City stay. 
Marilyn Monroe ill with attack 
of influenza. 


Jack Webb winding “Dragnet” 
chores at WB. ; 


George Marshall celebrated his 
40th anni as a director Monday (7), 
William F. Broidy returned from 
rnd trek to N. Y., Boston and 


Charles P. Skouras returned to 
his desk following five-week trip to 
Honolulu: 

Rex Reason resumed use of his 
real name after U-I changed it to 
Bart Roberts. 

Art Linkletter and Robert Cum- 
mings and their families vacation- 
ing at Waikiki. 

Ralph’ Ferrin back from India 
where he filmed background foot- 
age for “Mahaboo.” 

Car! Dudley to Europe to dis- 
cuss deals with foreign producers 
on use of his Vistarama. 5 

Walter Reade Jr., prexy of TOA, 
to be guest of honor and speaker 
at MPIC meeting June 16. 

Nicholas Ray is recovering from 
eye injury sustained on “Run for 
Cover” lacation in Colorado. 

Y. Frank Freeman back at Parae 
mount office following Chi trek 
for VistaVision demonstrations. 

Raymond Massey skied from his 
Connecticut farm for filming of 
“East of Eden” at Salinas, Calif. 

Ben Kalmenson, WB veepee for 
distribution, in huddles with Jack 
L. Warner on upcoming product. 
. Jones Bros. bookéd at South 
Seas opening after Delta Rhythm 
Bovs finished longrun engagement. 

Edward Dmytryk and David 
Lewis en route to London to prep 
July 5 start of “End of the Affair.” 

Frank Borzage, who repped 
AMPP at Tokyo Film Festival, 
planed back from Orient with 
wife. 

David Rose planed to N. Y. for 
confab with Deborah Kerr on 
“End of the Affair,” in which she 
will star. 

Jimmy Jamerson new master of 
ceremonies at Pearl City Tavern, 
with Moshi Moshi Girls and Ano- 
ne Dolls. Japanese dancers. 

“Amahl and the Night Visitors*® 
and “Gianni Schicchi,” presented 
bv Hawaii -U. Theatre Group and 
Music Department, drew capacity 
audiences. 

Niumalu Hotel’s Hawaiian-Poly- 
nesian floor show is proving a solid 
draw, with Theresa K. Malani, Lit- 
tle Joe. Kalani, Tom _ Leslie, 
George Naove and his Hula Maid- 
ens: and Billy Hew-Len’s orch 
featured, all Islanders. 


Vienna 
By Emil W. Maass 

Burgtheatre to Hamburg for 
first tele show. 

Ernst Marischka started filming 
“Circus King” at Sievering Studio. 

Brazil film star Alberto Ruschel 
will play lead in “Girl of the 
Danube,” film comedy. 

Martha Graham Ballet inked for 
appearances in Volksopera during 
Vienna Music Festivals. 

Stanley Weiner and Maria 
Stoesser played American compo- 
sitions in Cosmos USFA Theatre. 

Salzburg Aicher Puppet Theatre 
will”go on tour of U.'S.. Japan, 
Australia and India after Salzburg 
Festival. 

20th-Fox sued by heirs of Marco 
Brociner, charging  vlagiarism. 


| Thev claim that “All About Eve” 


is identical with a play which 
Brociner had written. 


Pittsburgh 


- By Hal V. Cohen 

Maurice Spitalny and his wife 
celebrated their 39th wedding 
anni. 

Kaethe Madigan signed for & 
film the Hotels Assn. is making in 
Cuba. 

_Harry Kodinskys went to Gros- 
singer’s to spend their second 
wedding anni. 

Jackie Heller sticking around 
town until his old Carousel re- 
opens as a bar and lounge. 

Evans Family home from USO 
tour in Greenland and booking at 
New York’s Palace Theatre. | 

Circus Saints and Sinners trying 
to get Jimmy Stewart for their 
Christmas-time Fall Guy Party. | 

Robert Wright will be Lisa 
Kirk’s leading man in summer 
opera company’s “Panama Hattie. 

Paul Winchell’s date at the 
Twin Coaches postponed from 
middle of this month until Sept. 1. 

Thelma Carpenter into Joyce 
Bryant Room of Flamingo Hotel 
for two weeks to head its anni 
show. 

Andy Bernhard, Post-Gazette 
editor, and his wife, journalism 
teacher at Pitt, called eff Spain va- 
cation: : 

Ladies Theatrical Club’s dinner 
dance at Twin Coaches during 
Tony Martin engagement netted 
more than $1,000 for Variety 





Club’s charities. 
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i a of 
Jean de raz, ° 

France’s most prolific playwrighis, 
died June 4 at Malmaison, near 
Paris. In the course of his career 
he wrote nearly 100 plays most oi 
which were risque comedies sand 
operettas. His initial effort was a 
one-acter, “Opium,” in which Sara 
Bernhardt acted . during World 

lar 
2 A director of the Palais-Royal 


‘rheatre, de Latraz usually kept it 


tenanted with a play of his own, 
Among his big hits were Bichon, 
“On Demande un Menage,’ ~ Des- 
cendez on Vous Demande,” “Mou- 


mou” and “La Fessee.” At the time 


of his death two of his plays were 
running in_ Paris. They are “La 
Betise de Cambrai” .at the Palais- 
Roval and a revival of “Moumou 
at the Potiniere. . z 

Earlier this season “La Fessee 
was revived at Gymnase and de 
Letraz’ new play, “Le Plaisir 
d' Aimer,” was staged at Potiniere. 
He wrote much dialog for the 
screen and also adapted many of 
his comedies for films. In addition, 
he was active as v.p. of a Paris the- 
atre managers’ organization, 


FELIX HOLT 

Felix Holt, 56, died June Z in 
Penns Park, Pa. Newspaperman, 
radio script writer and author of 
two novels of the Kentucky coun- 
try where he was born, he had 
most of his stomach removed in an 
operation last December in an ef- 
fort to arrest cancer. 

Holt was longtime writer and 
supervisor of radio’s “The Lone 
Ranger” in the script factory which 
film-and-radio operator George 
Trendle established. Holt was 
brought to New York in 1944 by 





seven years ago, he spent nine 
years on the orchestra’s manage- 
ment staff and prior to that had 
been a cellist. 

Fischer was solo cellist at the or- 
chestra’s first concert, Nov. °5, 1903. 

At that time a previous contract 
with the Cincinnati Symphony or- 
chestra, as first cellist, prevented 
his playing more than an occasion- 
al Minneapolis orchestra concert 
and he did not become a perma- 
nent member of the organization 
until 1906. He remained with it 
the next 41 years. 

After departing, as a musician, 
Fischer became the orchestra’s 
program editor, announcer for the 
Young People’s concerts, a member 
of the publicity and radio broad- 
casting staff and press correspond- 
/ent with the orchestra when it 
went on tour. 


JAMES M. KENNEDY 

James M. Kennedy, 61, national 
and tocal sales manager for radio 
station WBAL, Baltimore, died 
June 3 in that city. A veteran sales 
exec, he joined WBAL in 1936 after 
previous service with the Baltimore 
News-Post and the Baltimore Sun- 
papers. He was with WBAL ever 
since save for three years as a 
member of the sales staff of Balti- 
more’s WITH. 

Kennedy was named local sales 
manager of WBAL in June, 1951. 

Last August his duties were ex- 
panded to embrace the post of 
national sales manager as well. 

His wife, two daughters, three 
sons and two sisters survive. 


MAX EITEL 
Max Eitel, 71, who with four 
brothers was a pioneer of Chicago 
cabaret business, died June 5 in 








We wish to express our sincere 


gratitude to our many friends 


for their heartfelt messages of 


condolences. 


THE BERLE FAMILY 


Robert J. Landry, then Director of 
the CBS Division of Program Writ- 
ing, to originate a children’s serial, 
“Cimmarron Tavern.” 
Subsequently “ Holt turned to 
magazine writing and novels. His 
“The Gabriel Horn” was critically 
well received, was serialized in 


Readers Digest and will soon be | 


made into a film starring Burt Lan- 
caster. His second novel, ‘“Dan’'l 
Boone Kissed Me,” was published 
only a few weeks ago. 

Wife and a married daughter in 
Calitornia survive. “ 





ALICE HARRINGTON 
Mrs. Alice Harrington Parke, 81, 
former actress, professionally 
known as Alice* Harrington, died 


June 6 in Greenwich, Conn. Mrs. 


Parke, who at one time under- 


Studied Julia Marlowe in her'| 


Shakespearean productions with E. 
Ni. Southern, made her first legit 
appearance in 1900 with the Ben 
Greet Players. 

From 1908-1913, Mrs. Parke ap- 
peared with the Castle Square 


Stock company in Boston. Her late | 


husband, William Parke, was g&en- 
ral stage manager of the opera- 
tion. She also performed with the 
Band Box Players, Clyde Fitch’s 
stock comp and with a company 
in Pittsfield,: Mass., which her hus- 
and managed. She was on the 
faculty of the American Academy 
o! Dramatic Arts, 

A son survives, 





_ CARLO FISCHER 
\;,, 2rlo. Fischer, 81, known as the 
.\"neapolis Symphony orchestra's 
tional man band” in the organiza- 
a early days, died June 2 in 
“Sneapolis. Before his ‘retirement 





Chicago. The brothers had found- 
[ed the Bismarck Hotel and Old 
| Heidelberg Restaurant, and Max 
| Eitel opened the Bismarck Gar- 
| dens on the northside which was 
‘called “Chicago's first nightclub.” 
| Later he managed the Vanity Fair, 
|a nightclub of the Roaring '20s. 
Only one brother survives, Otto, 
|of Santa Barbara, Cal. Among sur- 
|vivors is nephew Otto K. Eitel, 
i'present president of Bismarck 
| Hotei and Palace Theatre. 





| HERBERT F. DRAKE 

| Herbert F. Drake, 44, former 
member of the New York Herald 
Tribune drama department, died 
June 4 of a heart attack in the 
Bronx, N. Y. In 1930. he joined the 
Herald Tribune as a dtama report- 
er and associate drama and film 
critic. 

After nine years with the paper 
Drake left to handle publicity for 
the Mercury Theatre, headed by 
Orson Welles ana John Houseman. 
He later did film publicity in New 
York and Hollywood. 

His mother and a brother sur- 
vive. 








CARRIE WELLER 

Carrie Weller, 84, an actress for 
66 years, died June 6 in Central 
Islip, L. I., after a long illness, She 
made her stage bow with a Chicago 
stock company at the age of 14. 

Among plays in which Miss’ Wel- 
ler appeared were “Henry—Be- 
have,” “Marriage on Approval,” 
“The Front Page,” “The Bat,” 
“Lost Boy,’ “Music in the Air,” “O 
Evening Star,” “Love on the Dole,” 
“Double Dummy,” “Our Town” 
and “Merchant of Yonkers.” Prior 
‘to her hospitalization four years 








ago, she frequently acted on radio. 
A brother survives. ; 
THOMAS J. CANAVAN 

Thomas J. Canavan, 62, supervi- 
sor of sound and booth equipment 
for Fanchon & Marco-St. Louis 
Amusement Theatres, died June 1 
in St. Louis after an illness of sev- 
eral weeks... He held an IATSE 
membership as a projectionist and 
was manager of the Cooperative 
Sound Service in the early days of 
sound pictures. 

Before joining F&M two years 
ago, Canavan was a projectionist 
in several St. Louis houses. © 

His wife, a son and two brothers 
survive. 





JOHN J. FARRELL 

John J. Farrell, 83, believed to 
have been the oldest exhibitor in 
Ireland, died May 31 in Dublin. 
He entered the industry in 1912. 
At the time of his death he was 
chairman of Capitol & Allied The- 
atres Ltd. and held a similar post 
with some three other companies 
controlling. small eircuits. 

A formé® Lord Mayor of Dublin, 
Farrell is survived by five sons and 
four daughters, Two of his sons 
are 1n the film business. 


JULIE STRASSBURGER 

Julie Strassburger, 77, director 
of the Circus Strassburger, died 
recently in Hilversum, . Holland. 
Formeriy Julie _Kossmayer, her 
marriage linked the prominent 
circus families of the Strassburgers 
and the Kossmayers. 

Mrs. Strassburger had been 
actively associated with the circus 
both as a performer and a director 
for more than 60 years. She is said 
to have had more than 200 relatives 
engaged in show business. 


E. H. JAMES 

E. H. James, controtler of the 
Luxor Theatre, Lianrwst, Wales, 
and a former chairman of a North 
Wales exhibitors’ association, died 
May 22 in Lianrwst. A native of 
South Africa, he came to England 
at the age of eight. 

James, who took over a sniall the- 
atre at Llanrwst in 1928, later built 
the Luxor and acquired several 
other houses. 


JACK D. EAVES 
Jack D. Eaves, 47, saxophonist 
orchestra-leader, died June 5 in 











Boston following a short illness. He | 


formerly Ted bands in Boston's 
Sheraton-Plaza and during. the 
summer at the Ogunquit, Me.. 
Country Club. He also worked for 
years as a sideman for the Mar- 


in St. Louis. Reed, who retired | 
from the stage in 1929, had been ill 
for three years. — 

A brother survives. 


H’wood | Letters 


Continued from page 1 


_.. JOHN E. McINTYRE ally received and entertained in 

John E. McIntyre, 32, who han-' more or less. royal fashion. 
dled advertising and publicity for As a result -of the inability to 
the Shubert Theatres in Boston, | separate the undeserving from the 
died June 7 in. that city. He had) VIPs, a number of “phonies’*:who 
been with the Shuberts for about) have been able to latch om to let- 
10 years. | ters of introduction have not only 

Wife, a son and two daughters consumed valuabie time of the for- 
survive. eign reps, but are also costing the 
; film companies additional coin in 
Mother, of Oscar Lightstone, expense money. One glaring exam- 
S.0.S. Cinema Supply Corp. vee- ple is cited—that of a former pur- 
pee; Irving Lightstone of CBS-TV; | chasing department employee of a 
and Leonard and Morton Light-| major company who, five years 
stone of the Island Theatre Circuit, | after severing his connection with 
N. Y., died June 7 in Long Beach, the company, arrived abroad with 
N. Y. A daughter also survives. | an official-looking jdetter. The let- 
| ter served as an “open, sesame” 
Mildred Emerson, 68, singer and | for free-loading. : 
composer, died May 29 in Los An-| As a result .of the increasing 
geles. For eight years she was | trend toward travel abroad, the 
president of the American Com-| film company reps, whose main job 
posers Assn., succeeding the late | is to sell pictures, find themselves 
Carrie Jacobs Bond. | serving as guides, diplomats and 
| good will ambassadors. 




















Joseph J. Keily, 65, manager of 
the Broad Theatre, Philadelphia, 
died June 3 in that city. He was . . | 
associated with the A. M. Ellis the-_ Philharmonic 
atre chain-for more than 15 years. 

A sister survives. Continued from page 1 


Carl Meyer, 85, film attorney, far in advance on the project. For 
died in Chicago May 30. He was | example, in St. Louis, arrange- 
senior member of Mayer, Meyer, ments for. the presentation have 
Austrian & Platt which reps M-G' already been completed in a deal 
in Chi. Wife, daughter, and son! worked out between the St. Louis 
survive. | Opera Guild and the Metropolitan 
| Opera Guild. Reserved seats will 

Harry Goldson, 78, veteran thea- | bring from $3 to $5, with the coin 
tre operator, died June 5 in Chi- t® be divided by the local civic 
cago. He had retired in 1946 after | organization which has sponsored 
some 30 years in the motion pic-' opera performances by various 
ture business. Wife and SOn | groups for many years, and the 
survive. |New York guild. 


Wife, 67, of Willam J. Mulligan,| _ ™, @ddition to these long-hair 


: oer : ’} events, an all-out effort is being 
oe ee ae  % se | made to present Broadway shows 


tert : | Via the closed-circuit medium this 
Series, wesideg her NOMEN: | tl Bat Office Television, Inc. 
which hopes to stage the ANTA 
Raymond O. Lee, 49, pioneer Album this September, feels that 
Minneapolis exhibitor and owner the ANTA show will serve as the 
of a suburban theatre, died June 2 catalyst toward launching a regu- 
in Minneapolis. His wife and three lar series of legit attractions. 


daughters survive. | G 

Mother of Fay Rothman, secre- | MARRIAGES 
tary to Columbia sales exec Lou| Mary Arn Panzino to Jimmy 
Weinberg. died May 30 in Brook- Testa. Pittsburgh, June 5. Groom's 
lyn, N. Y¥. Two other daughters accordionist with Hugh Tully Trio 
also survive. at Carlton House. 
Mary Louise Olewine to Robert 









































shard organization. 
Survived by his wife and a 
brother. 





_ FRED WHITE 
Frederick H. Weisberg, 40, opera 


June 2 at Veterans Hospital in 
Washington after a long illness. He 
had appeared with several opera 
companies. | 

Weisberg, who enlisted in Air | 
Force in 1941, had _ roles in 
“Winged Victory” and “This Is the 
Army.” 





EDWARD DeWITT PATTON 

Edward DeWitt Patton, 88, long 
prominent in Omaha music circles, 
died May 27 in that city. A w. k. 
musician in the pits of Omaha's 
first theatres, the Orpheum, Bran- 
deis and Boyd, he later counties 
the Ed Patton Music Co. e 
retired more than 15 years ago. 

Two sons survive. 


-, J. Gilleran, New York, June 5. He’s 

61, Columbia manager of circulation promotion 
for Macfadden Publications. 

Jean Oliver to Jay Watson, Dal- 

'las, May 22. Bride is staff vocalist 

Nathan Sherry, restaurant pro- @t WFAA-TV there; he’s program 


Charles Beacher, 
' studio timekeeper, died May 31 in 
| Hollywood after a long illness. His 
|wife and daughter survive. 





| prietor well known in motion pic- | @irector of same station. 


singer known as Fred White, died | ture circles, died May 29 in Holly- 





BIRTHS 


| Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gross. daugh. 
John B. Patterson, 63, transporta- ter New York. May 26. Father is 


tion manager at Samuel Goldwyn |New York manager ric: 

. , : ge AD ager of American 
Studios for 25 years, died May 29 Research Bureau. radio-tv rating 
in Los Angeles. His wife survives. | service. 

é | Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ken- 

_ Mother, 49, of Betty Driver, Eng- | worthev,.son, San Antonio, recent- 
lish_ singer-comedienne, died re-/ly. Father is member of the WOAI 
cently at Salford, Eng., after a long | news staff in that citv. 


illness. Mr. and Mrs. Max Miller. son, 
| Philadelphia, May 31. Father is 
James A. Vaveris, brother of | field exploitation rep for United 
Konstantine Vaveris, veteran| Artists in the Philly-Baltimore- 
Johnstown, Pa., exhib, died in| Washington area. 
Windber, Pa., May 19. | Mr. and Mrs. James Caddigan, 
ison, Montclair, N. J.,. May 31. Fa- 
Mrs. Blanch Greenberg, 41, sis- | theér’s program topper for DuMont; 
ter of Dick Gabbe, of the Gabbe,/! mother was with NBC promotion 


wood following a traffic accident. 




















MYRON W. WHITNEY | 
Myron W. Whitney, 82, music | 
teacher and former recitalist, died 


| June 3 in Washington. A-‘baritone, | 


he began his career as a recitalist. 
He made world tours with Nellie 
Meiba and Lillian Nordica and sang 
in light opera with Fritzi Scheff. 

His father, Myron Whitney Sr., 
was a-prominent bass. 


JOSEPH BAUER 
Joseph Bauer, 78, former vaude- 
ville theatre owner in San Francis- 
co, died May 31 on a train in Los 
Angeles en route for a two year 
world tour. He built the Wigwam 
Theatre in San Francisco and sold 
it in 1925. 
Two daughters survive. 


PEGGY O’NEILL 
Jane Tebbe Tompkins, 38, re- 
tired radio and nightclub singer 
known professionally as Peggy 
O'Neill, died June 4 in New Or- 
leans after a lengthy illness. 
Her mother, a sister and three | 
brothers survive. 


JERRY GREY 
» Terry Grey, of the dance team of 
Frances & Grey, died June 7 in! 
San Antonio. 
Team for many years¢ was a/| 
standard in nitery and vaude. Their 
specialty. was the serpent dance. 


-JOHN H. (JACK) REED 
John H. (Jack) Reed, 84, former 
vaude and burlesk actor and pro- 











Lutz & Heller management office, | department for several years. 
died June 2 in New York. | Mr. and Mrs. William Bidlack, 
| son, Hollywood, June 1. Mother is 
Mrs. Ray Harlow, wife of WWSW | Coleen Gray. screen actress. 
transmitter engineer in Pittsburgh,| Mr. and Mrs. Jackson Lowe. son, 
died May 26 in that city. Washington, D. C., May 27. Father 
jis a disk jockey at WUST. 
Joseph R. Furey, 63, veteran|._Mr. and Mrs. Rex Allen. son, 
Pittsburgh district projectionist, | Hollywood, June 2. Father is a 
z ? d- | « > a 
ee er eS eee ee | Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bamberger, 
Father, 80. of actor Jeffrey Lynn, | $0n, Hollywood, May 26. Father is 
died June 4 in Worcester, Mass., | business manager for film stars. 
after a short illness. | Mr. and Mrs, James Cardinet, 
‘ son, Santa Monica, Cal., May 31. 


Father of Lee Solters, of the pub- Sg ae grandson of comedian 
ici j * 9 > Ou ostetio. 
ee eee See ee Rae ee. Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sange, son, 
: Leeds, Eng., May 22. Father is a 
bandleader, - 

Mr. and Mrs. Luther Adkins, 
daughter, Fort Worth, May 27. Fa- 
ther is religious coordinator for 
WBAP-AM-FM-TV in that city 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Apter, son, 
Pittsburgh, June 1. Father’s the 
son of Frank Apter, violinist and 


a ae 
Eurovision 
1; concertmaster. 


I———— Continued from page 1 | Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Moore, daugh- 


dices will fall by this visual union ter, May 31, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
of European nations. | Father iis trade press editor of 
Initial programs were intro- | NBC-TV. 

j Di “itis ; Mr. ane Mrs. John Barrymore 

duced with typical British caution, Jr. son New York, May ¥5. Mother 


Fe thm, age fart Ae yoo 4 lis actress Cara Williams; father is 


| an actor. 
to Montreux. But he later oo | Mr. and Mrs. Howard Bailey, son, 
mented that he was very satisfie®) oj4ndo, Fla, May 29. Mother is 
with the results. First BBC Euro- | former actress Jenelle Gregg; fa- 
vision program, was transmitted | ther is a legit -actor-director 
yesterday (Tues.), with the main} Mr. and Mrs. Ben Irving, son, 
British telecast set for Saturday -New York, June 2. Father is exec 

















Mother, 81, of music publisher 
Jerry Vogel, died May 31 in New 
York. A daughter also survives. 




















moter, diéd May 31 of heart disease 
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June 2, 1954 
Chicago, Chi. 
“|. . anyone, will buy this fort- 


nighter. Contino is in the current 
record splash with a couple new 
Mercury etchings, both  instru- 
mental and vocal, and apparently 
have heightened public interest. 
“Contino has -a 20-minute seg- 
ment of popular accordionistics, 
purveying speed as much as deft 
instrumentalizing. Highschool ele- 
ment lauds his rapid rides almost 
as they would applaud an acro- 
bat’s stunts. Otherwise the quality 
of his playing is firstrate, his in- 
strument being many-textured and 
with a distinctive vibrancy. Bari- 
tone pipes on ‘Birth of Blues’ and 
Italo-English ‘Goodbye My Love’ 
sound good enough for a lad who 


doesn’t have to depend solely on 

voice, and latter tune manages to 

provoke a few squeals from the 
teeners.” Les. 


———s 


LOS ANGELES HERALD & 
EXPRESS 


“It was a real triumph for Ac- 
cordionist Dick Contine at his 
Mocambo opening. He was a veri- 
table one-man jam session. The 
audience wouldn’t let him go... 
the husky young Italian enter- 
tainer played and sang...” 





WALTER WINCHELL 

. Dick Contino’s opening at 
the Mocambo (after his return 
from Korea) was a_ walloping 
Mit aes . 


Daily LARTETY 
' MOCAMBO 
(Cover, $2) 

“If there were any doubts as to 
Dick Contino’s future in showbiz 
following his Army discharge, 
they should be completely dis- 
pelled with this return to the Mo- 
cambo after almost two years. He’s 
better than ever — agg a solid 
nitery attraction who earns con- 
stant ringside applause. 

“It takes considerable talent, and 
showmanship, to stand up before 
the sophisticated type of audience 
Mocambo normally attracts and 
manipulate a squeezebox to con- 
tinued salvoes for 30 minutes. Con- 
tino has done it before. He does 
it now with greater ease.” 


$ GREATEST ACCORD/p 


SINGING TO HIS OWN ACCOMPANIMENT 


By LOUELLA O. PARSONS 


“Dick Contino’s reception at the 
Mocambo was just’ what everyone 
expected it would be—great!” 





CITIZEN-NEWS, Hollywood 


“Dick Contino was just sensa- 
tional at his Mocambo opening. 
How he played that accordion! 
Had us all jumping and jiving and 
yelling for more.” 


BILLBOARD 
(Chicago Theatre, Chicage) 


“Following along the lines of 
using name record acts, the house 
has come up with a sure winner 


NIST 


in the person of Dick Contino, 
who was recently pacted by Mer- 
cury Records, This is Dick’s first 
theatre date since his return from 
the service and the first which 
heralds him in the dual role of 
vocalist as well as accordionist. 

“Contino’s pyretechnics never 
fail to keep the house keyed up 
and warm with applause. His vocals 
are effective.” 


CITIZEN-NEWS, Hollywood 


“The lad from Fresno, Dick 
Contino, with his accordion, won 
a tremendous ovation at his opens 
ing at the Mocambo, Guaranteed 
to give you a real feeling of gaity, 
And HOW he can play!” 


DICK CONTINO 


MR. ACCORDION 
























Just Concluding Two Weeks 


CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 


“First Week Fancy $48,000"— 


after Eminently Successful Engagements at 


| MOCAMBO, Hollywood 
ITALIAN VILLAGE, San Francisco 


TOTEM POLE, 


Boston 


June 18—RANCHO DON CARLOS, Winnipeg 
June 30—OLYMPIA THEATRE, ‘Miami 
July 8—CASINO THEATRE, Toronto 
July 29—FLAMINGO, Las Vegas 


See Q 4 
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ART LINKLETTER SHOW 
SPIKE JONES SHOW 


and coming up. 
RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


SULLIVAN’S 


' “Toast of the Town’”’ 


Exclusively MERCURY RECORDS 
Personal Mgr.— LEONARD ROMM 


ASSOCIATED Toles Inte CORPORATION 


CHICAGO 


203 No. Wabash 
Central 6-945] 





JOE GLASER, President 
NEW YORK 
745 Fifth Avenues 
PLaza 9-4600 


HOLLYWOOD 
8619 Sunset Bivd. 
Crestview 1-8)31 
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